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			Jodi Taylor is the internationally bestselling author of over thirty novels and more short stories than you can shake a stick at.

			 

			Her Chronicles of St Mary’s series follows a bunch of disaster-prone individuals who investigate major historical events in contemporary time. Do NOT call it time travel! She is also the author of the Time Police books. Set in the same world as St Mary’s, this spinoff charts the highs and lows of an all-powerful, international organisation tasked with keeping the Timeline straight no matter what the cost. Efficient and disciplined, obviously they’re nothing like St Mary’s. Except when they are. And when a short story set in the same world accidentally grew into a full-length novel, the Smallhope & Pennyroyal series was born, following the adventures of two unlikely partners in crime.

			 

			Jodi is also known for her gripping supernatural thrillers featuring the mysterious Elizabeth Cage together with the enchanting Frogmorton Farm series – a fairy story for adults. 

			 

			Born in Bristol and now living in Gloucester (facts both cities vigorously deny), she spent many years with her head somewhere else, much to the dismay of family, teachers and employers, before finally deciding to put all that daydreaming to good use and write a book. And then another twenty-nine after that. And she hasn’t finished yet.
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			Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between notes and main text.

			 

			You can double-tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.

		

	
		
			

			About the book
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			Double, double, Team Weird’s in trouble. It’s Halloween, and something wicked this way comes . . .

			 

			The Time Police don’t do Halloween. They like to make that clear. So, it’s just an ordinary day when Luke, Jane and Matthew are despatched on a minor mission to apprehend some insignificant but illegal time travellers.

			 

			The result is a surprising success − miscreants arrested and artefacts recovered. Congratulations all round. Until it becomes very apparent that miscreants and artefacts are not all they’ve brought back with them.

			 

			What can Luke hear inside the wall?

			 

			What’s behind Jane in the corridor?

			 

			What’s under Matthew’s bed?

			 

			And then people begin to die at TPHQ and suddenly it’s a race against time.

			 

			To which shambolic organisation could Team Weird turn for help? We all know the answer to that one . . .

		

	
		
			

			A Note on the Timeline

			 

			 

			 

			 

			This Halloween story stars Team 236 and takes place quite early on in what is laughingly known as their career.

			 

			SPOILER ALERT – the sole purpose of the pumpkin is to annoy Lt Grint.

		

	
		
			

			Roll call

			 

			 

			 

			 

			
				
					
					
				
				
					
							
							TIME POLICE PERSONNEL

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Commander Hay

						
							
							Not really in this one.

						
					

					
							
							Captain Farenden

						
							
							Nor him, either.

						
					

					
							
							Lt Grint

						
							
							Second in command of the Big Business and Organised Crime Unit and Team 236’s exasperated boss.

						
					

					
							
							Lt Grayling

						
							
							No idea where he came from. He’s not in the story.

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							TEAM 236 – TEAM WEIRD

						
					

					
							
							 

						
					

					
							
							Their usual shambolic selves

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Farrell

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Lockland

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Parrish

						
							
					

					
							
							
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							TEAM 235

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Rossi

						
							
							A proper Time Police officer.

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							SECURITY

						
					

					
							
							

							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Lt Filbert

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Varma

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Wu

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Miller

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Jessup

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Harvey

						
							
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							OTHER TIME POLICE OFFICERS

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Officer Connor 

						
							
							Time Map operative and door holder.

						
					

					
							
							Officer Rockmeyer

						
							
							One last attempt to recapture his lost youth.

						
					

					
							
							Officer Oti

						
							
							Another one not really in this one.

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							MISCELLANEOUS

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Jimmy

						
							
							Illegal.

						
					

					
							
							Non-Jimmy

						
							
							Another illegal.

						
					

					
							
							Tovar

						
							
							Corpse

						
					

					
							
							A fourth and very 

						
							
					

					
							
							temporary member 

						
							
					

					
							
							of Team 236.

						
							
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							ST MARY’S PERSONNEL

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
					

					
							
							Dr Bairstow

						
							
							Director of St Mary’s.

						
					

					
							
							Dr Dowson

						
							
							Librarian and swan-wrangler.

						
					

					
							
							Professor Rapson

						
							
							Head of R&D and recently on fire.

						
					

					
							
							

							Mr Markham

						
							
							Head of Security.

						
					

					
							
							Mr Evans

						
							
							Second in charge of Security.

						
					

					
							
							A passing swan

						
							
							Someone forgot to close the window.

						
					

				
			

		

	
		
			

			Time Police Headquarters

			 

			Team 236’s office

			Date redacted

			 

			 

			 

			 

			The office door flew open to reveal a perambulating bedsheet waving its arms in what it considered to be a menacing manner and uttering the blood-curdling cry of the banshee.

			‘Woo – woo – woo.’

			In the middle of writing up their last mission, Jane sighed.

			The sheet bulged as someone attempted to extricate themself from its clinging folds.

			‘I expect you want to know why I’m wearing a sheet,’ said Luke, somewhat muffled.

			‘No,’ said Jane, not even looking up.

			‘He was trying to frighten people,’ said Matthew, squeezing past Luke who was still standing in the doorway. ‘And then Oti smacked him upside the head and nearly knocked him into the middle of next week.’

			‘You’re lucky it wasn’t Bailey,’ said Jane, still not looking up from the report she was writing and entirely without sympathy.

			‘Or Varma,’ said Matthew.

			‘Oh, yes, that’s true,’ said Jane. ‘You’d just be a greasy smear across the wall if you’d tried that on with her.’

			‘Give me some credit,’ said Luke, flailing ineffectually. ‘I do have some sense, you know.’

			‘And yet you thought harassing Oti was a good idea.’

			

			‘My eyeholes had slipped,’ said Luke with as much dignity as could be expected from a man trapped in a sheet. ‘I thought it was you, Jane.’

			‘Even worse,’ said Matthew. ‘Jane’s too short to reach your head. She’d have aimed lower down.’

			‘Can we change the
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