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Virginia Woolf was born in London in 1882, the daughter of Sir Leslie Stephen, first editor of the Dictionary of National Biography. From 1915, when she published her first novel, The Voyage Out, Virginia Woolf maintained an astonishing output of fiction, literary criticism, essays and biography. In 1912 she married Leonard Woolf, and in 1917 they founded the Hogarth Pres’s. Virginia Woolf suffered a series of mental breakdowns throughout her life, and on 28th March 1941 she committed suicide.
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INTRODUCTION

In December 1904, a little less than a year after Sir Leslie Stephen’s death, his daughter Virginia made her first appearance in print. An unsigned review in a now largely forgotten weekly, The Guardian, of a still more forgotten work by a forgotten author can hardly be described as an arresting debut. It was about as ordinary a beginning, promising nothing, as it is possible to imagine; and as such, as a modestly undertaken professional exercise, it was wholly in character. For Virginia Woolf served an extraordinarily fastidious, self-effacing apprenticeship in what was once called the art of letters. Fame came late to her, as it did to Lytton Strachey (dedicatee of this book) and others of her friends, and clearly it mattered less to her than at times her anxiety about the fortunes of her books might suggest.

The present volume first appeared in April 1925, twenty years after that anonymous début in the pages of The Guardian, and what is more remarkable, scarcely three weeks before the publication of Virginia Woolf’s second novel in the modernist manner, Mrs Dalloway. By now some very considerable indication of her literary capacities had been granted to more than an immediate circle of discerning family and friends. The reading public, or rather a small but significant section of it, had read the first three novels: The Voyage Out (1915), Night and Day (1919), and Jacob’s Room (1922). For the last named innovatory work they may have been prepared – indeed they certainly would have































NOTES

The notes that follow here are not exhaustive. Primarily they set out to locate the sources of Virginia Woolf’s quotations, a subject upon which she was almost as reticent as is the author of Nemo’s Almanac. They establish the provenance of the individual essays (in so doing they draw upon B.J. Kirkpatrick’s classic bibliography) but they do not generally perform elementary biographical tasks, except where elucidation on some point has seemed essential, convenient or, it is hoped, amusing. Where common or garden matters are adequately coped with in the DNB, as for instance in connection with the Pastons, or with such personages as Dr Bentley and Archbishop Thomson, they have been largely left to that work. Again, where Virginia Woolf quotes passim from a work of biography, it has generally been assumed that to identify the volume concerned and not to cite chapter and verse should meet the needs of the majority of readers.

The task of tracking down references has been greatly facilitated by those whose help is acknowledged in the preliminary pages and by consulting, in conjunction with the Monks House Papers at Sussex University Library, a draft of Brenda Silver’s study of Virginia Woolf’s Reading Notebooks (Princeton University Press, 1983), a work of formidable scholarship.

Abbreviations: CR: The Common Reader; DNB: Dictionary of National Biography; N & A: Nation & Athenaeum; TLS: Times Literary Supplement; VW: Virginia Woolf.

‘THE PASTONS AND CHAUCER’

This essay was written specifically for CR. VW read James Gairdner’s edition of The Paston Letters . . . (3 vols., Edward Arber, 1872–5, and 6 vols., Chatto & Windus, 1904). Her quotations are here located in Norman Davis’s edition (2 vols., Oxford University Press, 1971–6). For Chaucer, unless otherwise stated, VW’s source was Walter W. Skeat’s edition of The Complete Works (7 vols., Clarendon Press, 1894–7); line references here are to the second edition of F. N. Robinson (Houghton Mifflin and OUP, 1957). VW occasionally modernises or incorrectly mediaevalises her Chaucer spellings but there has seemed to be nothing to gain here from pointing out where she does so.

1 William Paston in 1427 bought Gresham Manor from Thomas Chaucer, a son of the poet.

2 These details derive from the ‘Inventory of Sir John Fastolf’s Goods’, A.D. 1459, reproduced in Gairdner but not in Davis.

3 Davis, letter 300

4 Ibid., letter 332

5 Ibid., letter 72

6 Ibid., letter 236

7 Ibid., letter 199

8 Ibid., letter 212

9 David Garnett (1892–1981), one of the younger generation in Bloomsbury, had by 1925 published two novels in his own name: Lady into Fox (1922), and A Man in the Zoo (1924); John Masefield (1878–1967): his famous narrative poem, Reynard the Fox, was published in 1919.

10 Nun’s Priest’s Tale, VII. 3202; (Globe edition, 1898)

11 General Prologue, 151–6

12 Knight’s Tale, I. 2307–10

13 Physician’s Tale, VI. 48–9 and 51–4; line 49 is garbled and line 50 omitted; together they should read: ‘Though she were as wys as Pallas, dar I seyn,/ Hir facound eek ful wommanly and pleyn.’

14 Ulysses was published in 1922.

15 Wife of Bath’s Prologue, III. 469–73

16 Nun’s Priest’s Tale, VII. 2830–1

17 Ibid. VII. 2847–8

18 Merchant’s Tale, IV. 1824–5

19 Ibid. IV. 1849–50

20 1387: the year commonly associated with the composition of the General Prologue.

21 Knight’s Tale, I. 1323–4

22 Ibid. I. 2777–9

23 Ibid. 1. 1303–8

24 First line, penultimate stanza, of Wordsworth’s Elegiac Stanzas. Suggested by a Picture of Peele Castle . . . 1805

25 Coleridge, Ancient Mariner, 647–8

26 Clerk’s Tale, IV. 862–6

27 Ibid. IV. 290–1; Skeat has: ‘And she sette doun hir water pot anoon/ Bisyde the threshfold in an oxes stall.’

28 Davis, letter 291

29 Ibid., letter 228

30 Ibid., letter 23

31 Ibid., letter 753

32 Ibid., letters 190, 216, 209

‘ON NOT KNOWING GREEK’

This essay was written specifically for CR. The Sophocles is quoted from Sir Richard C. Jebb’s Electra, (Cambridge University Press, 1894), and Oedipus Coloneus, (CUP, 1885), and is here identified in those editions. For the Agamemnon of Aeschylus, the edition referred to here is that of Eduard Fraenkel (OUP, 1950).

1 Sophocles, Electra, 1–2 (Jebb’s translation)

2 Ibid., 674: ‘Oh, miserable that I am! I am lost this day!’

3 ‘“Whom are you going to dance with?” asked Mr Knightley./ She hesitated a moment, and then replied, “With you, if you will ask me.”’ Jane Austen, Emma (1816); ed. Ronald Blythe (Penguin, 1966), pp. 327–8.

4 Electra, 618

5 Ibid., 770, and Jebb’s translation

6 Presumably ibid., 1415

7 Ibid., 149–52, as translated by Jebb

8 Aeschylus, Agamemnon, 418–9. The precise meaning of this passage has exercised all scholars; Fraenkel translates it: ‘And when the eyes are starved, all charm of love is gone.’

9 Ibid., 1072–3; translated in Fraenkel as ‘O woe, woe, woe! alas! Apollo, Apollo!’ – on which ominous note Cassandra makes her first appearance.

10 Compare with this account of the Socratic method VW’s description of discussions at 46 Gordon Square in ‘Old Bloomsbury’, Moments of Being, (The Hogarth Press, 1976), pp. 167ff.

11 VW quotes from Shelley’s ‘The Banquet. Translated from Plato’ – see Essays, Letters from Abroad, Translations and Fragments by Percy Bysshe Shelley, ed. Mrs Shelley (2 vols., 1852). The original in fact has ‘the wonderful head of this fellow’, p. 124.

12 Ibid., p. 129

13 Part of an epitaph by Simonides (99), from The Greek Anthology in the translation of J. W. Mackail, Select Greek Epigrams, 3rd edn (Longman’s, 1911). The complete epitaph reads: ‘These men having set a crown of imperishable glory on their own land were folded in the dark cloud of death; yet being dead they have not died, since from on high their excellence raises them gloriously out of the house of Hades.’

14 Simonides (100), quoted in full from Mackail.

15 Cf Sophocles, Oedipus Coloneus, 670–7. Jebb has: ‘Colonus, where the nightingale, a constant guest, trills her clear note in the covert of green glades, dwelling amid the wine-dark ivy and the god’s inviolate bowers, rich in berries and fruit, unvisited by sun, unvexed by wind of any storm.’ does mean ‘untrodden’, or rather ‘not to be trodden.’

16 Shelley, ‘The Banquet’, op. cit. p. 97, Agathon’s discourse

17 The words are: sea, death, flower, star, moon

18 John William Mackail (1859–1945), classicist, Professor of Poetry at Oxford, biographer of William Morris and husband of Burne-Jones’s daughter Margaret. (See also note 13 above.)

19 Sophocles, Electra, 151–2; Jebb’s translation cannot strictly be faulted.

‘THE ELIZABETHAN LUMBER ROOM’

This essay was first published in CR. The volumes referred to in the introductory sentence are the five in the edition from R. H. Evans of Hakluyt’s Collection of the Early Voyages, Travels, and Discoveries of the English Nation (1809–12).

1 James Anthony Froude, English Seamen in the Sixteenth Century, new edn (1896)

2 Hakluyt, vol. 1, p. 272

3 Ibid., vol. 2, p. 250

4 Ibid., vol. 3, p. 169

5 Ibid., vol. 3, p. 45

6 Ibid., vol. 2, p. 284

7 Ibid., vol. 1, p. 352

8 Robert Greene, Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay (?1589), viii. 53–4

9 VW read Memoirs of the Verney Family During the Seventeenth Century, ed. Francis Partenope and Margaret M. Verney, 2nd edn (2 vols., Longman’s, 1904).

10 William Harrison, Description of England in Shakespeare’s Youth, ed. Frederick J. Furnivall, 1877, Chapter XV, p. 272. The full context of the passage quoted is interesting: ‘Beside these things, I could in like sort set down the ways and means, whereby our ancient ladies of the court do shun and avoid idleness, some of them exercising their fingers with the needle, others in caul work, diverse in spinning of silk, some in continuall reading either of the holie scriptures, or histories of our own or forren nations about us, and diverse in writing volumes of their own, or translating other mens into our English and Latin tongue.’

11 John Donne, Elegy 19, To his Mistress Going to Bed (c. 1593–8), line 27

12 Sir Philip Sidney, Defence of Poesie or The Apologie for Poetrie, 1595; ed. J. Churton Collins, (OUP, 1907), pp. 25–6

13 Montaigne, Of Vanity

14 Ben Jonson, Epicoene, or the Silent Woman, Clerimont and Truewit, I. i

15 Sir Thomas Browne, Religio Medici, Part II section 11, p. 87 in vol. I, The Works . . ., ed. Geoffrey Keynes, (Faber, 1964)

16 Ibid., I section 51, p. 62

17 Ibid., II section 4, p. 77

18 Ibid., I section 15, p. 24

19 Ibid., II section 10, p. 85

20 Ibid., II section 8, p. 82

21 ‘Afflictions induce callosities, miseries are slippery, or fall like snow upon us, which notwithstanding is no unhappy stupidity.’ Hydrotaphia. Urne-Burial. Ch. V; p. 168 in Keynes, vol. I.

‘NOTES ON AN ELIZABETHAN PLAY’

This essay was revised from an article originally published in the TLS, 5 March 1925.

1 George Chapman, Bussy D’Ambois, II. i, spoken by Nuncius; lines 117–23, ed. Nicholas Brooke (1964).

2 Havelock Ellis edited and introduced in 1888 the works of John Ford in the Mermaid Series of ‘The Best Plays of the Old Dramatists’. The passage quoted from Ellis’s introduction, p. xvii, continues: ‘ . . . He was an analyst; he strained the limits of his art to the utmost; he foreboded new ways of expression. Thus he is less nearly related to the men who wrote Othello, and A Woman Killed with Kindness, and Valentinian, than to those poets and artists of the naked human soul, the writer of Le Rouge et Le Noir, and the yet greater writer of Madame Bovary.’

3 John Ford, The Broken Heart, V. iii, spoken by Calantha; p. 279 in Ellis’s edition.

4 John Webster, The White Devil, II. i, spoken by Isabella; lines 165–7, ed. David Gunby (Penguin, 1972).

5 Beaumont and Fletcher, The Maid’s Tragedy, II. i, Aspatia’s song; lines 72ff, ed. Howard B. Norland (1968).

6 John Webster, The White Devil, V. vi, spoken by Vittoria: ‘My soul, like to a ship in a black storm,/ Is driven I know not whither.’; lines 246–7, ed. Gunby (Penguin, 1972)

7 Ibid., III. ii, 324–5, spoken by Giovanni.

8 Ibid., V. iii, 30–1, spoken by Brachiano.

9 John Ford, The Broken Heart, III. v, spoken by Penthea; pp. 240–1 in Ellis’s edition.

10 Thomas Dekker, The Witch of Edmonton, IV, ii, spoken by Frank; p. 453 in Thomas Dekker, ed. Ernest Rhys (Mermaid Series, 1887).

11 George Chapman, Bussy D’Ambois, V. iii, spoken by Tamyra; lines 66–8, ed. Nicholas Brooke (1964).

‘MONTAIGNE’

Reprinted from the TLS, 31 January 1924; VW’s essay is based on Essays of Montaigne, translated by Charles Cotton, edited by William Carew Hazlitt, (5 vols., 1923). Privately printed for the Navarre Society. Quotations have been identified by essay (English title).

1 Of Presumption

2 Oeuvres complètes de Michel de Montaigne . . . ed. Dr Arthur Armaingaud, (L. Conard, Paris, 1924—)

3 Of Exercitation

4 Of Coaches

5 Of Experience

6 Of the Inconstancy of Our Actions

7 Of Vanity

8 Of Glory

9 Of Three Employments and Of the Art of Conferring

10 Of Repentance

11 Of the Inconstancy of Our Actions

12 Etienne de la Boétie (1530–63), humanist writer, intimate friend of Montaigne.

13 Of Three Employments

14 Of Repentance

15 Ibid.

16 Epaminondas (c. 418–362 BC), Theban general and statesman, frequently referred to in the essays.

17 The Art of Conferring

18 Of the Affection of Fathers to their Children

19 Of Vanity

20 Of Experience

21 Of Vanity

22 Of Cripples

23 Of Vanity

24 Apology for Raimond de Sebonde

‘THE DUCHESS OF NEWCASTLE’

This was first published in CR; a footnote to the title in the original edition lists VW’s reading thus: The Life of William Cavendish, Duke of Newcastle, Etc., edited by C. H. Firth; Poems and Fancies, by the Duchess of Newcastle; The World’s Olio, Orations of Divers Sorts Accommodated to Divers Places; Female Orations; Plays; Philosophical Letters, etc., etc.

1 Charles Lamb paid the Duchess of Newcastle several compliments; but see particularly ‘Mackery End, In Hertfordshire’, in The Essays of Elia (1823), where he refers to her as ‘a dear favourite . . . the thrice noble, chaste, and virtuous, but again somewhat fantastical, and original-brain’d, generous Margaret Newcastle’.

2 Horace Walpole in A Catalogue of the Royal and Noble Authors of England, vol. II (1758), makes several scathing comments about the Newcastles, e.g.: ‘What a picture of foolish nobility was this stately poetic couple, retired to their little domain, and intoxicating each other with circumstantial flattery on what was of consequence to no mortal but themselves!’

3 Thomas Stanley (1625–78), author of a three volume study of Greek philosophy, History of Philosophy (1655–62).

4 VW here quotes from in fact the ‘much altered and corrected version’ of ‘The Palace of the Fairy Queen’ in the so-called second impression of Poems and Phancies of 1664 and not from the first edition of 1653.

5 See Poems and Fancies (1653)

6 The source of this passage has resisted discovery.

7 Demi-heroine in ‘Youths Glory and Deaths Banquet’, Playes . . .(1662)

8 Sir Samuel Egerton Brydges (1762–1837), bibliographer and editor, produced editions of Margaret Cavendish’s autobiography and poems.

9 Samuel Pepys attempted to see the Duchess on 11 April 1667; he succeeded in catching a glimpse of her on the 26th, and again on May Day at Hyde Park.

‘RAMBLING ROUND EVELYN’

This essay was reprinted in part from ‘John Evelyn’, TLS, 28 October 1920, a review of The Early Life and Education of John Evelyn, 1620–1641, with a commentary by H. Maynard Smith, (Clarendon Press, 1920). (References are identified by date of entry in Evelyn’s diary.)

1 26 March 1699

2 11 March 1651

3 9 March 1652

4 19 February 1653

5 27 August 1666

6 Ibid.

7 18 January 1671

8 Tennyson’s ‘The Princess’, 1847

9 The passage quoted is from ‘Conclusion’, lines 86–90.

10 This appears to be paraphrased from 4 February 1685.

11 1 March 1671

12 Margaret Godolphin, née Blagge (1652–78), while a maid of honour at court, declared her ‘inviolable friendship’ in a letter to Evelyn, and came to regard herself as his adopted daughter. Evelyn’s account of her life was first published in 1847. See also her entry in the DNB by Leslie Stephen.

13 See The Diary of Samuel Pepys, 5 November 1665; vol, vi, ed. Robert Latham and William Matthews (G. Bell, 1972), pp. 289–90.

14 Peter the Great stayed at Sayes Court in 1698.

15 27 January 1658

16 17 October 1671

17 28 May 1656

18 23 March 1646

‘DEFOE’

This essay was originally published as ‘The Novels of Defoe’, TLS, 24 April 1919; VW’s chief biographical source was Thomas Wright’s The Life of Daniel Defoe (Cassell, 1894).

1 See Wright, p. 386

2 Reflections during the Life and Surprising Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (1720)

3 Preface to the 8th vol. of Defoe’s Review (1712).

4 See the title page to the original edition of Colonel Jack (1722): ‘Born a Gentleman, put ‘Prentice to a Pick-Pocket’.

5 Roxana (1724); this is either an obscure variant or VW’s own adaptation. Cf ‘. . . my condition was the most deplorable that words can express’, ed. Jane Jack (OUP, 1964), p. 13.

6 Moll Flanders (1722); ed. Juliet Mitchell (Penguin, 1978), p. 186

7 Ibid., p. 126

8 Ibid., p. 154

9 Ibid., pp. 315–16

10 Ibid., p. 241; should read ‘ . . . impious, cruel, and relentless when uppermost and in prosperity . . .’

11 See George Borrow Lavengro (1851), chapters 31 and 40

12 Roxana (1964 edn), p. 80

13 See ‘The Education of Women’ (1697) in Later Stuart Tracts, ed. George A. Aitken (1903)

14 Moll Flanders (1978 edn), p. 88, has: ‘ . . . the women wanted courage to maintain their ground and to play their part.’

15 Roxana (1964 edn), p. 153

16 Ibid., p. 147

‘ADDISON’

This essay is a slightly revised version of ‘Joseph Addison’, TLS, 19 June 1919.

1 ‘The Life and Writings of Addison’, Lord Macaulay, Edinburgh Review, July 1843

2 Alexander Pope, ‘Atticus’, written c. 1715, published first 1722, incorporated revised in the Epistle to Dr Arbuthnot (1735); see also Pope’s correspondence, fraudulently slanted to discredit Addison. W. M. Thackeray, ‘The Famous Mr Joseph Addison’, ch. 11 in The History of Henry Esmond (1852). Dr Johnson, ‘Addison’, Lives of the Poets (1779–81).

3 The Tatler first appeared on 12 April 1709 and was published thrice-weekly until 2 January 1711. Addison’s first contribution was to no. 81 (15 October 1709).

The first Spectator appeared on 1 March 1711 and was published daily until no. 555 (6 December 1712).

4 Syphax’s words conclude Act II of Addison’s tragedy, Cato (1713).

5 Richard Hurd D.D. (1720–1808), Bishop of Worcester, whose 6-vol. edition of Addison’s works was published in 1811.

6 Tatler, no. 108 (Saturday, 17 December 1709)

7 Addison married in 1716 Charlotte, Dowager Countess of Warwick (d. 1731).

8 ‘While Cato gives his little senate laws,/ What bosom beats not in his country’s cause?’ Pope’s Prologue to Cato, lines 23–4

9 Edward Rich, 7th Earl of Warwick; the remark is quoted by Dr Johnson.

10 Tatler, no. 116 (Thursday, 5 January 1709)

11 For Addison’s defence of ‘Chevy Chase’ see the Spectator, nos. 70 and 71 (21 May and 25 May 1710).

12 Addison wrote a series of eighteen papers on Paradise Lost: Spectator no. 267 (Saturday, 5 January 1712) and every Saturday until no. 369 (3 May 1712).

13 Pope’s comments are recorded in the Rev. Joseph Spence’s Anecdotes, Observations, and Characters of Books and Men, ed. Samuel Singer (1820).

14 Tatler, no. 153 (Saturday, 1 April 1710)

15 Sir Roger de Coverley is most fully portrayed in fifteen issues of the Spectator in July 1711.

16 Spectator no. 494 (Friday, 26 September 1711)

17 Spectator no. 445 (Thursday, 31July 1712)

18 Spectator no. 435 (Saturday, 19 July 1712)

‘THE LIVES OF THE OBSCURE’

The first part of this essay, ‘Taylors and Edgeworths’, was originally published as ‘The Lives of the Obscure’ in the London Mercury (January 1924), and appears here slightly revised; the second part, ‘Laetitia Pilkington’, appeared first in the N & A (30 June 1923); the third part, ‘Miss Ormerod’, was first published in the Dial, New York (December 1924), and reprinted in May 1925 in the American edition of The Common Reader (see Introduction, p. vi above, and note 19 below).

1 Ann Gilbert, née Taylor (1782–1866), writer – often in collaboration with her sister Jane – of poetry for children. She was the eldest child of Isaac Taylor of Ongar, an engraver who became a nonconformist minister in Colchester. In 1813 she married, as his second wife, the Rev. Joseph Gilbert. For an account of her life and of her husband see the DNB; see also, for further references in this article, Autobiography and other Memorials of Mrs Gilbert, ed. Josiah Gilbert (2 vols., 1874).

2 Darton and Harvey, publishers of the ‘Minor’s Pocket Book’; James Montgomery (1771–1854), poet of Scottish origin, much revered in religious circles.

3 Presumably Sophia Elizabeth Frend, eldest daughter of the Unitarian and Whig reformer William Frend (1757–1841), vigorous opponent at Cambridge of the Thirty-nine Articles. Mrs Dyer, formerly a Mrs Mather, married George Dyer (1755–1841), author and friend of Charles Lamb, out of pity at, according to Leslie Stephen in the DNB, ‘the slovenly state of his abode’ in Clifford’s Inn.

4 Sir George Newnes (1851–1910), founder of Tit-Bits, son of the Rev. Thomas Mold Newnes (d. 1883) and Sarah Urquhart (d. 1885) whose eccentricities are described in Hulda Friederichs’s life of Sir George (published in 1911).

5 Benjamin Robert Haydon (1786–1846), possessed a genius for offending the Royal Academy, if not for painting, a matter he took considerably to heart. Mark Pattison (1813–84), was permanently embittered by the failure of his fellow dons to elect him Rector of Lincoln College, Oxford, in 1851, though the fault was rectified in 1861. The Rev. Joseph Blanco White (1775–1841), Spanish-born convert to Protestantism, driven from Oxford by the raillery of the fellows of Oriel College.

6 Richard Lovell Edgeworth (1744–1817), Irish author, father of the novelist Maria Edgeworth (1767–1849), with whom he wrote, under the influence of Rousseau, Practical Education (1798). For further references in this article see entries on the Edgeworths contributed by Leslie Stephen to the DNB; see also Memoirs of RLE . . . begun by himself, and concluded by his daughter, M. Edgeworth (2 vols., 1820).

7 Thomas Day (1748–89), author of The History of Sandford and Merton (1783–9); see the entry on Day in the DNB, again by Leslie Stephen.

8 Memoirs of Mrs Laetitia Pilkington, wife to the Rev. Matthew Pilkington, written by herself Wherein are occasionally interspersed all her Poems, with Anecdotes of several eminent persons living and dead: first published in 2 vols. in 1748; there was a second edition in 1749, and a third in 1751; vol. III first appeared in 1754. References are here identified in a one-volume edition published by Routledge & Sons (1928).

9 Memoirs . . . (1928 edn), p. 410

10 Ibid., p. 50

11 Laetitia Pilkington was the daughter of Dr Van Lewen, a Dutch ‘man midwife’, who settled in Dublin in c. 1710; she married in 1729 Matthew Pilkington (fl. 1733), parson and poet.

12 ‘Flavia’s Birthday, May the 16th/To Miss Hoadley’, Memoirs . . . , p. 93.

The Rev. Dr Patrick Delany (1685?–1768), to whom the Pilkingtons owed their introduction to Swift – the poem referred to is ‘Delville, the seat of the Rev. Dr Delany’ and VW quotes the first line, pp. 47–8.

The third poem referred to is entitled ‘Advice to the People of Dublin in their choice of a Recorder’, and it opens: ‘Is there a man, whose fixed and steady soul . . .’, p. 91.

13 Memoirs . . . , p. 184

14 Ibid., p. 350; the accusation reads: ‘Why, Madam, had I said that your father died blaspheming the Almighty and of the foul disease; had I said that he refused to see his wife’s cubs, as he called your sisters at the hour of his death; had I said that you hid Lady D—behind the arras, to see — nothing — which you said your little Tom Titmouse of a husband had, you could not have used me worse.’

15 Ibid., p. 382

16 Ibid., p. 289

17 Ibid., p. 372

18 This essay is based upon Eleanor Ormerod, LL.D., Economic Entomologist, Autobiography and Correspondence, ed. Robert Wallace, published by J. Murray, 1904. Eleanor Anne Ormerod (1828–1901) is described in the DNB, under the entry for her father, George Ormerod (1785–1873), historian of Cheshire, as ‘a distinguished entomologist’.

‘JANE AUSTEN’

This essay incorporates ‘Jane Austen at Sixty’ N & A (15 December 1923), a review of The Works of Jane Austen, ed. R. W. Chapman (5 vols., Clarendon Press, 1923).

1 See Jane Austen. Her Life and Letters. A Family Record by William Austen-Leigh and Richard Arthur Austen-Leigh (Smith, Elder & Co., 2nd ed., 1913), pp. 58–9. The author of the remarks is Philadelphia Walter in a letter to her brother.

2 Mrs Mitford, i.e. Mary Russell Mitford’s mother; for her reported observations and those of the anonymous friend of Miss Mitford see the latter’s letter to Sir William Elford (3 April 1815).

3 From A Memoir of Jane Austen, by her nephew, J. E. Austen-Leigh (1870); see Persuasion, with a Memoir . . ., ed. D. W. Harding (Penguin, 1965) p. 388

4 See also ‘Jane Austen Practising’, VW’s review of Love and Freindship and Other Early Works (Chatto & Windus, 1922), in the New Statesman (15 July 1922).

5 See ‘Letter the 14th. Laura in continuation’, in ‘Love and Freindship’, The Works of Jane Austen, ed. R. W. Chapman (OUP, 1954), vol. VI, p. 102.

6 See ‘Letter the 13th’, ibid., pp. 100–101.

7 For Lady Greville’s conversation see ‘A Collection of Letters . . . Letter the Third . . .’ ibid., pp. 156–160.

8 See ‘The History of England’, ibid., p. 142.

9 Ibid., p. 145: ‘Oh! what must this bewitching Princess whose only friend . . .’

10 For the Brontës and the Duke of Wellington see, for example, the Rev. Patrick Brontë quoted in Elizabeth Gaskell’s The Life of Charlotte Brontë (1857); (Penguin, 1975), pp. 93–4.

11 Pride and Prejudice (1813), was written 1796–7.

12 The Watsons was begun in c. 1804 and first published in 1871.

13 The Watsons, ed. Margaret Drabble (Penguin, 1974), p, 122

14 Ibid., p. 126

15 Mansfield Park (1814); ed. Tony Tanner (Penguin, 1966), p. 370

16 Ibid., p. 103

17 Ibid., p. 453

18 For Jane Austen, the Prince Regent and J. S. Clarke, Librarian at Carlton House, see A Memoir of Jane Austen, by her nephew, J. E. Austen-Leigh (1870); ed. D. W. Harding (Penguin, 1965), pp. 350–9

19 Mansfield Park (Penguin, 1966), p. 139
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2 See Chekhov’s story ‘Gusev’, in The Witch and Other Stories, trans. Constance Garnett (Chatto & Windus, 1918), p. 166: ‘Sewn up in the sail cloth he looked like a carrot or a radish: broad at the head and narrow at the feet . . .’
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1 See Letters of George Meredith, ed. W. M. Meredith (1912), to Leslie Stephen, 18 August 1902.
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IV. Archbishop Thomson: published originally as ‘The Soul of an Archbishop’, Athenaeum, 9 May 1919, a review of The Life and Letters of William Thomson, Archbishop of York, by Ethel H. Thomson (John Lane, 1919).
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‘THE MODERN ESSAY’
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16 Hilaire Belloc, ‘On An Unknown Country’, Rhys, vol. 4

17 Joseph Conrad, see above, note 8. W. H. Hudson, ‘The Samphire Gatherer’, Rhys, vol. 5
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20 Francis Bacon, ‘Of Great Place’, Essay XI, Essays, (Everyman edition, 1972), p. 31

21 J. C. Squire, ‘A Dead Man’, Rhys, vol. 5, p. 79

22 Vernon Lee (pseudonym of Violet Paget, 1856–1935), ‘Genius Loci’, Rhys, vol. 3.

‘JOSEPH CONRAD’

This essay was written on the occasion of Conrad’s death (3 August 1924) for the TLS, 14 August 1924.

1 Nostromo – A Tale Of The Seaboard (1904)

2 Nigger of the Narcissus (1897); (Penguin, 1963), p. 31

3 Lord Jim – A Tale (1900); Typhoon, and Other Stories (1903); Youth: A Narrative; and Two Other Stories (1902)

4 See Conrad’s preface written in 1917 to Youth; Conrad’s Prefaces (J. M. Dent, 1937), p. 72

5 Lord Jim (1900); (Penguin, 1957), p. 111

6 See Conrad’s essay ‘Books’, in Notes on Life and Letters (1921); (J. M. Dent, 1970), p. 9

7 See Conrad’s preface written in 1917 to Nostromo (1904); Conrad’s Prefaces, p. 9

8 ‘Henry James. An Appreciation’ by Joseph Conrad: The North American Review, January 1905, reprinted April 1916

9 Chance – A Tale in Two Parts (1913); The Arrow of Gold – A Story Between Two Notes (1919)
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‘HOW IT STRIKES A CONTEMPORARY’

This essay was slightly revised from the original version published in the TLS, 5 April 1923.

1 Robert Elsmere (1888), the book for which Mrs Humphry Ward was best known.

2 Stephen Phillips (1864–1915) who, according to the DNB, enjoyed ‘a stupendous reputation’ as a dramatic poet around the turn of the century.

3 From ‘Miss Macaulay’s Masterpiece’, Sylvia Lynd’s review of Rose Macaulay’s Told by an Idiot, in the Daily News, 1 November 1923

4 A review signed ‘C.P.’ in the Manchester Guardian, 31 October 1923

5 Waverley (1814), Sir Walter Scott; The Excursion (1814), Wordsworth; Kubla Khan (1816), S. T. Coleridge; Don Juan (1819–24), Byron; Hazlitt’s career as an essayist reached its peak in the period 1817–25 – it began in 1805 with the publication of On the Principles of Human Action; Pride and Prejudice (1813), Jane Austen; Keats’s Hyperion and Shelley’s Prometheus Unbound were both published in 1820.

6 Far Away and Long Ago: a history of my early childhood (1918) by W. H. Hudson.

7 See Matthew Arnold’s ‘General Introduction’ to The English Poets . . . , ed. T. H. Ward (1880), vol. I, p. xlvi. The passage begins: ‘But we enter . . .’

8 Lady Hester Lucy Stanhope (1776–1839), indefatigable eccentric. 
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