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​Introduction
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The Church of God in Christ is a church built on spiritual principles and practices. The church is known for its order and respect of its leaders. The C.O.G.I.C. Protocols Series is developed to help those within the church execute their duties and ministries within the standards set by the church.

In this publication

In this publication, we will discuss the mandate of the expeditor and the master/mistress of ceremony in C.O.G.I.C. religious services. Protocols and procedures are given for the execution of this duty. In addition, spiritual guidelines and practical application are provided. The information will provide clarity and instruction for those fulfilling the ministry in the church.
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​Section 1

The Purpose of the Expeditor
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The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. (Mark 1:3)

The overall purpose of the expeditor is to ensure proper order and decorum is maintained in the spiritual setting. The expeditor must maintain focus and discretion, while allowing for unforeseen fluctuations in any given setting.

The Objective of the Expeditor

The expeditor prepares and leads the people into proper worship.

Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people. - Isaiah 62:10

A. Expedite:  to execute promptly; to accelerate the process or progress of – Miriam Webster Dictionary.

B. Other titles for Expeditors: Facilitators, Master or Mistress of Ceremony, Moderators, and the Like.

C. Prepare the Way of the People: 

The expeditor makes sure the setting goes according to plan, schedule, program, or instructions in a timely, professional, and spiritual manner.

The Order of the Expeditor

Even in the scriptures, Paul gave guidelines for the operation of the gifts in the religious setting. When he concluded his admonitions, he writes,

Let all things be done decently and in order. (I Corinthians 14:40)

In the Pentecostal worship service, there are times of exuberance and praise and the manifestations of spiritual gifts, such as tongues and prophecy. The expeditor must not be afraid to maintain order, even when these things are in demonstration.
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​Section 2

The Ministry of the Expeditor
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Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: (2 Peter 1:10)

Three-Fold Purpose: Foundationally sets the tone for the Administration of the Word. The expeditor should view his or her role as the governing ministry in the setting. The expeditor ministry is always in subjection to the Pastor or organizer of the setting. The expeditor should have a threefold mission. 

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. - Isaiah 42:16

Focus 

The first purpose of the expeditor’s role is to bring focus to the hearts and minds of the people by establishing the goals of the setting as the people are addressed. Oftentimes, people’s attention needs to be redirected from the affairs and cares of the life to properly engage in the service at hand.

Facilitate

Second, the expeditor has to be spiritually aware to facilitate the move of the Holy Spirit in a service. When gifts like speaking and tongues and prophecy are in operation, the expeditor must be able to allow these things to be done in an orderly fashion. 

There will be times when the Spirit will move on the congregation with great power or lead individuals to move in some form of ministry. The expeditor must know how to administrate these things. 

Fortify

Third, the expeditor must fortify the service against disorder and guard against spiritual attacks. In the Book of Job, we discover that when the angels gathered together, Lucifer came before God as well. This demonstrates that even in the religious setting, the enemy will do things to bring distraction and disorders. 

In the Pentecostal setting, this sometimes is demonstrated in false “moves” and manifestations masquerading as a work of the Spirit, Paul said that the devil will appear as an angel of light. In services, the enemy can cause emotional upheavals to hinder people from receiving the word of God. Again, when in doubt, the expeditor should look to the Pastor or the organizer of the event or service.
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​Section 3

The Mission of the Forerunner
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And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. (Luke 1:17)

The expeditor serves the service as John did the coming of Christ. The expeditor foundationally sets the tone for the Administration of the Word. The expeditor should view his or her role as the governing ministry in the setting. The expeditor’s ministry is always in subjection to the Pastor or organizer of the setting. The expeditor should have a threefold mission. 

The Ministry of the Forerunner 

The expeditor’s role parallels the ministry of John the Baptist.

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

A. John prepared the people for the coming of the Lord. - The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. (Mark 1:3)

B. John had a clear, concise, prophetic message. – In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Matthew 3:1-2

C. John understood his place – I am not the one” – And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 22Then said they unto him, who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 23He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. John 1:21-23

D. John exercised spiritual discernment – The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. John 1:29

E. John understood when it was time for him to decrease and move off the scene – He must increase, but I must decrease. John 3:30

The Purpose of the Forerunner

It is then established that John’s ministry is a prime example of the expeditor’s role. John knew that his ministry was preparatory for the coming of the Messiah. The expeditor must know that how they facilitate should prepare the people for the ministry of the Word. 

Whatever exhortations and directives they give as they expedite the service should prepare the hearts and minds of the people to receive the engrafted word of God. 

John had one message which was to call the 

people to repentance. Likewise, the expeditor has one “message” which to exhort the people to worship God and receive the coming message and messenger.

John understood that he was not the Messiah. The expeditor should know that they are not in place to preach and teach, but to prepare the people to receive the designated messenger.

John exercised discernment to know which people were truly repentant as opposed to those who genuinely wanted his ministry. The expeditor has to know what things are necessary and unnecessary in the religious setting. 

Finally, John understood that his ministry was limited and that it was coming to its conclusion. 

He must increase, but I must decrease. (John 3:30)

The expeditor must know that their involvement in the service is limited and should know  when  to  bring  the  service  in  order  to receive the word of God.
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