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​Preface
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Moth Evolution: A Poetic Field Guide begins with movement—across skies, ecosystems, and lives. Moths migrate. Families migrate. Identities migrate. This guide explores how patterns of adaptation and displacement observed in insects under global change mirror the relational migrations of humans, especially women and gender-diverse individuals, as they negotiate systems of power.

Recent ecological research has documented profound shifts in insect behavior and populations. Phenological studies of moths show that climate warming alters the timing and activity of multiple species, evidence of trait-mediated responses over recent decades (Journal of Insect Conservation). Artificial light at night significantly impacts moth navigation, reproduction, and larval development, disrupting life cycles fundamental to species persistence (BMC Environmental Science). Population monitoring reveals that nocturnal insects, including moths, are declining in abundance in parts of Europe, with light pollution and climate variation implicated in shifts in distribution and activity (Phys.org). Research on butterflies reports altered developmental patterns under artificial light exposure, demonstrating that anthropogenic environmental change affects insect life histories across multiple ecological contexts (Environmental Entomology).

These findings establish that divergence and adaptive restructuring are occurring within observable decades. The 2019 global biodiversity assessment by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services reports accelerating species loss worldwide, identifying insects as particularly vulnerable (IPBES). Biodiversity decline destabilizes ecosystems by weakening pollination networks and food webs.

This ecological framework informs the metaphor at the heart of this guide. When habitats fragment, species adapt, relocate, or disappear. When social contexts shift—through migration, inequality, gendered expectation, or loss—families and identities reorganize. Global migration data confirm that women comprise a significant proportion of international migrants, reshaping kinship structures and labor systems across continents (United Nations).

Intersectional feminist scholarship clarifies how gender, sexuality, nationality, and structural power intersect to shape migrant identity and experience. Qualitative studies of LGBTQ+ migrants reveal complex negotiations of layered identities as people traverse borders and contexts (Yang). Analyses focused on migrant women highlight diverse configurations of privilege and structural opposition, reinforcing the need for intersectional perspectives grounded in lived experience (Journal of Aging Studies). Emerging migration scholarship emphasizes previously neglected intersections—including sexuality, disability, and non-Northern migration dynamics—urging more comprehensive frameworks that reflect the full diversity of human mobility and adaptation (Comparative Migration Studies). Feminist analyses of migrant solidarity demonstrate how networks and transnational alliances shape resilience in the face of structural constraints (Muszel).

This field guide also draws from environmental humanities, which foreground narrative and affective encounters as ways to understand ecological and social change. Poetry does not replace empirical evidence; it complements it by rendering experience ecological—attentive to context, pattern, and complexity. Contemporary eco-poets demonstrate this integration. Ada Limón situates grief and bodily vulnerability within ecological cycles, while Natalie Diaz intertwines river systems with Indigenous identity. Their work reflects environmental witnessing—poetry informed by ecological awareness and scientific context (Fisher-Wirth and Street).

Personal memory shapes this guide as well. Reflection on my deceased sister situates the scientific and the relational in a shared register of loss and continuity. Absence reshapes families as environmental stress reshapes ecosystems. Divergence and reconstitution are lived processes.

By weaving empirical evidence—from insect phenological change to intersectional migration research—into poetic reflection, The Moths’ Speciation invites readers to consider how adaptation functions across life. Divergence, whether of winged creatures navigating changing skies or of human lives navigating shifting cultural landscapes, illuminates persistence and possibility.

​
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For everyone, great and small ~

Your flight, the fight, and memories bond us together as earthings, sisters, and beautiful creatures. 
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​The Sister in the Sky
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She drifted like a moth through the corridors of our home,

Her absence was heavier than the walls could bear.

Each fluttering thought of her mapped my own migration—from the immediate family.
to echoes of extended kin,
to whispers of those she might have loved,
and how the world might have answered her presence.

In every conversation, I traced the lineage of women who made choices in love, in labor, in liberation.
The feminist movements of our time
became the stars through which
our internal constellations were plotted.
A personal astronomy of justice and care,
of interlocking lives and migratory hearts.
​
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​Patterns of the Wing
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Moths, like us, seek light,
but not every moth is drawn to 
the same candle.
Some bend to the flame with reckless abandon,
others circle in quiet constellations,
intersecting, diverging,
until patterns emerge
that mirror human diaspora:
family lines branching, blending,
relationships crossing
with subtle, sometimes invisible, signals of attraction, trust, care.

Our genetic poetry—
a mix of choice, chance, and circumstance—
reflects the science of evolution.
The moth’s migration, the dragonfly’s sweep,
the damsel’s delicate glide—
all echo our own movements
through homes, streets, and hearts.
​
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