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This book
is dedicated to everyone who has a soft spot in their heart for
Garth Brooks.
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Second
Edition

 


To say
Garth Brook is a superstar is a major understatement. Brooks is the
best-selling solo artist in history with more than 148 million
albums sold worldwide. Since he released his debut album in 1989,
Garth Brooks, he has been a mainstay on country music
charts.


What
follows are quotes spoken by Brooks on all aspects of his life.
Each quote is attributed to its original source so you can see it
wasn’t pulled out of thin air. Hope you enjoy reading the gems that
Brooks has shared in the past 20+ years. As a bonus, after the
Brooks quotes you’ll find a smattering of quotes about Garth Brooks
spoken by those in the music industry and those who know him
best.


This
second edition of the best-selling book includes Garth’s recent
thoughts as well as some of his most memorable tweets.
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(The Love
quotes involve not only the women in his life but also his
daughters and parents.)



LIFE


“This
town has been very cool to us, so I get to go out and I get to go
to the feed store and I get to go to the grocery store. To be
honest with you, man, this isn't real life that I'm living. No
matter how many trips to the grocery store you make, doing this for
a living isn't real life. You've just got to grab your moments when
you can and take as much from them as you can.”

On living
in a town near Nashville and his life. The Record, December
1994


“I was a
huge rock fan in high school, and because we weren't allowed to
date till we were 16, I went where my older brothers went, and they
weren't into country music. But I couldn't sing the stuff I liked,
no way. Even now, I believe no mortal human being can get away with
doing that for very long. When I heard George [Strait], it hit me
all of a sudden. I loved that sound, and the way country [writers
and fans] never lost the value of the lyric, the way rock did after
the 1970s.”

On his
musical experiences and thoughts in high school and early
adulthood. Toronto Star, January 1992


“I don't
know, man. We just follow our heart.”

On where
he sees his music headed. The Province, January 1992


“I’m
actually in the middle of taking six months off, and I’ve shaved
every day for the past 2 1/2 years. I’m just giving my face a
break.”

On his
bearded look in 1992. Calgary Herald, January 1992


“I love
to eat. You know, my resume, before I got my music job, when it
says, you know, name your favorite hobbies. Eating and napping
always was mine and never could find a job doing that. Now I
finally have.”

On liking
to eat. Interview with Larry King, December 10, 2010


“I see
these things in here and all I can think of is what the hell am I
doing here? It's amazing. Hopefully, time will answer that
question. It always does.”

On
mementoes from his singing career exhibited at the Smithsonian
Institution. Prince George Citizen, December 2007


“I was
tired after two swings. I was swinging for everything I
had.”

On
batting practice during his stint with the New York Mets. Chatham
Daily News, February 2000


“I never
really knew Hank Williams until I went to college. And I'll be
damned if I didn't room with this kid from Oklahoma City who was a
Hank Williams nut. Sometimes I had to wake him up and tell him that
he wasn't in the '50s, but the '80s. He had a ton of Williams'
stuff. And shoot, even if Hank was born 100 years from now, he'd
still be ahead of his time. He had a timelessness to his music that
I think every artist would kill for.”

On
getting turned on to Hank Williams when he was in college at
Oklahoma State University. The Province, August 1991

 


“I
decided to leave it up to ticket sales for these tour dates. The
tour dates were set before the outcome of the November 8 general
election.”

On why he
did not perform at President Donald Trump's inauguration
celebration. WCPO Cincinnati, January 2017


“My dad
told me to get a real job and now when you see that it is actually
paying the bills and paying for college, you can't tell your kids
you can't make a living at it if they try hard enough.”

On having
a career that pays the bills. The Canadian Press, July
2012


“Between
school and sports and all the things that come with children,
writing works good for me to be able to do when I have my
time.”

On why
screenwriting appeals to him. Calgary Herald, January
2002

 


“If
anything has changed, it’s a bigger level of gratefulness.
Physically, I’m a little tired, but I hate to admit
that.”

On how he
has changed in the past three years. Billboard, December
2017


“The only
thing better than playing music is being a dad. That's the only
thing better. What I am thankful for is that my mom always said it
was a gift, and as long as it's going to last, it's going to last,
but the day it's over, all the money in the world can't buy you
another day.”

On being
a father. Interview with Oprah Winfrey, November 2010


“The
hardest thing ever for anybody that's got children is to walk away
from them. You've got that bus out there, and you hear them
screaming. They've got something planned, and you've got something
planned.”

On one of
the hardest things he has ever had to do. Minneapolis Star Tribune,
October 1998


“A big
part of the romanticism of starting out is, you didn't have nothing
to lose, and you were going for everything. Now every time you step
out, it's like you've got everything in the world to
lose.”

On his
success. The Vancouver Sun, October 1993


“I’ll
name some names - I liked Tom Rush and Townes Van Zandt, Judy
Collins, Joan Baez - all that stuff I got from my older brothers
and sisters who grew up in the '60s.”

On the
strong folk influence in his music and his exposure to folk music
as a youngster. The Province, August 1991


“You
could feel the eyes on you but it's never been a bother, if that's
the right word.”

On going
out in public as a celebrity. Star-Phoenix, August 1996


“January
16th is my wife's birthday, so I usually never get her anything for
Christmas because of all the bargains you can get from Christmas to
Jan. 16th. I thought I'd get her a bunch of those greatest-hits
CDs.”

On not
doing his Christmas shopping until after the holidays. The
Spectator, December 1994


“I firmly
feel this page of my life is ending and the next page begins. And
you know how competitive I am, I'll make what I do ten times bigger
than anything I've done.”

On
turning his attention from performing concerts to a future that
includes screenwriting and movies like the made-for-TV holiday film
with Whoopi Goldberg. New Brunswick Telegraph Journal, November
2001


“My
youngest has got it. She's got the bug but she's got the goods,
too. She starts playing and singing, I have to get up and leave
because I spent my whole life crying. It seems the older I get, I
cry at commercials.”

On his
daughter Allie Colleen's interest in possibly following her father
into the music business. The Canadian Press, July 2012


“Garth
bashers.”

On what
Garth calls people who slam him. The Vancouver Sun, October
1993


“Billy
Joel was a huge influence. Also James Taylor, Elton John, Boston,
Kansas, George Jones, Janis Joplin - all those people I grew up
listening to because of my older brothers and sister - ELO, Styx,
Queen. The late '70s rock shows influenced my live shows the most,
the visual stuff. Queen was unreal. I loved Kiss. Styx was cool. I
had every Kiss album there was and went to the shows. What I saw
was, hey, these guys aren't giving me my record or album, they're
giving 'em what I don't see on albums.”

On his
musical tastes when growing up. Edmonton Journal, January
1992


“He died
the day my mother died. He just happens to still be walking around
here, and it's killing him. He'll be the first one to tell you he
wishes he was gone. It's a hard one - I'm hoping it will bring a
revelation to him that he has grandchildren and children who love
him and depend on him and would love to see him come back among the
living.”

On how
his father coped after his mother's death. Calgary Herald, January
2002


“I tell
them, “I'm sorry, this is so new to me that I'm keeping
everything.” “

On what
he tells his fans when they ask for souvenirs during his baseball
games - they want his bat, his shoes, his gloves, among other
equipment. Star - Phoenix, March 1999


“To tell
the truth, I feel lucky to be where I'm at in country music. It's
taken everything to be competitive. I think I'll just stay
here.”

On his
acting debut in 1991 in an episode of the NBC sitcom Empty Nest.
The Gazette, October 1991


“It was
awesome. It was neat to look out over the water and see the
Washington Monument. Look over your right and see the future
president of the United States. But the great thing about that day
was we all believed in that one word, change. You talk about unity.
I would wish upon the entire world the feeling that I felt all that
day, unity. When you walked through there - and, you know, one of
the greatest moments of that - and forgive me if I step on
somebody's toes because I don't think this was a mistake. They said
they got their timing off and I don't know if I was HBO or
whatever. They did not air the prayer that opened it.”

On what
it was like playing at President Obama's inauguration. Interview
with Larry King, December 10, 2010

 


“Now,
that's a broad question because I'm going to talk about my babies
and I'm going to talk about being Miss Yearwood's husband. Those
are the things that I'm excited about. I miss my mom and dad. And I
love God and Jesus. And that's it. But if you want to talk about
music, what I'm excited about...”

On what
he is most excited about these days. National Public Radio, March
2017

 


“Anything
Michael Jackson. I’m not too much of a dancer, but when I hear
that, “Hey, pretty baby, with the high heels on,” I just start to
do what I call dancing. But for cranking it loud in the house, it’s
Queen.”

On his
guilty pleasure dance songs. US Weekly, December 2017


“It was
in 1980 and I was in my dad's car. I even remember the spot on the
road when I turned on the radio and they talked about a new kid
that just came out. They said, “Here's his first single from MCA.”
The song was Unwound, and it was George Strait. That pretty much
right there changed my life. It's weird, man. I remember that like
yesterday.”

On opting
to focus on country music after hearing George Strait, a new-breed
country star in 1980. The Province, August 1991


“Gee, I
don't know, man. We're just following our hearts.”

On what
he answers when asked about the secret of his sudden success in the
early 90s. Edmonton Journal, January 1992


“Life is
all about taking chances. Those who play it safe are going to
survive but they have nothing to survive for.”

On taking
risks. Calgary Herald, August 1996

 


“I’m just
a guy who eats too much, is lazy, and loves to play
music.”

On how he
sees himself. Daily Beast, September 2014


“I'm from
Oklahoma. I know a lot about grass fires. I know a lot about wind
and fire. I've never, ever seen wind and fire like I saw on the
television.”

On his
concert in 2008 with proceeds going to the Southern California 2008
Fire Intervention Relief Effort. Prince George Citizen, January
2008


“I was
even more surprised than the pitcher.”

On
hitting a pitch thrown by left- hander Mike Myers. Niagara Falls
Review, March 2004


“What's
great about the producing thing is that it's merely an assembly of
great people - I don't really need to be there, I just come in
every now and then just to feel important.”

On his
movie production company, Red Strokes Entertainment, while he is
out on tour for three years. The Spectator, April 1996


“Yes, I
am, for a lot of reasons. You know, my mom and dad are gone. That's
the down side. My brother Jerry's gone. So as you get older, you
start to lose people. But what I have found out is people that
truly lived while they were here, live forever. I see my mom every
time I close my eyes. I see my mom every time I walk out on stage.
So, the good things are good. As long as your children are healthy
and the people you love are healthy, then everything's great. As
long as your relationship with God or Christ or whatever it is you
believe in is healthy, then everything's good. And I got to tell
you right now, knock on wood, because I'm one of those guys that
say, if you say it something - because I love baseball and they're
very superstitious; I'm kind of that way. But, yes, I can't imagine
things going better for me right now.”

On
whether he is as happy now as he's ever been. Interview with Larry
King, December 10, 2010

 


“No
matter how good things go, you can always improve. Politics ain’t
my thing - I get to do my thing when I sing about it, but I
appreciate you giving me a floor if I want to take it.”

On
whether America needs to be made great again. Edmonton Journal,
February 2017

 


“I love
him to death and I fully support him and I just wish him well
because it's got to be hell in that office.”

On Barack
Obama becoming president. The New Yorker, November 2014


“We're in
a situation a lot of people aren't in. Thank God we can afford to
live next to each other; a lot of people can't choose where they
live because their work keeps them in one place or another. We
realize ours is a rare opportunity we've been given, and it's
important to pass that on to the kids, because they're the ones who
go through hell when marriages break up.”

On
parenting with his ex-wife, Sandy, and current wife Trisha
Yearwood. The Canadian Press, November 2007

 


“The only
thing that stopped me was my professional athlete
ability.”

On
dreaming of having a future in sports when he was in college. The
Late Show, November 2017


“I went
into a western-wear store the other day. I got my baseball cap and
my sunglasses on, and a lady's across the rack from me. She goes,
“I'll be damned.” And her friend goes, “What's wrong?” She goes, “I
come here to buy my husband a western shirt, and all they got are
these damn Garth Brooks things.” So I started sinking real
low.”

On
everyone wearing cowboy hats and loud shirts in the ‘90s. Playboy
magazine, May 1994


“I'm here
because I'm Garth Brooks. I know that.”

On his
non-roster invitee to the San Diego Padres training camp. National
Post, February 1999

 


“Last of
six kids - five boys, one girl. All five boys shared a room. Me and
my brother's bed would roll out at night. We'd get in it, and
they'd roll it up and stick it back in the closet. Sister, of
course, was the only girl, so she had her own room. So everybody
wanted to kill her.”

On what his life was like growing up. National Public Radio, July
2018


“I feel
much better. And it's funny how feeling much better physically
allows my emotions and my mental things to seem to run a lot
quicker, too.”

On losing
50 pounds in 1994. The Ottawa Citizen, May 1994


“It's
something very real where I come from. I think Oklahoma City led
the world in homicides per year when I was growing up; they would
average one or two a day. Violence was a way of life the same way
love and happiness was. Death, after all, is as much a part of
living as being born.”

On
violence, which has always been a way of life for Garth, a native
of Yukon, Oklahoma. Kitchener - Waterloo Record, October
1991


“I still
believe that I, that you, that all of us, can change the world. I
think one person can make all difference in the world.
Unfortunately, there have been too many bad examples where we've
seen where one person can run a nation with thousands of lies.
We've seen that happen . . . but I also believe it can happen for
the good.”

On being
a dreamer. Calgary Herald, August 1996


“They're
very aware. They're very sharp on
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