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In his book, 'Teaching as Jesus Taught', Zuck asks the question whether there was a difference between Jesus' teaching and preaching.  His answer to this question is very significant and should be kept in mind during your study of this module:

"Preaching was for evangelization, to bring sinners to Jesus Christ.  Teaching was for edification, to instruct believers in Christ.  In preaching, Jesus announced; in teaching, he instructed.  One was proclaiming; the other was explaining.  In his preaching he called for repentance; in his teaching, he called for discipleship.  One was a summons to become a believer; the other was a summons to live the life of a believer"

Many times, during evangelistic campaigns, the emphasis falls only on the fact of leading people to accept Jesus as their Savior.  Taking this step by grace is wonderful but a person at this moment in his or her life could, like a newly planted tree, easily be uprooted.

The Church, through its spiritual leadership, has an enormous and very responsible task as far as the edification of its members is concerned.  The Teaching Ministry of the Church is not optional but utterly basic and extremely essential.

May God guide you and keep you as you venture out on your calling to teach the people of God!
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A Teaching Ministry: Introduction
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Many new and experienced pastors have trouble with the idea of catechesis or a teaching ministry.  

To begin with, it is not easy to decide what catechesis is.  

Secondly, there are many different answers to the question of who should be taught, what they should be taught, and who should do the teaching.  

Once that problem has been solved, the next question to be answered is how this teaching should be done.  Do you set up a school with teachers like government schools, or is there a way that is distinctive of and exclusive to a Christian teaching ministry?

We will try to deal with as many of these questions as possible in the next few Chapters.

To begin with, we will look at teaching as an essential characteristic of the Church.
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We can define the Church in the following way, the Church is:

	All those who have been chosen and set aside by God the Father


	To be gathered as a new community in the Name of Jesus Christ


	In faithful response to his personal call,


	In absolute obedience to their one Lord, Jesus Christ,


	Who are cleansed of their sins by the blood of Christ.


	And who are sealed, guided, and kept by the Holy Spirit.


From this broad definition of the Church, we could go on and state the following:

	Every Church is always the Church of Jesus Christ: it does not serve itself or exist for its own purposes.


	It exists only by the grace of Christ, based on his atoning work and subsequent calling.


	It is also ruled by only one king - Jesus Christ and serves only Him and his purposes.


His purposes can be summarized under "The Kingdom of God." This term refers not to a place but to God's actual dominion or his effective exercise of authority and its recognition by people who serve God.  

God's kingdom exists where people accept God's authority and consciously subject themselves to Him through the Holy Spirit, based on Christ's saving work.  

This kingdom is the objective of all Christ's work: He wants to bring people into this sphere of God's rulership by reconciling them to God and calling them to obedience to God's Word.

To this end, Christ sends out his servants to bring people into contact with the Word of God, primarily through preaching it (Matthew 28:18-20).

In the time of the New Testament, these servants were called apostles.  In modern times, they are called ministers or pastors, even evangelists and missionaries.

However, it is not only these people who have a special calling for preaching the Word!  In his first letter, the apostle Peter teaches us that all believers are called to proclaim the saving works of Him who called them out of darkness into his marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).  

For this reason, we speak of the office of the believer (or the priesthood of all believers) next to the office of the pastor or evangelist!

It is, therefore, clear that the Church, through its official ministry and the work of its members, functions as the instrument through which salvation comes to people in the form of the Word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit!
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Of course, there are many ways to do this teaching work: through preaching, Bible studies, diaconal work in the community, missionary work (evangelism), personal counseling, and through direct teaching ministry.  

In these Chapters, we will focus on the teaching ministry, sometimes referring to the overlapping areas with other aspects of ministry but mainly dealing only with teaching.
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