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A Maze In Grace (The Parable)

It’s the most popular 3-D maze challenge for Little Gracie. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



The Parable of lce-Cream Soup  

A little girl learns about the conditions of Faith in an unlikely place.  

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



The Parable of the Lawyer’s Lullaby 

A determined lawyer hires a Detective to solve a mystery around the courtroom conditions against her last case.

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



Peculiar Treasure (the Parable) (Poetry) 

An ‘enchanted wish’ comes true in the ‘closest’ of ways!  

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



Batteries Not lncluded (the Parable) 

Jeffrey learns the difference between the game he is playing, and “the game he was playing!” 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



The Parable of the Waitress’s Tip  

A mysteriously absent waitress adds insight to the menu for a starving customer. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



The Parable of the Counselor’s Gift  

A school counselor gains exaggerated popularity amongst a curious news reporter, despite a statistical mystery. 

Story Version  • WordPlay   • Family Skit



The Parable of the Calendar’s Watch  

A “familiar” celebrity is asked to help promote a mysterious product. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit
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“...as their Exes cheer against them...”

Story Version  • WordPlay Version 



The Parable of the Blindfold  

A patient sneaks to another doctor for a second opinion. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit



The Blindfold (Part 2) Testing Faith 

Faith is tested thoroughly in an impromptu patient’s visit. 



Chapter 4: Experience the Characters!

	Charity versus Ability

	Camouflaged Prophet

	Biblical Signs of a Fool

	Perception Bearer
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New King James Version
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Visit Us!

Receive updates, new upcoming parables, character interactions, and extra bible study resources to reference scripture at http://www.ChristianParables.com  

Jwyan C. Johnson has granted its syndicates and affiliates non-exclusive displaying rights.  

No part of this book may be reproduced in any matter without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents either are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.

The Bible Study Smoothie!

Take a sip of the “bible study smoothie:” designed for anyone to memorize scriptures to the rhythm of mystery-laced morals. Enjoy animated understanding and “wordplay” in more ways than one, with the symbolism of today! You’ll learn how faith works in The Parable of Ice-Cream Soup! Awaken pride with The Lawyer’s Lullaby Parable. And inspire anyone with The Parable of the Calendar’s Watch! Experience plenty more parables, along with Character Commentaries and Family Skits. Take a sip and fill your “thirsty cup” to the top!

Each new parable includes:

	Symbolism

	Moral

	Fun Facts

	Deeper Clues

	Discussion Questions


With the WordPlay Version, touch any animating scripture for Instant Replay Bible Study. And quickly return to the story from the Index of Scriptures. Have fun!
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Example: 

The Thirsty Cup Parable 

To reach the top of the water fountain, the thirsty schoolboys work together.

Simply touch or click your version of choice for this parable below:

• Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit
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The Alphabetical Chase

Years ago, award-winning author Jwyan C. Johnson wrote the script to a cartoon. The story starts off with a police chase to a giant dictionary: the home of our vocabulary words. Cops break down the cover, and they all rush in with their weapons drawn. And as they move around inside this book, we learn that they’re looking for one specific word: a simple 9-lettered noun. It has been bragging about its countless offenses committed against our society, against mankind. Surprising unarmed, and not dangerous, this specific word simply turns us against each other.

Detectives follow the “alphabetical” directions to the right page, the right column and the right row, only to discover that this word has disappeared! Nowadays this divisive word lives inside our minds if we let it! The accomplished mystery writer reveals that “ignorance” was the word the police were after.

Christian Parables 2 joins the creative aim to biblically “protect and serve” the mind state. Ignorance is still at large in our society! But there are some places where ignorance no longer resides so we can win back each other.

So are you ready? Let’s break some barriers together.
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The Importance of Bible Study

The Thirsty Cup Parable 

To reach the top of the water fountain, the thirsty schoolboys work together.

“I’ll lift you on the count-uh three,” Frank tells Christian. 

“One...” they say together, “Two... THREE!” Frank holds his friend Christian up, with all his child strength, and can hear the water now flowing. 

“Hurry up Christian,” Frank says as the seconds get heavier. “Is our cup almost full?”

“What cup?” Christian replies puzzled. 

“The big cup we got from the cafeteria! We can save it for later. You’re not even thirsty right now!”

“Yeah but this way, I will continue to feel full.”

“Forget using your mouth to feel full! Use your cup for a full fill!” 

Christian’s ‘weight’ becomes too much for Frank to hold, causing them both to fall. 

“Sorry Frank!”

As Christian tries to return the favor, he simple isn’t strong enough to lift his friend up.  

The End

Story Symbolism

	Cafeteria = Wisdom

	Christian = Christians 

	Fountain = Bible 

	Lift = Support 

	Water = Scriptures 

	Cup = Heart 

	Drink = Experience 

	Thirsty = Troubled


Moral

Frank(ly) to every Christian, how can a “cup runneth over” if we drink directly from the faucet? Wisdom is feeling (and filling) The Word in your heart (both are needed) so you’ll never urgently “thirst” for biblical instruction.

Character Interaction  

The good news, for both Christian and Frank, is the sound of their much taller friend walking down that same hall. And that person is you! Can you them fill their cup? Can you store 20 scriptures? Take Christian’s Challenge! Learn how on Chapter 4
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Tips When Sharing a Parable

Reach or Teach? - From Christian Parables – Book 1

Tell me which word comes first in the dictionary: “reach” or “teach?” An alphabetically fitting experience: we must reach first and teach later. To skip the reach (out) first is to appear redundant and cloned at times: not the most attractive personality traits. So reach out first by spelling out the experience: 

Rehearse

Have you ever tried practicing a speech to your own voice mail? You’ll be surprised how similar the feeling is to an audience. By leaving a message to yourself, you can privately edit your intentions against your stage moment. Turn your cell into a microphone and rehearse anywhere. Practice makes perfect, it’s true!  

Emphasize

Communication is less than 7 percent verbal. This means you could recite every word correctly and only offer 7 pennies on the narrating dollar. What about tone, garland, and interplay? The sound and rhythm of a committed story-teller makes all the difference in the world. And literature agrees with grammar cues like italics, exclamations (!), and WORDS in all-caps. So let these intentions guide you and your voice. A bedtime story rarely intrigues without an interactive, emotional, component. So take the print to the next level! 

Adapt

Actors truly experience the characters they play, and just let themselves go!  This is important even to a narrator as a story is told. Consider the body language involvement of a pre-school teacher as they tell a story. Create an environment with your hands, and integrate learning opportunities. Christian Parables uses scriptures much like a kindergarten teacher uses lesson plans dedicated to arithmetic. The viewpoint should always be an interactive one.  

Collaborate

Consider pausing in the middle of the story to ask your audience, “What do you think will happen next?” Give them the opportunity to react to the storyline and advise the characters. Also imagine making a play out of a parable. Invite family and friends for its cast of characters to rehearse for a short presentation. Include a narrator and another to explain the symbolism afterwards. 

Host!

That’s right! Be a biblical talk show host with you audience! As every Christian Parable blends scriptures with its scenes, your bible could create an instant-replay through its correlation. Lead a discussion on the (withheld) moral of the story. Later bring about the fun facts and the elaborations from the characters themselves (in Chapter 4). Doing this warms up the participation reflexes of an audience, making for a fun transition into a broader Bible study. Have fun with it! Well you seem ready! Good luck!
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Biblical Encore 

Fun Facts, Fellowship, Scripture Index & more!

Each and every story offers what we like to call “a biblical encore.” It provides it’s very own lesson plan for an even more interactive Bible study. 

With each New Parable you can:

	Offer symbolism and other hidden facts.

	Create an Instant Replay of its story scenes for traditional bible study. 

	Use the scriptures as story clues before solving its mystery ending.

	Interact with the story characters through their Christian Challenges (in Chapter 4)


Christian Parables 2 goes even further! As already demonstrated in the Introduction, each Christian Parable will include the following: 

Fun Facts

Because these mystery-laced parables are animated by scripture, there are incredible confirmations and gospel combinations to enjoy! Have fun sharing these hidden clues with your listeners which cause The Thirsty Cup to “runneth over!” 

Discussion Questions

The word “quest” is right in “question!” After sharing a Christian Parable, ask the ones each one will offer after the end. Go past the charm school qualities of a silent student. This is fellowship!  

If you remember The Parable of the Hidden Smile in the first Christian Parables book, a hide-and-go-seek champion was thrilled to be found! In all fairness, he wasn’t found as much as he was rescued by...an innocent question! 

Character Interaction

Once again, some of the characters have their own challenges for you, off the pages!  

Scripture Index

Be advised that the Scripture Index featured before the Family Skit Versions are listed in each parable’s “story order,” rather than in alphabetical order like the original WordPlay Christian Parables Book 1. However the additional Index featured in the last chapter is still listed alphabetically as before.

Chapter 3
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	Symbolism of today

	Moral of the Story

	Fun Facts & Fellowship Questions

	Biblical Inspired Scenes & Scripture Index 


Simply touch or click your version of choice for this parable below:

A Maze In Grace (The Parable)

It’s the most popular 3-D maze challenge for Little Gracie. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

The Parable of lce-Cream Soup  

A little girl learns about the conditions of Faith in an unlikely place.  

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

The Parable of the Lawyer’s Lullaby 

A determined lawyer hires a Detective to solve a mystery around the courtroom conditions against her last case.

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

Peculiar Treasure (the Parable) (Poetry) 

An ‘enchanted wish’ comes true in the ‘closest’ of ways!  

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

Batteries Not lncluded (the Parable) 

Jeffrey learns the difference between the game he is playing, and “the game he was playing!” 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

The Parable of the Waitress’s Tip  

A mysteriously absent waitress adds insight to the menu for a starving customer. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

The Parable of the Counselor’s Gift  

A school counselor gains exaggerated popularity amongst a curious news reporter, despite a statistical mystery. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

The Parable of the Calendar’s Watch  

A “familiar” celebrity is asked to help promote a mysterious product. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

Couples Therapy Parable (Poetry)

“...as their Exes cheer against them...”

Story Version  • WordPlay Version 

The Parable of the Blindfold  

A patient sneaks to another doctor for a second opinion. 

Story Version  • WordPlay  • Family Skit

The Blindfold (Part 2) Testing Faith 

Faith is tested thoroughly in an impromptu patient’s visit. 

Continued automatically from your version of choice. 
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Simply touch or click the animating scriptures to read & return to this story.

The Importance of Bible Study

The Thirsty Cup Parable 

To reach the top of the water fountain, the thirsty schoolboys work together.

“I’ll lift you on the count-uh three,” Frank tells Christian. 

“One...” they say together, “Two... THREE!” Frank holds his friend Christian up, with all his child strength, and can hear the water now flowing. 

“Hurry up Christian,” Frank says as the seconds get heavier. “Is our cup almost full?”

“What cup?” Christian replies puzzled. 

“The big cup we got from the cafeteria! We can save it for later. You’re not even thirsty right now (Psalms 143:5)!”
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​“Yeah but this way, I will continue to feel full (James 1:22).”
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“Forget using your mouth to feel full! Use your cup for a full fill (Deuteronomy 11:18) (Proverbs 7:3) (Psalms 77:10:11) (Jonah 2:7)!” 

Christian’s ‘weight’ becomes too much for Frank to hold, causing them both to fall (Ecclesiastics 12:1). 

“Sorry Frank!”

As Christian tries to return the favor, he simple isn’t strong enough to lift his friend up.  

The End

Story Symbolism

	Cafeteria = Wisdom

	Christian = Christians 

	Fountain = Bible 

	Lift = Support 

	Water = Scriptures 

	Cup = Heart 

	Drink = Experience 

	Thirsty = Troubled


Moral

Frank(ly) to every Christian, how can a “cup runneth over” if we drink directly from the faucet? Wisdom is feeling (and filling) The Word in your heart (both are needed) so you’ll never urgently “thirst” for biblical instruction.

Character Interaction  

The good news, for both Christian and Frank, is the sound of their much taller friend walking down that same hall. And that person is you! Can you them fill their cup? Can you store 20 scriptures? Take Christian’s Challenge! Learn how on Chapter 4
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A Maze In Grace (The Parable)

It’s the amusement park’s most popular attraction: The Giant Maze. And children run inside this life-sized mystery, knowing that only one child has ever completed it! Long ago the whole park watched Justin amaze a maze and become that child legend who found its path to victory. Remembering the only one who’s ever won keeps The Giant Maze filled with kids vowing to be the second.  

Still dizzy from her last rollercoaster ride is Little Gracie. She leans on the maze’s Start sign, waiting to get her balance back. Plotting to win, Little Gracie stares inside The Giant Maze’s scenery where everything appears black-and-white. But somehow its players look even dizzier than her! Children inside go from just wondering to just wandering. And some players, ashamed of their previous decisions, begin to trace the path of others to manipulate blame. Others just ‘go wherever the wind blows’ them, while some players stand still around its ‘gray areas.’ Little Gracie is now less dizzy and more concerned as players are losing more than the game. They’re losing their energy, their since of direction, and their friendships. She can see clearly, from the Start, this maze is finishing players; not the other way around. 

As the game goes on, players can only find the path to frustration. It’s everywhere as some become aggressive, step on the backs of others, and hit the walls. Also unethical paths have some craftier players even pretend to be Justin, the only winner so far, so they can sell ‘the winning directions’ to others for their tokens. And only Grace sees them sneaking away past her and the Start area before their kid customers realize they’ve been cheated. And as players begin accusing others for being in their way and blocking their path, Grace drops her head in disappointment. 

“It’s just a GAME!” Grace yells to her school friends inside. 

Grace throws her cotton candy to distract the emotions inside this life-size puzzle. But she misses her target and strikes the ‘the man upstairs’ operating the Ferris Wheel.  

“Sorry!” Little Gracie apologizes. 

“It’s okay,” the smiling Park Operator says while climbing down to return her treat. “I couldn’t help but notice you starring into The Giant Maze.  Do you think you’ll go inside?”

“I was gonna,” Little Gracie says, “but I probably won’t. I’m not sure I can win this game. But I am sure this game isn’t worth winning.” 

“Wow,” the Park Operator reacts, “you sound just like Justin!” 

Grace pauses, looking up at the Park Operator as he continues. 

“Players don’t enter in this maze, as much as this maze enters in its players! It is here where the lost pretend to be found, Grace. It is right here where artificial barriers, excuses, rules, and bad reasoning are made. I see too many kids follow everything except their heart until they can barely find themselves! Wisdom realizes it is, as you say, a game that’s not worth winning.”

“But Justin did win!” 

“Uh huh... he sure did,” smiles the Park Operator as Grace ponders to herself.

“OOOH... I’ve GOT it,” Gracie says and runs quickly in a determined direction. 

The park operator heads back upstairs and hears the whole park cheering. Already knowing why, he turns to see Grace running down the maze’s Finish with every park light flashing. He smiles. With microphones in her face, Grace thanks ‘the man upstairs’ and begins to speak. 

“The maze itself is the REAL barrier! We simply must go around it to find the path to victory! Any other way is a trap for our energy, our growth, and our potential.”  

The exhausted players lean in closer as Grace continues.

“And for those already inside, the correct way is the only direction this maze doesn’t offer: up! So make contact with ‘the man upstairs.’ He has the Ferris (fairest) way to guide us’ and take us from being lost in a maze, to being found in amazement... above and beyond this game.”

The End  

Story Symbolism

	Amusement Park = Earth

	Ferris (Fairest) Wheel = Heavenly Viewpoint

	Maze = Politics

	Barriers = Barriers 

	Gray Areas = Controversy

	Players = Mankind

	Rollercoaster = Life’s Ups and Downs

	Cotton Candy = Good Intentions 

	Park Operator = God

	Little Gracie = Grace of God

	Justin = God’s Glory

	Black and White Scenery = Alleged Easy Nature

	Fair Tokens = Money and Possessions


Moral

Life is a treasure hunt for smiles inside a pretty tricky maze. But with a little help for ‘the man upstairs’ you have “a maze in grace (Amazing Grace).” And the (narrow) path to victory awaits. Obstacles are rarely in the heart of the maze, but in the maze of the heart.

Fun Facts

	Despite her dizziness and disappointment, Little Gracie was an “observer” the entire time (Proverbs 4:7) (Daniel 11:35) and literally from the very Start.

	Inspired by words of the Park Operator, Little Gracie literally “took those steps to win.”  

	Gracie’s outcry that “it’s just a GAME” wasn’t enough to distract the “chaos inside.” But her victory was. 

	Child legend, Justin, is from the Parable of The Hidden Smile (in the first Christian Parables book) which animated a lesson in Salvation.


Discussion Questions

	Do you think friendships in jeopardy gave Little Gracie extra motivation to win? Why or why not?

	Initially “dizzy,” Little Gracie waited as long as she needed “to get her balance back” from the (ups-and-downs) rollercoaster ride. How important was her decision?

	Do you think The Giant Maze’s black-and-white scenery (alleged easy nature) prevented its players from using their knowledge and wisdom? 
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The Parable of lce-Cream Soup

“Wish me luck Mom,” Faith says through her ice cream tasting. “When Dad arrives home, I’m gonna ask him for a bigger allowance.”

“Good for you,” Mom replies. “Do you think it might mean more chores for you to do?” 

“I hope not,” Faith replies, starring in her ice cream bowl. “I don’t want more work! But I’m sure when Dad senses my excitement, and sees my ‘please face’, it will be all I need to make this happen!” 

“I see,” Mom says smiling. “Well it’s a good thing dishwashing is already a chore of yours! Are you ready?”  

“Can I please finish my ice-cream first?” 

“Well... why don’t you put it in the oven for later?”

“But Mom... the oven is powered ON right now! My ice cream will turn to soup!” 

Mom smiles at Faith and replies, “Always remember the lesson in this moment. Faith without works is like ice cream in an oven: only one power-switch away from having artificially warm feelings which surely melt the ‘Rocky Road’ before you finish.”

The End 

Story Symbolism

	Faith = Confidence

	Oven = Warm Feeling 

	Dishes = Obedience 

	Mom = Advisor 

	Sunny = Believer 

	Ice Cream = Desire 

	Chores = Works 

	Allowance = Blessing 

	Dad = Heavenly Father


Moral

A desire cannot be held too long inside initially warm feelings (John 2:14). Like ice cream in an oven, faith without works just melts away until ‘solid’ action is taken.

Fun Facts

	The “Rocky Road” symbolizes both a flavor and a common pathway to a substantial blessing.  

	Faith could see the “power-switch” on the oven, but not in herself.

	The dynamic of “daddy’s little girl” represents the already pleasing dynamic between (actual) Faith and God (Hebrews 11:6). 

	The Mom’s smiles represent a natural version of a “warm feeling,” rather than artificial development.  

	“Ice cream” has a homonym effect with “I scream:” an emotional destiny to unfulfilled desires.


Discussion Questions 

	How do you feel about the “wish me luck” statement Faith began with? What about her reply “I hope not!” Use scripture to support your reaction? 

	Share a time in your life when you may have metaphorically “stored your ice cream in an oven.” What “extra work” could you have added? 

	Share a ‘rocky road’ with your own faith in your life.  
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The Parable of the Lawyer’s Lullaby 

The Lawyer invites the firm’s Detective into his office. 

“I need your help,” the Lawyer says. “Could you investigate the courtroom in my last trial? Something weird was going on in there!”

“Sure,” the Detective agrees, “what happened?”  

“Well every time I tried to cross-examine a witness, they became very sleepy, almost instantly! Some even fell asleep on the stand. And the Judge just let them leave, one by one, cheating me out of getting their testimony.”

“Wait-a-second,” the Detective replies, “maybe THAT was the motive! Without your evidence, the case would have to be dismissed, right? Are you sure the witnesses were really asleep? Maybe they were just pretending to be for a creative escape.”

“You know what,” the Lawyer’s agrees, “I was in the same courtroom and I was never sleepy!” 

“And you said the Judge simply excused them from the witness stand. Maybe the Judge was in on this! How else could this sleeping plan work? Forget the courtroom conditions! We should investigate the Judge. What’s his name?” 

“It was... wow, I’m can’t remember right now.”

“No problem,” the Detective assures.  “What about the defendant’s name? We can go from that?” 

“The defendant’s name is.... is in my briefcase. Let me find it for you.”

The detective waits as the Lawyer scours his entire office.

“You know what,” the Detective interrupts, “your case is so unique that I’m sure the courthouse can identify it and help me with the details. I’ll head over there now.” 

“Thank you Detective. I know it’s here somewhere. I’ll call you with the information.”  

Arriving at the scene of this sleeping phenomenon, the Detective has the extra challenge of investigating without any names, case numbers, timeframes, or even a specific courtroom! But before he can experience his full dilemma, the Detective sees the Lawyer’s briefcase in a room which seems empty, until he hears the sound of someone snoring. It is a female Juror fast asleep in the jury panel. 

Stunned at her true sleep mode, the Detective knows there is more to discover. So he awakes the Juror. 

“We should move you out this room, Miss. I wanna investigate what’s causing everyone here to fall asleep.” 

“Save your investigation,” the Juror responds, “it was the Lawyer.” 

“The Lawyer?” 

“It was the Lawyer’s lullaby of a case,” The Juror replies through a yawn. “Witness after witness took the stand. And no matter honest, informative, or helpful their testimony was... the lawyer kept asking the same questions over and over again, like they never answered! And the more exhausted the witness got, the more excited the lawyer became until the Judge declared a mistrial. It was weird, pointless, and lot of other things! But the one thing it wasn’t was coffee.” 

“I realize the trial is over,” the Detective says, “but I’m gonna cross-examine YOU now! The Lawyer complained about witnesses falling sleeping before he got the chance to question, and not after like you describe. Can you explain that?” 

“That’s not true. But I can still explain this because, when I’m not a Juror, I’m a doctor. And based on the Lawyer’s behavior, it’s clear he has amnesia.”

The Detective’s eyes widen as she continues. 

“I don’t think the Lawyer even remembers how repetitive and ineffective he was being, or how rude he was to the Judge. In fact, I’d be surprised he even remembered the Judge’s name!” 

The Detective’s eyes widen more. 

“I bet all this Lawyer remembers are the mysterious conditions where he didn’t get his way... and felt dismissed.”

The End

Story Symbolism

	Lawyer (Prosecutor) = Reasoning 

	Detective = Knowledge 

	The Firm = Heart

	Courtroom = Conversation

	Witnesses = Clarity

	Sleepiness = Weariness (Spiritual Exhaustion)

	Briefcase = Bible

	Juror = Truth

	Case = Argument

	Judge = God Almighty

	Lawyer’s Condition = Dismissive Behavior


Moral

Strife changes the Truth for itself. Peace changes itself for the Truth. Any “condition” that exhausts the process of knowledge itself can only be the beginning of a “cycle” of unproductive embarrassment and even more mystery.  Don’t be “a lawyer with amnesia.” If we don’t change our absence of mind, then we don’t mind our absence of change. 

Fun Facts

	This entire court story never mentioned a defendant, but only “something weird going on.” 

	Both the Lawyer and the Detective shared the same firm(ness), with initial reflexes toward each other (Proverbs 21:2). 

	The Detective’s discovery, without any real details, symbolizes the promise: seek and you shall find (Jeremiah 29:13). 

	The case was officially declared a mistrial (temporary); it was not dismissed (final) (Matthew 3:2).  


Discussion Questions

	How would you rate the interrogation level of the Detective toward other characters? 

	What other reasons are possible for why the Detective was willing to begin an investigation with “an extra challenge” of no real details? Share a similar story where someone’s determination skipped the details like the Detective.

	How different would the story have been if the Detective were never called in? 


Character Interaction  

What kind of skills would a detective need to have to investigate without any details, like this one? Read the Detective’s Charity versus Ability essay and “discover” 3 essential things to be effective in any “case (Chapter 4)!”
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Peculiar Treasure (The Parable) (Poetry) 

No man exists with my enchanted wish

to craft a love affair with God and trust His management,

and graph above the stares I’ve gotten from abandonment

But yet, I couldn’t understand it when HE granted this! 

Imagine this: God said, “Enough repairs! You must be fair.

Prepare MY coming from upstairs 

to interrupt these prayers. 

From your heart, the truth is clever

But putting these clues together.... 

gives you your measure of 'peculiar treasure.'

I have merged your truth with pleasure many years ago.

I have blurred you views in pressure. 

Any tear would know!

You empty fears should show exactly how, 

so don’t attack ME now...”

Then HE appeared in those attracting clouds.

With all my prayers that last for paragraphs,

I didn’t dare to ask a thing except to spare the laugh

and share the facts

I said, “I’m ready for the clues you’ll part with.” 

God replied, “How shall I start this 

to prove your heart rich?

I have evidence, Heaven sent, of your enchanted wish.

It has a puzzle-tested smile 

that’s left your struggle less than mild. 

The first to dance with 

in your circumstances,

It’s like a Couple blessed with child, 

within one huddle-essence style! 

Still guessing? It was my blessing to your urgent request.

And Mother Nature’s still requesting a paternity test.

‘Cause who’d believe the Earth could surface this? 

Somehow your birth certificate goes perfect with this wish. 

But only hear It when you listen in, 

for a rest above words.

The Holy Spirit is my synonym 

for ‘Heaven on Earth.’

So when I bless a fellow Christian 

to digest My Melo System ...

It proves your measure of peculiar treasure.... forever.”

The End

*In no way is this parables use of “peculiar treasure” intended to compete with or replace the original reference to Israelites in Exodus. It is merely symbolic of an equal since of appreciation in the “new” temple of the New Testament.

Poetry Symbolism

	Man = Christians 

	Enchanted Wish = Oneness with God

	Peculiar Treasure = The Holy Spirit

	Upstairs = Heaven


Moral

No one can afford to overlook our current spiritual shepherd: The Holy Spirit. Ever since Jesus rose again, our Leader is so close to us... that It’s inside us! And It’s influence is so overwhelming that even the world acknowledges it through other nicknames (like Conscience). So during our spiritual journey to the New Testament’s “Promised Land (Heaven),” in this wilderness of a world, look no further for a sign. Look inside! God Bless.

Fun Facts

	The man was unknowingly interacting with and through his “enchanted wish” the entire time (John 15:26)! 

	Notice that God respected the man’s request to “spare the laugh and share the facts.”

	The “prayers that last for paragraphs” represent long, lengthy, traditional religious formats.  

	Notice the easy-going, one-on-one dynamic the entire time. 

	Realize that God actually did come down specifically to talk with the man about a better relationship. 


Discussion Questions

	When God jokingly said “don’t attack ME now,” what could HE have been making a subtle reference to? 

	Elaborate on the lyrics “...from your heart, the truth is clever.” 

	What do you suppose God meant by saying, “Enough repairs?”

	God respected the man’s request to “spare the laugh and share the facts.” How unique might this approach be compared to others with God?
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Batteries Not lncluded (The Parable)   

“Here you go,” Corey says dropping his coins into Jeff’s hands.

“Sold,” Jeff says, “I have more baseball cards for the same price.”

“Wow,” Corey replies, “even after all the one’s you sold at school today, you still have some left? What are you saving up for anyway?”

“Come on, the cards are in my room.”  

“Wow,” Corey says walking inside, “you sure have a lot of new batteries lying around in here! You should look for a way to sell these instead to afford whatever you... what are you saving up for?”

Tommy ponders how to answer until Chris realizes on his own.  

“Wait-a-minute,” Chris says, “you sell your baseball cards... to buy all these batteries?” 

“Yeah,” Jeffrey admits. “It’s the only way to keep playing my video game! All these batteries are for this game player.”

“Lemme see,” Corey picks up this demanding device. “Wait a second! This game player has a chord attached! Just plug it in, silly!” 

“Corey, it’s too uncomfortable when it’s plugged in! Who likes being tethered to the wall? I wanna feel further away and able to move around more!”

“So... you’re actually hoping to ‘sell out’ your birthday gift of baseball cards, just to afford your plan to feel LESS connected?” Sounds to me like a ‘different game’ with an ‘extra controller.’”  

Jeff considers this as Corey continues.

“How far away and detached do you need to be inside the comfort of your own home?  You’re right beside an uninterrupted power source, which your Father already paid for! Keep the rest of your cards, keep the quality of your time and play. Stay connected.”

The End 

Story Symbolism

	Home = God’s Presence

	Baseball Cards = Gifts & Purpose

	Birthday Gift = Unique Gifts from God 

	Sell = Trade (Sacrifice)

	Game Player = Heart

	Video Game = Lifestyle

	Power Source = God

	Batteries = Spiritual Distance  

	Chord = Relationship with God


Moral

Direct fellowship with God will perfect the needs of a man’s heart. But preferring more (cordless) distance begins a cycle of control and sacrifice of your God-given gifts until you have completely “sold out.” Don’t be your own Delilah and “cut yourself short.” It’s too costly for anyone. “Start over!” 

Fun Facts

	The baseball cards symbolize the potential to discover extreme value.

	Jeff’s character was inspired by Esau

	Jeff’s full first name (Jeffrey) initially sounds “free.” 

	The moment where Jeff “ponders how to answer” symbolizes rehearsed public opinion.

	Corey’s discovery of the chord did not surprise Tommy. He already realized it!


Discussion Questions

	Despite realizing the chord before Chris, Tommy prefaced his dilemma by insisting the batteries were “the only way to get playing time!” What might his motivation had been? 


Character Interaction  

Take the Stay Connected Challenge 

Continue to Chapter 4 
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The Parable of the Waitress’s Tip

“Well hello again Eugene,” the Waitress approaches. “What will it be today? Your usual lunch special?”

“Well that kinda depends,” Eugene replies. “Is it true that you guys are closing early today? 

“Yeah,” the Waitress confirms, “we’ll be closing early right before dinner time.”

“I see,” Eugene says handing the menu back, “I’ll have Combo One... Two... Three-Four-Five and Combo Six...with a Diet Cola please.”

“Well if your co-workers are all dining here, you could use our banquet room with a bigger table!”  

“No... this is all gonna be for me, just me,” Eugene says sadly. “See I’ve been struggling with something inside me that just never feels full! My appetite mysteriously just keeps on ticking to extra weight, but won’t wait extra! So I’ll need to eat Dinner for Lunch today too! I apologize, I shouldn’t bother you with my problems.” 

“That’s okay,” the Waitress says. “Let me bring you an appetizer immediately. I’ll be right back!”

Almost before he can agree, the Waitress returns to his table with the appetizer as promised.

“Thank you, really.” 

Time goes by without the Waitress in sight. Finally Eugene sees her and gestures urgently.

“Thanks so much for this appetizer so far. But whatever you guys haven’t cooked yet, please don’t! I can’t explain why, but I feel great inside with no hunger after that miniature-sized appetizer! And of course I’ll gladly pay for...” 

“We didn’t make any of them,” the Waitress smiles. “I knew we wouldn’t need too.” 

“Really,” Eugene says surprised, “how?”

“Well... I only work here to put myself through college to become a Nutritionist. So I am educated on the natural way digestion works! The platter I gave you is organic: free from the artificial preservatives designed to keep people hungry.”  

“Are you serious? There are ingredients like that?”

“Oh yeah,” the waitress sits down with Eugene and whispers, “there are chemicals to make bread rise more attractively, artificial sweeteners to change energy levels. And unfortunately Eugene, I’m dishing about the dishes here! I just found out today that this place uses them.” 

“So this is the reason for my appetite.” 

“It’s also the reason for this place closing early. The Chef quit... right after I did this morning! In fact, I’m not even supposed to be here right now! But I’ve been hiding around so I can warn my favorite customers.” 

“I can’t thank you enough,” Eugene reacts. “Can I pay you for the appetizer?”  

“It’s on me,” the Waitress says, “Eugene you’re a great and generous customer. So THIS time let me give YOU a tip: since this is the only restaurant in town, start growing your own healthy foods, and learn how to cook. The appetite you once had is nothing compared to the appetite of this business. It’s like a “bottomless pit!”

The End 

Story Symbolism

	Restaurant = Earth

	Appetite = Purpose

	Hunger = Void in the Heart

	Organic = Natural Intent

	Waitress = Truth

	Eugene = Mankind

	Chef = Compromise

	Artificial Ingredients = Man-made Influence

	Cooking = Bible Study

	Bread Chemical = Leaven of the Pharisees

	Menu = Earthly Satisfaction

	Artificial Sweeteners = Vain Motivation

	Appetizer = Bread of Life & Fruits of Holy Spirit 


Moral

There’s no appetite to sin around the spiritual “bread” of life, “fruits” of the Holy Spirit, and a “cup” that runneth over! Avoid the “aftertaste” of vanity. And always remember that nothing “serves” a man better than the truth. God bless!

Fun Facts

	Realize the quitting order: first the Waitress (Truth), then the Chef (Compromise). 

	Eugene’s order, without looking at the menu, symbolizes that he’s “seen it all before.”

	The news about the restaurant’s early closing probably came from “a sign.” 

	Notice the Waitress reflex to “sit down and whisper with” Eugene, when he pursued more knowledge.  


Discussion Questions

	Overall how would you rate the Waitress’s customer service skills?

	Why do you think the Waitress responded to Eugene’s needs first, before offering the bigger picture?  

	How do you feel about the Waitress hiding around after quitting to warn her favorite customers?

	Notice how “that’s okay” was the Waitress’s reply, when Eugene felt he shared too much of his personal challenges to her. How beneficial was this?  


Character Interaction  

She’s ready to ‘dish about those dishes!’ After all, the Waitress no longer works for them anymore, right? As the Waitress continues hiding around to warn more customers, you have a unique opportunity to help her spread this fulfilling message further! Read and share her rhyming mission as a Camouflaged Prophet in Chapter 4. God bless! 
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The Parable of the Counselor’s Gift

“It’s a gift,” the School Counselor explains to the news reporter. And it seems to be her answer to every question, even though she asked for this interview. “It’s a gift” is all she offers to explain her sudden popularity. Surveys score this School Counselor at number one: more admired than the Principal, the Coach, and all the teachers combined! The news reporter continues trying for a variety of answers. 

“Well what about the scoring pattern, Counselor? I notice you score highest with kids involved in school fights. Could you talk specifically about how you inspire them? How do you do it? 

The School Counselor does open up more. But her responses seem very basic with nothing unique enough to justify her isolated success. From “let you smile be your umbrella” to “forget your troubles and just get happy,” the journalist sits both confused and unimpressed. His next question probes deeper.  

“And despite ‘the gift’ you have, school fights have actually been on the rise! Now it’s actually been suggested that some kids are literally fighting to see you. Some believe their misbehavior is only done to skip the long waiting line to make an appointment with you, Counselor! How do you respond? Or maybe you have a different theory to helps us understand.”

“Well I think that maybe it’s a challenge for me to be even less selfish with my gift.”

“I see,” replies the now frustrated news reporter. “Well... would it be okay, Counselor, to see you in action one day?” 

“I’ll share my gift, sure!” 

The next day another school fight occurs. The one-sided battle between an Honor student and his bully increases the crowd and the chaos longer than usual. So the Counselor is desperately called. Live news cameras follow behind them as they walk into the Principals Office.

“Okay,” the Counselor says entering inside “where are the boys?”

“We separated them,” the secretary answers. “Bully is Room 1, honor student Room 2.” 

“Thanks.” The Counselor turns toward the Reporter. “Okay I always deal with the more likely victim first which is the honor student in Room 2. I’ll speak to him alone.” 

“Absolutely!” The news reporter says cuing the cameraman.  

As the Counselor heads inside, her school fans eavesdrop next to the door for the magical conversation they expect. But the words they can make out are the same phrases they use: “let your smile be your umbrella,” and “forget your troubles and just get happy!” Five minutes pass, the door re-opens, and an instantly overjoyed schoolboy walks out.

“Amazing,” a fan says. “It truly is a gift!”

The little boy is now even trying to make arraignments to talk with the other boy.  

“That’s so mature of you young man,” another fan says, “but I think the Counselor is first!” 

“Actually,” The Counselor says, “the security guards are first! It’s our school policy to always send them in first to determine if the bigger aggressor is calm enough and I’m safe enough to go in.” 

“Sure!” the news reporter continues to observe.

Security guards go in and quickly return shaking their heads against it. The Counselor as she head nods back.

“Well it looks like I’m done here,” the Counselor says. “We’ll all just need to be more patient with the other boy.”

“Sure!” The first boy agrees giving her a hug.

“Incredible,” the cameraman admits to the reporter.

“Thank you for coming.” The counselor says to the news reporter. Pulling him closer, the Counselor whispers in his ear, “I told you... it’s a gift.”

Applause surrounds the Principals office as she leaves smiling. 

Still curious about the increase in school fights, the reporter asks to interview the other boy. Immediately the guards fiercely block the door. But even quicker are other school officials insisting the entire news team leave. And suddenly the mystery becomes clear to him. 

“Oh my...” the reporter runs in the other direction past everyone with his confused cameraman. “I think we have an even bigger story.”

Rushing to the secretary, the reporter stares in disbelief.

“You switched the boys and the rooms!”

The secretary shivers as the crowd develops. 

“You tricked the Counselor into consoling the bully, and ignoring the real victim! And you used the security guards to block off the right entrance!”

The security guards rush to the exit with their guilt, pushing news cameras away.

“So the REAL reason fights keep happening here is because the School Counselor bullies the guilt these bullies have developed from their own bullying until it disappears!”

The crowd stares with the cameras as he continues.

“It’s NOT a gift! It’s a deception that you’re causing the Counselor and everyone else to believe! Oh, you are in big trouble. Someone get me to The Principal!” 

“Good luck with that,” replies the secretary, “you won’t believe this either but I was just doing my job! And I don’t work for HIM. I work for her.”

The End 

Story Symbolism

	School Counselor = Simplicity

	Secretary (Assistant): Manipulation 

	News Reporter = Righteousness (Hunger and Thirst) 

	School Fights = Strife

	Cameraman = Public Viewpoint

	Survey = Opinions

	The Principal = The Principle of Righteousness 

	Teacher - Official Advisors

	School = The World

	Interview - Testing the Spirits

	Gift = Presents (of Presence) 

	Honor Student = Wisdom

	Bully = Folly

	Security Guards = Advice

	School Policy = Tradition


Moral

Simplicity is willing to manipulate itself and betray wisdom just to be popular (believe it or not). So its mysterious ‘gift’ that merely sounds like presents (presence) should be fairly questioned (or interviewed). Simplicity is a lukewarm intervention more likely to protect vanity, and block truth. Any authority lacking a real “hunger and thirst for righteousness” will only increase the ongoing struggle between wisdom and folly.

Fun Facts

	It was the Counselor who asked for the interview, not the other way around (Proverbs 16:19).

	The Counselor’s private whisper animates a reprobate mind (Romans 1:28).

	The (non-questionable) school policy (tradition) was the only thing the Counselor was specific about. 

	The eavesdropping fans could not make out any questions (just rhetorical statements). 


Discussion Questions

	Interpret the very last line in the story: “I don’t work for HIM, I work for her.” 

	What do you think the other boy would have told the news reporter (in scripture)?

	Imagine how the Counselor’s fans felt around the news crew? Explain why.


Character Interaction  

No one got a chance to hear from the other boy: the real Honor Student. But you can! Read his essay: The Top 20 Biblical Signs of a Fool in Chapter 4.
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The Parable of the Calendar’s Watch

The cheers get louder and louder as the Celebrity walks inside the store. She shakes the business promoter’s hand and then waves hers to the cheering crowd: each one with a calendar in their hand. Simply buying this store’s calendar today earns an autograph and chance to meet the star in person! And with her fan club of jumping girls and blushing boys, this store has already sold out. So the promoter rushes out to make more copies. Meanwhile the cheers follow the Celebrity as she meets, poses for pictures, and finally signs everyone’s calendar. But in the corner of her eye, she sees a separate stand with a gentleman selling another product. Whatever it is doesn’t appear to be doing nearly as well as the calendars. 

“Mark your calendars folks,” the promoter announces, “because she, and our wonderful calendars, will be returning back here soon!” 

Applause erupts again as the event planners thank her. And as the chasing crowd moves to the left, she gets a much clearer view of the gentleman salesman. Still trying to make out exactly what product he’s selling, she leaves for lunch.  

Inside the restaurant with her agent, the Celebrity notices people in her VIP section disappear, running toward a new arriving guest. She realizes it’s the same less popular gentleman vendor at the marketplace event. The older gentleman hands out the same mysterious product to all who simply ask. And to the Celebrity’s surprise, she realizes that even her agent has left their table to shake the gentleman’s hand.  

“Just who is this guy?” the Celebrity wonders, “and what is he selling?” The gentleman smiles at her stare and whispers an equally mysterious request in her agent’s ear. And filled with excitement, her agent takes his hand and walks the gentleman to the Celebrity’s table.  

“I’m a huge fan of you.” The gentleman says to the Celebrity. 

“I really appreciate it,” the Celebrity replies looking around for his calendar copy to autograph. “Thank you sir!” 

“I was just talking with your agent, hoping you would consider endorsing my product instead of Mr. Calendar’s.”

“Oh ... we ACCEPT!” The agent says impulsively. 

“Well wait-a-second,” the Celebrity laughs along with the gentleman. “I would like to know more if I may!” 

“Of course!” The gentleman says sincerely. 

“Please have a seat, sir!” 

“Here take my chair, Sir!” The agent offers. “You guys discuss the details while I’ll find our waiter for another chair!” 

As the gentleman sits down next to her, customers peek with smiles and thumbs up, cheering on the lucky one. It is unclear to the Celebrity which one she is. The gentleman begins. 

“I know what Mr. Calendar has agreed to pay you. But I am prepared to offer you even more!”

“Well with all due respect, sir. Your product didn’t seem as popular at the store event.” 

“You can’t always believe what you see,” the gentleman says smiling. “I own the entire marketplace. Mr. Calendar rented today’s limited time here. I was just keeping an eye on my store.”

The Celebrity leans in more as he continues.

“Today’s shoppers only see the decorations of a crafty businessman: celebrity appeal, commercials, and a chance to party with the majority for a price. But the big picture has Mr. Calendar in huge debt. He secretly needs your endorsement for access to your fans, which means a chance to sell items and be less ‘in the red.’ 

“Well how can Mr. Calendar afford me then?” 

“He can’t! Mr. Calendar put tricks in your contract to avoid paying you.”

The Celebrity’s begins to remember her contract’s complicated language.  

“But his business tactics go even further!” The gentleman points to the Celebrity’s sample calendar. “Look closer at his calendar that everyone bought today. Do you see anything odd about it?” 

“Oh my goodness!” the Celebrity says while pointing, “It’s LAST year’s calendar!” 

“That’s right. Mr. Calendar is all about the money even when it means deliberately selling items that are worthless and outdated with no real value. He uses your fans’ appetite to meet you as camouflage.”

The Celebrity’s eyes open almost a wide as her fans after seeing her.  

“We’ve got to do something, Sir! Some people are living according to that outdated material.” 

“For all his offenses, I will to drive him











	The Celebrity = You!

	The Gentleman = God

	Agent = Heart

	Crowd = Mankind

	Fans = Family and Friends (of You) 

	Event = Life

	Calendar = Sin (For a Season)

	Store = Earth

	Restaurant = Spiritual Realm

	Endorse = Live For

	Autograph = Proclaim

	Mr. Calendar = Satan

	Payment = Blessing

	Contract = Supernatural Intentions

	Restaurant Staff = Angels

	Rented Time = Earthy Time for a Season



	No one ate at the table while the gentleman spoke, unless you count “HIS every word (Matthew 4:4).” 

	The Celebrity first view of the gentleman at the store was from the “right” angle. 

	The agent (heart) demonstrated the same fan club setting for the Gentlemen (God). 

	The excitement of the agent (heart) caused behavior out of traditional character, as it should. 

	The whisper into the agent’s ear represents the privacy between God’s voice and his children. 

	The gentleman’s “smile at her stares” represents the God’s reaction to anyone seeking his face. 

	Notice the gentleman never actually had a calendar himself (pure, without sin).  

	The gentleman referred to their setting as “my” restaurant, in addition to the marketplace he owns. 

	The owner was against a full monopoly. 

	The gentleman being patient with his intervention was ultimately to protect the naïve customers from the effect of a riot. 

	The gentleman adjusted himself to the Celebrity’s auditioning norms before showing her the big picture.  

	Not one episode of envy centered around the restaurant. 

	The customers at the restaurant symbolize “new creatures” being served (still competing to serve God). 

	The gentleman beginning statement, “I’m a huge fan of you,” animates how God loved us first.  

	The gentleman did not speak competitively; he only spoke truthfully. 



	When has your own “agent (heart)” been moved toward the gentleman (God) almost independently out of natural excitement, like in the story? Share this moment.  

	If The Gentleman claimed his success was self-made by his “blood, sweat, and tears,” which scripture(s) supports this.  

	How do you feel about the gentleman’s stating “the real competition is between his craftiness and my truth?”  
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