


 
 
 









Merry Christmas from…
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This book is dedicated to my mother, who has always been creative in everything she does, especially with her Christmas cards, and to my children, who have patiently posed for mine
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Photograph by Tanya Malott, design by Karen Robert











Introduction





Sending out Christmas cards has changed in the last thirty years. With cheaper printing and more people going digital, it’s now almost obligatory for people to send out pictures of their children, themselves, or even their pets. Usually parents feel compelled to dress up their children, haul them in front of a camera, and pray for good results. Some don’t really care about being original or creative, some care but don’t have the time, others have the time but not the inspiration. But we still love receiving these cards; it’s a chance to catch up with friends, note how big their children are getting, and catch up on their lives. What we get the biggest kick out of, though, is receiving cards by our friends who somehow found the time, the inspiration, or the good luck to create cards that stand out on the mantelpiece—those cards that somehow rise above the rest and surprise us with their irrepressible creativity, off-beat uniqueness, or sheer genius. This book is about the cards that make us slap our foreheads and say, “Why didn’t I think of that?”


I admit to being a bit obsessed with Christmas cards. I keep a notebook full of ideas, and months before Christmas I start thinking about our annual card far more than a normal person should. Probably it’s my way of keeping my brain active while caring for four children. When I got the idea for this book I began in earnest tracking down the wonderful and wacky cards that I love; after looking through tens of thousands of people’s personal cards, I finally selected these 150. My criteria were that they had to be extremely funny, strange, delightful, beautiful, or touching, and that they had to actually have been sent out as Christmas cards. None are commercial cards.


What I think makes these cards even more interesting is that they are not created for the masses; they are meant to be seen by only a select few before they are, more often than not, thrown away. In this way Christmas cards are almost an exclusive art form; they become even more precious when you realize how temporary they are meant to be. Many cards that I thought were amazing couldn’t be included because the file or negative had been lost. This book documents some enchanting cards so that they are saved for others to see and be inspired by.


I would like to thank all of the people who created these cards for sharing them with us and allowing us a glimpse into their private lives. For some, allowing us to reprint their cards was a difficult decision, as if I were asking them to send their personal cards to absolute strangers; in a sense, that is indeed what I was asking of them. In fact, to further this idea, many people have included a holiday greeting. They all have a different way of saying it, but underneath, the message is the same: one of gratitude, warm wishes, or just an excuse to make someone laugh with joy. Isn’t that what this time of year is all about?
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Photograph by Michael Donnelly, design by Karen Robert, graphics by Andy Kaynor


It seems appropriate, therefore, that 50 percent of my proceeds for this book go to charity; the creativity found here does not belong to me, after all. The charity was an obvious choice: The Smile Train, which provides free surgery to children with cleft palates in the developing world. Since there are so many smiling children on the following pages, it seems right that this book provides other children with the ability to smile fully for the first time in their lives. Happiness is contagious, after all.


Merry Christmas,
Karen Robert
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The Smile Train is an organization dedicated to providing free cleft lip and palate surgery to millions of children in the developing world. Without this surgery, most will never eat or speak properly. They are often not allowed to attend school or hold a job, and some are even abandoned. Without surgery, children in developing countries have no chance at a normal life.


Helping these children is the mission of The Smile Train. They provide free surgery for children who would otherwise not receive it. They have a unique approach of empowering local doctors in developing countries to perform surgeries that cost as little as $250 and take as little as forty-five minutes. This medical miracle gives these children not just a new smile but a second chance at life.


On the facing page is a Christmas card from The Smile Train showing just a few of the children they have helped. For more information go to www.smiletrain.org or call 1-877-543-7645.
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Courtesy of the Smile Train
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Do not open until Christmas.
Marc Battaglia
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Let it snow.
Marc Battaglia
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Greta Mansour
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Blessed are they who see Christmas through the eyes of a child.
James David Phenicie
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Hugo Burnand
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Hugo Burnand
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Merry Christmas!
Anthea Bosch


[image: image]

Jay Shoots
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Peace on Earth.
Andrea Wolff
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Hoe, hoe, hoe.
Andrea Wolff
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Christmas is in the details.
Photograph by Ed Chiquitucto, design by Dan Driscoll
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Photograph by Sean Randall, design by Sean and Tracy Randall


[image: image]

I peaked with my first Christmas card.
Happy Holidays from Iceland.

Photograph by Gudjon Jonsson, design by Guomundur Johansson
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To my favorite elf. From Santa’s little helper.
Michael James
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Chrissy White
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Family, we’ve never been closer. 
Happy Holidays.

J. Cam Barker
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Photograph by Alicia Kuehn, designed by Adam Stevens/Atom design Lab
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Peace and brotherly love.
Carol Rice
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“Christmas, children, is not a date. It is a state of mind.”
—Mary Ellen Chase
Eric L. Gaddy
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Jay Shoots


[image: image]

Merry Christmas from Capri.
Andrea D’Agostino
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Joy to the world.
Tanya Malott
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Wishing you the joy of new things in the holiday season and beyond.
© Barbara Vaughn Photography
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Have a swell Christmas.

Photograph by Archive Holdings Inc./Getty Images, design by Simon Abrams
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Design by Doug Kochmanski
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…hope you’re surviving yours.

Design by Hillary Wilson
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Have a very Merry Christmas, from all of us.
Design by Matthias Plunkett
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Melissa Forman and Michael Jewell
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Happy Christmas.

Photograph by Mike Warren, design by Bob Smith
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Merry Christmas from Santa’s little helpers.

Created by Phillip Baird
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Merry Christmas.
Julie Mixon
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Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from the Rapscallion Russells.
Mark Sanders
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All I want for Christmas is treats.
Brandon Stirling
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Do these antlers make me look fat?
Caterina Giordano
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Here’s wishing you all the cookies you want this holiday season.
Hollie Rockwell
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Happy Holidays.

Lyn Topinka
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Marc Wensel
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“…and so, during these holiday seasons, we thank our blessings.”
—George W. Bush

Design by Simon Abrams
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Sylvie Mulcahey
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Tanya Malott
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Karen Robert
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Photograph by Lucinda Wierenga, sand castle built by Dave Downs
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Design by David and Mary Creighton
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May all your holiday wishes come true.
Ken Trombotore and Jenny Boyd
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If we don’t run into a large steel ship, if we don’t drown in the storm or get soaked in the rain, if there is no mutiny on the ship, then we we will reach our destination.
Zoya Frolova and Janis Jakobson
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Don’t talk to strangers in the New Year—dance with them.
Zoya Frolova and Janis Jakobson
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I spy a little red wagon, a pair of penguins and the name Riley; five candy kisses, a toy soldier, a hidden Mickey, a Jedi Knight and Tanner; three stars, a doe, a deer, a saddle, and two angels.
Chris Powell
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Wishing you a perfect Christmas.
Jeff Holmes Photography
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Happy Holidays from TQ Express.

Photo collage by Mike Newton
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Santa’s staff meeting.
Photograph by Sean Browne, design by Kari and Sean Browne
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Design by Trey Walker
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For many years after the incident, Lauren remained on Santa’s “naughty” list.
Patrick Fitzgerald


[image: image]

Photograph and design by David S. April
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Merry Christmas from Santa’s little…uh, helpers.
Created by John and Willma Redhed
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Gingerbread triplets lined up in a row, sending holiday greetings to all that we know.
Photograph and design by Patricia Roush
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Photograph and design by Chris Powell
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Design © Betsy Cordes
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Revolting children.
Hugo Burnand
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Tiffany Brubaker Photography
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God made her for us…. Merry Christmas.
Frank C. Coffin
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