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    In Decisive Battles Since Waterloo, Thomas Wallace Knox explores how, in the turbulent years after 1815, the destinies of nations repeatedly turned upon crowded fields where individual decision and massed force intersected with shifting ideas, institutions, and technologies, revealing a modern age in which power, identity, and contingency contended in deadly balance and where the results of a single day’s fighting could reverberate far beyond the smoke and din to alter diplomacy, redraw frontiers, and reshape public imagination, even as they exposed the limits of command, the stubborn weight of circumstance, and the enduring human costs of strategic ambition.

Knox’s work belongs to the tradition of narrative military history, assembled in the nineteenth century for a general readership and oriented toward explaining the era’s pivotal clashes after the fall of Napoleon at Waterloo. Written from within that century’s intellectual climate, it surveys campaigns across multiple regions without venturing into arcane technicalities, yet it keeps one eye on the battlefield and the other on its political stakes. The setting is the wider post-Napoleonic world, in which empires, emerging nation-states, and reforming armies contest influence, and the publication context reflects the period’s appetite for synoptic, instructive accounts.

The premise is straightforward and compelling: follow a sequence of major engagements since 1815 and study why they mattered, how they unfolded, and what patterns they display when considered together. Readers encounter concise episodes rather than an exhaustive annal, each framed to illuminate causes, commanders’ choices, and immediate consequences while avoiding needless digressions. Knox’s voice is assured, direct, and explanatory, with a reporter’s eye for telling detail and a historian’s concern for coherence. The tone is sober and didactic, privileging clarity over ornament, and the pacing alternates between brisk summaries of movement and reflective pauses that underscore broader significance.

The reading experience blends narrative momentum with strategic analysis. Knox introduces the political pressures that bring armies to the field, sketches the ground and the forces in play, and then follows the action with a focus on key decisions, coordination, and timing. Rather than drowning the reader in exhaustive order-of-battle lists, he emphasizes cause and effect, the interplay of preparation and surprise, and the ways morale, discipline, and leadership shape outcomes. The result is a series of linked case studies that invite comparison, teaching readers to see beyond spectacle to the mechanics of power and the anatomy of risk.

Several themes recur with cumulative force. The idea of a “decisive battle” is tested against the stubborn realities of aftermath and unintended consequences, reminding readers that victory and resolution are not synonyms. Knox foregrounds the relationship between battlefield events and political settlements, the limits of heroic leadership when confronted by logistics and organization, and the recurrent tension between doctrine and improvisation. He also shows how language, culture, and national aspirations inflect strategic choices, and he traces how public expectations—shaped by newspapers and civic pride—enter the calculus of commanders who must answer to governments as well as to history.

For contemporary readers, the book offers both a window and a mirror: a window into how a nineteenth-century observer organized the world’s most consequential fights after Waterloo, and a mirror that reflects our own assumptions about what “decisive” means in modern conflict. Its survey highlights continuity in war’s fundamentals while hinting at transformation in scale, coordination, and the widening political effects of combat. Engaging it critically reveals how narratives elevate certain episodes to canonical status, how metrics of success evolve, and how strategic lessons migrate—sometimes wisely, sometimes perilously—across time and geography.

This introduction to Knox’s project invites a measured reading that appreciates the clarity of his synthesis while remaining alert to its perspective and limits. Approach each chapter as both a story and an argument about causation, remembering that the designation of a battle as decisive is itself a judgment shaped by context. The book’s enduring value lies in its accessible mapping of the post-1815 landscape of war and statecraft, its reminder that decisions under pressure carry consequences beyond calculation, and its capacity to provoke debate about the relationship between combat, policy, and the narratives that bind them.
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    Thomas Wallace Knox’s Decisive Battles Since Waterloo presents a nineteenth-century survey of warfare in the years following the 1815 defeat of Napoleon. Writing as a historian and observer of his time, Knox assembles a sequence of engagements he deems pivotal to the political and military transformations that shaped the century. The book traces developments from the immediate aftermath of Waterloo through later upheavals, and anchors each episode in its broader context of diplomacy, state ambitions, and popular movements. Its central premise is that specific battles, by resolving campaigns at critical junctures, redirected national destinies and reconfigured the international order.

Knox’s approach balances concise narrative with interpretive framing. He outlines the stakes that draw powers into conflict, identifies principal commanders and forces, and traces the decisive moments that determined outcomes. The selection emphasizes engagements whose results extended beyond tactical success to produce lasting political consequences, whether by consolidating regimes, advancing national unifications, or prompting diplomatic realignments. Rather than dwelling on exhaustive technical detail, the account underscores cause-and-effect relationships between battlefield decision, morale, and strategic position. Throughout, Knox uses comparison across theaters to illustrate recurring problems of leadership, coalition coordination, and timing in wars fought under rapidly changing conditions.

Beginning with the post-Napoleonic settlement, the narrative follows how the restored balance was repeatedly tested. Knox situates early engagements within movements for autonomy and the struggles of empires to maintain authority. He treats confrontations that arose from the tension between conservative order and emerging national aspirations, showing how outcomes on the field reshaped negotiations at congresses and courts. Battles on Europe’s frontiers and coasts, and in regions seeking self-determination, expose the fragility of the settlement and the limits of intervention. The story emphasizes how even ostensibly local victories could reverberate widely when they altered perceptions of legitimacy and power.

As the century advances, the focus turns to wars that drew in multiple great powers and tested new organizational strains. Knox recounts campaigns that compelled states to adjust strategies to coalition warfare, defend extended lines of communication, and confront entrenched positions. Conflicts associated with ambitious programs of territorial reform and with high-stakes contests on sea and land highlight how shifting alliances and public opinion could influence operations as surely as troop maneuvers. In this middle section, the book tracks how decisive engagements precipitated diplomatic settlements, realigned borders, and set precedents for subsequent confrontations, while reinforcing the importance of preparation, logistics, and coherent political aims.

Knox devotes substantial attention to the American Civil War as a defining case in which the scale of mobilization and the duration of campaigns tested commanders and societies alike. He treats selected battles as studies in initiative, coordination, and the exploitation of terrain and momentum. The narrative follows how operational choices intersected with broader national purposes, and how the outcomes of particular engagements influenced domestic resolve and international perceptions. Without reducing the war to a single turning point, Knox identifies decisive clashes that clarified strategic trajectories and revealed the capacities and limits of leadership under unprecedented pressures.

In the closing chapters, the emphasis returns to Europe, where rapid shifts in power culminate in conflicts that restructure the continental balance. Knox examines engagements that advanced national consolidation and exposed vulnerabilities in long-standing empires, linking battlefield results to swift diplomatic settlements and changes in military prestige. He also considers fighting on the margins of Europe and in adjoining regions, where contests over influence and access produced hard-fought encounters with international repercussions. Taken together, these episodes suggest an accelerating tempo of change, with decisive battles serving as inflection points in struggles over sovereignty, modernization, and the legitimacy of political systems.

Across its sweep, the book presents a consistent argument about causality: decisive battles matter because they compress political conflicts into moments of irrevocable choice. Yet Knox’s survey also invites caution, showing that consequences unfold unevenly and that victory can impose unforeseen burdens. Read today, Decisive Battles Since Waterloo offers a window into nineteenth-century historical judgment and a compact guide to the century’s most consequential confrontations. Its enduring value lies less in final answers than in the questions it poses about how military outcomes translate into durable change, and how narratives of decisiveness shape our understanding of the past.
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    After Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815, the Congress of Vienna sought to restore dynastic legitimacy and a balance of power among Britain, Austria, Prussia, Russia, and a cautiously re-admitted France. The “Concert of Europe” mediated conflicts through conferences and interventions, aiming to deter revolutionary upheaval and prevent a single hegemon. Industrialization reshaped economies and armed forces, while expanding literacy and mass newspapers broadened audiences for military reportage. This framework—post-Napoleonic diplomacy, bureaucratizing states, and accelerating technology—forms the starting point for Thomas W. Knox’s survey of warfare, which tracks how decisive engagements interacted with institutions created to preserve order across nineteenth-century Europe and beyond.

Mid-century war in Crimea (1853–1856) exposed the fragility of the Concert and heralded modern methods. Britain, France, and the Ottoman Empire fought Russia in campaigns from the Alma to the protracted siege of Sevastopol. Railways and the electric telegraph aided allied logistics and coordination; the Minié rifle increased infantry lethality. Public scrutiny intensified through battlefield dispatches, and Florence Nightingale’s reforms professionalized military nursing. The war’s costly lessons on supply, sanitation, and entrenchment influenced later European planning. For Knox, such battles exemplified how technology and public opinion began to shape outcomes as much as dynastic alliances or traditional notions of generalship.

Revolutions in 1848 energized nationalism, propelling Italy’s and Germany’s unifications through war. In Italy, Franco-Piedmontese victories such as Solferino (1859) not only weakened Austrian influence but inspired Henry Dunant’s humanitarian campaign, leading to the Red Cross (1863) and the Geneva Convention (1864). Prussia’s military system, rail mobilization, and general staff under Helmuth von Moltke produced swift decisions at Königgrätz (1866) and Sedan (1870). The Franco‑Prussian War toppled the Second Empire and culminated in Germany’s proclamation at Versailles in 1871. These campaigns demonstrated how organized national power, breech‑loading rifles, and steel artillery could rapidly alter the continental balance.

In the United States, the Civil War (1861–1865) tested industrial warfare, national mobilization, and command over vast theaters. Battles such as Antietam and Gettysburg, combined with Vicksburg’s fall, shifted momentum to the Union, while the Emancipation Proclamation redefined the conflict’s political aims. Ironclads and riverine fleets, the telegraph, railroads, and sustained field entrenchments foreshadowed later European practices. Extensive reporting and photography conveyed unprecedented images of combat to the public. The war’s scale and casualty levels offered sobering case studies in logistics, attrition, and combined arms that contemporaries on both sides of the Atlantic analyzed when assessing what made engagements “decisive.”

Decisive battles of the period also unfolded amid imperial expansion. The Indian Rebellion of 1857 featured sieges at Delhi and Lucknow and led to the British Crown assuming direct rule in 1858. The Second Opium War (1856–1860) pushed open additional Chinese ports. In Africa, the Anglo‑Zulu War (1879) produced dramatic reversals at Isandlwana and a well‑publicized defense at Rorke’s Drift. Britain’s occupation of Egypt after Tel el‑Kebir (1882) secured the Suez Canal’s route. The Berlin Conference (1884–1885) formalized the “Scramble for Africa.” Such campaigns reveal how European firepower and global communications framed “decisiveness” in colonial contexts.

The “Eastern Question” dominated diplomacy as the Ottoman Empire weakened. Naval victory at Navarino (1827) aided Greek independence, but later crises drew in rival powers. The Russo‑Turkish War of 1877–1878 pivoted on attritional struggles at Plevna and the defense of the Shipka Pass. The preliminary Treaty of San Stefano expanded Russian influence and proposed a large Bulgaria; the Congress of Berlin (1878) revised these terms, recognizing the independence of Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro and reshaping Balkan boundaries. These confrontations highlighted how battlefield outcomes immediately triggered great‑power bargaining, with territorial settlements as decisive as tactical victories.

Throughout the nineteenth century, innovations altered tactics and the meaning of decisiveness. Breech‑loading and repeating rifles, rifled artillery, and early machine guns such as the Gatling increased firepower; the Maxim gun (1884) pointed to a new threshold. Railways, steamships, and telegraphs compressed time and space, while ironclads and torpedoes transformed naval war. Professionalized general staffs and conscription systems enabled rapid mobilizations. The laws of war advanced through the Lieber Code (1863) and the Geneva Convention (1864). War reporting, illustrated weeklies, and photography expanded audiences. Knox’s selections illuminate this shift from heroic charges to campaigns decided by planning, logistics, technology, and national will.

Thomas Wallace Knox (1835–1896) was an American author and journalist known for popular histories and travel narratives. Published in the late 1880s, Decisive Battles Since Waterloo surveys conflicts from 1815 to 1887 for a general readership. Its episodic structure, attention to commanders and turning points, and frequent references to equipment and organization reflect Victorian interests in leadership, science, and empire. The book’s framing of “decisiveness” aligns with contemporary state‑centric historiography while acknowledging the growing influence of mass armies, communications, and public opinion. As such, it offers a period lens on modern war’s emergence and the geopolitical order it helped create.
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BATTLE OF AYACUCHO—1824[9].




The Napoleonic wars that terminated with the battle of Waterloo reduced the nations of Europe to a state of exhaustion, and for a considerable period thereafter there was little occupation for the soldier. England, France, Spain, Germany, and Russia were engaged in repairing the ravages of war, and by common consent there was a truce to arms and a halt in the work of organized destruction. But the wings of Peace, outstretched over Europe, were folded on the other side of the Atlantic, throughout all the vast region known as Spanish America. Mexico, Peru, Chili, and the other trans-Atlantic provinces of Spain sought to sever their connection with the Old World; one by one they achieved their independence through a series of wars that deluged the land with blood and 
threatened to leave it an uninhabited waste.

The final battle of the South American wars of independence was fought at Ayacucho, Peru, December 9, 1824. Let us first glance at the events which led up to that sanguinary conflict, and then consider the occurrences of the day which saw the Spanish power in America broken forever.


 ​It is a curious circumstance that the South American 
revolutions had their beginning in the intense loyalty of the people of the Spanish-American colonies, and particularly of the United States of Colombia, for their king. In 1808 the armies of Napoleon were overrunning Spain; Ferdinand VII. was compelled to abdicate the throne, and Joseph Bonaparte, brother of Napoleon, was proclaimed King of Spain and the Indies. Agents were immediately sent, in the name of the new king, to announce to the American colonies the abdication of Ferdinand and 
the elevation of Joseph to the throne. Joseph shrewdly promised to the viceroys and captains-general throughout the colonies, that they should retain their places, provided they acquiesced in the new order of things and induced the people to accept it. But though the officials were resigned to the situation, the people were not; they publicly burned the proclamations of King Joseph, expelled his agents, and insulted all Frenchmen then living in the 
colonies, so that most of them fled for safety. 

In July, 1808, a French brig arrived at La Guayra, the port of Caraccas, with intelligence of recent events in France and Spain, including the abdication of Ferdinand and the accession of Joseph Bonaparte. The captain of the brig proceeded to Caraccas with despatches to the captain-general, and soon after his arrival the news from the Old World became known among the people. An English officer who was there at the time writes as follows:



The city was immediately in arms, 10,000 of its inhabitants surrounded the residence of the captain-general and demanded the proclamation of Ferdinand the Seventh as their king, which he promised the next day. But this would not satisfy them; they proclaimed him that evening by heralds, in form, throughout the city, and placed his portrait, illuminated, in the gallery of the town-house. 


The French were first publicly insulted in the coffee-house from which they were obliged to withdraw, and the French ​captain left Caraccas, privately, about eight o'clock that night, escorted by a detachment of soldiers, and so saved his life, for, about ten o'clock, his person was demanded of the governor by the populace, and when they learned that he was gone, three hundred men followed him to put him to death.

About the same time a French brig arrived at Buenos 
Ayres with an envoy from Napoleon carrying despatches 
to Liniers, the viceroy, who issued a proclamation announcing the events which had occurred in Spain, and advising the people to submit to the authority of Joseph Bonaparte. The proclamation was coldly received by the people; the governor of Monte Video accused Liniers of disloyalty, disregarded his proclamation, established a junta[1] or governing body for his province, and withdrew it altogether from the authority of Liniers. 

In spite of the efforts of the viceroys and other officials to convince the colonies that every thing was quiet in Spain, it became known among the people that the peninsula was in a state of insurrection against the authority of Joseph Bonaparte, that in some provinces he was openly defied, and provincial juntas had assumed the management of affairs. The one at Seville proclaimed itself the supreme junta of Spain and the Indies, and sent deputies to the colonies requiring an acknowledgment of its authority. In order to secure this acknowledgment it announced that it was recognized and obeyed throughout Spain, which was far from being the case. At the same time the junta of the Asturias opposed that of Seville; the regency of Ferdinand claimed to have supreme authority; and to complicate matters still further Joseph Bonaparte had been proclaimed king. There were ​therefore four kinds of authorities to which the colonies were required to give allegiance; they were ready to recognize any proper authority of Spanish origin, and while they differed as to their proper course between the various juntas, they were all agreed in their hatred for the French. 

The efforts of the viceroys and their subordinates to secure colonial allegiance to Joseph Bonaparte led to collisions between the populace and the authorities in several cities, and finally to open warfare. Owing to the disorders in Spain there was no central power which the colonies could respect, and this circumstance led to the formation of juntas of their own. The first was in Quito in 1809, but it was suppressed by the viceroy; the second was at Santa Fé de Bogota in the same year, and many of its members were imprisoned and afterwards massacred in cold blood. Similar scenes were enacted in other parts of the colonies, and tended greatly to weaken the authority of the mother country. Naturally the colonists asked the question, "What will become of us if Spain falls completely under the domination of France?" The discussion of the question naturally led to independence, and it is easy to see how a struggle which began in extreme loyalty to Ferdinand VII. and the government he represented, could develop into a battle for complete independence. From 1808 to 1812 the French armies gained ground in Spain. There was little hope of a restoration of the Spanish power and the expulsion of the Bonapartes, and long before the disasters of Napoleon in Russia, and the consequent retreat of the French from Spain, the colonies were on the high road to absolute freedom from the yoke of their mother country. 

The government of Joseph Bonaparte adopted repressive measures towards the colonies; troops were sent to awe the people into submission, the province of Caraccas was declared in blockade, and the colonial rulers were ordered to enforce obedience at whatever cost. After the ​retirement of the French from Spain, the regency, which succeeded to Joseph Bonaparte, and after it the restored king, Ferdinand VII., continued the same measures, totally ignoring the loyalty which the colonies had originally displayed at the beginning of the French occupation. Nothing remained for the colonies but a war for independence, a war which terminated, as already mentioned, with the battle of Ayacucho, sixteen years after the first outbreak at Caraccas. 

The story of the South American war of independence would fill many volumes. Juntas were established in Caraccas, Buenos Ayres, Santiago, and other South American cities widely separated from each other, during 1810, and the repressive measures adopted by the colonial authorities only added to the vigor of the movement. In Buenos Ayres the viceroy was deposed, and the powers of government were assumed by a junta acting in the name of the deposed and captive king, Ferdinand VII. From Buenos Ayres the disturbance extended to Chili, where another junta deposed the viceroy and assumed the reins of government; about the same time there was an insurrection in Upper Peru (now called Bolivia) and later another in Peru. From a state of tranquillity, in 1808, the whole of South America was in a condition of open or partial revolt in less than four years, with the single exception of Brazil.

Brazil was a colony of Portugal, not of Spain. In 1807, when Napoleon declared war against Portugal, its king, John VI., fled to Brazil, accompanied by many courtiers and followed by numerous emigrants. After the fall of Napoleon in 1815, Brazil was raised to the rank of a kingdom; John assumed the title of King of Portugal, Algarve, and Brazil, and on the 26th of February, 1821, he proclaimed the constitution. A revolutionary movement took place in the following April; Brazil was proclaimed an independent empire; it adopted a constitution in 1824, ​and its independence was acknowledged in 1825. Its transition from a colony of a European government to an independent state was far less turbulent than that of its neighbors. 

The revolution continued with varying success for more than a decade, but with the advantages decidedly in favor of the revolutionists. The progress towards independence was retarded by dissensions among the revolutionists, which frequently threatened to restore the royalist power; ambitions and jealousies too often obscured patriotism, and in many instances they led to open or secret assassination. This was the case in Buenos Ayres, Chili, and Peru to a very marked degree, and only to a minor extent in other parts of the revolted country. On several occasions assistance to beleaguered garrisons or to armies in the field was deliberately refused or withheld, for no other reason than personal ill-feeling between general and other officers who were engaged in a common cause of patriotism. 

West of the Andes the progress of the revolution was less encouraging than in the countries to the eastward. The royalists were practically in full control of Peru and Chili in the early years of the insurrection, and in the latter country they had banished many of the leading patriots to the island of Juan Fernandez, and were exercising extreme tyranny over all the people. Early in 1817 General San Martin, Governor of Mendoza, and an active patriot of Buenos Ayres, conceived the design of crossing the Andes with an army of liberation to assist the Chilian patriots. Nearly a year was spent in organizing the army and collecting the necessary materials and transportation. The passage of the Andes by San Martin was a more difficult matter than that of Napoleon over the Alps; it was accomplished in thirteen days, with a loss of a few men and of five thousand horses and mules, and was followed by the battle of Chacabuco, in which the royalists were ​completely defeated. A junta was immediately formed at Santiago, and the dictatorship was offered to San Martin, who declined it.

The royalist army of Chili fled to Talcahuano, and after receiving reinforcements from the viceroy at Lima, resumed the offensive. It encountered the patriot army on the plains of Maypu, April 5, 1818, and the encounter resulted in one of the most sanguinary battles on record, when the number of men engaged is considered. Out of eight thousand men comprising the Spanish army, two thousand were killed or wounded, and three thousand captured. The general escaped with a portion of his cavalry, but all the baggage, artillery, military chests, and supplies fell into the hands of the patriots. The loss of the latter was one thousand killed and wounded, out of an aggregate of about seven thousand. The victory gave independence to Chili, and turned attention towards Peru. Steps were immediately taken to aid the Peruvians to gain their independence, and for this purpose an army and a naval force was organized.

Lord Cochrane[10], an English naval officer, arrived in Chili in November, 1818, and was immediately appointed to the command of the Chilian squadron. Great exertions were made, and in the course of a year many captures were effected, though not without some losses by the Chilian squadron. On the 20th of August, 1820, a combined land and naval expedition left Valparaiso for Pisco, about one hundred miles south of Peru, where the land forces were disembarked. The squadron proceeded to Callao, where a Spanish frigate of forty guns with two sloops-of-war and fourteen gun-boats were lying under the protection of the batteries. On the night of November 5th, Lord Cochrane succeeded in capturing the frigate, and this exploit was practically the termination of the Spanish naval power in the Pacific, so far as offensive measures were concerned. 

An armistice of the land forces was made by request of ​the viceroy, but nothing came of it. The independent army 
moved leisurely to the north of Lima, remaining for weeks 
and sometimes months in camp engaged in recruiting and 
in the dissemination of liberal ideas, and also in cutting off 
the supplies of the royalists in Lima, Later there was another abortive armistice, and early in July, 1821, San Martin threatened to move against Lima. Thereupon the viceroy abandoned it, and on the 12th of the month San Martin 
entered and was joyously received. The independence of 
Peru was solemnly proclaimed on the 28th of July, and on 
the 3d of August San Martin assumed the title of Protector 
of Peru and issued a proclamation.

The liberating army remained inactive till the following 
May, but the work of recruiting and making ready for the 
field was actively continued. In July, 1822, San Martin 
went to Guayaquil for an interview with Simon Bolivar, 
the liberator of Colombia, and returned in August with a 
contingent of Colombian troops.

On the 20th of September, 1822, the constitutional congress of Peru was assembled and San Martin surrendered his dictatorship which he had held for little more than a 
year. The congress unanimously named him general and 
commander-in-chief of the armies of Peru; he accepted 
the title, but declined the appointment on the ground that 
such a position would be inconsistent with the authority of 
congress. Shortly afterward he returned to Chili, and the 
affairs of Peru were placed in the hands of a junta of three 
prominent citizens. In November, 1822, an expedition 
left Lima for the southern coast but it was defeated and 
dispersed by the royalists in the following January. Thereupon the royalist army reoccupied Lima and the patriot cause was in great danger. 

About this time the United States of Colombia achieved 
independence, after a long and devastating war which was 
brought to a triumphal end by the genius and patriotism of 
Simon Bolivar. Foreseeing that if the royalists obtained ​control in Peru the independence of Colombia would be 
endangered, and being invited by the Peruvians, Bolivar 
proceeded to Lima at the head of a considerable force; he 
was joyfully welcomed and appointed dictator of Peru, 
until such time as the Spaniards should be conquered or 
driven out. The royalist army retired to the interior at 
the approach of Bolivar and his army.

The royalists were in such numbers that Bolivar did 
not dare to risk a battle until the arrival of reinforcements 
from Colombia, and when threatened with an attack he retired to Truxillo. In February, 1824, the royalists again 
occupied Lima and Callao; by the following June Bolivar's forces were sufficiently strong to enable him to resume the offensive, which resulted in a battle on the plains 
of Junin, on the 6th of August, where the royalists were 
defeated with heavy loss, especially in cavalry, on which 
great reliance was placed. From this time until the 9th of 
December no important action was fought but there was 
much skilful manoeuvring on both sides. The liberating 
army, consisting of the united forces of Peru and Colombia, 
was under the command of General Anton Jose de Sucre, 
who had previously distinguished himself on the battlefield and especially at Pichincha in 1822, where he defeated the Spaniards in a fiercely fought conflict. 

Early in December General Sucre took a position at 
Ayacucho in sight of the royalist army, which was posted 
on a height. General Bolivar was not present; he had 
given full power to Sucre to do as he thought best, either 
to give battle to the royalists or refuse it. In a letter 
written a short time before the battle of Ayacucho Bolivar cautioned Sucre in the following words: 

"Remember, that on your army corps depends the fate 
of Peru, perhaps forever; and with it, that of the whole 
of America, perhaps for years. Considering the terrible 
consequences which a battle lost may entail upon us, 
every means of foresight and strategy is to be exerted so ​as not to make a move without gaining a decided and 
absolute success." 

Acting on this advice Sucre had advanced with great 
caution. Several times the enemy offered battle, which 
Sucre declined, as he was waiting the arrival of reinforcements which were hurrying forward. There were several skirmishes in which no decided advantage was gained by 
either side, but the movements of the patriots frustrated 
some of the plans of the viceroy and compelled him to 
make many changes of position.

On the 4th of December, Lieutenant Colonel Medina, 
adjutant of the liberator, Bolivar, came into Sucre's camp 
with a final order that a decisive battle was to be ventured. It was offered on that very day in the plain of Tambo, but the Spaniards declined.

On December 8th both armies stood face to face. Every 
thing told that they were on the eve of a great battle, 
which neither could avoid by means of a retreat without 
the risk of destruction. Sucre's position was at a considerable distance from the friendly villages, and he was opposed by an army accustomed to quick marches; the 
roads were rough, and his supplies were giving out. Scarcely could he muster 5,780 men, and he had only one small piece of artillery.

On the other hand the Spaniards were obliged to force 
the fight. A retreat would have been tantamount to a 
rout, and their rations were alarmingly short. But they 
were superior in numbers, as they counted 9,310 men of 
all arms, with fourteen pieces of artillery.

The Spanish army was on the hills round about Condorcanqui; its right and left wings were protected by a deep ravine, its rear-guard stood against the steep mountain range, and its front was towards a plain half a mile in width and a mile in length.


General Miller of the liberating army thus describes the battle-field: 
​
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 ​
Quinua, an Indian village, is located on the farther side, to 

the west of Ayacucho, almost square in shape and about a mile 
in circuit, bordered right and left by deep and rugged ravines. 
Back of the plain, or towards the east, it slopes off gradually 
for two miles towards the high road from Guamanga to Ananta, which runs right up to a perpendicular rock and ends there. On the eastern side of the plain is Condorcanqui, on a huge ledge of rock which runs from north to south. On 
this ledge the royalist army was encamped.

The army of liberation formed in the plain, in front of 
the Spaniards, about a half a mile away. They were drawn 
up in close columns and awaited the onset of the royalists. The corps of the independents were stationed in the following manner: 


	
	Cordova's Division,  (on the right wing)
	
	Consisting of the regiment of Bogota,

	
	" " " " " Pichincha,

	
	" " " " " Skirmishers.



	
	Miller's Division    (in the centre)
	
	Consisted of the Hussars of Junin,

	
	" " " Grenadiers of Colombia,

	
	" " " Hussars of  "

	
	" " " Mounted Grenadiers of Buenos Ayres.



	
	In La Mar's Division  (on the left)
	
	Was the Peruvian Legion,
	
	Battalion No. 1.

	
	" " 2.

	
	" " 3.





	
	Lara's Division,  (reserve)
	
	Was made up of Camp-followers,

	
	" " "" Deserters,

	
	" " "" Riflemen,




Artillery one four-pounder.




The following account of the battle is abridged from 
"Historia del Peru Independente." ​On the memorable day, Thursday December 9, 1824, the 
morning was clear and the sun brilliantly lighted the scene. 
The trumpets and drums sounded. The ofificers moved in all 
directions to take their orders: on the right, the young and 
brave general of division, Cordova, a general of division at 
twenty-five; on the left the Peruvian body, sent by brave and 
honest old La Mar; the centre the gallant Lara commanded, 
together with the remaining Colombian section. The cavalry 
formed in the rear about the centre of the division; it had 
been moved up by orders of the famous Miller. Sucre, the head 
of all, went to inspect the troops with a coolness that never 
forsook him, leaving nothing undone that his genius and experience suggested. Down the whole line he rode, exhorting the men with stirring words. Halting near the centre, he said with deep emotion: 
"By you, soldiers, present here, the fate of South America is to 
be decided"; and noticing the hostile forces descending to 
meet them he added: "This day will crown your prowess." 

On the royalist side General Canterac, chief in command, 
called up the generals and commanders of divisions and gave 
out the orders of the day. General Valdez held the right of 
the line, Monet the left, and Villalobolos the centre, while the 
cavalry was formed in the rear.

It was ten in the morning when the fire opened, and the 
action fairly began. At first the advantage was on the side of 
the Spaniards, but General Cordova brought up his division 
within a hundred yards of the enemy, where he ordered a volley and followed it with a bayonet charge. The attack was successful, and the enemy fled in disorder. Charge followed charge, and by one o'clock in the afternoon, victory was practically assured to the patriots.

The enemy rallied again on the heights of Condorcanqui, 
and owing to the exertions of Canterac, Valdez, and other officers, somewhere near a thousand men were collected. A council of war was called for by Canterac, who stated that Peru was irretrievably lost since Olaneta, their only hope, had gone over 
to the enemy, and was making terms for capitulation. This fact was accepted by nearly all the royalist officers, and then ​Canterac asked for a truce of arms. Very soon General La 
Mar came over, and assured them that Sucre would accept an 
honorable capitulation.

The time was precious; the sun had just gone down after 
having shone upon the grandest day of America, and the routed 
Spaniards would have had to perish in their flight or starve for 
want of food. Canterac explained the straits in which they were, 
and assured the Spanish commanders that there was no other 
means of safety. It was decided that General Canterac should 
convey the resolution, and settle the conditions of capitulation. 

Sucre's greatness and generosity were shown in the conditions of surrender. He might have imposed harsh or humiliating terms, but his way was not to crush his brave opponents. Canterac handed over the minutes, consisting of eighteen articles, and they were ratified with slight modifications. According to the terms of capitulation, all troops, baggage, and ammunition in Peru were handed over to the patriots; all the men of the Spanish army could freely go home at the expense 
of Peru, and while they marched along with the Peruvians, 
they would receive their pay; those preferring the Peruvian 
service might enter it. No one should be molested in person 
or property for his former opinions, and all were free to leave 
the country whenever they chose. Peru would take up the national debt contracted by the Spanish government in the country. The fortresses of Callao were to surrender within twenty days, handing over formally their public parks, warehouses, 
archives, etc. Vessels of war and tenders belonging to Spain 
might remain for six months, to ship their provisions and get 
ready for quitting the Pacific.

The prisoners taken in the battle included the Viceroy La 
Serna, General Canterac, chief in command, fourteen other 
generals, with numbers of subordinate officers, in addition to 
the soldiers; in short, those that were not killed on the battlefield were captured. There were 1,400 dead, and 700 wounded, 
on the Spanish side; of the patriots, 300 were killed, and 609 
wounded; in all, about 3,016 hors de combat, almost the fourth 
part of those engaged, which shows how fiercely the battle was 
contested. ​After burying the dead, the victorious army moved southward from Ayacucho. Cuzco, Arequipa, and other points were surrendered, but General Rodel, commanding the fortress of Callao, refused to accept the terms of capitulation. The fortress was immediately invested by the Colombian and Peruvian troops, and blockaded by a naval force which was lent to Bolivar by Chili. The fortress held out for more than a year, and was not surrendered until the garrison of five hundred men was at the point of starvation. General Rodel embarked for Europe with the soldiers that chose to accompany him, and the fall of Callao was the final event of the war.

As soon as the news of the victory at Ayacucho reached Lima, Bolivar issued the following proclamation:

To the Soldiers of the Conquering Army at Ayacucho:

Soldiers—You have carried liberty to South America, and a quarter of the globe bears witness to your glory. Who could have beaten you off?

South America is full of the marks of your valor, but Ayacucho, Chimborazo-like, rises above all.

Soldiers—Colombia owes you the laurels you have won, and Peru its life, liberty, and peace, not to forget what La Pensa and Chili owe you. The good cause, the cause of the rights of men, has been vindicated by you, in a terrible battle against the oppressors. See, then, the benefit you have conferred upon the human race by your heroic sacrifices.

Soldiers—Accept the undying gratitude which I pronounce in the name of Peru. You shall be rewarded before you return to your beautiful home. No, no, never could an adequate reward be found; your services are beyond any price.

Peruvian soldiers—Your country will ever hold you among the chief saviors of Peru.

Colombian soldiers—Hundreds of victories immortalize you. 



Bolivar.




Head-quarters at Lima, Dec. 25, 1824.

Honors and rewards were showered upon the liberator's ​army. Each corps carried the adjunct of "Glorious Liberators of Peru," with the further addition of "Well Deserved in the Highest Degree." Commanders, officers, and men received medals, the widows and families of those fallen in the field were amply provided for; the wounded continued to receive full pay for life, and Sucre became Grand Marshal of Ayacucho. Many generals and other officers were promoted, and a monument on the field of Ayacucho reminds the visitor of the battle that terminated the Spanish rule in South America. 






[image: Decisive Battles Since Waterloo, p. 16.jpg]





​
[image: Decisive Battles Since Waterloo frontispiece.jpg]







	↑ Junta in Spanish means an association, and is usually applied to a body of persons combined for any civil or political object. It formerly referred more particularly to assemblies of representatives of the people meeting without authority of the sovereign, but has latterly been extended to those of the most strictly legal character.





​
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CHAPTER II.



Table of Contents



BATTLE OF PROME—1825.




From America we will pass nearly half way around the globe in our search for the next decisive battle after that of Ayacucho.

All students of history are well aware that the British power in India in the first half of the present century was represented by the East India Company[11]. From an association of merchants trading to the East Indies in A. D. 1600, the Honorable East India Company grew to a colony of national importance. It possessed an army and a navy, it had the right of eminent domain, it had a commercial monopoly the greatest ever known, and the people under its control numbered many millions. It possessed the powers of a state and likewise its ambitions; it conquered territories neighboring to its own and then looked for more territories to conquer. Kingdoms and principalities of India were brought under its sway, and there was hardly a decade in the two hundred and fifty years of its existence in which it was not at war with neighboring powers. It generally came off victorious, thanks to the splendid fighting qualities which British soldiers have displayed through many ages, backed by the well-known British policy of never submitting to temporary defeat at the hands of Asiatics.

While the British in the early part of the present century were extending their boundaries in the northwest 
provinces of India, the kingdom of Burmah displayed a ​desire to aggrandize some of the region lying to the south of the company's territories. About 1798 some 30,000 Mugs, inhabitants of Arracan, in Burmah, fled from the oppression of their Burmese masters and sought refuge in Chittagong, a possession of the British. Several attempts were made by the Burmese to secure the return of these fugitives, but without avail; between 1800 and 1813 five or six embassies were sent by the Burmese government to that of India with this object in view, but all failed of their purpose. Then all was quiet for a time, save that there were occasional raids of very little consequence along the frontier. In 1822 the Burmese adopted bellicose measures; they seized the island of Shahporee, at the entrance of the arm of the sea dividing Chittagong from Arracan, overpowering the British by a night attack and taking possession in the name of the Burmese goverment. When asked to explain his action, the governor of Arracan announced that his government had annexed the island, and unless the right of the Burmese to its possessions were admitted, the king of Burmah would send an army to invade the British territory. This plan of proceeding was not unlike that of more civilized countries, Great Britain among them, in carrying on the work of annexation, but when tried against the British it was certain to be resented. 

The governor-general of India was not ready to assume the offensive at once; the Burmese mistook delay for timidity and proceeded to invade British territory. Large bodies of Burmese troops crossed the frontier from Assam and Munnipore and established themselves in bamboo stockades; they were driven out by the British, but not without considerable loss to the latter. These operations took place in 1823 and '24; while the British were preparing to send a considerable force against the invaders, news came to Calcutta that Maha Bandula[12], the favorite general of the king of Ava, had penetrated the British territories bordering Arracan with a large army, and was so confident ​of success that he carried with him a set of golden fetters in which the governor-general of India was to be carried captive to Burmah. As soon as this news was known to be authentic, Lord Amherst, the governor-general, proclaimed war and set his troops in motion. 

Port Cornwallis in the Andaman Islands was named as a point of rendezvous; a division from Bengal was sent there in April, and followed a month later by a division from Madras. Sir Archibald Campbell was named the commander-in-chief; he had served with distinction in the Spanish campaigns, but knew little about Oriental modes of warfare. Commodore Grant commanded the naval part of the expedition, which consisted of the Liffey, Larne, Sophia, Slaney, and several smaller vessels. There was one small steamboat, the Snake, and it is worthy of remark that this boat, built at Bombay in 1820, had an honorable career of sixty years, and was broken up in 1880. 

The land forces comprised about 11,500 men of all arms, the great majority being native troops of India. It was the plan of the commander to move upon Rangoon, near the mouth of the Irrawaddy, and by prompt action capture the city, and thus frighten the king into asking for peace. 

Detachments were sent to occupy Cheduba and Negrais; the rest of the command arrived off Rangoon accompanied by the whole fleet. The city, which was built on the bank of the river, was found to be surrounded by a stockade about twelve feet in height. The stockade was built of teak timber in the form of a square, and defended by batteries on the water front. These batteries opened fire on the nearest ships, and the Liffey answered it immediately. The guns at the landing were speedily dismounted, and the soldiers occupied the town, no enemy being in sight. The governor of Pegu, the province in which Rangoon is situated, had been commanded to come to ​the capital; he died there, and his successor had not arrived when the fleet appeared. The rêwan, or commander of the flotilla, was acting-governor; he knew nothing of the proposed attack and was therefore taken by surprise. In order to render the prize of the English of little value he forced the native inhabitants to leave the town, allowing none of them to remain in or near it. The guards who had been placed in charge of the few Europeans and foreign residents soon fled, thus permitting them to escape. The rainy season was approaching, and, as the inhabitants had taken with them their boats, cattle, and carts, the English general found himself unable to secure, either by land or water, the necessary transportation facilities for carrying on operations. 

Immediately on landing in Rangoon General Campbell occupied the Shoay Dagon or Golden Pagoda. The 
pagoda is situated about a mile and a half from the river and stands on high ground. General Campbell found it impossible to learn any thing of the movements of the enemy, his force being entirely isolated. He sent a number of row-boats, well armed, to Kymyindaing to reconnoitre. This town is distant by river about six miles from Rangoon. Some shots were fired from several breastworks which lined the shore. These breastworks were attacked the next day, and carried by a small detachment of soldiers and marines. 

Within a few days the general, in person, made a survey of the country to the north of Shoay Dagon, taking with him two guns, some native infantry, and about three hundred European soldiers. There was no road, and the guns were soon abandoned because of the heavy rains which prevailed, rendering an advance extremely difficult. The troops, however, moved forward, leaving the artillery, which could not be dragged through the mud. At a distance of five or six miles from the great pagoda they saw two stockades, four feet in height, with an interior trench ​and a well-placed abatis. An attack was made, and the stockades were carried at the point of the bayonet, the muskets being useless on account of the rain. The Burmese lost about three hundred men. 

This was the first time the Burmese had ever fought against European soldiers; they were astonished at the savage attack of the white soldiers, who carried the stockades without firing a gun. Although the levies of the country were near the forts, the rêwan did not use them. The British now held Kymyindaing as an out-post, and for some weeks there were few hostile movements. During these weeks the British army suffered terribly from sickness. The climate and the constant exposure to the rain brought fever and dysentery, which crowded the hospitals and carried many victims to their graves. It was feared at one time that it would be necessary to retire altogether from Rangoon, as there threatened to be not a single soldier able to defend it. Strong efforts were made by the Burmese to oppose the British army during the occupation of Rangoon. The plan was simply to cut off all communication with the inhabitants of Pegu who might be friendly to the invading forces, and by overpowering numbers to capture the troops, or drive them into the sea. They formed a complete cordon about the British, who could learn very little through their scouts, and as all the natives had been removed from the neighborhood, there were no means of communication. It had been expected that the inhabitants of Pegu would rise against their Burmese oppressors, but not a word came to indicate that they contemplated any insurrection. Large levies of troops were made throughout Burmah, and the numbers of the army surrounding Rangoon increased daily. The river was covered with boats bringing men and provisions to the besieging army, and by the end of May the Burmese considered themselves strong enough to defy their enemies. ​Always on halting a Burmese army entrenches itself or throws up a stockade, according to the condition of the ground or the abundance of stockading material. In the operations against the British not more than half the Burmese soldiers were armed with muskets, the rest carrying swords or spears and acting as pioneers. Within a day's march of Rangoon, both on the river bank and in the interior, there were several miles of strong stockades, which the Burmese erected in their effort to isolate the British in the city. General Campbell captured many of these stockades, and at each capture there was a heavy slaughter of Burmese. The king recalled Maha Bandula, the ablest of the Burmese generals, from the threatened invasion of Bengal, and ordered him to expel the invaders from Rangoon. 

By the end of November Maha Bandula had an army of sixty thousand men, and appeared in force in front of the Shoay Dagon, or Golden Pagoda. The British had established a station at Kymyindaing, about seven miles up the river, where they had captured a strong stockade, and the first effort of the Burmese general was to capture this stockade, in which he was unsuccessful. For three or four days General Campbell allowed the Burmese to advance their outposts until they were within fifty yards of his lines and out of the protection of the jungle which had concealed their movements. As soon as he ascertained that they had brought all their ammunition and provisions out of the jungle and into their entrenchments he ordered 
an attack; there was severe fighting all along the line, resulting in the defeat and flight of the Burmese, and the loss of all the war material which they had brought to the front of their lines. From the first to the fifteenth of December it was estimated that six thousand Burmese were killed, while the English loss in killed and wounded was about six hundred. 

Success being hopeless Maha Bandula retreated rapidly ​to Donoobu, about sixty miles from Rangoon, taking with him about one thousand of his men. The soldiers of the investing army dispersed, and the force was broken up. The British now occupied the southern districts of the province without any opposition, including the ancient port of Martaban, and all the coast of Tenasserim to the south as far as Mergui. Sir Archibald Campbell was now at liberty to continue operations by marching up the Irrawaddy. The end of the year being at hand, and reinforcements having arrived from India, plans were formed for marching on Prome, where it was hoped the Burmese 
government would be ready to make terms of peace. 

The British forces, finding themselves free to march up the valley, were divided into two columns. General Willoughby Cotton commanded one division, which was to advance by the river. The other division was led by the commander-in-chief in person. The former command consisted of eight hundred Europeans, a small fleet of gunboats, a batallion of native infantry, and the steamer Snake. No doubts of success were entertained, although the number of men seemed small for the undertaking. The rainy season was over; the surface of the land was dry, and the land force moved north to Hlaing and thence to Sarawa on the Irrawaddy. It reached Donoobu about March 25th, and found that Bandula was entrenched in a stockaded enclosure on the right bank of the river. On reconnoitring it appeared that Bandula's position was strong, and an assault in force was deemed necessary. At a distance of about three hundred yards from the north-west angle trenches were opened and batteries erected. General Cotton, who had come down the river, arrived with his command; the heavy guns and mortars were placed in position, and firing was begun and continued with little intermission for some hours. The assailants were ready to storm the fort early in the morning of April 25th, when it was found that the enemy had  ​evacuated during the night. Bandula had been slain, and his brother, who succeeded him, could not hold the garrison together. The victors found large stores of rice, some guns and powder. The king and his court were filled with terror at this overthrow. The court faction, of which the queen and her brother were the leaders, persuaded the king to remain firm. 

General Campbell resumed his march into the interior of Burmah, following the left bank of the river and 
regulating his movements by those of the flotilla, which was occasionally halted for the purpose of shelling out a stockade or buoying the channel. Arriving at Prome, he found it deserted and in flames; the Burmese commander had driven out the inhabitants and fired the town, and more than half of it was destroyed. As the rainy season was approaching, the British force went into cantonment at Prome and remained there for several months, and as the Burmese were occupied with the work of assembling another army, the invaders were not disturbed. The time was utilized by the British in bringing up supplies and ammunition and making every thing ready for a further advance as soon as the dry season should set in. In the middle of August General Cotton made a reconnaissance up the river with the steamer, and at Myedee saw a Burmese force of about twenty thousand men drawn up in line on the bank of the river. 

Early in September the Burmese sent a flag of truce with an officer to treat for peace; an armistice of forty days was agreed upon to ascertain the terms on which the British could be persuaded to leave the country, and later on it was extended to the third of November. The terms demanded at the end of the armistice were the cession of the provinces of Arracan, Tavoy and Mergui to the British, and the payment of a war indemnity of two million pounds sterling. The Burmese replied that yielding territory and paying money were not in accord with ​Burmese customs. They had succeeded in raising an army and now felt that they could successfully cope with the British. 

Hostilities were resumed at once. The Burmese army closed around Prome. A force of 3,000 Shans and 2,600 Burmese was stationed at Wattigan on the right bank of the river, about twenty miles to the northeast. The English commander decided to dislodge them immediately in order that they might not be on his right flank in a movement to the front. He advanced by night in three columns and easily defeated the Shans. He had now to attack the main force of the Burmese, about 20,000 strong. General Campbell's force for this attack comprised 2,500 Europeans and 1,500 native troops. 

The Burmese army held a strong and well fortified position on the heights. It was impossible for the artillery to operate, owing to the nature of the ground, and the position was carried by the infantry regiments unassisted. The British loss was 12 officers and 160 men killed and wounded. The Burmese in these engagements lost between 2,000 and 3,000 men. The Shans marched back to their own territory, and three days later the Burmese forces on the west side of the river were compelled to retreat and marched northward, following their main army. Leaving two regiments of native infantry to garrison Prome, General Campbell continued his advance on Myedee. He had 4,000 men and 28 guns, and the town was taken without resistance. The terms of peace were once more discussed and after two or three meetings an agreement was signed by both sides and in order that the king might be able to ratify the treaty, a cessation of hostilities for fifteen days was decided upon. At the expiration of this time no communication had been received from the Burmese commissioners and hostile operations were resumed by the British. Crossing the river in gunboats the fort was stormed, after a destructive cannonade. ​It was announced to the king that they would move forward to Pugan, there to await the ratification of the 
treaty. 

The war faction at Ava still entertained hopes of repairing the losses they had sustained. A few more desultory engagements were fought in which the natives were defeated, and the British general halted at Pugan to await the arrival of the detachments. Moving on he arrived at Yandabo and formed a camp within four marches of the capital. Although the king was ready to fly northward he consented to the conclusion of a treaty of peace. One fourth of the million sterling which was levied to pay the costs of the war was handed over by the Burmese commissioners who were willing to abide by the general terms previously offered. 

No discussion was made and the treaty was signed. According to the agreement, Assam, Arracan, and the 
coast of Tenasserim with the part of the state of Martaban east of the Salwan River were given to the British government. The king of Burmah promised to refrain from interference in Kashar, Jyntia, and Manipur. It was also determined to conclude a commercial treaty in a short time. The British army marched back to Rangoon, where the troops remained until the second payment of the money due for war expenses was made. This was near the end of the year, and then the city was evacuated. 

It is proper to remark that the Burmese soldier fought under disadvantages which made it impossible for him to win. These peasant-soldiers had no knowledge of military drill and discipline, and lacked suitable arms, many of them carrying only their native swords or spears. The artillery corps of the army was even more poorly equipped than the infantry. The artillery was made up of old guns once used on ships, hardly any of them less than a century old. As a general rule, the Burmese ofificers led their soldiers only in flight. Yet, notwithstanding these  ​drawbacks, the poorly armed Burmese peasant feared not to encounter the well-equipped Asiatic troops, commanded by trained European officers. He was overcome only by the European soldiers. The climate was a far more formidable opponent of the invaders than were the Burmese soldiery; an English officer remarked of this campaign, that if the climate of Burmah had been thoroughly loyal to the king and performed its duty, the British would have been compelled to turn back from Rangoon. 

The engagement at Prome may be regarded as the decisive battle of the first Burmese war. True, it was not a brilliant affair, and in European warfare would rank as little more than a skirmish, but a contrary result would have placed the British in a position of great danger. The European troops were greatly reduced both in numbers and efficiency by the effects of the climate, and the native troops could not be relied on for good work unless with European support. A signal defeat at Prome would have resulted in a retreat on Rangoon, and it has been shown elsewhere how precarious was the hold on that city in the early days of the invasion. 

The first Burmese war was the beginning of the destruction of the kingdom which was once a power among Asiatic nations and a terror to its neighbors. In 1852 the imprisonment of the master of a ship and other British subjects led to the second Burmese war, which resulted in the annexation of a considerable part of Burmese territory to the British Indian possessions. The war began with the bombardment of Rangoon, April 11, 1852, and its capture three days later. Prome, Bassein, Martaban, and other cities one after another fell into British hands; the British forces were almost invariably successful, and in a few months peace was declared and the whole of the coast provinces of Burmah passed under British sway. 

The third Burmese war (1885) grew out of the interference of the king with the rights of British subjects in ​Burmah and his violation of the provisions of a commercial treaty. He refused all reparation of the wrongs he had committed, and thus rendered necessary an appeal to arms. A British army invaded the country, and after a few insignificant skirmishes occupied the capital and ended the war. The king was deposed and sent to a designated place of retirement on the Upper Irrawaddy; the British power was extended over the whole of Burmah, and the dynasty of Alompra came to an end. 
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BATTLE OF NAVARINO—1827.




From 1815 to 1830 all the wars of Europe were with the Mohammedans, except a few revolutionary and other affairs of no great consequence. The English made an attack on Algiers in 1816 to punish the Algerines for their piracies and for their cruelties to British subjects, and fourteen years later the same place was captured by the French and has since been held with a firm grasp. The Greek revolution, which broke out in 1821, was the revolt of Christians held in subjection by the Turks, the Moslem conquerors of Southeastern Europe, who had 
ruled the Hellenes with great oppression, and the struggle 
was continued until the independence of Greece was 
acknowledged. The war of Russia against the Persians, in 1826, was also a fight between Christianity and Islam, and so was the war between Russia and Turkey in 1828. Even the English in India were contending against the Moslems more than against warriors of other religions of the great peninsula, especially in their campaign to the north, when they penetrated the stronghold of Islam in Central Asia. The exhaustion which followed the Napoleonic campaigns left Europe at peace with itself, but did not restrain it from hostile encounters with the followers of the Prophet of Mecca.

The Spanish revolution of 1820, which was speedily followed by the revolutions of Naples, Sicily, and Piedmont, caused a great excitement throughout Europe, and ​paved the way for the Greek revolution of 1821. Since the beginning of the century the Greeks had been preparing for the struggle; in fact, for more than fifty years there had been a general movement in the direction of independence through the spirit of nationality, which was taught by the ablest writers and spread among the people as widely as possible. There had been many insurrections against the Turkish authority, but they were generally suppressed without difficulty, though with the shedding of much Greek blood. Nearly every village in Greece suffered from pillage by the Turks, and the families were comparatively few that did not mourn a father, son, or 
brother, killed by the Turks or carried into slavery, or a 
daughter or sister transported to a Turkish harem. In spite of four centuries of captivity, the Greeks had preserved their language, dress, religion, and other distinctive features of nationality. In this they were greatly assisted by the severity of the Turks and the difference in manners, laws, religion, and customs between oppressor and oppressed.

But notwithstanding their subjugation, many of the Greeks were commercially prosperous, and a large part of the trafific of the East was in their hands. They conducted nearly all the coasting trade of the Levant, and a few years before the revolution they had six hundred vessels mounting six thousand guns (for defence against pirates) and manned by eighteen thousand seamen. The trade had grown enormously during the continental wars which ended at Waterloo, as nearly all the nations of Europe were so engrossed in military matters that there was no chance for commerce
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