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What People Are Saying About
Zakariya Adeel

I’ve had a number of tarot readings by Zakariya, in fact he is the only person that I allow to read for me. His ability to interpret the cards is intuitive and skilled and he conveys their message in a way that is accessible, direct & honest, but positive & constructive. Whatever is going on in my life and in those cards, I’m always left with food for thought, actions to consider, and a strong sense of hope. Zakariya’s readings are uncannily accurate and also uplifting.

DJ Ritu

I love the whole picture approach that Zakariya had to my astrological reading. Compassionate and insightful, the session with him helped give me perspective and courage.

Zoe Simone

Zakariya has an astounding knowledge, ability and talent for both Eastern and Western Astrologies combined. Over the last ten years, his predictions for the year ahead based on both Chinese and Western astrology have been scarily accurate. I was single when I met Zakariya, and would excitedly ask him each Chinese new year if this year would be the year that I met the man of my dreams. For the first few years he would tell me that this year was not a good year for romance for me. The optimistic part of me would dismiss this as ‘just astrology’, but he was always right. I was single for 5 years. The year of 2008 was the Year of the Rat (my Chinese sign). He told me that this year I would meet the man that I would marry…and I did! I have now been happily married for 5 years. I still hassle him every year to find out what lies in store for me in the new year, and he gets it right, year after year. He is truly an inspiration.

Debbie Hearn

All of my readings with Zak have been consistently correct over the many years I have consulted with him. Much of the information he has given me has allowed me to consider my options and be more consciously aware before making decisions. Zak genuinely has been blessed with a gift that he can share with you as he has with me.

Neena Baid - Professional Coach and Artist

www.neenabaid.com

Zak has a real skill at combining Chinese and Western astrology and making it personal to your signs and understands both very well. His ability of reading tarot and explaining the situation is very clear and really helped to guide me.

Claire Heffron

I first met Zakariya on the set of a Crimewatch reconstruction where he was casually giving readings to all the actors between takes. I sidled up and waited for my reading. It was brief, accurate and so revealing I was a little freaked out. It was his incredible insight and empathy that drew me to him and has done for the last 15 years or so. He has not only successfully combined Eastern and Western astrology, but uses it to show people who they are, and in the process empower themselves, for the better.

Oliver Gatz

When it comes to the complex understanding of how Western astrology meets Eastern astrology, Zakariya interprets this on a most accurate level. With years of experience and with true passion for the craft Zak delivers astounding observations every time.

Alexia Chellun

www.alexiachellun.com

I won’t do a reading with anyone but Zakariya. In every instance of Zak doing a reading for me, I had felt it was the perfect timing for it. I would feel his words and predictions linger in the back of my mind while I would see them come into fruition. What I love the most is how Zak has such a fantastically insightful and honest way of speaking that I am gracefully given a few steps back to see my life with more perspective and direction.

Sara K.

After any of Zak’s tarot readings, I am always left feeling positive, hopeful, curious and excited for things to come. I believe his readings for me have been accurate because he is so naturally in tune astrologically. I always look forward to and enjoy a tarot session with Zak. He is the only reader I trust to give me a constructive reading.

Magdalene Coley

I met Zak at a time when I was feeling like my love life had become kind of pointless. My career was the highlight in my life, and any time I did meet a guy I kind of liked, I’d be hesitant to give him too much of my attention – I just didn’t feel that these men were worth the effort.

Zak gave me a 12-month reading in around Feb/March 2013. He selected a card for each month and explained in detail what I could expect from each. He also recorded this so I was able to look back and check my forecast for the beginning of each month.

One month, however, stuck in my mind. It was January the following year, for which he selected the Lovers card. He told me that this would be the month I really solidify a lasting relationship. I was dubious, of course…

However, a few months later, as if from out of nowhere, it’s no understatement to say I met the man of my dreams. Only problem was, he was living in a different country. To me, it seemed hopeless. But as things developed, my ‘perfect guy’ decided that he wanted to be with me full-time. And so, he left his native USA and relocated his life to China, where I was living at the time.

He arrived on my doorstep in Beijing on December 30th, 2013. Needless to say, January really was the month we solidified our relationship!

Several months later we were married and are now expecting our first baby together. Zak was absolutely right.

Nikki Aaron-Gilliand

My wonderful interaction happened with Zakariya this past summer in Vancouver Canada. I was intrigued listening to readings he was doing. I quickly realised this man was something special. Upon reading my cards I was taken in by his energy and thoughtful process in delivering the intriguing lessons. I learned about me and situations in my life, past and present. Later in the evening I got to just sit and chat with this electric man. I have kept in touch and hope to have many many more readings. Cheers Lianne C.

Lianne C

I was introduced to Zak a few years ago through a mutual friend. I was not particularly aware of astrology, Eastern or Western, and only read horoscopes occasionally, rather than seeking them out. I still know very little about astrology but I can say that since we met, Zak has made two completely accurate predictions about events in my life neither he nor I could have forseen. It was surreal but somehow reassuring. The process opened my mind to new possibilities and I thank him for that.

Lucy Barrett

Zak, your readings are intuitive and compassionate. You tell it like it is and you offer warmth and that extra level of precision. I love watching you read the cards. You know them like some people know their own children, reading every expression they offer you. It’s always a privilege to have a reading with you.

Jude Claybourne

Zak, Thank you for helping me find clarity through your tarot readings. Your guidance and insight is honest first and foremost, but delivered with wisdom and a kind heart. And your knowledge of Chinese Astrology is almost scary!

Chryso Chellun

I have known Zakariya for over 10 years and during that time he has read tarot for me and shared his in depth knowledge of astrology on numerous occasions.

His exceptional ability to combine Western and Chinese astrology gives him an edge over most as well as incredible insight into people’s personalities and patterns of behaviors.

He undeniably has a gift when using his cards to read for people and I have witnessed him calling situations and bringing clarity to people over and over again.

He is a genuinely talented and gifted individual.

Celine Boulhaya

Zak’s readings are, intuitive, clear and insightful, delivered with honesty and compassion. It’s evident in his readings that he has a deep knowledge and understanding of Tarot and Chinese Astrology.

Yinka Williams

Astrology and leaning about my star sign has always been a hobby. I had the pleasure of Zak reading my cards and tell me more about my star. Zak’s been a great advocate and demonstrates strong knowledge in the field. I continue to follow my sign yet on year. Thanks a million Zak!! From the Rabbit-Taurus.

Priya Patel

I have had my cards read and I have gotten a Western/Chinese astrological combination summary. His card reading helped me decide to apply for graduate school…which I just finished. His summary was amazing and eerily accurate. His description allowed me to become more confident since I gained a better understanding of myself. I have had it for more than a year and I still read it when I need a pick-me-up. Plus I found out I am a moon child which is pretty badass. :p

Grace Heiderman
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Introduction


About the Author and His Process

I was always an inquisitive child with unconventional interests: while other boys were playing football or rugby or cricket, I was reading Theodora Lau’s Handbook of Chinese Astrology. By the age of nine, I knew the signs of everyone in my class, to be fair, they were either a Sheep or Monkey, but soon I was able to attribute traits to the different signs in the other year classes too. And when our class 6 teacher lead a project on the Chinese New Year, to her annoyance, the Chinese Astrologer in training corrected her many mistakes.

This was the start of my career in the Divination realm. Armed with my understanding of Chinese Astrology, study of psychology and genuine interest in people, I came to understand human nature as it related to each individual sign. Being born in the West, I already had a basic understanding of the Western Zodiac, but it was when I combined the two that the heavens opened for me.

Adding the 12 Zodiac signs to the 12 Chinese archetypes creates 144 detailed and specific profiles. The first time I saw this done was in Theodora Lau’s Handbook of Chinese Horoscopes and then later in greater detail in Suzanne White’s book, The New Astrology. Being the sort who likes to come to my own conclusions, I had avoided reading Suzanne White’s book outside of my own combination and that of close friends and family because I did not want to be influenced towards a certain perception. I have my own process as an Astrologer, one that I have developed over the years that is very different to most conventional Eastern Astrologers (which is discussed in detail, please see the chapter on Departing from Traditional Chinese Astrology). I prefer to apply my methods to come to my own conclusions. That being said, I playfully told a friend she had a dictator’s combination because people like Saddam Hussein, Napoleon and Machiavelli shared her chart, even Hitler was born on the cusp of this combination, which of course my friend did not like at all, who would? She disagreed with it entirely. In my humble opinion, she was a tad “controlling” but like most crazed dictators intent on world domination she refused to acknowledge this so looked for other Chinese Astrologers to refute my claims. Suzanne White had named this Ox-Taurus combination, The Deliberate Dictator. My friend was not impressed, but Suzanne White had most definitely impressed me. Yes there are overlaps between all good Astrologers and even all divination methods.

Although there are examples of people of all combinations who have found fame within the entertainment world, you will notice specific patterns emerge: combinations or people with similar elemental constitutions tend to go for similar occupations because they share similar needs and talents. For example, most Ox signs are drawn to positions of power, yet they are also pulled towards standup comedy (especially when attached to a Western Zodiac fire sign); Bill Cosby (1937) inspired Eddie Murphy (1961) who inspired Dave Chappelle (1973) who is undoubtedly inspiring the next generation of Ox stand-ups. See the Ox chapter for more details. Tiger musicians are generally drawn to alternative rock/folk genres, especially when attached to an air sign from the Western Zodiac: Alanis Morrisette, Natalie Imbruglia, Sheryl Crow, Robbie Williams, Phil Collins and so forth (see the Tiger chapter for more details).

Certain signs are drawn to certain careers or certain specialisms within a broader generic sector. When I was doing my degree, I worked for a prominent retail bank in the UK. They had many branches and as a part time employee, I was shipped all over the place, only too happily, in order to cover ad-hoc shifts so that I could make some extra money. Of the six branches in that group four of the line managers were Ox-Libra. The other two were Ox-Taurus and Tiger-Virgo. When I shifted to a different bank, the line manager was an Ox-Aries and his second in charge was another Tiger Virgo. There are Astrological patterns in all areas of the world.

www.adeelsastrology.com


Departing from Traditional Chinese Astrology

I started my journey into the Eastern Astrological World knowing a little bit about the Western system including the role of the four elements. What really intrigued me was that each of the Zodiac signs had an Eastern equivalent; there are 12 Zodiac signs and 12 Chinese signs, therefore were easily interchangeable. However, this was not the case with the elements. The West use four (Earth, Air, Fire, Water) whereas the Chinese use five (Earth, Water, Fire, Metal and Wood).

As I read more and more books on the topic, I realized that certain Astrologers did things differently in order to come to a final reading, some included the Western Zodiac sign and some rejected it altogether, some used the traditional elements fixed to each sign as well as the years element, some only used one and rejected the other. Different Astrologers attributed Yin to a sign when others would attribute it Yang. I tried different combinations but found much of it difficult and confusing, especially when the five Eastern elements were not interchangeable with the four Western elements.

As previously mentioned, a number of Oriental Astrologers link the Western Zodiac signs to an Eastern counterpart sign but the way this is done can differ. My entire method is primarily inspired by Theodora Lau’s work so the following is how I choose to translate the signs in my process.



	Rat

	–

	Sagittarius




	Ox

	–

	Capricorn




	Tiger

	–

	Aquarius




	Rabbit

	–

	Pisces




	Dragon

	–

	Aries




	Snake

	–

	Taurus




	Horse

	–

	Gemini




	Sheep

	–

	Cancer




	Monkey

	–

	Leo




	Rooster

	–

	Virgo




	Dog

	–

	Libra




	Boar

	–

	Scorpio





It is important to note that although these signs share many attributes, they are not exactly the same, meaning that there will be attributes coming from the Western sign (specifically because of their date and month of birth) that will not be there if you were trying to read someone’s year of birth. For example, the Sheep sign = Cancer sign: most Cancerians either have a secret or an overt desire to lead, whereas Sheep signs do not particularly. That being said, they are equally as emotional, sensitive and creative. However, if someone was born in a Sheep year and was also a Cancerian, it would most likely create a personality with a greater desire to lead because of the chemistry created by the dilution of these signs.

Linking on from the Western signs is the matter of elements. As mentioned before, Eastern elements can be very useful for detailed personal profiles created purely in the traditional method but they get confusing when attached to a sign in an East and West combined reading because of the way elements are interpreted by a Western audience. For example, Fire is read to mean proactive, aggressive, forceful, and Yang, whereas in China, Fire is fixed to the year of the gentle Sheep which is characterized as reactive, passive, peaceful and Yin. The elements are interpreted differently by Eastern and Western audiences. It is for this reason that I apply the element attached to each Eastern signs Western counterpart.
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In this way the Sheep sign’s fixed element becomes Water read by a Western audience as creative, fluid, emotional and Yin as are all of the Water signs:


Eastern: Rabbit, Sheep, Boar.

Western: Pisces, Cancer, Scorpio.



In my experience these Western elements attached to each Eastern sign greatly aid the understanding of the 12 signs and more significantly, a personal combination. But many traditional Astrologers see this as a huge transgression and would slap my wrists for even considering such sacrilege. Doing this messes with traditional practices that have worked for centuries and they will continue to work in the very same way. But this work is not intended for hard core Chinese Astrologers. It is to highlight just how influential the Chinese sign is to anyone’s personality chart (so much so, that I place the Chinese sign before the Western one), to expand the understanding of the combined astrological method of divination to as wide a Western audience as possible and to highlight how the use of the Western elements serves as a short cut to the knowledge because of the Western frame of reference.


The Point of this Book

There have been numerous books on Chinese Astrology most of which agree on the basic characteristics of each sign, as do I, but when they are mixed with a Western sign the chemical reactions are often unexpected. For example, when you mix the soft, sweet, non-confrontational Sheep with the dreamy idealistic Pisces, I doubt many people would expect Rupert Murdoch to be the result. Seen separately, he would not fit the Sheep template, nor would he fit the Piscean, but when seen together, both are water signs, as the old proverb goes, “There is nothing stronger than the force of the ocean” and double water combinations are as creative as they are ruthless. Never be fooled by their innocent looks!

This book hopes to shed light on matters such as this encouraging discovery through application as much as possible in order to develop such a breadth of knowledge that they will soon be able to pick out what people’s signs are by their clothes, language, body language, energy or even emotional set place.

Having spent many years studying the 144 combinations, the patterns that I found are astoundingly specific and when illustrating these looking at famous people who share the same combination you may be shocked at the similarities. Many even share physical attributes. Ox-Scorpio women such as Vivien Leigh and Aishwarya Rai often have green cat-like eyes and are known for their seductress-type charm.

When Snake-Leo, JK Rowling was looking to cast a Harry Potter who shared many of her own characteristics, after seeing thousands of young actors, isn’t it strange that she agreed upon Daniel Radcliffe who also happens to share her own combination of Snake-Leo.

There may be many of you who may be thinking, that’s just a coincidence. But this sort of thing happens again and again and I have many examples which you will find in this book.

Another would be when Snake-Pisces, Kevin Williamson, the writer of the Scream films franchise and Dawson’s Creek was looking to cast a Dawson for his semi-autobiographical TV series. He eventually decided upon James Van Der Beek, another Snake-Pisces. Snakes are notoriously known for finding the right person for the right job at the right time, but this type of thing is not restricted to Snake signs alone as you will find out.

When reading about someone who shares your combination, you may be surprised to find out, that that person’s friends or family share the exact same combinations of people in your life. This is because combinations have certain in-built patterns of behavior that attract other patterns of behavior in the form of specific combinations.

The point of this book is to inform you of such phenomena as it relates to a specific sign or combination, entertain you with my little insights and help you to incorporate Chinese Astrology with your application of Western Astrology so that your understanding can be even more precise.


The Chinese Legend

The traditional Chinese zodiac has enamored people all over the world for centuries and its origins are widely disputed. Some say Buddha laid on a farewell dinner to celebrate leaving earth and sent an invitation to all animals but only twelve turned up. In gratitude, he assigned a year to each animal in the order they arrived. Another version is that Buddha was calling a meeting to reorganize the state of the Chinese nation, and another still purports that it was in celebration of his birthday.

Perhaps the most common legend is that of the Jade Emperor who invited all the animals of the universe to take part in a race to see who could reach him first.

When the Cat was told about the race he became very excited and asked his neighbor, the Rat to awaken him at dawn so that he could start his journey. The Rat agreed to the request.

Of course, at first light, the Rat was away leaving the sleeping Cat behind. He knew he was the smallest animal taking part but he was also the most determined. Being fast and versatile, the forest, the plains and grasslands were no problem and he was the first to reach the river stream. However, now he was at a loss. He knew he couldn’t cross the stream by himself.

At that moment, the Ox arrived. He surveyed the river wondering how he was going to get across this muddy stream with his poor eyesight. The Rat offered to navigate if he would let him ride on his back. The Ox felt that was fair and let the Rat onto his back and they both entered the river. That is when the Cat arrived at the riverbank angry at not being woken up. The Rat apologized saying he was so excited himself that it had slipped his mind. Knowing that the Cat also couldn’t swim, he asked the Ox whether his friend could also ride on his back. The unassuming Ox was happy to help. The Cat climbed on board somewhat placated by the Rat’s actions.

As the Ox slowly made his way through the muddy waters, a dragon flew over them effortlessly taking the lead. She looked down from her superior vantage point and noticed that a tiny Rabbit who had been hopping from one stone to the next had become trapped; the Rabbit had no more stones left to hop onto. Noticing a passing log, she made a leap for it but now found herself being dragged downstream on the log.

Meanwhile, the Ox was halfway across the stream and listening to the Rat sing him directions to get them across. However, the Cat was getting increasingly annoyed at the noise and asked the Rat to be quiet. As he was busy preening himself, the Rat crept up behind him and pushed him overboard, then returned to direct the Ox. By that point, the Dragon had disappeared but there was a mighty roar that came from behind them. The Rat saw the mighty Tiger enter the river. He told the Ox to swim as fast as he could otherwise they would be overtaken. They were nearly there.

Not far behind the Tiger was the noble Horse who leapt into the water with a huge splash. The Rooster, Ram and Monkey reached the river stream at the same time. They agreed to work together to get across. The ever vigilant Rooster noticed a small raft and ordered that the Ram obtain it and set it on the water, which he did. She then told the Monkey to clear off its weeds, which he did. Then all three jumped on board, tugged and pulled and worked together to get through the stream.

The Rat encouraged the Ox to keep going and both could see that they were nearly there. Suddenly, the Dog, being one of the best swimmers passed by and overtook them. She got near the end first but instead of coming out of the stream, she remained in the water to clean off all of the mud and weeds. Just as the Ox reached the riverbank, the Rat climbed onto the Ox’s head and made it to Jade Emperor first. The Ox followed thanking the Rat for all of his help. The Tiger came next bemused at the Dog still washing herself.

A huge gust of warm wind blew the tiny Rabbit’s log to the riverbank and she made it into fourth place. Seconds later, the Dragon landed on the bank. As the Horse emerged from the water, the Snake uncurled herself from one of the Horses hooves, which gave him a fright. The Snake slithered over the bank and made it into sixth position, the Horse made seventh. At this point, the little raft made it to the other side. The Ram climbed off first helping the Monkey off next, followed by the Rooster. They approached the Emperor together making eighth, ninth and tenth positions respectively.

Eventually, the Dog approached the Emperor looking flawless. The Cat was still splashing in the water but was picked up by the compassionate Boar as he slowly but steadily swum across. By the time the Boar reached the Emperor, the Cat had passed out. The Boar was awarded twelfth position and as the Cat, coming thirteenth was not assigned a year at all.

The Emperor then asked why the Tiger didn’t come first being the strongest, he said he had the furthest to travel. The Dragon was asked why she didn’t come first considering she could fly, she said she had to stop to create rain to help the creatures of the earth and returned to help the Rabbit reach the shore. The Emperor blessed the Dragon for her good deeds. Then the Emperor asked why the Dog didn’t make first position if she reached the bank first, she replied that she was no state to be in the presence of Royalty and needed to clean up.

The Emperor assigned the first year to the Rat and he was celebrated for his ingenuity. When the Cat regained consciousness, he swore revenge on the Rat and it is believed this is why Cats chase rodents even today.

There are many variations on this story. Some say it was Buddha who did summon them to race. This story, in its various guises, has been told since 2637 B.C. during the reign of Emperor Huang Ti when the Chinese Lunar calendar was introduced. The ancient Chinese used to count the years with 10 celestial stems and 12 terrestrial branches but most people were illiterate at this time so an animal was assigned to each terrestrial branch, which symbolized the ethereal influences of that particular year.


The Chinese Calendar

Find your year of birth to see which Chinese sign you were born under. Be sure to double check especially if you are born under the Western zodiac signs of Capricorn or Aquarius as the Chinese use the lunar calendar which is based on movements of the moon meaning the Chinese New Year always takes place at some point during the time of the sun sign Aquarius. So January Capricorns and all Aquarians have to check to see which Chinese Year they belong to.

Alternatively, visit my website: www.adeelsastrology.com and put your date of birth into my Astrology Calculator and you will be given your combined astrological combination.

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]


Mind Map Pie Chart

In order to get a complete picture of your astrological make-up, you need to complete the Mind Map Pie Chart.

[image: ]

This chart consists of six segments attached to each is a correlating element section. Your year of birth sits in the largest part taking up three segments.

Your time of birth sits in the second largest part taking up two segments.

Your zodiac sign sits in the smallest part taking up one segment.

Once you have all of the signs in place, you add the fixed element from each sign to the element strip.

For an example, see below.

[image: ]

Once all of the details have been complete, it is easy to read the personality as a whole. This person is likely to be entrepreneurial like the Rat and dislike working for other people, however being born in the time of the Tiger and being a Capricorn/Ox sign this person may have a desire to manage or lead a team of his own. Because this person has more Tiger than Ox, they are more likely to be open to other people’s opinions and not so ready to act on their own convictions alone. This is likely to be someone who looks at all of the facts, listens to what the majority believe then hands all of the available information to their subconscious and then acts only when the subconscious spurts out an unexpected yet effective solution. They might also be quite charitable. They lead by example and motivate others to work for them using genuine affection and genuine appreciation for their efforts. They do make good team leaders. There is enough Ox to do the hard graft but not too much Ox to become dictatorial, enough Tiger to be open but not too much to make everything personal, but primarily they are Rat enough to keep their ear to the ground for any shifts in people’s feelings that may need catering for.

You can see from this chart that this personality combination is made up of the Fire, Earth and Air elements. Therefore this person lacks the water element. This lack is likely to be subconsciously felt by this person and the chances are this person will gravitate towards people who have water in their combination. It’s important to note that people containing the water element may not play as significant a role in this person’s life if that current year is actually a water year because the lack will be made up by the environment.

The Chinese tend to add any element missing from their child’s astrological make-up to their name so that the lack is less felt. Needless to say, this doesn’t happen in the Western world. Although it can be astounding to note how many people end up with partners who make up an elemental lack in their own chart, commonly their polar opposite sign, which is traditionally considered to be an inauspicious pairing. There are many ways to determine compatibilities that many astrologers disagree on. The two main methods I employ can be found in the compatibilities section after the main body text of each individual astrological combination.

It’s also important to mention that most other astrologers that use both systems place the Western sign before the Chinese one, but I do not. I feel that the Chinese year has the largest impact on the personality as a whole and this is illustrated in the Mind Map Pie Chart that I use, therefore it is only right that the Chinese sign be placed first and the Western one follows, e.g. Rat-Aries. Also, I have found that there is a grading to the personalities as they move along, one to the next. So the Rat-Aries is similar to the Rat-Taurus, then the Rat-Taurus is similar to the next combination, the Rat-Gemini and so it goes on. For example, inventor Thomas Edison was born under the sign of Sheep-Aquarius, which shares traits with the next combination, Sheep-Pisces where Apple genius Steve Jobs is to be found.


THE RAT


THE RAT

I am the instigator, the fire starter, the beginning. I am magic manifested to create an entirely new world, a new order, a new way. Tiny is my body, Vast is my spirit! Feel the power of my energy, see it sparkle in my eyes. Through me you will see colors you have never seen before, experience delights you have never experienced before, I am the one who knows the way to Eden, follow me, I’ll take you there. Gracious am I if you value my time, my voice and my contribution; be blind to my gifts and be blind to your own ignorance. I direct you to your own guidance, open you to your own intuition, lead you from the barren lands to the oasis because I know my world intimately: its structure, material and its effective usage. I should know, I was here before all else. I am the oldest sibling. I am the first born of the Chinese Zodiac.

I am the Rat.

Distinctive, with outstanding physical features, you also have strong, sometimes aggressive personalities. You are born entrepreneurs and many Rats like to head their own businesses. From a young age, you know what you want and follow through with your plans. Decisive, active and strong, you like to take the lead and end up in a position of power. Knowing how to apply your charm and sex appeal to propel you up the ladder, you’re an expert at making and handling money. Although the Rat is the tiniest of all signs, you can be one of the most aggressive when aroused or when your meticulous plans are being affected.

Career-wise, Rats are primarily drawn to setting up their own entrepreneurial enterprise. This is the sign of the Entrepreneur! Whether they create their own business or set themselves up in their chosen profession as a sole trader, they prefer to work for themselves or as consultants where their expertise is purchased in. Generally speaking, they are not great at taking orders, unless they have chosen the boss themselves in which case they are the first to encourage teamwork. Suitable careers can be established in, finance, medicine, law, science, politics and the arts.

Compatibilities



	Best Friends:

	Dragon & Monkey




	Soul Mate:

	Ox




	Good Relations:

	Snake & Boar
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	Horse
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The things that come to those who wait may be the things left by those who got there first.

– Steven Tyler



This combination takes the first signs from both the Eastern and Western horoscopes creating the big bang explosion from which everything else proceeds. This combination is the first and it’s fitting that Rat fire meets Aries fire. This personality is full of forward motion, someone who is proactive and likes to see tangible results of their labor.

Mandy Moore has said, “I’m a spiritual person and a religious person,” while Jill Scott has exclaimed that she is more “spiritual than religious.” This conscious desire for spiritual connection makes them highly tuned in to their intuition that guides them towards areas where they are most suited. This is why so many become self-employed in areas that fully fulfil their specific needs. Generally speaking, the Rat is the sign of the Entrepreneur and many examples belong to this combination.

Eli Roth is a good example of a Rat-Aries who, despite initial setbacks such as being fired from film sets, persisted in his preferred work environment and developed a reputation as the filmmaker who has never lost any money on a film. This is quite typical. Rat-Aries’ do what they love, complete their work in great detail and do so with traditional values and classical flair. John Madden has said he has just done what he loved most and has managed to secure exceptional financial rewards despite never having “worked a day in my life.”

Surprisingly, they are not as money motivated as they initially seem. Jeremy Clarkson has said, “I just don’t pay any attention to money, it’s rather vulgar.” Instead, they do what they love and the money comes. Andrew Lloyd Webber is further proof of this.

Jennifer Garner trained in ballet and performance as a child before deciding upon a career in science (a favorite career sector for Rat signs) but traded it all for her love of performing knowing that it was what would satisfy her most. She has said, “Happiness is your own responsibility.”

They have a desire to find honesty in everything they do and in doing so, they are beautiful regardless of what they actually look like. That being said, some of the most beautiful and enchanting personalities of the stage and screen are born under this firecracker combination.

The women of this combination tend to seem vulnerable yet maintain a feminine, not feminist, air of authority, which makes them infinitely intriguing. Dianne Wiest, Jennifer Grey, Kelly Le Brock, America Ferrera, Carmen Electra and Jennifer Taylor are a few examples. Intelligent, funny, but first and foremost, feminine; Carmen Electra has said, “I’m more attracted to a stronger man…someone who would just throw me down take control. I love feeling helpless.”

In the Tao Te Ching, it is advised that you “know the masculine, but be like the feminine” in order to maintain a healthy yin-yang balance which is a prerequisite for all round life success. The men of this combination seem to have an innate understanding of this concept despite being a fire (yang) meets fire (yang) combination. Al Gore has said, “I work very hard to get in touch with my feminine side.” Even though he may have spoken in jest, there was probably truth to it. The Rat-Aries men tend to seem soft on the surface but rough on the inside, however, this is only revealed once you really get to know them in depth. Peter O’Brien, Linford Christie, Chris Barrie, Hugo Weaving and John Snider are a few examples.

A number of the most influential actors of all time are of this combination. Marlon Brando is said to have overshadowed any actor that came before him apart from Spencer Tracy and Laurence Olivier. It is interesting to note that Spencer Tracy was not only born two days after Brando in the general calendar, but he too was born in the year of the Rat, which means he also was born with this combination. (For more information on Laurence Olivier please see Sheep-Gemini.) The adorable Doris Day who charmed everybody with her beauty, bubbly personality and undeniable natural talent was actually born on the same day as Brando (3rd April 1924).

The Rat-Aries believes in its ability to rule and rule best for the benefit of everyone else. Secretly, they think relatively highly of themselves but their spiritual connection keeps them grounded. Carmen Electra has said, “People are surprised at how down to earth I am. I like to stay home on Friday nights and listen to ‘The Art of Happiness’ by the Dalai Lama.

Even in the Indian Cinema we find the likes of Jaya Bhachan and Mamta Kulkarni both belonging to this combination. In the conservative Indian film industry, Mamta Kulkarni’s outspoken nature had her outcast for being true to who she was. Jaya Bhachan at one point in her career had attempted to play outside of her middle class good girl stereotype but audiences vehemently disliked it, so sensibly, she returned to what she did best playing vulnerable, yet in-control women.

Being the very first combination, there is something exceptionally childlike juxtaposed with something mature beyond their years about them; on the one hand, they are full of desires, dreams and they are completely prepared to chase them down; on the other hand, they speak like they have already completed everything and have learned the lessons beforehand. This is likely down to that spiritual connection again which they consciously or unconsciously cultivate. They are both, the newborn baby and the wise old sage simultaneously.

With such ambition, proactive drive and so much charm that they achieve their goals effortlessly because of their ability to elicit other people’s support. In a word, these people are usually described as “adorable” because they never seem to lose their enthusiasm for life.
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I’m about empowering people and making their dreams come true.

– Simon Fuller.



When the nobility of the Rat couples with Taurus’s strength, it creates a personality that is willing to serve the needs of others as if it were serving itself. This altruism is genuine and they get a real sense of satisfaction from helping people out, sometimes, completely anonymously. Capable of amazing feats, they use their personal clout to break down barriers and support others to live their highest ideals.

Irish singer and activist Bono is the perfect example of the Rat-Taurus; artistically gifted with mass appeal who has a deep understanding of the human condition. Without this, he couldn’t possibly be so evocative lyrically, nor could he be so persuasive in his philanthropic endeavors. “Ask big questions, demand big answers.” The key to his effectiveness and the power of the Rat-Taurus in general is their ability to communicate. “I’m fully aware of the futility of rock ’n’ roll music but I’m also aware of its power. Similarly, Mark Zuckerberg has said about Facebook, “For me and my colleagues, the most important thing is that we create an open information flow for people.”

The Rat-Taurus understands itself and how to add value, that is why they are able to charge so highly for their services. But customers will return time and time again. Simon Fuller has said, “My business is creating fame and celebrity and I’m one of the best in the world; I know it to the finest detail.” Being so detail oriented, they thirst for more information that could help them move forwards. Benefitting from the forward thrust of Rat-Aries combination that preceded it, they also approach challenges proactively but with more balance and in a much more understated way.

Concerned primarily with their own opinion of themselves and how they can serve, they are sometimes attacked for their success. “People in the UK think I’m too commercial, too this or too that, but who cares? Why waste energy in such a negative way,” Simon Fuller has said. Likewise, Mark Zuckerberg seems to be attacked for whatever he does with his Facebook brand.

With such commercial talent, it may be difficult for this combination to switch the business mind off to relax and just be still. Meditation and yoga would offer many benefits and help them return to a freer place. Essentially, they have a knowing of who they are and how they can personally make a difference to the whole. Craig Scheffer said, “Follow your own path, you can’t compare an apple to an orange, it will cause a lot of esteem issues.” So they follow their own guidance and let the road take them where it will.

Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson is another member of this club who rose to success due to his ability to engage an audience, in addition to being a great wrestler. Once again, communication was the weapon of choice. As previously mentioned, they place a high price tag on their skills so the universe reflects this. He currently (2011) holds the record for the highest salary ($5.5 million) for an actor in his first leading role for The Scorpion King. He also started the ‘Dwayne Johnson Rock Foundation’ charity for at-risk and terminally ill children.

The best example of placing a high price for their services is probably Master Zuckerberg. At 27 years of age, his personal fortune amassed $17.5 billion. Among his other philanthropic projects, he has also signed a pledge to donate at least half of his wealth to charity over a period of years.

The men are generally well read, intellectual and with an understated, almost scruffy style that neatens as they age. The females tend to be dainty in frame, vulnerable-looking yet elegant. But when they reveal their intelligence, strong will, ambition and penchant for details, many a male ego has been threatened. And Lady Rat-Taurus remains ignorant of her own power of presence. The situation is exacerbated by the fact, nobody saw her coming; she is not what she seems. This can cause some issues, often in work place environments. It makes sense to allow these women to lead, even if they claim they don’t want to. Rat women have a tendency to please people being more sensitive to criticism. It is not unusual for them to make themselves smaller than what they are or live up to people’s lesser expectations. It would be a tragedy to let a Rat-Taurus’s woman repress her abilities and she must assume responsibility to take charge.

Roy Orbison said, “I must be one of the un-loneliest people in the world.” Maybe he said this because loneliness is something they struggle with. Despite being attractive and popular (usually later in life) they find it hard to leave their early rejections behind. However, with their irrepressible desire to serve and will to succeed, all else becomes irrelevant and for any typical Rat-Taurus at any given moment, as Yazz said, “The only way is up!”
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Stay far from timid, only make moves when your heart is in it and live the phrase, ‘Sky’s the limit.’

– Notorious BIG.



When this lightning hot Rat combines with airy Gemini, it creates an active person who is full of ideas with the motivation to make them happen. They might not make happen themselves directly, but they are quick to pick up on others’ talents and know how to utilize them. They believe in living from the heart, the problem there is that these subjects, especially the men, find it difficult to differentiate between the heart and the id so they often end up serving their own egos and that can lead them into all sorts of complications. Mick Hucknall has said, “I am one of the best singer songwriters this country has ever produced. Ever. If people don’t like me saying that, tough shit. You can’t sell 50 million albums without something.”

When the Screen Actors Guild were on strike in 1980, Powers Booth won an Emmy for his portrayal of Jim Jones in Guyana Tragedy: The Story of Jim Jones; Booth was the only actor to cross picket lines to attend the ceremony and pick up his award. In his speech, he said, “This is either the most courageous moment of my career or the stupidest… I also thought long and hard whether or not I would attend but I came here because this is America and one must do what one believes. I believe in the Academy. I also believe in my fellow Actors in their stand.” This tendency to serve their own ego leads them into conflicts and karma draws difficult experiences into their lives asking them to learn from their mistakes. They usually do and start down the road of humility.

The women are similar but are much less egotistical in their behavior. Stevie Nicks said, “As a member of Fleetwood Mac, for two weeks I was still working at the restaurant because I’d given them notice. I didn’t just want to walk in there and say, ‘I’m going to be a famous rock star so I quit and I never liked your food anyway.’”

Intelligent, articulate and quick learners, they usually end up in positions where a broad skill set is required, as well the ability to think outside of the box. Known for his naturalistic style and socialist views, film director Ken Loach turned down the OBE “because it’s not a club you want to join when you look at the villains who’ve got it. It’s all the things I think are despicable: patronage, deferring to the monarchy and the name of the British Empire which is a monument of exploitation and conquest.”

Outspoken and brave, they often say what others are thinking but not dare utter. That being said, social acceptance is important to Rat-Geminis, but their convictions are more so. Despite appearances, they are not as strong as they project. They have just developed a thick shell over the years. This is important as they often receive a lot of criticism for being ‘too honest’ yet conversely, also for hypocrisy.

Both the Men and the women of this combination have the typical prettiness that many Rat signs are blessed with, but even if they are not traditionally attractive, their sex appeal is undeniable. Despite the ups and downs of their self-esteem, they tend to have strong convictions, even if they haven’t figured out entirely who they are as people. Gemini lends its chameleon skin to an already slippery Rat sign making them difficult to define. They are also quite private about their life so it could just be that they are choosing to remain on a surface level to the general public opening themselves only to a select few.

Not particularly consistent creatures, they have a tendency to change their minds, sometimes an entire belief around a subject, seemingly on a whim. This inconstancy comes as a result of a lack of personal exploration. They are powerful thinkers, but they thrive in an entirely new way when they take the time to understand their own psychological functioning.

A major lesson for these types is perseverance. Perceived failure hits them hard and can lead to periods of withdrawal. However, life pushes them onwards and upwards and this lesson of continuing despite the pressure, powerfully impacts upon their productivity. Phylicia Rashad said, “The stubbornness I had as a child has been transmitted into perseverance. I can let go but I don’t give up. I don’t beat myself up about negative things.” Wentworth Miller said, “I’ve had 12 (acting) jobs but I’ve been to over 450 auditions so I’ve heard ‘no’ a lot more than I’ve heard ‘yes.’”

When Rat-Geminis understand the consequences of moving forwards, they can often become very results oriented and over commit themselves. Thomas Hayden Church said, “I am always wondering, ‘am I doing as much as I can do?’ But then my wife reminds me I run four cattle ranches, a commercial beef operation and I have an acting career.” With the Rat’s ambition, this person has a lot to achieve, when a lesson is learned and changes are required, the Rat-Gemini sees no point in wasting time and gets straight down to business. Their abundance of energy, motivation and talent ensures that the Rat-Gemini inevitably becomes an active participant in the game of life.
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As soon as you learn to never give up, you have to learn the power and wisdom of unconditional surrender, and that one doesn’t cancel out the other; they just exist as contradictions. The wisdom of it comes as you get older.

– Kris Kristopherson



When the Fiery depths of the Rat merge with the silent lake water of Cancer, the result is a sleek, subtle and soft surface with an emotionally turbulent creature inside that is seeking clarity at all times. Cancer’s sensitivity opens the door to all sorts of influences that is both an asset and a detriment. In the early years of their development, their naïve trust in the good of mankind may have taken them in directions where lessons had to be learned the hard way.

Often these hardships lead to a heightened defensive stance that it takes many years to release. In time they realize that they must and eventually, little by little, they learn to open up again, but this time with fight in their eyes in case anyone dare try to mislead them again. The real reason for this? The naïveté that nature intended still lives at the Rat-Cancer inn and they know it. It’s actually one of their most attractive traits and why so many make allowances for their awkward and sometimes difficult ways. Kathy Bates has said, “I am a very private person… Not shy exactly, but it takes me a very long time to make friends. I still have such a hard time navigating the waters out here.”

A noted tendency with this combination is their taking on, living with and managing guilt. This combination takes some sort of sadistic pleasure out of reliving the past, wishing that things had been different and feeling remorse for what could have been. Jane Lynch has said, “I also learned how I made things much harder on myself than they needed to be. I have my own deep, dark places, but the message coming out of it is that it’s all a choice on whether you suffer through your life.” In time they learn that guilt is absolutely futile, that it is a wasted emotion and that their wonderful energy could be better spent. In fact, they often go to the other extreme, learn how to manage their emotions, channel them in a successful way and whether literally or through mentoring, become teachers of effective living. Like its sibling combinations, Rat-Pisces and Rat-Scorpio, this Rat with Western Water sign is also an inspirational leader whose example motivates others to be bigger, bolder and badass!

Success for this combination is not a question of if; it’s a question of when. Sidney Lumet has said, “I think I’m a talented man. But then there’s luck. I think there’s a reason luck doesn’t always happen to others. They don’t know how to prepare the groundwork for luck. I do.” Rat signs and preparation go hand in hand anyway, but Cancer’s Water takes hurt personally and seeks to avoid it at all costs so preparation is a kind of plan of attack. Yet another reason for their overly meticulousness is they also have a strong sense of duty and would never want to let anyone down.

This combination tends to find greater success, whatever that means to them, later on in life. They need time to live and even more time to contemplate the meaning of what they have lived. Their receptive senses feed them so much information, there is much to consider. But that is why when they do make their plans and take action, it is ever so well conceived and their arrow hits the red target precisely in the center.

The men of this combination sometimes struggle with their own masculinity, allowing others expectations of them to oblige them in directions they would not choose for themselves leading them to repress their desires. But repressing desires only makes them stronger and the spring uncoils ferociously often leading them to seek the highs they feel they missed out on. Kris Kristopherson has said, “I was a slow starter. I wasn’t even laid in high school. Looking back on it, I didn’t know anything, which was kind of unfortunate for my first couple of wives. When I found out that girls like sex as much as guys, I was, for many years, feeling like that was my function. I mean, I wasn’t as bad as Clinton, but I was led by the pecker.” It is common for these men to play catch up in many areas of their lives in which they feel they are lagging behind.

Women of this combination are not particularly concerned with superficialities like many of their peers. They are the way they are and a bit more make-up is not going to change that so what’s the point? The truth is, they are more attractive, more intelligent and more worthy than they allow themselves to acknowledge. Selma Blair has said, “I’ve always felt like a tomboy but especially beside Christina and Cameron. God bless anyone who looks at the three of us in one frame and still finds me sexy.” Similarly, discussing how she struggled with looks, Kathy Bates has said, “I was never an ingénue. I’ve always just been a character actor. When I was younger, it was a real problem, because I was never pretty enough. It was hard, not just for the lack of work, but because you have to face up to how people are looking at you.”

This combination just needs time to see through the mist to the truth, which is waiting for them, like a beaming rainbow just beyond it. And when they reach it, much enlightenment lightens their load. As previously mentioned, this combination finds success slightly later than most. Jane Lynch has said, “I’m very excited! It’s a great and wonderful thing at the tender age of 49 to have finally found somebody that I want to be with. I’m so lucky.”
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Real artists have the responsibility to break rules.

– Antonio Banderas



When the sparkly fire of the Rat meets the Leo’s raging inferno, there is usually an explosion so loud it can be heard in space. Welcome the Rat-Leo. The abundance of fire creates personalities that are seen and heard. And if they are not, they make sure that they are.

Intelligent, calculating and smart, they know how to project themselves in order to be commercially appealing. Once they have decided what they want to do, they will research the market in detail, check out the competition, figure out what has worked in the past and, most importantly, why it has worked. Then they will go to work on creating a package that will sell just as well, if not better than the first. Even if that package happens to be themselves, many figure out whom they have to become in order to get a particular job or a partner and relentlessly work at it until they have achieved their goal.

Success oriented, they value themselves according to their achievements until their thirst for achievement, attention and external affirmation is quenched. That is when they begin to really enjoy their lives. Sarah Brightman has said, “It really is strange the way I work for success but when I get there cannot appreciate it. I enjoy the road to success and the struggle – even when it becomes hard. But when I achieve my goal, I feel suddenly and totally stressed. Only in retrospect can I begin to enjoy the moment and admit just how great it was.” Many get stuck in the phase of making money, creating business after business, deal after deal because it is what they do best. Their entrepreneurial skills are unbeatable and they can get addicted to the pursuit of making money.

Once they notice their friends growing and changing, along with this, their values and priorities, then Rat-Leos begin to question their own value system. These withdrawals can be a lonely time for them and for their families, but Rat-Leos believe the solitude is required so that they can make personal decisions without external interference. They then return, reconnected to their source energy ready to undertake their next mission, one that will fulfil their true desires.

Rat-Leos have unconventional habits and eccentricities but nobody denies how effective they are. With an indomitable spirit, they put all of their energy into everything they do with the desire to be recognized for it. The men especially struggle to reconcile the world’s perception of them with the way they know themselves to be. Robert Redford has said, “All my life I’ve been dogged by guilt because I feel there is this difference between the way I look and the way
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