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Want to know what led Patrick Henry to declare, “If this be treason, make the most of it”?


Ask him.


Or how an enslaved servant might have felt about a declaration of independence that promises “all men are created equal”?


Ask her.


Want to know what kind of hair a perukemaker uses for a wig?


Feel it.


Or what was served at an eighteenth-century coffeehouse?


Taste it.


Or what it’s like to fire the same kind of musket used by soldiers during the American Revolution?


Try it.


This is living history, where you experience the sights and sounds and smells and tastes of colonial and Revolutionary America. And the ideas, too—for it was in Williamsburg, the capital of the largest colony in British America, that democracy took root.


In the Historic Area of Colonial Williamsburg, you can see hundreds of restored, reconstructed, and historically furnished buildings. You can meet the men and women—black, white, and Native American, enslaved and free—who built a new nation. And you can discover connections between past and present that reveal the enduring relevance of America’s founding documents and principles.
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Getting Here


Williamsburg is midway between Richmond and Norfolk on Interstate 64. Take exit 238 and then follow signs to the Colonial Williamsburg Regional Visitor Center.


The nearest airport serving commercial airlines is Newport News–Williamsburg International Airport (PHF), about twenty-five minutes away. Richmond International Airport (RIC) is about forty-five minutes away, and Norfolk International Airport (ORF) is about an hour away. Amtrak and Greyhound serve the Williamsburg Transportation Center, which is just blocks from the Historic Area.


Colonial Williamsburg Regional Visitor Center


The Historic Area is more than three hundred acres, and there is no single right way to visit it. A good place to start is the Visitor Center, where you will find ample free parking. You can buy tickets at several Colonial Williamsburg ticketing locations, but the Visitor Center staff can also help you plan your visit, select the appropriate tickets, and make reservations for dining, lodging, and special programs. At the Visitor Center, you can see Williamsburg—The Story of a Patriot, a movie dramatizing events in Williamsburg on the eve of the American Revolution.


As you leave the Visitor Center, you will find buses that run continuously to the Historic Area. You can alternatively walk from the Visitor Center to the Historic Area—a quarter-mile path takes you back in time to the eighteenth century.


The Visitor Center also has information on other area attractions, including Jamestown and Yorktown.
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Touring the Historic Area


The Historic Area has hundreds of original and reconstructed houses, shops, public buildings, and outbuildings. Some are open to ticketed guests while others are currently used as private residences and administrative offices. Some you tour in a group; some you tour on your own, but interpreters are available to answer questions. Shops and dining taverns are open to the public.


Sites are generally open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with special programming in the evening. Not all sites are open every day, and not all sites are open all day. A flag near a building’s entrance indicates that the site is open.


For the latest information on schedules and programs, go to colonialwilliamsburg.org or download the free official app.


To buy tickets or for more information, go to the Visitor Center, the Lumber House Ticket Office, or the Merchants Square Ticket office; visit colonialwilliamsburg.org; or call 1-800-HISTORY. Tickets are also available at the Art Museums of Colonial Williamsburg and, for hotel guests, at the Williamsburg Inn and the Williamsburg Lodge.





Public Buildings




It was in these buildings that America’s founders met to discuss independence, to debate the nature of the new nation, to worship—and also to eat, discuss business, and hear the latest news and gossip.


Bruton Parish Church. SEE PAGE 96.


Capitol. SEE PAGE 19.


Courthouse. SEE PAGE 64.


Governor’s Palace. SEE PAGE 81.


Magazine. SEE PAGE 64.


Market House. SEE PAGE 62.


Public Gaol. SEE PAGE 49.


Public Hospital. SEE PAGE 101.


Raleigh Tavern. SEE PAGE 31.


R. Charlton’s Coffeehouse. SEE PAGE 22.


Wetherburn’s Tavern. SEE PAGE 36.
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Courthouse


Private Homes


The houses of the Historic Area offer a look at eighteenth-century architecture and furnishings and also at the lives of the gentry, of the “middling sort,” and of the free and enslaved black residents of Williamsburg.


George Wythe House. SEE PAGE 86.


Great Hopes Plantation. SEE PAGE 77.


James Geddy House. SEE PAGE 92.


Peyton Randolph House. SEE PAGE 72.


Thomas Everard House. SEE PAGE 90.





Trades


Colonial Williamsburg’s tradespeople are among the best traditional artisans in the nation. They use period techniques and tools to make re-creations of period products. Unlike other costumed interpreters, they do not portray eighteenth-century characters or speak in eighteenth-century dialects.
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Wheelwright


Apothecary. SEE PAGE 27.


Blacksmith. SEE PAGE 55.


Bookbinder. SEE PAGE 58.


Brickmaker. SEE PAGE 72.


Cabinetmaker. SEE PAGE 70.


Carpenter. SEE PAGE 51.


Cooper. SEE PAGE 89.


Foodways. SEE PAGE 82.


Foundry. SEE PAGE 94.


Gunsmith. SEE PAGE 44.


Historic Farmer. SEE PAGE 70.


Historic Gardener. SEE PAGE 97.


Joiner. SEE PAGE 99.


Leatherworker. SEE PAGE 55.


Milliner and Mantua-maker. SEE PAGE 34.


Printer. SEE PAGE 58.


Shoemaker. SEE PAGE 95.


Silversmith. SEE PAGE 33.


Tailor. SEE PAGE 100.


Tin shop. SEE PAGES 55–56.


Weaver. SEE PAGE 94.


Wheelwright. SEE PAGE 86.


Wigmaker. SEE PAGE 29.





Museums


At the newly expanded Art Museums of Colonial Williamsburg, see thousands of works, including American and British fine, decorative, and mechanical art; American folk art; archaeological artifacts; and architectural fragments. Bassett Hall was home to John D. Rockefeller Jr. and Abby Aldrich Rockefeller.


DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. SEE PAGE 104.


Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum. SEE PAGE 110.


Bassett Hall. SEE PAGE 43.
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Edith Cumbo


Nation Builders


In Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area you will encounter many costumed interpreters. Of special interest are those called “Nation Builders.” These interpreters portray eighteenth-century figures who made significant contributions to America’s enduring story.


Aggie of Turkey Island, an enslaved woman who sued for her freedom and that of her children.


Edith Cumbo, one of a handful of free blacks who lived in Williamsburg during the Revolution.


Patrick Henry, a patriot famed for his stirring oratory.


Thomas Jefferson, a student and then a member of the House of Burgesses in Williamsburg.


James Armistead Lafayette, an enslaved man who spied for the Continental army.


Marquis de Lafayette, a French officer who volunteered for the Continental army and played a key role in the Revolution.


James Madison, who secured passage for Jefferson’s Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom before becoming the “father of the Constitution” and the fourth president.


George Mason, who drafted the Virginia Declaration of Rights, which stated that “all men are by nature equally free and independent.”


Gowan Pamphlet, an enslaved tavern worker who founded a Baptist church for blacks, portrayed both as a young man and a visionary pastor.



Clementina Rind, who after her husband’s death took over the publication of the Virginia Gazette.


Ann Wager, a teacher at the Bray School for African American children in Williamsburg.


George Washington, who is portrayed as a colonel of the Virginia Regiment and as commander in chief of the Continental army and later the first president.


Martha Washington, who provided essential support to George as general and as president.


George Wythe, a leading lawyer and scholar, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and a mentor to Jefferson.





Gardens


Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area gardens range from the formal splendor of the Governor’s Palace gardens to utilitarian kitchen gardens. Even gardens attached to private residences are generally open to the public. Below are some of the most popular gardens.


Alexander Craig House


Alexander Purdie House

Benjamin Powell House

Bracken Tenement

Bryan House

Christiana Campbell’s Tavern

Colonial Garden

David Morton House

Elizabeth Carlos House

George Reid House

George Wythe House

Governor’s Palace

John Blair House

Orlando Jones House

Palmer House

Prentis House

Taliaferro-Cole House

Wetherburn’s Tavern


[image: chpt_fig_251]


[image: chpt_fig_252]




For Families


The entire Historic Area is family friendly, but some options are especially appealing to kids. Note that some of these are open seasonally; check colonialwilliamsburg.org for the schedules.


Animals. SEE PAGE 83.


Blacksmith. SEE PAGE 55.


Carriage and Wagon Rides. SEE PAGE 87.


Chowning’s Tavern. SEE PAGE 132.


Costume rentals. SEE PAGE 140.


Courthouse. SEE PAGE 64.


Evening programs. SEE PAGE 13.


Folk Art Museum. SEE PAGE 110.


Governor’s Palace and gardens, especially the maze. SEE PAGE 81.


James Geddy House. SEE PAGE 92.


Magazine. SEE PAGE 64.


Milliner. SEE PAGE 34.


Native American programs. SEE PAGE 65.


Patriots at Play. SEE PAGE 74.


Play House Stage. SEE PAGE 91.


Raleigh Tavern Bakery. SEE PAGE 134.


Silversmith. SEE PAGE 33.


William Pitt Store. SEE PAGE 140.
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Candlelit concert at the Governor’s Palace



Evening Programs


The Historic Area is alive after nightfall with family-friendly entertainment including singing and dancing, theater and story telling, witches and ghosts. Check colonialwilliamsburg.org to see what is available at the time of your visit.


Highlights for First-Time Guests


Your own interests may lead you to particular sites, but if this is your first visit, consider these:


Art Museums. SEE PAGE 102.


Blacksmith. SEE PAGE 55.


Capitol. SEE PAGE 19.


Courthouse. SEE PAGE 64.


Governor’s Palace. SEE PAGE 81.


Magazine. SEE PAGE 64.


Peyton Randolph House. SEE PAGE 72.
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Accessibility


Colonial Williamsburg’s “Guide for Guests with Disabilities” provides a detailed description of services and facilities available, including parking, restroom locations, wheelchair rentals, telephone assistance, transportation facilities, service animals, sign language interpreters, movie captioning, headsets, and other auxiliary aides. It is available at the Visitor Center.


For more information, contact:


Colonial Williamsburg Regional Visitor Center

101-A Visitor Center Drive

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

(888) 965-7254
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	SEE AND DO
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Duke of Gloucester Street


1 Capitol


Open to ticket holders
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To many colonists, the Stamp Act of 1765 trampled on a fundamental right: that only their elected assemblies could tax them. In May, the twenty-nine-year-old Patrick Henry addressed the Virginia House of Burgesses at the Capitol. He exclaimed, according to an 1817 biography: “Caesar had his Brutus—Charles the first, his Cromwell—and George the third . . .” At this point, Henry was interrupted by cries of “Treason!” He responded without hesitation: “If this be treason, make the most of it.”


Some historians have questioned whether these were Henry’s exact words, but almost all agree that his speech stirred the burgesses to pass resolutions condemning the act of Parliament. Henry’s words inspired Virginians to defend their liberties and moved the colony toward revolution.


Eleven years later, Virginia’s representatives—again meeting in the Capitol, but now as members of the Fifth Virginia Convention instead of as burgesses—instructed their delegates to the Continental Congress to propose independence. In May 1776, while Congress debated Virginia’s motion, the Virginia Convention went ahead and severed ties with Great Britain. The Convention then adopted a Declaration of Rights, which acknowledged such principles as power derived from the people, the right to a trial by jury, prohibition of cruel and unusual punishments, and freedom of religion.


In June of that year, the Convention adopted a constitution that established a new government for Virginia with a governor, a bicameral legislature, and a court system. The delegates then elected Henry governor of the commonwealth.


The Capitol has an H-shaped plan with two wings that reflect the division of power in the colonial government between the elected members of the House of Burgesses and the royal governor and his Council, who were all appointed to lifetime tenure by the king. In addition to serving as the administrative head of colonial government, the royal governor and Council exercised control as the upper house of Virginia’s legislature and as the justices in the General Court, the highest court in the colony, which met on the first floor of the west wing. When meeting in their executive and legislative roles, these powerful gentlemen made use of the Council Chamber, the most ornate room in the building, on the second floor of the west wing.














The DECLARATION of RIGHTS









2 Secretary’s Office


Private










3 Palmer House


Private






4 R. Charlton’s Coffeehouse


Open to ticket holders




















PEACE PIPES













5 Edinburgh Castle Tavern


Private






6 John Crump House


Private






7 Nicolson Store


Private










8 Shields Tavern


Open to the public






9 Pasteur & Galt Apothecary Shop


Open to ticket holders












10 Scrivener Store


Private






11 Alexander Craig House


Private






12 John Coke Office


Private






13 Alexander Purdie House


Part of the King’s Arms Tavern








14 King’s Arms Tavern


Open to the public






15 Wigmaker (King’s Arms Barber Shop)


Open to ticket holders







































16 Charlton House


Private






17 Raleigh Tavern


Open to ticket holders

















LOVESTRUCK














18 Raleigh Tavern Bakery (Raleigh Tavern Kitchen)


Open to the public






19 The Unicorn’s Horn and John Carter’s Store


Private






20 Silversmith (The Golden Ball)


Trade shop open to ticket holders; store open to the public













The ALCHEMIST















21 Milliner (Margaret Hunter Shop)


Open to ticket holders















22 Liberty Lounge (Margaret Hunter Workshop)


Open to ticketed members of the military






23 Russell House


Private






24 Prentis House


Private






25 Wetherburn’s Tavern


Open to ticket holders



















26 Tarpley’s Store


Open to the public






Waller Street


27, 28 Benjamin Powell House and Office


Open for special programs only








29 Elizabeth Carlos House


Private






30 Christiana Campbell’s Tavern


Open to the public









31 The Blue Bell


Private






32 Powell’s Tenement


Private






33 Presbyterian Meetinghouse (George Davenport Stable)


Open to ticket holders






34 Isham Goddin Shop


Private






35, 36 David Morton House and Shop


Private











York Street


37 George Jackson House and Store


Private






38 Cogar Shop


Private






39 Robert Nicolson House


Private






Francis Street


40 Benjamin Waller House


Private













41 Bassett Hall


Open to ticket holders












42 George Davenport House


Private






43, 44 James Moir House and Shop


Private






45 Gunsmith (Ayscough House)


Open to ticket holders









The WEAPON that WON INDEPENDENCE















46, 47 William Finnie House and Quarters


Private







48 Nelson-Galt Office


Private






49, 50 Nelson-Galt House and Kitchen


Private






51 Shields Stable


Private






52 Chiswell-Bucktrout House


Private










Nicholson Street


53 Coke-Garrett House


Private






54 Public Gaol


Open to ticket holders












55 Booker Tenement


Private












56 William Randolph Lodgings


Private






57 Carpenter’s Yard


Open to ticket holders
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Duke of Gloucester Street


58 Brick House Tavern


Private






59 James Anderson House


Private






60 James Anderson’s Blacksmith Shop and Public Armoury


Open to ticket holders
















61 Mary Stith House


Private






62 William Pitt Store


Open to the public






63 William Waters House


Private











64 Waters Storehouse


Private






65 Holt’s Storehouse


Private






66 M. Dubois Grocer (Hunter’s Store)


Open to the public







67 Printer and Bookbinder (Printing Office and Post Office)


Open to ticket holders














68 Printing Office Workshop


Private






69 George Pitt House


Private











70 Prentis Store


Open to the public







71, 72 Orlando Jones House and Office


Private






73 George Reid House


Private






75, 74 William Lightfoot House and Kitchen


Private






76 Peter Hay’s Shop


Private






77 Ludwell-Paradise House


Private







78 The Red Lion


Private






79 Chowning’s Tavern


Open to the public






80 Market Square Tavern


Private









81 Market House


Open to the public










82 Pump House


Open to the public










83, 84 Magazine and Guardhouse


Magazine open to ticket holders; Guardhouse private












85 Courthouse


Open to ticket holders













NATIVE AMERICA N PROGRAMS












Francis Street


86 Ewing House


Private






87 Moody House


Private






88 Dr. Barraud House


Private






89 Lewis House


Private






90 Orrell House


Private






92 The Quarter


Private












93 Richard Crump House


Private






94, 95 Bracken Kitchen and Tenement


Private






96, 97 Masonic Lodge and Kitchen


Private






98 Lightfoot House


Private






99 Lightfoot Tenement


Private






100, 101 Nicholas-Tyler Office and Nicholas-Tyler Laundry


Private









Nicholson Street


102 Elizabeth Reynolds House


Private






103 Hay’s Cabinetmaking Shop


Open to ticket holders










Historic Farmer


Open to ticket holders






104 Ludwell-Paradise Stable


Private






105, 106, 107 Tayloe House, Office, and Kitchen


Private










AX RANGE








108 Ludwell Tenement


Private






109 Brickyard


Open to ticket holders










110 Peyton Randolph House


Open to ticket holders


















The FATHER of HIS COUNTRY
















PATRIOTS at PLAY






111 Grissell Hay Lodging House


Private






112 St. George Tucker House


Open to select donor society members












On path to Visitor Center


113 Great Hopes Plantation


Open to ticket holders






114 Windmill


Private
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Palace Green


115 Governor’s Palace


Open to ticket holders






















116 Foodways (Governor’s Palace Kitchen)


Open to ticket holders


















































117, 118 Robert Carter House and Office


Private












119 McKenzie Shop


Open to the public






120 Elkanah Deane House


Private











121 Wheelwright (Elkanah Deane Shop)


Open to ticket holders








122 George Wythe House


Open to ticket holders

























































PROFESSOR WYTHE
















123 Cooperage (George Wythe Lumber House)


Open to ticket holders














124 Thomas Everard House


Open to ticket holders


























	Wine (in gallons)
	Ale (in gallons)
	Beer (in gallons)





	Rundlet —18
	Firkin —8
	Firkin —9



	Barrel —31½
	Kilderkin —16
	Kilderkin —18



	Tierce —42
	Barrel —32
	Barrel —36



	Hogshead —63
	Hogshead —48
	Hogshead —54



	Puncheon —84
	
	



	Pipe —126
	
	



	Tun —252
	
	
















125 Play House Stage


Open to ticket holders








126 Levingston Kitchen


Private









Duke of Gloucester Street


127 Roscow Cole House


Private






128 Mary Dickinson Store


Private






129, 130 James Geddy House and Shop


Open to ticket holders















CAESAR HOPE’S SHOP






131 Geddy Foundry


Open to ticket holders










132 Weaver (Greenhow Tenement)


Open to ticket holders










A SECRET ADMIRER












133 Greenhow Brick Office


Private






134 Shoemaker’s Shop


Open to ticket holders















135, 136 John Greenhow Store and House


Store open to the public; house private






137 John Greenhow Lumber House


Open to the public






138 Bruton Parish Church


Open to the public












139 Custis Tenement


Private






140 Colonial Garden and Nursery


Open to ticket holders








141 Hartwell Perry’s Tavern


Private












142 Joiner (Taliaferro-Cole Shop)


Open to ticket holders








143 Taliaferro-Cole House


Private






144 African American Religion Exhibit (Taliaferro-Cole Stable)


Open to the public








145 Bowden-Armistead House


Private









146 Bryan House


Private






147 Catherine Blaikley House


Private






148 Tailor (Durfey Shop)


Open to ticket holders








149, 150 John Blair House and Kitchen


Private






Francis Street


151 Custis Kitchen


Private






152 Public Hospital of 1773


Open to ticket holders






153 Travis House


Private









Make a Difference: Giving to Colonial Williamsburg


Founded in 1926, The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation is a nonprofit educational institution and the largest living history museum in the United States. The Foundation receives no federal or state funding and instead relies on generous philanthropic initiatives in support of its mission: to feed the human spirit by sharing America’s enduring story.


These charitable donations allow the Foundation to preserve more than six hundred restored and reconstructed buildings, curate and conserve our remarkable collection of early American art and material culture, provide world-class educational outreach programming, and present history so that visitors appreciate the lasting relevance of America’s founding democratic principles in today’s society.


By appealing to guests of all ages and demographics through a range of experiences, Colonial Williamsburg illuminates our nation’s story so that we—as participants in this ongoing experiment in self-governance and enlightened citizenship—continue to learn from the people, events, and ideals that shaped America. More information on giving to the Foundation can be found online by visiting colonialwilliamsburg.org or by calling 1-888-293-1776.
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