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 Part 1

I have something very special to say, especially to
the world of science. During the last two centuries, there has been
a complete misunderstanding about the role of man and his destiny
on the earth. By an unfortunate combination of circumstances, a
whole galaxy of intellectuals, in Europe during the 18th and 19th
centuries, challenged the findings of religion and, in its place,
substituted reason as the final arbiter of human destiny.

They never stopped to think that Nature has
already provided two channels of perception to man. One is the
intellect, and the other intuition. Intellect gives us information
about the material universe. We cannot challenge it. We have to
apply it so far as our life on earth is concerned.

But it gives us no information about the
soul. And how can we conclude this fact is because we are not able,
in the least, to know ourselves. We have no knowledge whatsoever of
our own identity, of our own reality, of the fact, whence we came
and what is our future. Intellect is not able, in the least, to
give us any hint about this vital problem. And why? Because
intellect itself is a product of our inner being. So, it cannot
know its master. It can know the world of senses, the world of
matter, but it cannot know that which has brought it into
existence. It cannot know that to which its life is due.

The result of this repudiation of the
teachings of religion has been what is now before your eyes. There
has been no century in the past in which such bloodshed occurred as
has happened in this enlightened 20th century. The atrocities that
have been committed put to shame all the atrocities of the past.
The gas chambers, the massacres, the terror and the horror let
loose has no precedent in history. And, the wonder is that even now
the leaders of our thought and the rulers of nations are not giving
a correct picture, to the mass of mankind, of the horrors that have
already been perpetrated. It is only now and then that a book is
written or an article appears about the horrors of the last two
wars. And now, we have the most terrible weapons known in history
to fight the third war if it comes.

So, on what basis can we be proud and say
that reason has turned the earth into a paradise? It has not. It is
not the airplanes or skyscrapers or computers or television sets
that make a man. It is his own inner being that makes a man. I will
give you an example.

The moment we awake in the morning, if we
happen to be in a rural area, we find the birds chirping,
beautifully. If we go to the forest, we see the wild animals
running and gamboling and frolicking. Nature likes to have all
those who dwell on the earth to be happy. In fact, pleasure
principle is the most powerful incentive in evolution. But what is
the condition of human beings. Strained from morning till night.
Under tension, under pressure. In such circumstances, how can man
realize his own dignity, his own majesty, when he works like a
slave from daybreak to sunset? He has always some pressure or
tension on his brain. I have to do this. I have to do that. I have
to do this. And this pressure and this tension is created by his
desire for worldly goods, worldly power and worldly chattels. He
has no thought that the Creator Himself dwells in him. He has no
thought that there is a treasure, that there is a wealth in him,
before which all the wealth of the earth is insignificant.

I am not speaking from hearsay. I am not
speaking from knowledge gained from the books. I am speaking from
my own experience. I endorse every word of what the great mystics
and illuminated sages of the past have said. There is no joy, there
is no satisfaction, there is no fulfillment greater than that we
experience when the mind is illuminated. There is no comparison.
The presidents, the rulers, the ministers, the millionaires, the
multi-millionaires, for all the twenty-four hours, live under
stress. A thousand problems weigh on their mind.

But, the man who has realized himself, the
man who has known what he is in reality, lives in a paradise, not
only within, but outside also. There is nothing compared to this
vision.

When we read the books of mystics, we say .
. . in fact the very term mystic is a misnomer. In India they call
it a yogi or a jivan-mukta. That means a man liberated in
life. Jivan-mukta means a man liberated in life who has
experienced the glory of his soul.

From nearly 3,500 years, mystical vision has
been considered to be the greatest achievement of life. In India,
there are four castes which might be known to you. The highest
caste is Brahmins. Brahmins, it was expected, would be those who
would realize themselves, Brahma-jnana ti Brahmina. Brahmin
is one who has known Brahman, who has realized himself. Brahmins
could not keep any property. They did not need it. They had to beg
for food and yet they were the happiest men alive. The most
productive geniuses and the happiest men alive.

The same among Sufis. If you read their
accounts, they have withdrawn themselves from the world. Who would,
now, distract himself from these problems when sun is shining in
his interior? All that is needed, simple dress, natural food, a
shelter to live in and the man is divine. No need for him to have
all the luxuries and all the amenities which modern science has
produced. I will give you another example.

All our religions are hundreds and thousands
years old. The highest products of spiritual striving in India have
been the sages of the Upanishads, about 1,000 years before the
birth of Christ. They lived in hermitages or huts and had simple
food to eat. All the great prophets of mankind have been extremely
simple in their habits. And yet, remember that their books are more
widely read, more honored and more followed than all the books
written during modern times. Why? It is a paradox. We have
beautiful writings from modern intellectuals. But why do not crowds
venerate them, worship them, adore them. What is the mystery behind
this? The mystery is that those great illuminated sages or prophets
talk of the most precious thing in you, the soul, while science and
modern intellectuals write about what is perishable—the body.

There are two alternatives before man.
Either to pamper his flesh, to become fat, to have beautiful
palaces, every convenience, to have every enjoyment which life can
give to the highest possible extent and, then to die in terror and
fear, after, generally, a period of senility and prolonged illness.
Our infirmaries are crowded with men of this type who were once
millionaires, who were once rulers, who were once high in society,
but now are wrecks and no one cares about them. No one even knows
about them.

The other is the glory of the soul, the
realization in this life that I am immortal, that I am a part of
the universe, that I am not this flesh. It is a prison for me.

That is the reason why these great mystics
never cared even if their lives were sacrificed. There has been a
great mystic, one of the greatest, a Sufi, Al Hallaj. He used to
say, “Anur hak,” I am the truth, I am eternal. This was against the
conventional religion. He was warned repeatedly, but how could he
change his inner self? It was his inner self expressing itself. And
so he was ordered to be crucified. He went dancing to the place of
execution, happy, crying “anur hak.” And when he reached there, he
turned towards the crowd, which had assembled, and said to them
that, “If all of you had the same inner condition that I have, then
I would not see this day and I would not be executed. And if I were
like you, in that case, too, I would not be executed. But God has
given me something else which is denied to you. And so, I call for
forgiveness for your sin.”

It is this type of men which spiritual
knowledge, spiritual striving has produced and they have dominated
the whole course of history during the last three thousand years.
It is not the intellectuals. It is not men of science. It is not
the wealthy men. It is not even rulers. It is the illuminated, the
illuminated souls. Every day, the family reads the Bible or the
Koran or the Bhagavad-Gita or Dhammapada and feels
consolation. Why? Why has this religion such a fascination? Because
it is a revelation from collective consciousness to tell to man
that you have a soul which is immortal; that a glory lies in you
which you have to realize; that you have not come to the earth to
live like an animal.

For instance, you cannot have such a dress
as a peacock has. You cannot fly so nimbly as a hawk flies. You can
never have such strength as a lion has. You can never dive or swim
or float in the water as a whale and other creatures do. Therefore,
your superiority in saying that I have invented airplanes, we are
inventing diving boards, is just a vainglorious cry. Nature has
already produced perfect specimens who fly, who dive into the
water, who run and who are beautiful.

But, for man, there is something else and
that is the search for his soul, which for the last two centuries
has been terribly neglected because of the error of the intellect
that there is nothing beyond the body or the matter which we
see.

So, it is to this aspect of our knowledge
that I am trying to draw attention. This much I can tell you, that
there is nothing in this universe, there is nothing in the material
world, even if we are able to progress technologically to the
extent of landing even on other planets or doing anything which
science can enable us to do. There is nothing in all this
comparable, even distantly, to the glory that lies in us.

And perhaps you remember what is said in the
Bible, even. What
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