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			Author’s Note 

			Historians prefer to use primary sources (letters, diaries, speeches, and photographs) to learn about historical events. Sometimes facts aren’t written down as they happen so historians use secondary sources (things written about a historical event by someone who did not witness the event). With these pieces of information, they have to be critical thinkers that put the facts that they know together to make their best guess at what really happened.

			You can be a critical thinker too! Keep reading about history that makes you think and dig deeper. Find new sources and think about how that might fit in with what you already know. Understanding our history helps us understand our world.

		


		
			Timeline

			1787	Founding Fathers meet from May to September in Philadelphia to draft and pass the US Constitution. The Constitutional Convention considered allowing women the right to vote, but eventually limited voting rights to white male adult citizens.

			1848	In July at Seneca Falls, New York, women meet to discuss the need for equal voting rights. Susan B. Anthony emerges as a national leader of the emerging suffrage movement.

			1864	Nevada becomes the thirty-sixth state. Voting limited to “every white male citizen of the United States” at least twenty-one years old who had been a state resident at least six months. No women allowed.

			1869	One-term Assemblyman Curtis Hillyer addresses his colleagues at the state legislature in Carson City on the subject of equal voting rights for women, receives resounding applause and some support for his suffrage resolution.

			1870	On February 3, the Fifteeenth Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, giving Black male adults the right to vote.

			1871	Equal voting resolution fails in the Nevada Legislature, and the issue struggles to be heard for the rest of the century.

			1875	Anne Henrietta Martin is born September 30 in Empire City, Nevada. She died on April 15, 1951.

			1889	The Nevada Legislature passes the “school office” resolution, enabling women to be elected to school boards and superintendent positions.

			1895	The Nevada State Equal Suffrage organization is founded and devoted to winning equal voting rights for women.

			1911	Attorney Felice Cohn drafts a resolution to change the state constitution to allow women to vote. It passes the Assembly and Senate.

			1912	Anne Martin becomes president of the Nevada Equal Franchise Society. That same year, attorney Bird Wilson writes her pamphlet, Women Under Nevada Laws. Thousands of copies of the pamphlet are distributed throughout the state.

			1913 	The state legislature votes for the second consecutive session for the resolution that allows women to vote.

			1914	Led by intrepid Anne Martin, women across the state campaign for suffrage. The vote is successful. Nevada women at last receive the right to vote in local and state elections.

			1918 	Registered as an independent, Anne Martin runs unsuccessfully for the US Senate. Sadie Hurst of Reno is elected to the state Assembly. Edna Baker of Sparks is elected to the state Board of Regents, which oversees the University of Nevada.

			1920	The Nineteenth Amendment to the US Constitution is ratified, giving women the right to vote in all elections.

			1966	Helen Herr of Las Vegas becomes the first woman elected to the Nevada State Senate.

			1983	Barbara Vucanovich takes her seat in the US House of Representatives as the state’s first congresswomen. She would serve until 1997.

			2019	Nevada women lawmakers made history by comprising the first female-majority state legislature in the nation’s history.
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			Will I never have any ambition, will I never accomplish anything? O, I must do something.

			—Anne Martin, age 18

		


		
			A Long and Bumpy Road to Equality[image: ]

			Nevada’s mining camps even today are often located in isolated places far from established roads. This was especially true in the early 1900s, when the state and federal government had not yet developed the highways we take for granted. At that time, most of the state’s population was located in Reno and the surrounding area. In 1910, almost one of every four of Nevada’s 82,000 residents lived there. The rest were scattered across a vast expanse in a few smaller towns, on cattle and sheep ranches, and in isolated mining camps of canvas tents and simple stone cabins without indoor plumbing or running water.

			So imagine the surprise those hard-rock miners and their families felt when they saw the rising dust that signaled the far-off approach of an automobile on a rutted path worn by horses and wagons. As the canvas-topped automobile came closer, their curiosity turned to astonishment to see that the driver and passengers were all women—an uncommon sight in those days. As the vehicle pulled to a stop, those who could read made out the words on a banner attached to the back of the vehicle: Votes for Women.

			[image: ]Intrepid suffragist Anne Martin had arrived to discuss the importance of Nevada giving its female residents the right to vote. Throughout 1914, often accompanied by her friend and fellow suffragist, Mabel Vernon, Anne traveled to Nevada’s farthest reaches to campaign for a cause that continued to elude American women: gaining the right to vote. Anne was not the state’s first suffragist nor its last, but because of her tenacity and willingness to literally go the extra mile, she would come to personify the struggle for voting rights equality.

			Even those skeptical of Anne’s presence couldn’t argue about her work ethic. She had come a long way, and at substantial effort, to be heard. She found many willing to listen.

			Anne would later write to a magazine editor, “This was an object lesson as to the scattered condition of the electorate, and the condition of reaching voters personally. One would have to travel 100 miles all day from a county seat to a mountain camp . . . to reach seventy voters. In one case, a three day trip was necessary to reach eighty voters.”
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			Anne drove all over Nevada in a car similar to this one.
 
			Voter registration rolls were often unreliable for those distant outposts. Anne was frustrated, but kept moving. During one two-week motor journey through the state, Anne and Mabel traveled to Lovelock, Seven Troughs, Rochester, Imlay, Winnemucca, Paradise Valley, National, Battle Mountain, Golconda, Gold Creek, Tuscarora, Metropolis, Contact, and San Jacinto. In The Long Campaign, a biography of Anne, historian Anne Bail Howard describes the outposts as specks on the map, “only three of which by the wildest stretch of the imagination could be called towns. Since few of those settlements had any kind of public gathering place except for saloons, they spoke in the street or in a church, local women gathering as much of a crowd as could be found.”

			In time, the nation would learn of the story of Anne and other dedicated women who traveled to every corner of Nevada’s 110,000 square miles to seek support for suffrage in the Silver State. Nevada in those days was a place where men outnumbered women by a wide margin, and according to the US Constitution only men could cast a ballot. The odds were stacked against them.

			They were not deterred when their speeches were not taken to heart. They kept coming back, never gave up, and in the end prevailed.

			But in 1914 the march toward voting equality continued over rough terrain, and victory was not certain.
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Anne’s hats gained a reputation
among reporters, and many
Nevada newspaper articles
mentioned her hats.
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