

    
        
          The Comet Hunter

        

        
        
          Rogerio Cietto

        

        
          Published by Rogerio Cietto, 2026.

        

    


The Comet Hunter

Whoever controls water dominates life

Published by Rogerio Paiva Cietto on Draft2Digital

Copyright 2026 Rogerio Paiva Cietto

Thank you for purchasing this book. Feel free to share it with your friends. This book may be reproduced, copied and distributed for non-commercial purposes, provided the book remains in its original complete format. If you enjoyed this book, please return to draft2digital.com to find other books by this author. Thank you for your support.

The Comet Hunter

Whoever controls water dominates life

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PROLOGUE

Y – 30 London, trial hearing 

Y – 65 Historical background 

Y – 50 Migration 

Y – 45 Lottery ticket 

Y – 40 Youthful daydreams 

Y – 35 Family issues 

Y – 30 Interrogation 

Y – 40 Totus Orbis Dominium 

Y – 30 Unilateral decision 

Y – 29 Aquisition of targets 

Y – 28 Brainstorming 

Y – 26 Running with the competition

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

PROLOGUE
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1. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

2. The earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

3. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

4. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.

5. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

6. And God said, “Let there be a firmament between the waters to separate the waters from the waters.”

7. So God made the firmament and separated the water under the firmament from the water above it (the firmament).

8. And it was so. God called the firmament “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.
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Y – 30 London, trial hearing
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– This sounds more like a scam to me!

The silence in the courtroom contrasted sharply with the sound of engines outside, until it was broken by the prosecuting attorney. Air purifiers, electric motors of vehicles, sounds vaguely reminiscent of bees (or mosquitoes?), competed with some murmurs in the background, from completely unknown people (journalists, businesspeople, legal assistants?), nothing escaped my ears. The adrenaline of combat sharpens the senses, at least for the first 24 hours.

– It's crystal clear that the defendant is inducing his consumers to buy a lie, subtly embedded in his products.

Outside, a heat of Dantean proportions. After all, why did the judge demand that this preliminary hearing be in person? All parties could participate comfortably from their air-conditioned rooms, through their mobile devices.

– This lie is an offense to all customers who prefer to consume this natural water over other brands, offending free trade and harming all honest companies in the market.

If there were truly a completely free market, people would buy whatever they wanted, and they wouldn't need to spend hours watching all kinds of influencers on social media to discern their choices about whether or not to buy something. Free will no longer exists, except for some digital hermit who has taken a vow of poverty and silence.

– Once all the factual and legal elements that support this action have been exposed, it is requested that the opposing party be ordered to remove from the market its products bearing the brand "Water Comet," the revocation of the registration of said brand, and, in particular, any dissemination in any type of media that refers to said brand or to the absurd idea that only Water Comet markets this product, essential to life, as having an extraplanetary origin, that is, the false notion that the water the consumer is drinking came from outer space.

Phew, it's over. My God, envy knows no bounds. All it takes is for someone to have an interesting idea and make a little money, and a whole bunch of people show up to bite the bone. Bloodsucking vultures! What kind of gesture did the judge make to me?

– The magistrate is calling you, Vitali. Are you ready?

– What does he want from me, Yuri? You're my defender, he should be talking to you and leaving me alone!

– It's time to make the biggest sale of your company, comrade. Until now, people have been buying bottled water from you; depending on what the judge decides, you'll have the right to sell your worldview, an idea/dream that millions of people are already buying.

– Or not.

– That's precisely why you should go there and win the judge's heart before your own heart bursts with anxiety.

– Mr. Vitali Sergeievich Leonov, I have a private matter to discuss before continuing the proceedings.

Trying to conceal my anxiety, I stand firmly and walk around the old hardwood table. In the corner is a “Amazon Rainforest” certificate. Everything in that environment exudes power, from the stone floor to the metal lamps imitating branches of unknown trees.

Cutting down timber in the Amazon is a non-bailable crime, and hefty fines await the audacious. But, after being cut and seized, the wood cannot be left to rot in the middle of the forest. Thus, the environmental criminal pays three times: with the time spent in prison, in addition to handing over to the public treasure any profit they may have made, and at the same time giving the fruits of their labor for free to the State, which can calmly exploit the product of the crime, claiming the so-called public interest. Don't complain about slavery in Egypt; the modern State is far more voracious.

Now the criteria for in-person hearings is clear: the intention is to create the impression that “I’m in charge here, period.” And it succeeded. But I won’t show that I’m intimidated, even though everything I’ve built in recent years is at stake here.

The prosecuting attorney stood up right after me and began walking towards the judge.

– Your Honor, I request permission to observe the proceedings.

– There is neither need nor interest on the part of the plaintiff to participate in this procedural moment. Thank you for your concern, Vladimir.

This is the impartiality of the judge, reflected in the wood, the marble, the sculptures. “He who can commands, he who has sense obeys,” says the saying. But if it is judgment itself that commands, then he who can obeys. And he who cannot, shakes himself off, as another saying goes.

Vladimir's dumbfounded expression, the lawyer hired by several beverage distribution companies spread across the legal framework of Totus Orbis Dominium (which can be translated as "Sovereignty over the entire globe"), is very comforting to me. Perhaps at the end of this legal ordeal I will have the opportunity to achieve redemption for my sins.
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How is it possible to make money, and a lot of it, with a product so abundant on the planet? Seventy-one percent of the Earth's surface is water, more than a billion cubic kilometers (a quintillion tons). Why would anyone pay for a liter, when it's available at a rate of one hundred billion liters for every inhabitant of the globe?

First, the water from seas and oceans is not suitable for human consumption, only for saltwater fish. Of course, there are water purifiers that use semi-permeable membranes, but it's an exorbitant price for tasteless water that looks more like disguised urine, subsidized by governments that don't want their population to die of dehydration. But even the water inside cacti is better.

It's absurd to call freshwater by that name. Saltwater is indeed full of salts, but freshwater has no sugar; it's just neutral water, neither acidic nor alkaline.

There are only two quadrillion tons of water suitable for our consumption, trapped in the polar ice caps, plus another quadrillion tons in springs, rivers, lakes, and other bodies of fresh water, seemingly easy to obtain.

It turns out that this almost infinite reservoir of water has found two usurpers: nature itself and humankind.

The world's major rivers are naturally full of debris, such as clay and sand particles, like the Amazon, the Nile, and the Ganges. It serves well for irrigation, and not much more than that. Nobody is foolish enough to dive into these rivers to see little fish, because you can't see anything beyond a hand's breadth beyond your mask. Imagine what your feces will look like (or how they will come out) if you drink five liters of water with a few dozen grams of clay in suspension. It won't form stalagmites in your toilet, but you will suffer for a while, you can be sure of that.

Of course, there are many methods of water purification: ceramic filters, chlorine application, distillation, ultraviolet radiation. It's all very good for making water used in chemical products, solvents, hygiene and cleaning products..., but it's very poor in minerals, since after so much transformation there's not much left besides H2O in the composition.

Still, it was possible to obtain drinkable water. The plants in your garden will complain, showing yellow leaves due to a lack of water-soluble nutrients; your kidneys will work a little harder to ensure your blood is well filtered, but there's still no major harm. There wasn't, actually.

Humans, in turn, have done (and done very well) their part in trampling on an element so important to life on the planet. Since the beginning of agriculture with hominids, more than six thousand years ago, humans have contributed to accelerating the natural processes of water contamination.

A fire to clear land for planting generates ash and loose soil, and the people of the archery era didn't even care if there were springs in the area, they set fire to everything. With the first rain, most of these materials end up in some watercourse, and in a few thousand years we have a constant flow of debris in the same water we drink.

It's like spitting upwards and getting spit in the face. Life goes on.

This practice didn't make much difference in 4000 BC, since there weren't even a billion people in the world, and life expectancy was low, at most 35 years. Nature had time to regenerate, at least in large part.

The population increased to the 10 billion we have today, and each of these beings holds 50 liters of water within them, which needs to be renewed little by little every day during a lifespan of approximately 70 years. In one year, an adult human consumes 50,000 liters of water in their diet (70,000 if it's a diet rich in animal protein), plus 20,000 liters in hygiene (soap, shampoo, even toilet paper consumes water to be produced), 15,000 liters in cleaning (soap, detergent, disinfectants), and 75,000 to 100,000 liters in the production of fuels, lubricants, electricity (a 50-gram lithium battery consumes 100 liters of water to be produced, from mining to plastic packaging) and other everyday items.

A total of 150,000 liters of water per capita per year. That's if the world were a just place.

Fortunately, more than half of the world's population lives in poverty and consumes less than a quarter of the water of the average citizen, meaning that the pressure on water resources is not so significant.

Until, in the mid-1990s (A-95), with the victory of the space race and its scientific and technological achievements, a revolutionary material for coating pans was discovered – the dream of every housewife to fry eggs without worrying about cleaning up afterward.

Who would have guessed? The miraculous material was even saving water, as it was much easier to clean dirty pans. However, in the production of the frying pans, perfluorooctanoic and perfluorobutanoic acids were released into the environment. And it wasn't a small amount.

Later known as eternal chemicals, these two acids are not biodegradable even in a million years. The waste was released in only a few places, it's true, and it was clear that it was very toxic because animals on nearby farms were dying.

But it didn't stop there.

These two substances accompany water molecules as they evaporate to a certain height in the atmosphere, and are highly soluble. Thus, rain clouds carried these perfluous cousins ​​to every corner of the planet. In fifty years, almost all the planet's water reserves contained a dose, however small, of these acids, which accompany plants and animals until they pass through our mouths.

The result: kidney problems, deficient immune systems, thyroid dysfunction, various types of cancer, fetal malformation, micropenis disease, and other clinical conditions that no one wants to confirm so as not to further alarm the population (the enlightened part of it).

Several theories have been raised about the decrease in life expectancy of the population, and which have in fact contributed to humans dying earlier. Air pollution, ozone layer depletion, global warming, anxiety, lack
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