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Forward: Why Pay Any Attention to Religious Prophecies?
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You may or may not be religious, so you might wonder why you would want to pay any attention to religious prophecies.

Well as it turns out, about 84% of the world’s population identifies with some religious group. And the bulk of the those in a religious group are in groups that profess belief in some type of prophecies.

While this author has been writing books relating to prophecies of numerous groups, including biblical, Hindu, Buddhist, Tao, New Age, Freemason, and Native American ones, this book is focused on biblical prophecies as well as Islamic ones, plus some Greco-Roman Catholic ones.

A Pew Research study found that 31.7% of the world’s population are part of a religion that uses the Bible (including Jews, real Christians, and professing Christians) with an additional 23.2% as part of Islam (which, to a degree, also uses the Bible).​[1]

That means that most people in the world (54.9%) are, to some degree, somehow aligned with teachings from the Bible and/or from Islam. World Population Review asserts that there are over 2 billion Muslims currently on the earth.​[2]

It has been stated that, “Islam maintains that humanity stands in need of Divine Guidance in order to attain true prosperity in this life and the next.”​[3] Most who claim Christianity and Judaism would agree with that statement.

Many in the Jewish, Greco-Roman Catholic, Christian, Protestant, Mormon, and Islamic world believe that we are in the “end times” and often will point to various prophecies by their writers and seers as proof of this as well as to state what they think will happen.

And beyond that, there are people in many religious groups who believe it is their duty to take steps to enable the fulfillment of various predictions. Therefore, even if ALL prophecies are false, the fact that perhaps billions are in groups that believe in them means that you and your family will be affected by them.

Furthermore, since all prophecies are NOT false, if you live long enough, the fulfillment of some of them will impact you as well.

This book is mainly focused on those prophecies related to the Bible, Islam, lands that are dominated by Islam, as well as some of the ramifications of them on other lands. 
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1. The Bible, Quran, Islam, and the People of the Book
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Islam considers that the biblically-faithful leaders long practiced the Islamic faith. 

As far as prophecies go, various Islamic ones are similar to certain ones in the Bible.

Now regarding the Bible, it was written over the course of nearly 1600 years. Biblical literalists (including this author) point to its first writer as Moses (with Genesis as his first book, 15th century B.C./B.C.E.) and the last writer as being the Apostle John (with Revelation as his last book). About forty men were directly involved in actually writing the Bible. The last book of the Bible was written c. 95 A.D./C.E. 

The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek by various prophets and biblical figures. The Hebrew and Aramaic scriptures are considered God’s word by Orthodox Jews. Christians accept those writings and normally refer to them as the Old Testament. Christians also accept the Greek texts, known as the New Testament, as the word of God. Jews do not accept the New Testament as scripture, whereas Christians and Muslims consider the Old and New Testaments to be scripture, in part of what is commonly called the Bible.

(As far as how we got the Bible, that is covered in our  free eBook, available at ccog.org, titled Who Gave the World the Bible?)

Islam, the Quran, and People of the Book

Islam was formally started in the 7th century A.D./C.E. by one known as Muhammad in Medina and Mecca. Islam was a movement claiming to return to the original faith of biblically-listed persons such as Abraham, Noah, Moses, King Solomon, John the Baptist, Mary, and Jesus.​[4] 

Its holy book, the Quran, was written in Arabic. The Quran consists of 114 chapters, called suras (or surahs). Muslims believe that the Quran was orally revealed by God to their prophet, Muhammad, through the archangel Gabriel (often spelled Jibreel by Muslims). Muslims believe this happened incrementally over a period of some 23 years, beginning on Laylat Al Qadr, when Muhammad was 40, and concluding in 632, the year of his death at age 61–62. 

According to Islamic tradition, several of Muhammad's companions served as scribes, recording the revelations from Gabriel (the Mormons also claim that an angel gave them their Book of Mormon—the Bible warns against accepting a different gospel even if it comes from “an angel in heaven” in Galatians 1:8). Shortly after Muhammad’s death, the Quran was compiled by the companions, who had written down or memorized parts of it. 

Muslims consider that the Quran is the very word of God, and anything in it that may contradict the Bible either 1) supersedes the Bible or 2) the contradictory portion of the Bible was not in the original text as it was allegedly altered by the Jews and/or the Greco-Romans and/or Christians. But it should be pointed out that the latter (2 above) is mainly a later Muslim tradition. The Quran itself does NOT say that the Bible itself was altered, but instead it states that many people have distorted its meaning (Sura 3:78; 2:75-79; 5:12-13), which, of course, is true. It reportedly was a later tradition, introduced in the 12th-15th centuries that concluded that the Bible had been tampered with.​[5]  Furthermore, many Islamic traditions have affected how many view passages in the Quran, which do not really contradict the Bible.

Slightly similar to the Talmud in Judaism,​[6] Muslims have hadiths, which provide interpretative explanations of the Quran and contain statements attributed to Muhammad. While hadiths serve as supplementary texts to the Quran, they are not considered more authoritative than the Quran itself, but rather offer guidance on understanding and applying Quranic teachings in various contexts. Numerous hadiths are cited in this book to show and provide support for Muslim claimed positions on various topics.

The Quran claims that Muslims worship the same God as the Jews (e.g. Sura 29:26). Muhammad asserts the Quran is a confirmation of the scriptures that God gave to the children of Israel, not that the scriptures in the Bible are not valid (the italicized footnote comment below is from Quran.com):


We believe in Allah and what has been revealed to us; and what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and his descendants; and what was given to Moses, Jesus, and other prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them. And to Allah we all submit. (Sura 2:136)

Believe in My revelations which confirm your Scriptures.1 (Sura 2:41)

Footnote - 1

This refers to the passages in the Torah and the Gospel


So, Muhammad taught that people should believe the Bible and that his teachings confirmed it, not that they overrode it.

That said, Islam claims to be older than Mosaic Judaism or Christianity​[7] because it claims to represent the true faith of Abraham (Sura 2:135).

Muslims properly lament that many humans have used various idols as part of their worship to supposedly get closer to the true God (Sura 39:3).

Some Muslims believe that Muhammad was the prophesied ‘Comforter’ of John 15:23, the ‘Prophet’ of John 1:25, as well as the ‘watchman’ of Isaiah 21:6-9, whereas others believe that the Jews and Christians changed the Bible to remove its supposed references to Muhammad ​[8]—though that is not something that the Quran actually teaches. Some Muslims also claim that Hindu prophecies predicted Muhammad, whom they say is referred to as Ahmad.​[9]

Muslims denounce the trinity that Emperor Theodosius’ Council of Constantinople endorsed in 381 A.D. And the Quran warns of punishment for those who push trinitarian assertions (Sura 5:73). 

Notice something else from the Quran related to believers:


Indeed, the believers, Jews, Christians, and Sabians—whoever ˹truly˺ believes in Allah and the Last Day and does good will have their reward with their Lord. And there will be no fear for them, nor will they grieve. (Sura 2:62)

People of the Book ... Some of them are faithful, but most are rebellious. They can never inflict harm on you, except a little annoyance. But if they meet you in battle, they will flee and they will have no helpers. ... 

Yet they are not all alike: there are some among the People of the Book who are upright, ... They believe in Allah and the Last Day, encourage good and forbid evil, and race with one another in doing good. They are ˹truly˺ among the righteous. They will never be denied the reward for any good they have done. (Sura 3:110-115)


The “People of the Book” is a reference to Jews and professing Christians, whether or not they are faithful. Notice that the Quran says that the faithful ones do not inflict harm, do not fight in battles, believe in God, believe in the Last Day, encourage good, forbid evil, and are considered among the righteous. 

(The Sabians were a group who lived mainly in Iraq and believed in a Supreme Being, and may have considered that their teachings came from Adam, his son Seth, Noah, his son Shem, Moses, and others including John the Baptist.​[10]) 

The Quran also tells its followers “You will ... be ... the most gracious to be those who call themselves Christian” (Sura 5:82)—sadly many Muslims do not do that, though this author’s personal experience with them has generally been gracious.

Muslims believe that following the teachings of the prophets, regardless of their specific faith tradition, is essential for salvation. Sincere Jews, Christians, and followers of other Abrahamic-attached faiths who adhere to the teachings of their respective prophets (e.g. Moses for the Jews and Jesus for the Christians) may find salvation according to Islamic beliefs (cf. also Sura 2:177). Islam, however, sees few people in such groups as sincere.

Muslims have noted that after Roman Emperors got involved, some of those emperors tried to get Christians to accept their preferred changed version of the faith—which Muslims see as a departure from the teachings of the prophets—this caused difficulties for those who would not change to the imperial sect, so the faithful had to relocate to avoid persecution.​[11]

The Quran, itself, refers to two distinct groups of Christians with one group it suggests was/is faithful and the larger group that was/is not (e.g. Suras 2:137; 5:64; 57:27).​[12] 

Let it be noted here that scholars realize that early Christians were NOT militaristic, hence they did not inflict harm. It was basically only after Emperor Constantine that the majority of those who claimed Christianity became militaristic.​[13] No Christian, faithful to the original Christian teachings and practices, has harmed Muslims, other than perhaps being, as the Quran claims, occasionally some type of “little annoyance” (Sura 3:111). Instead of sometimes being considered by Islam as a “little annoyance,” faithful Christians are to live the way that Jesus endorsed and let their lights shine so others will glorify God (Matthew 5:14-16). Their teachings should provide hope to all, including all Muslims, which is part of why this particular book was written.

Muslims would not consider that Continuing Church of God (CCOG) Christians were idolators the way they have tended to consider the Greco-Roman professors of Christ. Let it also be noted that those who held to the original faith did not become “Crusaders.” Furthermore, original Christians did not use nor venerate crosses nor accept the adoption of the Greco-Roman trinity (for references on that, see also the free eBook, online at ccog.org, titled: Beliefs of the Original Catholic Church: Could a remnant group have continuing apostolic succession?). The truly faithful remain that way, as well as being pacifists, to this day. We in the CCOG also observe a Holy Day (Leviticus 23:36b) commonly called ‘the Last Great Day’ (cf. John 7:37) which helps remind us of God’s plan for the ‘Last Day.’

As most scholars realize, original Christians would not eat pork. According to the Roman Catholic Liber Pontificalis, it was a Bishop of Rome named Eleutherius that declared that his followers could eat biblically unclean meats c. 180 A.D.​[14] Those faithful in the Church of God did not accept that declaration. Like Muslims, the faithful in the Church of God have avoided pork consumption throughout the entire church age, even though Emperor Constantine once ordered the death penalty for Christians in Jerusalem who refused to eat pork.​[15]

Some believe that “Nontrinitarianist” “Judeao-Christians” (who would have tended to have original Christian Church of God practices) directly influenced Islam in Muhammad’s formative years.​[16] As “... it is possible to recognize in the Qur’an some theologoumena that are like those attributed to ‘Judaeo-Christian’ doctrines or practices “though some scholars think the similarities are “little more than phenomenological coincidences.”​[17] But it looks like more than coincidences. The Judeao-Christians “early in the seventh century” sometimes called “Nazarenes were still fairly numerous” in Arabia and Persia. ​[18]

Another source stated, related to “premillennial” end-time prophecies, “it is nearly impossible to conceive of the Muslim concept being developed independently of the Jewish and Christian traditions.”​[19] That same source mentioned that since the Greco-Roman Churches had done away with many original prophetic beliefs by the time of Muhammad, that perhaps Muhammad came in contact with Christians who held the original prophetic millennial views. Those, then, could have been passed on to him by the “Judeao-Christians” who continued with the original beliefs.

As Islam claims to be the faith of Abraham, that would tend to make it closer to that of Judeao—Christians than that of the Greco-Roman faiths. Such claimed ties to Abraham could account for some of the similarities of Islam to the CCOG. The original “Judeao—Christian” faith seems to be the one which professes Christ that the Quran is more favorable towards.​[20]

Allah

In Arabic, the word Islam means “submission to God.” The Bible teaches:


6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 

7 Therefore submit to God. (James 4:6-7)


All who are faithful need to be humble enough and truly submit to God. Islam is right that we need to submit to God—most who profess Christianity, sadly will not do that.

Related to Islam, the late Church of God leader, Herbert W. Armstrong stated to then Egyptian President Anwar Sadat who concurred with him:


‘The God. We call him God.’ And I said, ‘I believe you call him, Allah.’​[21] 


Herbert W. Armstrong also stated that like the Book of Genesis (Genesis 1:26), the Quran refers to the Creator of humans in the plural (Suras 7:11; 23:12-14).​[22] Yet, Muslims generally discount that the Quran clearly does so.

Related to the name plurality and the name Allah, the old Radio/Worldwide Church of God taught:


Daniel and Ezra TRANSLATED the Hebrew names for God into the Aramaic word ELAH! ... El is perhaps the primary Hebrew word used to express the attribute of the divine all-ruling Creator. It is a root common to most of the Semitic languages, found in Babylonian and Ugaritic literature and appearing in Arabic as Allah. Eloah seems to be a variant form of El though the singular is not used frequently. However, the plural is one of the most frequently used words in the Bible. ...

Elohim serves very well to express the idea of the divine Family. It can apply to every member or to one member without changing form. For example, the plural verb in Gen.1:26 obviously takes more than one person.​[23]

El ... “a father is El.” ... El is perhaps the most primary form used to express the attribute of the divine all-ruling Creator. It is a root ... appearing in Arabic as Allah.​[24]


We see that Allah is an Arabic translation from what is in the Old Testament. And grammatical terms in the Old Testament point to a plurality in the Godhead. Plus, we see the name of God is related to “Father,” a reference to God that is used extensively in the New Testament.

Back to the Quran

Related to parables, the Quran, itself, also gives a more scriptural reason for why the Lord spoke in parables than many who claim Christianity have taught:


As for the believers, they know that it is the truth from their Lord. And as for the disbelievers, they argue, “What does Allah mean by such a parable?” Through this ˹test˺, He leaves many to stray, and guides many. And He leaves none to stray except the rebellious—those who violate Allah’s covenant after it has been affirmed, break whatever ˹ties˺ Allah has ordered to be maintained, and spread corruption in the land. It is they who are the ˹true˺ losers. (Sura 2:26-27)


Jesus stated He spoke in parables so most would not understand, other than those God calls (e.g. Matthew 13:11-17). Yet, many corruptly teach that the reason for parables was to make the understanding easier (cf. Jude 4,16). The Apostle John also warned about such people (1 John 2:19).

The Quran also teaches that real believers in Jesus will be superior to non-believers after the resurrection:


˹Remember˺ when Allah said, “O Jesus! I will take you and raise you up to Myself. I will deliver you from those who disbelieve, and elevate your followers above the disbelievers until the Day of Judgment. (Sura 3:55)


According to the Bible, true believers have God’s Spirit (Romans 8:9) and that the Holy Spirit is only given to those who obey God (Acts 5:32)—it is only they who attain salvation through Jesus (cf. Hebrews 5:9; see also the free eBook, online at ccog.org, titled: Hope of Salvation: How the Continuing Church of God Differs from Protestantism).

That said, there are interesting overlaps in how Muslims, the Greco-Romans, and Church of God Christians view aspects of prophecy that are discussed in the next several chapters.
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2. Prophets, Signs, and Prophecy
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Muslims generally refer to Jesus and Muhammad as prophets with Jesus also considered to be ‘the Messiah’ (e.g. Sura 3:45), but Muhammed considered as ‘the Prophet.’ 

Christians, Jews, and other non-Muslims may wonder why many Muslims are often so devout and attached to their faith. 

Well, one reason appears to be that they are convinced that Muhammad gave forth numerous prophecies that were fulfilled during his lifetime as well as miracles that happened related to him.​[25] Also, they believe that numerous predictions by Muhammad were later confirmed after his death by historical events,​[26] hence they believe he was a true prophet of God. Another reason for their devoutness is they see outward signs of paganism in the Greco-Roman-Protestant faiths as well as the rising immorality in the West.

Thus, Muslims see those as proof their faith is the correct one. 

That said, many Greco-Roman Catholics assert that apparitions, bleeding eucharists, stigmatics, incorruptibles (the dead whose bodies do not decompose), predictions by certain seers (called private prophecies), and other wonders basically are signs that help prove their faith is the correct one. 

Now it should be pointed out that Muslims also have stigmatics (instead of the claimed wounds of Jesus, Muslim stigmatics claim to have “wounds suffered by Muhammad during his efforts to spread Islam” ​[27]). As far as incorruptibles go, Buddhists also have them, ​[28] and several Muslims reportedly are incorruptibles as well, but some Muslims do not believe that such signs are divine proof.​[29] 

Anyway, like the Muslims, the Greco-Roman Catholics
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