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        Dedication

        This book is dedicated to my beloved wife Jacqueline Lee (Bowers) Palmer whose love I was privileged to have on this earth for the thirty-nine years of our marriage and the four years of our teen love that preceded it from 1960-1964.  On June 3, 2003, God gave Jackie her heavenly wings.  This book was started during our thirty-seventh year of marriage and finished in what would have been our fortieth year.

        In the forty-three years of earthly love that we shared, God used Jackie to teach me the simplicity of a genuine faith and the resulting earthly righteousness, which is manifested by that faith.  Christian mythology has distorted the righteousness message of Jesus Christ.  This book sets the record straight again about what it really means to accept God’s Son.

        God also used Dean H. Mattila, Jacqueline Mattila and Vernon Enstad to teach me.  They are the three righteous people whom God chose for me, from within the church, to share the spiritual journey of this book with.  These three alone had the courage to stand tall for the truth and stand by my side when we left a fellowship of Christians who long ago decided to turn their back on the truth and embrace mythology.

        Then there is Michael and Maureen Gill, two righteous people whom God brought into my life uncommitted to Christ at the time and used by God to illustrate as He did to Peter in Acts 10:34-35 NIV that, “How true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do what is right.”

        Jesus confirms the kingdom requirement of righteousness in Matthew 25:46 with his words: “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”  In Luke 5:32, Jesus further clarifies this by saying: “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

        This book is also dedicated to the memory of my first son Glen; to daughter Paula & husband James Kantorowicz; daughter Patty & husband Jon Morin; son Brian & wife Brandee Palmer; grandchildren Christopher,  Paul, Kathryn, Bradley, Benjamin, Luke, Braiden, Bronson, those yet to arrive and to the memory of grandson Dylan.

        This book is also dedicated to the memory of my parents and sister Barbara and all others whom have passed on, to my younger brother James Stanley, his wife Denise and sons Jimmy, John and Nick.  This book is also dedicated to Karen and Amy whom God brought into my heart and who will always be like a daughter and granddaughter to me.

        Finally, this book is dedicated to the Christian family that my wife and I were raised in.  How wonderful to have lived life in a fellowship of people not afraid to talk about the Holy Bible, our God and what it means to have a genuine faith.  To those in the family who have wondered why I chose to accept God’s calling, the answers will be found in this book.  I will always be grateful for all of these special people who shared in my life and I trust that our Lord will find them excellent members of His kingdom, even while on this earth and in this present existence.  The Apostle Edward

      
      
        Foreword

        It was a strange scene for me as I found myself watching television on a recent Sunday morning.  As I prepared to leave to open the doors of my own church, I found myself instead surfing with the remote for a few moments.  TV is not a high priority for me, but I was interested in seeing what was on the tube in the way of church services.  Perhaps for my dear wife who would be taking care of grandkids at home that morning?  Perhaps for my grandkids?  Perhaps simply for some good content for my own church teachings?  It didn’t matter.

        All of a sudden, I found myself watching the worship service of a church I had heard much about.  It was an Assembly of God church in the Minneapolis metro area.  The name is not important.  What was important to me at the time was what I saw.  I was watching a praise and worship service on television and it captivated my spirit.  The church was reported by some to be “hot.”  You know, filled with the Holy Ghost and with signs and wonders.  The service was “spirit-filled.”  I can tell you this by just watching as the people were giving their hearts to God in song, dance, praise and worship.

        For years, it was wonderful for me to go up to the altar area, lift my head and arms as high as I could, and praise the Lord.  I would sing and dance around the altar getting “drunk” in the Holy Spirit [see Acts 2:15-21].  The object of praise and worship for me was to press into God’s Spirit and presence.  We are taught in the Bible that through Christ Jesus, we are given the Spirit of truth.  We are also taught that it is our ticket to step into the Holy of Holies to be with God.

        For me, the worship service was very captivating to watch.  I felt myself desiring to “sing, dance, praise and worship” God among those worshippers I saw.  The “praise and worship” looked genuine and as my spirit was drawn in further, I sensed my heart crying out: “Make room for me!”  There is simply something wonderful worshipping God.  We are taught in the Bible that “In His presence” is fullness of joy.  For me, that is exactly what “praise and worship” is all about—getting into company with Him.  I have never known the level of joy I feel with God in anything of this worldly existence.  That isn’t to say the world cannot provide you and I with  joy.  It can, but that kind of joy is short lived.  With God, it is always there, it’s eternal in nature: you just have to “press-in” to Him.

        As much as I wanted to join the praise and worship service, I couldn’t help but wonder: “Who in the crowd was worshipping God in vain?” Who in this particular crowd was going through the motions but inside were not “lovers of the truth?”  Who in this particular crowd was still going to Hell yet thinking they were saved?  The truth has been perverted from many pulpits and Paul’s prophecy in 2 Timothy 4:3-4 was now fulfilled.

        You see I recently left a church with this same type of “inviting” praise and worship service.  However, Solid Rock Church turned out to be a den of thieves, filled with wicked and unrighteous people [Luke 19:46].  People who consider themselves Christian; yet, who routinely and without much thought ignore the truth.  Turning their backs, God saw the fullness of their false witness.

        God reminded me of His word in Matthew 15:8-9 “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me, and in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”  And again it is written in Mark 7:7 that “They worship Me in vain.”

        Do you worship God in vain?  Many, who call themselves Christians, and who think of them selves as being saved by the blood of Jesus, are simply deluding themselves on the way to their eternal home in Hell.  Jesus tells us of this fact.  Why?  Does it have to be this way?

        The message I received from God is to tell those who call themselves Christians that many of them will be going to Hell and that Jesus will serve up a very rude announcement to them as they plead for their eternal soul.  However, by that time, it will be too late.  So, who are these Christians?

        Who is Jesus speaking to in Matthew 7:22-23?  Jesus says: “Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name, cast out demons in your name, and done many wonders in your name?’  And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.”  Jesus’ message is clearly to those who call themselves Christian.  To those who say: “I am saved by the blood of Lamb”  or “I know Jesus.”  This book is a warning to Christians.  Many of you are headed to Hell.  Why? Edward

      
      
        Mythology Prophecy

        “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”  2 Timothy 4:3-4 NIV


      
      
        Truth Prophecy

        “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.  They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 NIV


      
      
        Prophecies Are Fulfilled

        “The prophecies in 2 Timothy 4:3-4 and 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 are fulfilled. Today, mythology is routinely taught from the pulpits of many Christian churches instead of God’s Holy Word and many people attending Christian churches have turned away from the truth.  These people are headed toward Hell unaware of their lost souls.” Edward

      
    
  

  

      
        Chapter 1

        It Starts With The Heart

      
      
        It Starts With The Heart

        “Jesus said to him, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” Matthew 22:37


        “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:13


        “Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart.” Jeremiah 24:7


        “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.” Matthew 15:8


        It starts with the heart. If yours is not 100% committed to God, you will not find Him. It is that simple. For me, this was not an evolutionary process of ever increasing levels of commitment of my heart to God as He challenged me constantly throughout my life to move closer and closer to Him. That is the stuff of Christian mythology. Yes, we know that our faith “comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” [Romans 10:17]. We also know that our faith can grow [2 Thessalonians 1:3]. But does our heart fit this type of growth profile according to God’s Word? I don’t think so.

        Your heart is either committed to God or it is not. God did not have a portion of my heart starting at some point in time, which I then increasingly gave more of it as time progressed. No, I was simply not with God growing in faith. My faith started to grow when I became committed to God. At the very point I gave my heart to Him. Before this time, everything was simply only knowledge in my head. It is true; God had been tugging on me. Yet, I was simply not listening to Him and He did not have my heart.

        It was an instantaneous decision for me at a time of an epiphany. I will talk more about this in the following chapters. Had a pastor properly trained me in the matters of seeking and finding God, it might have come earlier for me. Yet, I cannot be sure of this, I can only speculate. How do you find God? Have you really found Him? Do you know Him? What He likes? Dislikes? What about you? Does God know you? Has your whole heart been given to Him? Do you hold your ground for righteousness’ sake? Would you die on the cross hanging upside down rather than forsake your God? If not, why?

        If you don’t have the answers to these questions, you can find them in this book. That is a bold statement to make; but, as you read on, you will find out that this is a bold book. It is anointed, ordained and designed by God to awaken His people (Christians, Jews, Muslims and all who sincerely fear Him and who work righteousness) before it is too late. As will be explained later, many Christians will actually be going to Hell and many non-Christians will actually be going to Heaven. You say: “How could this be since to get into Heaven requires Jesus?” What about righteousness?

      
      
        What About Righteousness?

        “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.” Acts 10:34-35


        While this book is God’s message specifically aimed at Christians, people of all faiths will benefit from God’s message in this book. The message originates in the words of Jesus. In Matthew, Jesus tells some Christians: “I never knew you!”

        “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father in Heaven. Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name, cast out demons in your name, and done many wonders in your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness!’ ” Matthew 7:21-23


        Exactly whom is Jesus referring to? It is Christians. How do we know that? It is simple, by the words spoken in protest at Jesus’ eternal judgment.

        “Have we not prophesied in your name Jesus?” “Have we not cast out demons in your name Jesus?” “Have we not done many wonders in your name Jesus?”


        Ask yourself this question. Would a non-believer be doing these types of things? I.E. Would a non-believer (non-Christian) lay hands on the sick and say: “In the name of Jesus be healed?” Now think about these questions. Does it not require a very bold Christian to prophesy? Does it not require a very bold Christian to cast out demons? How about doing many wonders? I was a Christian for almost twenty years before I got bold enough to lay hands on the sick for healing. The simple facts from Jesus’ words are that we are not talking about some newborn Christians.

        It is a fact, Jesus is talking about Christian leaders and others in the hierarchy of the Church who have the courage to boldly speak out and use the name of Jesus. If, what they protest is true, it certainly sounds like some good works to me. Doesn’t it? So, what gives? Why would Jesus reject these Christians into the kingdom of Heaven with his astonishing words?

        Jesus said: “I never knew you!” Matthew 7:23

        At least in this biblical issue, we do not have to guess or languish about any issues concerning biblical interpretation (hermeneutics). Jesus gives us the exact reason when he states: “depart from me, you who practice lawlessness!” That’s right, Christians who practice lawlessness! What is he talking about? Didn’t these people profess Jesus as their Lord? Yes, they did. Didn’t they go about the business of good works? Well, it certainly would appear so. Sounds like some kind of works thing to me. And what’s up with this? Isn’t it true that all I have to do is claim the name of Jesus? Do you mean to tell me that I have to actually do something for my salvation?

        This book will provide complete answers to these important questions. It will use as an example of unrighteousness the theft of Solid Rock Church in Elk River, Minnesota. Please note the city and state and don’t get this particular church confused with the many others who have chosen such a worthy name for their own. The last time I searched the Internet, there were many churches with this same name: perhaps hundreds around the world. You might have heard: “We are not the tail, we are the head.” A reference from this and other Christian pulpits to being “front line warriors for God.” As you read on, we will explore some “front-line” issues involved when such a church practices lawlessness and even steals God’s property. In the process, we will examine the issue of righteousness and why it is more important to you than the ability to mouth the words “Jesus is my Lord.”

        Jesus gives us all a clue on righteousness in Matthew 5:20. It is a minimum righteousness standard that is a requirement to get into Heaven. Is there more to getting into Heaven than mouthing, “Jesus is my Lord?” Yes!

      
      
        A Minimum Righteousness Standard!

        “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew 5:20


        At this point, it would be good to define precisely whom we are talking about when the term Christian is used. Christians are those people who claim salvation through the blood of God’s only begotten Son — Jesus. This usually involves accepting Jesus as God’s Son who was “raised from the dead” and then confessing this fact with your mouth and believing it with your heart. Here is the biblical process as outlined and explained by the Apostle Paul in Romans 10:8-10.

        “But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith which we preach): [v9] that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [v10] For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”


        Anything less than this complete two-step process [formula] means that you are not really saved by the blood of Jesus. It is confessing coupled with believing. The part left out by most people who call themselves a Christian is: “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness…” Put another way, your belief in God is so strong that you will stand your ground for righteousness. It means you will stand for truth even in the face of severe persecution. Does this describe Christianity today? No, Christians are often the first to turn their backs on the truth. Why?

        Yes, I know the Word: “Whoever calls on his name shall be saved.” See Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:13. Then take notice that the second reference is located directly at the end of the two-step process. Take heed.

        If you think that being able to mouth the words “Jesus is my savior” means that you are actually saved by Jesus and have assurance of eternal life after you die, think again. This is simply one of the many Christian myths that are now perpetrated in the church during these last days when apostasy rains rampant. However, it is written in the book of James —

        “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe and tremble!” James 2:19


        The matter of salvation can certainly get confusing. Especially within a church that does not speak the truth and the whole truth of God’s Holy Word. For a long time, 1 Corinthians 12:3 seemed to confuse me on this very subject.

        “Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.” 1 Cor. 12:3


        A particular individual close to my heart could mouth the words that Jesus is Lord. Yet, I often wondered about their salvation because of their behavior. Reflecting back on my own walk with God, I can tell you that at Confirmation in a Lutheran church in 1959 I uttered, “Jesus is my Lord.” I can also tell you that in the US Navy in 1963, I signed the Gideon statement in the New Testament to this effect. But I tell you that it wasn’t until May of 1978 that I gave God my heart. Prior to this time, and for the first 32 years of my life, it was all head knowledge. I could mouth the words like everyone else. Very easily too. Yet, there is no doubt in my mind that I was not saved until the belief moved from my head and down into my heart.

        Ask your pastor “Who is a Christian?” and you might get a multitude of answers. At least one pastor I knew refused to answer the question directly and instead said to me: “Many people believe they are Christian if they get together and worship on Sunday morning.” If this sounds like your belief in what a Christian is, it is time to wake up before you face the Judge.

        The best definition I have ever heard of a Christian is a person who has developed a personal relationship with God as a result of accepting and knowing His only human begotten Son Jesus Christ. It is the person who has been led back to God by Jesus.

        It is God the Father who I call my Friend and worship. It is the Father whom I ask of and pray to in Jesus’ name. It is His Son Jesus who I call my brother and friend. It is through Jesus that I can step into the Holy of Holies to worship and fellowship with the Father at any time of day or night. It is through Jesus that the Father pours out upon me His Holy Spirit abundantly, which Jesus refers to as the Spirit of truth. It is God’s Holy Spirit that gives me the strength to stand on truth and righteousness. And it is through Jesus, that the Father brings His kingdom back down to earth for me in this present earthly life. Yes, even in the face of earthly trials and obstacles the Father has me living in Eden with Him in perfect unity, peace and joy. Is this the God you know? Is it the relationship you have developed with Him?

        With the gift of His precious Son Jesus, God asks us to demonstrate to Him that we are responsible people and that we truly have Him in our hearts. Think about this for a moment. Suppose a friend of yours gives you a brand new Cadillac or other luxury car of your choice. If you are poor, you might be surprised when the gift is complete and comes with a lifetime supply of everything you need (insurance, gas, oil, repairs, maintenance & operational items) absolutely free. All you have to do is enjoy the gift. Right? No!

        With such a magnificent gift, you now have responsibilities. A wise man once taught me to watch out for assets, you have to take care of them. In this case, you have to take care of the new car. You drive it, park it, shine it, vacuum it, etc. You keep it in first class shape, don’t you? Isn’t this your part of the deal? How would your friend feel if he came by later only to find junk all over the seats (you let the kids eat in the car and never clean up after them)? Plus a whole lot of other ugly things like a banged up right front fender you refused to get repaired because you had other more important things to do (like watch television). Maybe you even refuse to get the oil changed because you don’t want the bother of taking the time. Even though all these things were provided free to you, it didn’t really matter. You simply took things for granted, turned your back on the giver and decided just to run the car into the ground. So, how do you think your friend will feel about it? Pretty bad. Think he will continue to give you gifts?

        Well, that is exactly how God feels about all those people who call themselves a Christian and who keep on willfully sinning. God didn’t provide you with salvation through His Son free without any responsibility on your part. He expects to fill you with His Holy Spirit and dwell with you back in Eden (on earth in the here and now to accomplish His Will). Just like it was in the beginning with Adam & Eve. Still, maybe you’ve brought into the Christian myth that all your sins were forgiven forever with the blood of Jesus and now you’ve got it all in the bank (salvation for eternity).

        Let me tell you the truth about Jesus. God’s gift of His Son is more about a return to fellowship than about giving you salvation. Salvation is already provided for the righteous and we’ll talk more about this later. For now, let’s go to the book of Hebrews chapter 10. If you think you have a right to sin after claiming Jesus as your savior, it is only an indication that you may be one of those Christians Jesus is talking about in Matthew 7. You have been taught and have bought Christian mythology. In Hebrews:

        “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.”


        “Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” Hebrews 10:26-31


        What? I can’t sin? Well, what we are taught is that we cannot continue to willfully sin. There is a difference between willfully sinning and falling short. Sometimes we wind up sinning and we don’t have a clue as to how we got there. Jesus will fill the gap in your righteousness. He’s just not a replacement for a lifestyle of wickedness (doing things abhorrent to God).

        Yes, Christians can lose their salvation through a willful lifestyle of sin abhorrent to God. A lifestyle that treats the “blood of Jesus as a common thing.” A lifestyle that insults God. A lifestyle that crucifies Christ again on the cross. How do you know you are on track as a Christian? Start checking yourself to see how often and why you stand your ground on the truth. Turn your back lately on a friend who needed your testimony of the truth? Fail to tell the truth because you didn’t want to get involved? If so, brother or sister — you are indeed in trouble with God.

        Remember those who really have Jesus have given their hearts to God and He has given them His Spirit of truth. If the truth is not in you, your business, the church or the situation, then God is not a part of it. If you have to pray about doing the right thing (practicing righteousness), God is not a serious part of your life.

        Still, many Christians are under the erroneous idea that they should let God take care of it. Let Go & Let God is a popular idea. Don’t tell the truth, it only complicates matters and spreads the misery. Let God take care of it. This is the spiritual thing to do? When confronted with evil, God commands and demands that you take a stand for truth and righteousness. Even if you suffer. More about this later. Suffice to say that many people who call themselves Christians are in trouble with God. Perhaps as many as 50% of all who call themselves Christians are really headed for Hell. More on the words of Jesus and his astonishing 50% factor later. So, if you call yourself a Christian, where do you stand in regards to truth and righteousness?

      
      
        Righteous People Belong To God!

        If you are not a Christian, are you a righteous person? If so, you are already in God’s hands even if you don’t realize it. The righteous are God’s!

        “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 1 Peter 3:12


        People who call themselves Christians split 50/50 in recent elections.1 Half of them voted for the Democratic Party that currently supports abortion, a ban on prayer in schools, homosexuality and a whole list of other things that God finds offensive.

        It is estimated that 90% of all black voters voted for this party. Is the Bible really silent on the political and religious issues of our day? Do they really matter to God? If so, why? The biblical answers may shock and even surprise a lot of Christians.

        A counselor once asked my teenaged son. “So, on a scale of 1-10, where is God in your life at this time.” Not fully understanding the question, the counselor said: “Is God just fire insurance for you or is He really a serious part of your everyday life?” Before my son spoke, I already knew what his answer would be. I am happy to say that his answer as an adult would be quite different today. What would your answer be?

        If God is just fire insurance for you, it may surprise you to learn that your fire insurance policy may have expired. In fact, it may be time for you and your family to re-examine your fire insurance policy (Jesus). It is a simple fact that your actions or lack of actions will betray your heart to the eternal God of salvation. The Father has some minimum requirements of us in spite of what you’ve been taught. That is why John the Baptist taught in Matthew 3:8 that you need to bear fruits worthy of repentance. That is why Jesus taught in Matthew 7:16 that you will know people by their fruits
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        Chapter Notes

        
          	Media and News reports of the 2000 Federal Elections in the United States indicated a near 50/50 split among voters who would call themselves Christian and that an estimated 90% of the black constituency voted for the Democratic Party presidential candidate. Back to text
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