
        
            [image: cover]
        


	 

ISLAM: THE GREAT EXPOSÉ

The Unsavoury Truths

The Ultimate Synthesis of True Islam

 

 

 

 

 

[image: Quill with solid fill]

Mkoma Yi

 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2012 Mkoma Yi

All rights reserved.

 

 


 

 

 

Table of Contents

FOREWORD

CHAPTER 1:  INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 2:  ISLAM, THE SOURCES AND RESOURCES

The Quran

The Hadiths

The Sira

The Sharia

The Bible

Other Sources

CHAPTER 3:  ISLAM, THE RELIGION’S UNCENSORED BEGININGS

Mohammed and Gabriel: The Mystery of the Encounters

The Pegan Origins of Islamic Prophethood

Khadija bint Khuwaylid

Mohammed

Waraqar ibn Nawfal

Mohammed: The Prophet of Islam

Mohammed’s Death, The Veiled Truth

Islam: Muslims Post-Mohammed

CHAPTER 4:  IS ALLAH OF ISLAM YAHWEH OF THE BIBLE?

The Trinity

The Messiah

The Name, Yahweh

Mary, The Mother of Jesus

The Paradise

Stories: Biblical vs Quranic

Conclusions

CHAPTER 5:  ISLAM, BATTLE BETWEEN GOOD VS EVIL

The Progenitor of Evil

Islam: Who Sends Mankind Astray?

Deception: The Muslim Moral Dilemma

Islam: The Doctrine of Predestination

Islam: The Doctrine of Repentance

Conclusions

CHAPTER 6:  ISLAM, UNPACKING THE LOFTY CLAIMS

Mohammed, A Descendent of Ishmael?

Mohammed in the Line of Biblical Prophets?

How Do Prophets Receive Revelations?

Did Muhammad Perform Miracles?

Where Did the Quran Come From?

CHAPTER 7:  THE PRESERVATION OF THE QURAN

Variant Qurans: The Speakers’ Corner Humbling

CHAPTER 8:  IS ISLAM A RELIGION FOR ALL MANKIND?

Islam: The Regional Giveaways

Islam: The Sabian Connection

Islam:  An Arab Only Religion

Islam: The Only Valid Religion?

Islam: The Riddle of Allah’s Prophets

Islam: The Arabic Language Poser

Conclusions

CHAPTER 9:  WHAT’S GOOD FOR THE GOOSE…

CHAPTER 10:  ISLAM’S UNSCRUPOLOUS METHODS

Islam: Terrorism and the Scriptural Basis

Islam: Othering and Exclusivism

Islam’s Human Rights Legacy

CHAPTER 11:  ISLAM AND THE RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

Mohammed and the Meccan 10

Islam: Propagation by Any Means Necessary

Islam: The Sunnah of Intolerance

The Fate of Non- Islamic Places of Worship

Islam: Violence Against Non-Muslims

CHAPTER 12:  ISLAM’S MUSLIM WOMEN

Women: Inequalities in Islam

Islam: Child Marriages

Islam: Sex Slavery

Mut’ah: Legalised Prostitution

Islam: Halala Marriages

Muslim Women: The Predicament

Islam: Women’s Other Shortfalls

Women In the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

CHAPTER 13:  ISLAM’S APOSTATES

Islam: The Blasphemy Laws Hypocrisy

Saudi Arabia and Atheism Catch- 22

Iran: Theocracy and Secularism Dilemma

Islam: How to Deal with Apostates

CHAPTER 14:  JIHAD: WHAT’S IN FOR THE MARTYRS

Jihad: Sunni Islam’s Four Main Schools of Jurisprudence

Jihad Verdict: Prominent Islamic Scholars

Jihad: Other Islamic Sources

Mohammed, The Ultimate Islamic Jihadi

Rewards for Muslim Martyrs

CHAPTER 15:  ISLAM AND THE HATE SPEECH CONUNDRUM

Hate Speech: The Nazi and The Holocaust

Hate Speech: The Rwandan Genocide

Hate Speech: The Role of The Internet

Hate Speech, The Islamic View

Hate Speech that Incite Discrimination

Hate Speech that Incite Hostilities

Hate Speech that Incite Violence

Anti-Semitism in Africa – The Case Study

CHAPTER 16:  ISLAM, WHO ARE THE TRUE MUSLIMS?

Islam: How To Become a Muslim

CHAPTER 17:  VEILING OF TRUE ISLAMIC TEXTS AND TRADITIONS

Religious Violence: The Views of the Near East

CHAPTER 18:  THE FOLLY OF ISLAMIC APOLOGETICS TRADECRAFT

Islam: Preach Meccan, Practice Medinan

Islam: Misquoting the Quran

Islam: The “Big Lie” Apologetics

CHAPTER 19:   ISLAM, CONCLUSIONS

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 




 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD

 

This book attempts to synthesize most of Islam’s unsavory truths, in order to provide valued bibliophiles with a better understanding of the true nature of the religion. An understanding that, by Islamic theological designs, is hardly availed to the lay Muslims, let alone the non-Muslims.  Although the evidence of these unsavory truths is in abundance in the Islamic holy book, the Quran, the Sirahs and traditions, Muslim apologists and scholars often deceptively reinterpret the verses, falsify translations, redact the texts, or simply employ intellectual dishonesty and many other logical fallacies, all in attempts to circumvent the truths.

The book also unpacks Islam’s remarkably lofty religious claims, and the common misconceptions of what the religion is and what it is not. It also demonstrates that although the religion claims to be Abrahamic and monotheistic, evidence shows it is neither. It’s public knowledge that Islam, a religion that is steeped in Arab paganism, plagiarized Biblical scriptures, predominantly that of the Jews. And despite centuries of desperate attempts to morph the pagan god, Allah to the Biblical God, Islam remained pagan at the core. This book also proves that Islam is a regional belief, meant only for the pagan Arabs, and not for all mankind. Consequentially, its successes outside Arabia have been through the religion’s method of choice, violent coercion. The uncensored history of Islam religion exposes all these facts, unsavory as they may be. 

A relatively easy read, this book is targeted at the lay audience and those with little or no prior knowledge of Islam. The material used is not new; what is new, however, is the manner in which it has been systematically synthesized and presented to the esteemed readers. Except for my arguments and conclusions, the source material is in-line referenced, giving credit where it is due. It goes without saying that I’m greatly indebted to various religious scholars and apologists for their material that contributed to this book, and with this full acknowledgement, I would like to thank everyone who has taken an interest in my book, and the motivations behind this undertaking.

Mkoma Yi




Chapter 1:

INTRODUCTION

 

“Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world” is the mew dictum that has held the Muslim community spellbound. And the claim is on the mark too, as the findings of a comprehensive report by Pew Research 2011 indicate. Exciting times for a religion that is obsessed with numbers, numbers that are acquired by any means necessary. Very soon it will topple its arch-enemy Christianity as the biggest religion in the world, and perhaps even wipe it out of existence. What you will not hear from Muslim scholars and apologists, however, is the birth-rate factor behind this population acceleration, or that it includes Muslims who may be secular or non-observant, but what you unequivocally hear are overt attempts to link this phenomenon to the truths claims of the religion.

With over 4000 religions in the whole world, it is a daunting task to keep track of each and every religion’s activities, let alone expounding their often secretive and jealously guarded obscure backgrounds. With Islam, however, it’s almost impossible not to cross paths with its activities around the world, almost always; the undesirable ones, such as the 9/11 attacks, a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks on American soil by the Islamist terrorist group Al-Qaeda. With many cases of this nature almost being randomly carried out around the globe, it’s inevitable that people would want to know the nature of the beast that they are dealing with. Islamist terrorists, as creatures of habit, have become part of our everyday dread. Consequently, the religion has become synonymous with damnation, rather than salvation. 

In the aftermath of September 11, Western Muslim apologists and scholars attempted to educate the West on what constitutes true Islam, overloading the naive, nervous, and confused population with all the benign Islamic catchphrases, and labelling those that carried out terrorist attacks as low-life criminals who had absolutely nothing to do with the religion. In some cases, they even managed to convince the naïve and reckless, to ditch the cross for the crescent moon. 

“Islam is a religion of peace”, another axiom that was also purposely invented to manipulate the Western masses, which, at the time, was fronted by the leftist zealots, was ruthlessly forced upon the politically correct liberal West; and it worked! Almost everyone, including the heads of states folded. However, despite all those efforts to exonerate the religion from this premeditated atrocity of 9/11, once the dust had settled, questions began to be asked. The generality of the apprehensive and confused Western masses wanted to know what Islam was and what it was not, who the true Muslims were, and what exactly the religion teaches its followers? In a nutshell, they wanted to know the bare essentials:, and nothing but the truth!

It is against this background that this book found it necessary to provide the readers with the essentials of Islam, the uncensored, true Islam. This, it’s hoped, would enable them to follow the evidence and arguments used in this book with minimal difficulty. In this book, no scriptures are taboos, and rightly so, for a religion cannot be treated as a buffet, where mankind can choose what they like, and leave out what they don’t. In addition to that, and as attested by the Islamic holy book, the Quran, Islam came to confirm prior scriptures (Quran 2.91), that of the Jews and Christians. By this statement alone, it wouldn’t be possible to understand Islam without referring its scriptures back to the said prior scriptures. Therefore, whenever a reference is derived from the Bible, it is simply because Islam claims to have come to confirm it, and that its revelations originate from the God of the Bible. 

 




Chapter 2:

ISLAM, THE SOURCES AND RESOURCES

 

The book comprehensively analyzed the most contested topics between Islam and the other two “Abrahamic religions”, helping to unpack most of the misconceptions, misrepresentations, and the outright disinformation regarding their intricate relationship. This, it’s hoped, would assist the esteemed readers to have an objective view of Islam, what it is and what it is not. A view without the revisionist endeavors by Muslim apologists and scholars, whose agendas are, essentially, to sanitize the religion’s real identity. As part of the methodology, this book provided information about the sources it made use of, mostly Islamic and where necessary, historical, and Biblical sources. Also provided is a summary of each source and its unique place in the religion of Islam. And to draw the readers’ attention, this book has made use of caps, bold, and Italic emphases. Thought-provoking rhetorical questions were also employed to actively engage the readers and help them explore different perspectives.

 

The Quran

The Quran is defined as the sacred text of Islam, divided into 114 chapters, or suras: revered as the word of God, dictated to Muhammad by the archangel Gabriel, and accepted as the foundation of Islamic law, religion, culture, and politics (1). The Quran is understood by Muslims everywhere to be the literal words of God in Arabic. For this reason, Muslims give the highest regard to the authority of the Quran and its "miraculous" nature (2). Muslims regard the Quran as Muhammad's most important miracle; proof of his prophethood (3)

In the Quran, our particular focus is on the trilogy that makes up the religion, that is Allah, who is described in Quran as “The Lord of the Worlds” (Quran 1:2), The Prophet Mahammad who is described as “…a good example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allah” (Quran 33:21) and Muslims, “… best nation produced for mankind”. (Quran 3:110)

These three decrees are a source of Arab Muslim pride, and rightly so, as they elevate their God, religion, language, and nation above all other. The words of God came in Arabic - period. If we wish to hear and read them, we must learn Arabic.  For this reason, the Arabic language enjoys a lofty prominence in Islamic culture because it is the language of the sacred text (2). In examining the Quranic texts, it has been made easy by the Quranic claims in several verses that it is clear and easy to understand. To mention just three:

Quran 27.1 - "These are verses of the Quran, -a book that makes (things) clear”, 

Quran 26.2 confirms the same,” These are the verses of the clear Book"  

Quran12.1-2 - "These are the verses of the clear Book. Indeed, we have sent it down as an Arabic Quran so that you may understand" 

The Quranic claim is crucial in the sense that it provides readers with the confidence that it would be easily understood as the verses are read, with little need for scholarly interpretations. 

Muslim scholars claim that the Quran is uncreated, divine, and verbatim words of Allah, and that all its contents are applicable universally. The implication is that it couldn’t therefore have a localized context. If the copy of the Quran has been preserved in heaven well before creation of the world and everything in it, localizing the commandments would reduce the Quran to a localized relevance, which would then defeat the universalism nature of Islam’s claim that Muslims are required to propagate. If anyone attempts to localize any decrees found in the Quran, they should also provide evidence from the same Quran that those decrees applied only to a particular context in Arabia and for a particular period. Otherwise, if the Quran is universal, so should all its contents.

The Quran is also claimed to be perfectly preserved. The ramifications of a clear book, the verbatim world of God and perfectly preserved are that it is not expected to encounter deliberate mistranslations and misinterpretations from any Islamic scholar, apologist or even a lay- Muslim. The claims are also the insurance that is needed against any attempt by Muslims to reinterpret what is obvious, to mislead or change the meaning; or attempt to rearrange the words or sentences with the view of altering or influencing the meanings of the Quranic texts to fit with a particular view. And lastly, the claims will also guarantee absence of variants in the Qurans since a single copy of the Quran is safely preserved somewhere in the vaults of heaven.

The Hadiths

Hadiths are a collection of traditions containing sayings of the prophet Muhammad which, with accounts of his daily practice (the Sunna), constitute the major source of guidance for Muslims apart from the Koran (4). The hadith provides the image of Muhammad that is the role model for Muslims everywhere. Together, the Quran and the hadith provide the textual foundations for what later becomes the vast body of Islamic jurisprudence known as sharia law, or "divine law" (2). Individual hadiths are classified by Muslim clerics and jurists into categories such as sahih (authentic), hasan (good) or da'if (weak) (5).

There are six canonical hadith collections that are widely accepted by Sunni Muslims; the two most famous are those of Muhammad ibn Isma'il al-Bukhari (810–870) and Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (817–875), both of which have the same title al-Sahih (The Authentic). The six hadith collections are sometimes referred to as Al- Sihah al-Sittah, which translate to "The Authentic Six" (6). 

Sunni Muslims’ view the six major hadith collections as their most important. They are, in order of authenticity:


		Sahih Bukhari, collected by Imam Bukhari (d. 870), includes 7275 ahadith

		Sahih Muslim, collected by Muslim b. al-Hajjaj (d. 875), includes 9200 ahadith

		Sunan al-Sughra, collected by al-Nasa'i (d. 915)

		Sunan Abu Dawood, collected by Abu Dawood (d. 888)

		Jami al-Tirmidhi, collected by al-Tirmidhi (d. 892)

		Sunan ibn Majah, collected by Ibn Majah (d. 887) (7). 



Muslim Hadith Collectors have performed tremendous work to provide readers with only the traditions that are considered reliable by the generality of the Muslims. For example, Sahih Al Bukhari, considered by Sunni Muslims as one of the most trusted Hadith Collectors, sifted through a collection of nearly 600,000 narrations, whittling them down to about 7563 full-isnad narrations which he considered reliable (8). From this remaining tiny percentage, it can be confidently said that the narrations are acceptable by Muslims. The book also quoted from hadith narrations outside the six canonical hadith collections, on condition that they have been authenticated by the Muslim scholars trained in Islam and Islamic law (ulema).

Furthermore, as already encapsulated by the Quran that Mohammed was “…a good example to follow”, it is believed that whatever the prophet commanded or taught was to be obeyed without questions by his followers. The hadith also concurs: 

Sahih al-Bukhari 7280 - Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger said, "All my followers will enter Paradise except those who refuse." They said, "O Allah's Messenger! Who will refuse?" He said, "Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me is the one who refuses (to enter it)."

The Sira

The Sira refers to the body of literature devoted to the life of the Prophet Muhammad (9). Apart from the Quran and trustable hadiths, most historical information about Mohammed’s life and the early period of Islam is derived from the Sira. Ibn Ishaq's sīrat rasūl allāh has been preserved in the form of an edited copy of his oral reports collected by one of his students, al-Bakka'i, which were further edited by ibn Hisham (10).

For the purpose of this book, the Sira, The Life of Mohammed, A translation of Ibn Ishaq’s, Sirat Rasul Allah by A Guillaume has been used to examine the life of the Islamic prophet. The reason for using this source is because it is the earliest of the written biographies of Mohammed available in Islamic traditions. The biography is the closest source to the events it purports to describe, and that provides us with the trust and confidence that the source is giving, as accurate as possible, the historical description of what happened. The source therefore conforms to one of the core principles for determining reliability of the historical evidence. It is, however, befitting to note that although it is the earliest written biographies, the mere fact that it was written over a century after the events also means legendary material can be expected.

The Sharia

Sharia is an Islamic religious law that governs not only religious rituals but also aspects of day-to-day life in Islam. Sharia, literally translated, means "the way" (11). It provides Muslims with religious and political guidelines for their journey on earth. It is derived from commands in the Koran (19%) and the example of Muhammad (85%) (12). 

It is also the complete guide of the Islamic community, and all Muslims are required to adhere to this law, and it is supreme to all human laws. The Reliance of The Traveler, the classic manual of Islamic sacred law for Shafi'i school of Islamic jurisprudence was used as the source of reference. Although the manual is Shafi’i specific, most Muslims regard all four schools (Hanbali, Hanafi, Maliki, and Shafi'i) as equally valid interpretations of the religious law of Islam. These schools are in good agreement on all essential aspects of the religion of Islam. They all acknowledge the authority of the Holy Qur’an and the Traditions as the ultimate source of the Islamic law (13). In a perfect Islamic state, this is the only law that is applied. An underlying assumption of Sharia is that only God can distinguish between good and evil, and man’s reasoning is subject to errors and thus should be eliminated whenever possible (12).  

The Bible

The Bible is the sacred scriptures of Judaism and Christianity. It has two sections, the Old Testament, and the New Testament. The Old Testament is the original Hebrew Bible, the sacred scriptures of the Jewish faith written at different times between about 1200 and 165 BC. The New Testament books were written by Christians in the first century AD. The Old Testament has 39 books, and the New Testament has 27 books (14).The Quran claims to have been sent to confirm the previous scriptures of the Jews and Christians:

Quran 3.3 – “It is He Who has sent down the Book to you with truth, confirming what came before it. And He sent down the Tawrah and the Injil...”

Tafsir Ibn Kathir interpretation - “Confirming what came before it” – means, from the previous divinely revealed Books, sent to the servants and Prophets of Allah. These Books testify to the truth of the Qur’an, and the Qur’an also testifies to the truth these Books contained, including the news and glad tidings of Muhammad’s prophethood and the revelation of the Glorious Qur’an:

Quran 10.94 - So if you are in doubt, [O Muhammad], about that which We have revealed to you, then ask those who have been reading the Scripture before you. The truth has certainly come to you from your Lord, so never be among the doubters.

Based on the above Quranic revelations, the Quran is required to confirm what is in the bible, not vice versa. That is to say, the bible can be used to confirm Quranic claims as the Quran itself claims to be in harmony with the bible, not in part, but in whole. Moreover, the Quran could not be read as standalone without the Bible, as it frequently refers itself back to Biblical scriptures, although in some cases, it mistakenly included extra-Biblical sources. For all references to the canonical Biblical scriptures, contradictions or inconsistencies should therefore not be encountered.

Mohammed himself confirmed the validity and authority of the physical Torah that he was given in his lifetime:

Sunan Abi Dawud 4449 - Narrated Abdullah Ibn Umar: A group of Jews came and invited the Messenger of Allah to Quff. So, he visited them in their school. They said: AbulQasim, one of our men has committed fornication with a woman; so, pronounce judgment upon them. They placed a cushion for the Messenger of Allah who sat on it and said: "Bring the Torah". It was then brought. He then withdrew the cushion from beneath him and placed the Torah on it saying: "I believed in thee and in Him Who revealed thee..."

The Torah, the Injil and the Quran are, according to Islamic theology, Allah's Words. In Quran 6.115, Allah decreed that "None can change His Words." The implications are that Muslim scholars and apologists could therefore have no ground to stand on to argue that the previous Words of Allah have been corrupted by humans. Against this background, this book has, with confidence, consulted the Bible when there was a need to clarify Quranic claims. The consultation should not be taken as a comparison by any means, as that would be outside the scope of this book.

Other Sources

Where necessary, Tafsirs or Quranic commentaries from prominent Islamic scholars have been made use of, for further elucidation of the Islamic texts. To help the readers understand the contemporary relevance of our subject, current global events and individual or group real life experience examples have been used. These could be in the form of reports, news articles, videos, surveys, interviews, academic papers, and books.

The book uses unique presentation methods, which include establishing links between contemporary Islamic issues and their Medieval events. Where an apparent link to these historical events has been established, the book provides referenced examples of these events. The lists of related evidence are not in any way exhaustive but are only meant to prove a point to a satisfactory level. This, it’s been hoped, would guide the readers through our reasoning and help them to draw conclusions on these matters for themselves. 

 




Chapter 3:

ISLAM, THE RELIGION’S
UNCENSORED BEGININGS

 

The purpose of this book is to synthesize the religion and its theological claims, to enable readers to be conversant with the unsavoury truths that the Islamic scholars, leaders, and apologists attempt to veil. To achieve this, the book explored Islam’s humble beginnings, but includes the uncensored versions of events, which by Islam’s theological design, hardly reach the lay Muslim, not to speak of the non-Muslims. Otherwise stated, the kind of versions of events that pose theological and moral quandary for anyone seeking the truths. Muslim scholars and apologists are very much aware of these traditions and scriptural texts, but jealously guard them from reaching the generality of the Muslims.

Some chapters, more than others, will explore in detail the events and scriptural texts that have a direct effect on non-Muslims in general. Given the choice to either tell comforting lies or give the hard truths as they are, this book chose the latter, but not without providing evidence to support this choice.

The most deserving starting point to examine the religion of Islam is by firstly unpacking its fundamentals, and nothing exceeds this than the examination of how Mohammed, the prophet of Islam got his calling to start, what is by all accounts, the second largest and the fastest growing religion in the world. Going by the official figures, Islam now accounts for about 24.1% of the world’s population. A huge chunk, considering that it’s the youngest of the major religions of the world. 

According to the Islamic traditions, Mohammed was born in year 570 to Abdullah and Amina. He was orphaned at the tender age of six and was raised under the care of his paternal grandfather Abd al-Muttalib, and upon his grandfather’s death, he was then taken by his uncle Abu Talib, the new leader of Banu Hashim.  While still in his teens, Muhammad accompanied his uncle on trading journeys to Syria, gaining experience in commercial trade, which was the only career open to him as an orphan (15).

Muhammad then worked as a trader for Khadija, a widow, until he married her in 595 CE at the age of 25. The marriage lasted for 25 years and was reported to be a happy one. Muhammad relied upon Khadija and did not enter a marriage with another woman during his first marriage. After Khadija’s death, Khawla bint Hakim suggested that Muhammad should marry Sawda bint Zama, a Muslim widow, or Aisha, daughter of Um Ruman and Abu Bakr of Mecca. Muhammad is said to have asked for arrangements to marry both (15). When he was a grown man, the Islamic traditions inform us that Mohammed, as part of his Quraish tribe custom, used to isolate himself by going to the cave named Hira in practice of penance (tahannuth). When he reached the age of forty and was on one of his yearly retreats, he then received his calling to prophethood.

Islamic sources allege that a spiritual figure came to him when he was asleep in the cave and asked him to read some writing on a coverlet of brocade, upon which he replied “What shall I read (16)” The figure asked Mohammed the same question three times, each time pressing him so tightly he could hardly bear it and he thought that it was death. Eventually the figure commanded Mohammed to read the first revelation:

"Read! in the name of your Lord who created, who created man of blood coagulated. Read! Thy Lord is the most beneficent, who taught by the pen, taught that which they knew not unto men. (16)" 

Mohammed and Gabriel:
The Mystery of the Encounters

The Bible has an abundance of instances when men and women of God encountered their LORD, or at least the angel of the LORD. In all instances, there is no mistaking for anything else. They would, in an instant, know that they were before the Holy One, and would respond accordingly. When Jesus was tempted by the devil, (Matthew 4:1-11), he knew that it was the devil. When Hagar encountered the angel of the LORD, (Genesis 16:12), she immediately recognized that it was the angel of the Holy God. And when Moses encountered GOD through the burning bush and once God spoke, he knew he was in the presence of God. The encounters were invariably similar in the sense that once the men and women of God were in the presence of the Holy God, they immediately knew it. Although some would put up some resistance, perhaps questioning their suitability for the colossal responsibility, it was never because they had mistakenly taken their LORD for the devil. It can therefore, with certainty, be stated that the precedent was set.

Mohammed's encounter with the angel is, however, unprecedented, inconsistent, and uncharacteristic of the Biblical encounters. We’re told that when Angel Gabriel appeared to Mohammed whilst he was sleeping, he (the Angel), without any salutations or even mentioning who he was, ordered him to read, and he pressed him so hard that Mohammed thought he was dying. The traditions state that when Mohammed woke up from his sleep and shaken by the whole experience, he thought he was either a poet or a man possessed. He was so shaken that he ran home to his wife Khadija for sanctuary, exhibiting panic attack symptoms and bizarrely asking to be covered up. Troubled by the thought of facing his own people as a poet or man possessed, Mohammed is said to have attempted multiple times to commit suicide by throwing himself off the top of the mountain: 

“I thought, woe is me poet or a man possessed – Never shall Quraysh say this of me! I will go to the top of the mountain and throw myself down that I may kill myself and gain rest (20)” 

Khadijah disagreed with Mohammed’s opinion, and as a caring and committed wife, she offered a rather generous, and what appeared to be an emotionally clouded interpretation of the bizarre events. Perhaps she did so out of concern for her husband’s mental health and behavior which resembled signs and symptoms of a schizophrenic episode. In other words, it appears she was attempting to comfort and rescue her husband from a dark place, and as we know, emotional reasoning almost always leads to erroneous judgements:

“Rejoice, O son of my uncle, and be of good heart. Verily, by Him whose hand is Khadija’s soul, I have hope that thou wilt be the prophet of this people (10)” 

By implication, Khadijah was the first person to proclaim Mohammed’s prophethood, despite Mohammed himself repeatedly insisting that it was a demon. Her cousin Waraqar Ibn Nawfal, a Nestorian Christian later followed suit. Quite a family affair, it can be argued.

Despite Gabriel assuring him that he was a prophet of God, Mohammed still believed in the first impressions, that he was demon possessed. He continued to attempt to commit suicide by throwing himself from the top of the mountain even after having received many revelations from the same angel. The suicide attempts are also confirmed in:

Sahih al-Bukhari 6982 - "...But after a few days Waraqah died and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for a while and the Prophet became so sad as we have heard that he intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high mountains and every time he went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say, "O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah's Messenger in truth" whereupon his heart would become quiet, and he would calm down and would return home. And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before him and say to him that he had said before…”

The implications of Mohammed’s encounter with the angel and the subsequent reactions are that he was the only prophet and man of God who confused the Divine with the devil. Even after being assured that he was a messenger of God, Mohammed still did not believe he was. And the multiple attempts at committing suicide are rather baffling, considering that according to Islamic scriptures, he had a miraculous birth and upbringing, and his coming was prophesied in the Biblical scriptures. Isn’t this evidence that Mohammed’s prophethood may have been imposed on him against his will? 

In Ibn Ishaq 106, the account of Mohammed’s encounter with angel Gabriel in the cave of Hira also makes certain that Mohammed was asleep. The implications are that he did not see anything, and nothing saw him. No other Muslim ever saw Gabriel or any other supernatural except for the unreliable claims of one pagan man, Mohammed. Most Muslims favor the later accounts of the events that sought to make the encounter, a real-life one, for good reasons, they do not believe the original narrative had sufficient strength for the purpose of prophethood. If it wasn’t the case, then why was there a need to embellish the divine truth? Could the lack of evidence and witnesses have made Islam’s foundations unstable, hence the exaggerations and embellishments?

The Pegan Origins of Islamic Prophethood

The first three people at the center of Mohammed’s prophethood, Mohammed himself, Khadija, and her cousin Waraqar, are presented to us by Muslim scholars and apologists as virtuous, pure and monotheists in the midst of pagan Mecca. Adversaries view this as an attempt to validate their proclamations of Mohammed’s prophethood, and rightly so, as the evidence suggests otherwise. Or perhaps they were just hand-picked by Allah to spearhead the religion despite their paganism?

Notwithstanding the fact that God can use anyone whom he wills, Muslim apologists are still uncomfortable accepting the pagan past of these three protagonists. The lay Muslims are likely oblivious to the existence of these adverse traditions, and are actively shielded from them, lest they damage their faiths. Any attempts to associate Mohammed with paganism would most certainly be resisted by most Muslims. But what do the Islamic traditions say about the pagan past of these three whom, by all accounts, are exclusively at the center of Islamic prophethood? And can true God use a habitual pagan to identify another habitual pagan as a true prophet of monotheism?

Khadija bint Khuwaylid

Khadija was the first wife and first follower of the Islamic prophet, Muhammad. A successful businesswoman and who, at one time, was Mohammed’s employer. Before meeting Mohammed, she was married to Nabash Bin Zarareh Bin Wakdan, a visionary for the Jinn! (17) The Jinns, according to Arabian belief, inspired poets, and soothsayers, and as we have already discovered, this belief was also very central to Mohammed’s cave encounter, and the subsequent claims of prophethood. Khadija was a rich, powerful, and knowledgeable woman who had a certain amount of influence on Mohammed’s life.

Mohammed’s deep respect towards Khadija may have stemmed from the reported sacrifice she made to marry the orphan of Abu Talib. The Islamic traditions inform us that she tricked her father into marrying Mohammed by intoxicating him with alcohol to get his approval:

Tarikh, vol. 6, p. 49: They also say that Khadijah sent a message to the Messenger of God [Muhammad] inviting him to take her, meaning that they should marry. She was a highly respected woman, and the whole of Quraysh [tribe] would have been eager to marry her and would have spent much money to that end had they aspired to it. She called her father to her house, plied him with wine until he was drunk, slaughtered a cow, anointed him with perfume and clothed him in a striped robe; then she sent for the Messenger of God and his uncles and, when they came in, her father married him to her. When her father recovered from his intoxication, he said, “What is this meat, this perfume, and this garment?” She replied, “You have married me to Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah.” “I have not done so,” he said. “Would I do this, when the greatest men of Mecca have asked for you and I have not agreed?”

In his Persian abridgement of the Annals of Tabari, Bal'ami (d/363/974) writes that Khadija "had read the ancient writings and knew the history of the prophets, and also the name of Gabriel" (18) From this revelation alone, it’s not hard to figure out the colossal role of Khadija in establishing Mohammed's prophethood. She single-handedly convinced her husband that he was a prophet of God despite Mohammed himself believing he was demon possessed. 

This book examines the evidence that contradict the Muslim narrative about how Mohammed acquired prophethood. It starts off by examining Khadija’s elaborate test of Mohammed’s prophethood, and try to determine its origins:

Ismail b. Abu Hakim, a freeman of the family of al-Zubayr, told me on Khadija’s authority that she said to the apostle of God, “O son of my uncle, are you able to tell me about your visitant, when he comes to you? He replied that he could, and she asked him to tell her when he came. So, when Gabriel came to him, as he was wont, the apostle said to Khadija, “This is Gabriel who has just come to me”. “get up, O son of my uncle”, she said, and sit by my left thigh”. The apostle did so, and she said, “Can you see him”? “Yes”, he said. She said “Then turn round and sit on my right thigh”. He did so, and she said “Can you see him?” When he said that he could, she asked him to move and sit in her lap. When he had done this, she again asked him if he could see him, and when he said yes, she disclosed her form and cast aside her veil while the prophet was sitting on her lap. Then she said, “Can you see him?” And he replied, “No” She said, O son of my uncle, rejoice and be of good heart, by God he is an angel and not a Satan (10)”

Muslims authoritatively tell us that when Khadija and Mohammed were in an indecent position, the spirit left. She was convinced that that spirit who was talking to her husband was the Angel Gabriel, and a good spirit, not Satan because when he saw their compromising position, the spirit didn't stay to see, and Satan would have stayed. This is of course at the back of another incident in Biblical times where the same angel, considered by Muslims to be the Spirit, blew himself directly into the vagina (faijaha) of Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ (Quran 21.91). It’s a little surprising that the angel wasn’t shy and respectful then? 

Nevertheless, the ritual that Khadija administered to prove her husband’s prophethood is unprecedented in the Abrahamic religions, or any other religion for that matter. It is not a Christian ritual, neither is it Jewish. The question is, from where did she acquire that? Khadija’s background may provide us with fundamental clues and even factual conclusions:

Ahmed Ibn Hanbal, Musnad vol. 4 p. 222 - informs us that Khadijah, the wife of the prophet had an idol, an idol of al-Uzza in her house:

Narrated by Abdullah, narrated by his father, narrated by Abu Usama Hamad Ibn Usama, narrated by Hisham Ibn Urwah, narrated from his father who related that a neighbor of Khadija bint Khuwaylid heard the prophet says, "O Khadija! By Allah I do not worship Al-Lat nor Al-Uzza. By Allah I do not worship (them) at all." Khadija replied, "Leave Al-Lat and leave Al-Uzza."

He (the neighbor) said this was their idol which they used to worship after which they would lay down to sleep.

Khadija’s full name was Khadija bint Khuwaylid ibn Asad ibn ‘Abd al- ‘Uzza ibn Qusayy. Abd Al-Uzza means servant of Al-Uzza, which is a giveaway for the goddess Khadija's tribe worshipped. 

There is evidence of her uprightness, so is of her deviousness, but there is no evidence she ever apostatized from the religion of her Quraish tribe until her conversion to Islam. If she ever did, she would have been persecuted as evidenced by the treatment that Hanif Zayd ibn Amr received. Zayd ibn Amr was subjected to vile persecution when he apostatized from polytheism. The Muslims themselves were persecuted for abandoning the religions of their ancestors. To equate rectitude to Hanifism is either absurd fallacious reasoning on the part of Muslim apologists, or outright deception.

There is also evidence of the Hanifs (a designation for true monotheists) in pagan Mecca. Khadija’s cousin Waraqar ibn Nawfal was one of them, but Khadija was not. The four Hanifs were Zayd ibn Amr, Waraqah ibn Nawfal, Uthman ibn al-Huwayrith and Ubayd-Allah ibn Jahsh, with the latter three converting to Christianity. Only Zayd ibn Amr died without any religion, persecuted, and forced out of Mecca, he eventually died is isolation at mount Hira cave, the same cave Mohammed supposedly received his first revelations (19). To suggest that Khadija was a Hanif would therefore simply be viewed by adversaries as an elaborate concoction to buttress her proclamation of Mohammed’s prophethood. With the benefit of the doubt, it is pure conjecture!

Mohammed

As for Mohammed, various Islamic traditions inform us that his real name at birth was Qutham. A very unfortunate name, but one that fits perfectly with the unusual event of his birth which, we are reliably told, was four years after his father's death; itself, if true, would be a first in the history of mankind! His controversial birth must have brought rumors of shame and dishonor swirling around the highly regarded Banu Hashim of Quraysh, the custodians of the pagan idols of the Kaaba. Not so much shame now, as Muslim scholars and apologists have managed to audaciously spin the event, from being miraculous to being scientifically possible. And there is a fatwa to cover the absurdity (20)! Also, just like much of Mohammed’s embarrassing past, the name was adjudged to be ill-suited for prophethood, so it had to go!

Islamic traditions also inform us that Mohammed had a prominent pagan past which a sizeable number of Muslims are oblivious to. Muslim leaders and apologists have made concerted efforts to present him as a monotheist even in pagan Mecca. Evidence, however, show that he was as pagan as the rest of the Meccans. His new religion, Islam, in modest terms, was a hybrid ideology of an unholy alliance of monotheism and paganism, and plainly speaking, Mohammed simply preached monotheism whilst practicing paganism!

In Ibn Ishaq p 70, we are told that when Mohammed was born, “it is alleged that ‘Abdul’l- Muttalib took him (T. before Hubal) in the (T. middle of the) Kaba, where he stood and prayed to Allah thanking him for this gift” Hubal was a pagan god worshipped in pre-Islamic Arabia, notably by Quraysh, Mohammed's tribe at the Kaaba in Mecca.

Before proclaiming prophethood, Mohammed engaged in pagan worship and rituals, just like his tribe members. The one of such evidence is in an authentic narration in: 

Sahih al-Bukhari 5499- Narrated `Abdullah: Allah's Messenger said that he met Zaid bin `Amr Nufail at a place near Baldah and this had happened before Allah's Messenger received the Divine Inspiration. Allah's Messenger presented a dish of meat to Zaid bin `Amr, but Zaid refused to eat of it and then said, "I do not eat of what you slaughter on your stonealtars (Ansabs) nor do I eat except that on which Allah's Name has been
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