
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
Thanks to you all, 
			

			
				
the third volume is out now! 
			

			
				
I’m truly grateful and look 
			

			
				
forward to your continued 
			

			
				
support. I hope you enjoy 
			

			
				
watching how Riftan and Maxi’s 
			

			
				
relationship evolves. 
			

			
				
—P 
			

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
Inklore 
			

			
				
An imprint of Random House 
			

			
				
A division of Penguin Random House LLC 
			

			
				
1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 
			

			
				
				randomhousebooks.com 

			
				
				penguinrandomhouse.com 

			
				
Copyright © 2026 by P and MANTA 
			

			
				
English translation © 2024 MANTA 
			

			
				
Penguin Random House values and supports copyright. Copyright fuels 
			

			
				
creativity, encourages diverse voices, promotes free speech, and creates a 
			

			
				
vibrant culture. Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and for 
			

			
				
complying with copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any 
			

			
				
part of it in any form without permission. You are supporting writers and allowing 
			

			
				
Penguin Random House to continue to publish books for every reader. Please 
			

			
				
note that no part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner for the 
			

			
				
purpose of training artificial intelligence technologies or systems. 
			

			
				
				
INKLORE 
with colophon is a trademark of Penguin Random House LLC. 

			
				
This work is based on the webnovel entitled UNDER THE OAK TREE by Suji 
			

			
				
Kim (Seoul, Republic of Korea: RIDI Corporation, 2017), copyright © 2017 by Suji 
			

			
				
				
Kim. This graphic novel was originally serialized as a webcomic on manta.net 

			
				
beginning in 2021. 
			

			
				
Hardcover ISBN 9780593871348 
			

			
				
Ebook ISBN 9780593871355 
			

			
				
With thanks to: 
			

			
				
MANTA Team 
			

			
				
Adapter: Seomal 
			

			
				
Translation: Sena 
			

			
				
Editors: No. 7, Lina Choi 
			

			
				
Design: Choux, Cindy Kim, Rian 
			

			
				
PM: Yanghee Kim 
			

			
				
Penguin Random House Team 
			

			
				
Editor: Katelyn Hemmeke 
			

			
				
Designer: Bones Leopard 
			

			
				
Layout: Alexis Stein 
			

			
				
Letterer: Madeleine Jose 
			

			
				
Production editor: Christa Guild 
			

			
				
Production manager: Erich Schoeneweiss 
			

			
				
Managing editor: Paul Gilbert 
			

			
				
Cover art: P 
			

			
				
Cover design: Bones Leopard 
			

			
				
The authorized representative in the EU for product safety and compliance is 
			

			
				
Penguin Random House Ireland, Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin 
			

			
				
				
D02 YH68, Ireland. https://eu-contact.penguin.ie 

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
... 
			

			
				
...dy. 
			

			
				
...lady. 
			

			
				
My lady. 
			

			
				
L-ludis? 
			

			
				
His 
			

			
				
lordship 
			

			
				
has— 
			

			
				
it’s me. 
			

			
				
I’m 
			

			
				
coming 
			

			
				
in. 
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R-riftan? 
			

			
				
Did you 
			

			
				
sleep well? 
			

			
				
I-I’m sorry 
			

			
				
I woke up 
			

			
				
s-so late. 
			

			
				
I-I was t-told you’d 
			

			
				
already left to 
			

			
				
make your c-castle 
			

			
				
rounds when I— 
			

			
				
Don’t worry 
			

			
				
about that. 
			

			
				
B-but I couldn’t 
			

			
				
p-possibly stay in 
			

			
				
bed when y-you’re— 
			

			
				
you don’t 
			

			
				
need to match 
			

			
				
my routine, 
			

			
				
maxi. 
			

			
				
Besides... 
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...I suppose 
			

			
				
it’s my fault 
			

			
				
you were so 
			

			
				
tired in the 
			

			
				
first place. 
			

			
				
R-riftan! 
			

			
				
Haha. 
			

			
				
I’ve come 
			

			
				
to fetch you, 
			

			
				
actually. 
			

			
				
Where are 
			

			
				
we g-going? 
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There’s 
			

			
				
something 
			

			
				
I want to 
			

			
				
show you. 
			

			
				
it’s within 
			

			
				
the castle 
			

			
				
grounds. 
			

			
				
Let’s go. 
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R-riftan, 
			

			
				
are these...? 
			

			
				
I found them 
			

			
				
when I came to 
			

			
				
see talon this 
			

			
				
morning. 
			

			
				
He seemed 
			

			
				
skittish, 
			

			
				
Probably 
			

			
				
from the shock 
			

			
				
of finding these 
			

			
				
trespassers 
			

			
				
in his stall. 
			

			
				
g-Goodness, 
			

			
				
I can f-feel 
			

			
				
its bones! 
			

			
				
Th-they 
			

			
				
must have been 
			

			
				
s-starving 
			

			
				
for days. 
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D-do you think 
			

			
				
th-they were 
			

			
				
abandoned? 
			

			
				
Possibly. 
			

			
				
The stable boy 
			

			
				
said he hadn’t 
			

			
				
seen any other 
			

			
				
cats around. 
			

			
				
Shall we 
			

			
				
take them inside 
			

			
				
and give them 
			

			
				
some milk? 
			

			
				
C-can we? 
			

			
				
Whatever 
			

			
				
you wi— 
			

			
				
Th-then... 
			

			
				
I’d like to 
			

			
				
b-bring them 
			

			
				
to our room! 
			

			
				
I’ll ask 
			

			
				
l-ludis to prepare 
			

			
				
a b-basket for 
			

			
				
th-them to 
			

			
				
sleep in. 
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I-I’ve never 
			

			
				
had c-cats 
			

			
				
in my r-room 
			

			
				
before. 
			

			
				
is that 
			

			
				
so? 
			

			
				
My f-father 
			

			
				
wasn’t very 
			

			
				
f-fond of 
			

			
				
animals. 
			

			
				
Even his 
			

			
				
h-hunting 
			

			
				
dogs weren’t 
			

			
				
p-permitted 
			

			
				
inside the 
			

			
				
c-castle, 
			

			
				
So I’d often 
			

			
				
s-sneak out 
			

			
				
to the b-back 
			

			
				
garden... 
			

			
				
To p-play 
			

			
				
with the cats 
			

			
				
and d-dogs. 
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Would you 
			

			
				
like a hunting 
			

			
				
dog as well? 
			

			
				
? 
			

			
				
N-no, these 
			

			
				
k-kittens are 
			

			
				
m-more than 
			

			
				
enough. 
			

			
				
Maxi. 
			

			
				
if there’s 
			

			
				
anything you 
			

			
				
want, you can 
			

			
				
always tell me. 
			

			
				
I promised 
			

			
				
your life here 
			

			
				
would be just 
			

			
				
as lavish— 
			

			
				
No, even more 
			

			
				
so than it was at 
			

			
				
croyso castle. 
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I...I 
			

			
				
t-truly am 
			

			
				
c-content. 
			

			
				
I-I’ll be sure 
			

			
				
to t-tell you 
			

			
				
if there is 
			

			
				
anything. 
			

			
				
AS LAVISH 
			

			
				
AS LIFE WAS AT 
			

			
				
CROYSO CASTLE? 
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Maxi. 
			

			
				
y-yes? 
			

			
				
Have you 
			

			
				
thought of 
			

			
				
names for 
			

			
				
them? 
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Well, you’ll 
			

			
				
be spending 
			

			
				
more time 
			

			
				
with them 
			

			
				
than me. 
			

			
				
M-me? 
			

			
				
They’d 
			

			
				
probably 
			

			
				
prefer that, 
			

			
				
too. 
			

			
				
Th-the 
			

			
				
striped one 
			

			
				
will b-be 
			

			
				
ron... 
			

			
				
The 
			

			
				
wh-white 
			

			
				
one laura... 
			

			
				
y-you mustn’t 
			

			
				
t-torment such 
			

			
				
helpless little 
			

			
				
c-creatures! 
			

			
				
This one’s 
			

			
				
feisty... 
			

			
				
When did 
			

			
				
I ever? 
			

			
				
And th-the 
			

			
				
black one 
			

			
				
roy. 
			

			
				
Ron, Laura, 
			

			
				
and roy? 
			

			
				
Th-they’re 
			

			
				
the names of 
			

			
				
three fairy 
			

			
				
siblings... 
			

			
				
F-from 
			

			
				
a tale I read 
			

			
				
as a ch-child. 
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They’re 
			

			
				
a little mangy 
			

			
				
to be named after 
			

			
				
fairies, don’t 
			

			
				
you think? 
			

			
				
Maxi. 
			

			
				
Why don’t 
			

			
				
you leave 
			

			
				
them there 
			

			
				
now... 
			

			
				
And come 
			

			
				
sit here? 
			

			
				
Hm... 
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What’s 
			

			
				
wrong? 
			

			
				
I just want 
			

			
				
to hold you. 
			

			
				
y-you’re 
			

			
				
lying! 
			

			
				
I can tell by 
			

			
				
the look on 
			

			
				
your face! 
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THE 
			

			
				
CRACKLING OF 
			

			
				
FIREWOOD, 
			

			
				
I feel...Like 
			

			
				
a chick nestled 
			

			
				
under a hen’s 
			

			
				
wing, somehow. 
			

			
				
the 
			

			
				
TRANQUILITY OF 
			

			
				
THE WARM AIR, 
			

			
				
AND HIS 
			

			
				
STRONG, FIRM ARMS 
			

			
				
AROUND ME... 
			

			
				
lt’s 
			

			
				
something 
			

			
				
about this 
			

			
				
position... 
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This must be 
			

			
				
how it feels to 
			

			
				
be at peace. 
			

			
				
I’d like to 
			

			
				
ask you... 
			

			
				
Are you 
			

			
				
comfortable 
			

			
				
here in anatol? 
			

			
				
is there 
			

			
				
anything 
			

			
				
else I can— 
			

			
				
Th-there’s 
			

			
				
nothing 
			

			
				
I lack. 
			

			
				
I’m 
			

			
				
h-happy 
			

			
				
here... 
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He’s 
			

			
				
apprehensive. 
			

			
				
He’s 
			

			
				
afraid that 
			

			
				
duke croyso’s 
			

			
				
beloved 
			

			
				
daughter... 
			

			
				
isn’t 
			

			
				
content 
			

			
				
with her 
			

			
				
life here. 
			

			
				
But Then, 
			

			
				
I know he’ll... 
			

			
				
He wouldn’t be 
			

			
				
if I just told 
			

			
				
him the truth. 
			

			
				
C-calypse 
			

			
				
castle is 
			

			
				
w-wonderful. 
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.........is it? 
			

			
				
O-of 
			

			
				
course! 
			

			
				
I f-feel safe 
			

			
				
within these 
			

			
				
s-strong, 
			

			
				
grand walls, 
			

			
				
And I-I like that 
			

			
				
the castle is on a 
			

			
				
m-mountainside, 
			

			
				
S-so I can see 
			

			
				
a-all of anatol 
			

			
				
when I l-look out 
			

			
				
the window. 
			

			
				
Th-the 
			

			
				
landscape is 
			

			
				
b-beautiful, and 
			

			
				
th-the servants 
			

			
				
are courteous 
			

			
				
and k-kind. 
			

			
				
And, 
			

			
				
M-most 
			

			
				
importantly, 
			

			
				
Th-the food here is 
			

			
				
f-far better than 
			

			
				
th-that at c-croyso 
			

			
				
c-castle! 
			

			
				
E-everything 
			

			
				
has been s-so 
			

			
				
delicious that— 
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Hmm. 
			

			
				
Go on. So 
			

			
				
delicious 
			

			
				
that...? 
			

			
				
Th-that... 
			

			
				
I can’t tell 
			

			
				
him I’ve gained 
			

			
				
weight! 
			

			
				
M-mealtimes 
			

			
				
are always 
			

			
				
s-such a joy! 
			

			
				
Th-There are so 
			

			
				
many d-dishes 
			

			
				
I’ve never even 
			

			
				
s-seen before. 
			

			
				
I’m glad 
			

			
				
the food 
			

			
				
is to your 
			

			
				
liking. 
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... 
			

			
				
... 
			

			
				
... 
			

			
				
Maxi. 
			

			
				
Ma— 
			

			
				
........... 
			

			
				
........... 
			

			
				
........... 
			

			
				
What 
			

			
				
is it? 
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Everyone is 
			

			
				
gathered in the 
			

			
				
council room. 
			

			
				
I’ll be 
			

			
				
there 
			

			
				
shortly. 
			

			
				
Then I shall 
			

			
				
go wait with 
			

			
				
the others. 
			

			
				
And— 
			

			
				
My lady. 
			

			
				
Commander, it 
			

			
				
is I, Sir Gabel. 
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We’re here 
			

			
				
to help you 
			

			
				
get dressed 
			

			
				
for the 
			

			
				
banquet. 
			

			
				
May we? 
			

			
				
Turn the 
			

			
				
mirror more 
			

			
				
to the left. 
			

			
				
yes, 
			

			
				
that’s it. 
			

			
				
i-isn’t it 
			

			
				
a b-bit early 
			

			
				
for that? 
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A grand 
			

			
				
banquet is 
			

			
				
to be held... 
			

			
				
in celebration 
			

			
				
of his lordship’s 
			

			
				
return from the 
			

			
				
goblin raid. 
			

			
				
you must 
			

			
				
look your very 
			

			
				
best for the 
			

			
				
occasion! 
			

			
				
Well? What 
			

			
				
do you think?! 
			

			
				
?!! 
			

			
				
O-oh... 
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They’re 
			

			
				
lovely. 
			

			
				
They’re so 
			

			
				
b-beautiful. 
			

			
				
Aren’t 
			

			
				
they just?! 
			

			
				
My husband 
			

			
				
and I poured our 
			

			
				
hearts and souls 
			

			
				
into making these 
			

			
				
dresses! 
			

			
				
Now, go 
			

			
				
ahead and 
			

			
				
try them 
			

			
				
all on. 
			

			
				
I, linda selous, 
			

			
				
will be giving 
			

			
				
those knights 
			

			
				
an eye-opening 
			

			
				
experience 
			

			
				
tonight! 
			

			
				
Try on... 
			

			
				
all of 
			

			
				
them?! 
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My lady! You 
			

			
				
must try on this 
			

			
				
green dress 
			

			
				
with the vine 
			

			
				
embroidery! 
			

			
				
No, no. 
			

			
				
Try on this 
			

			
				
navy blue gown 
			

			
				
with the wide 
			

			
				
hem first! 
			

			
				
What do you 
			

			
				
think of this 
			

			
				
hennin with the 
			

			
				
pretty veil? 
			

			
				
Oh my word! 
			

			
				
The veil is as 
			

			
				
delicate as a 
			

			
				
fairy’s wings! 
			

			
				
Topaz! 
			

			
				
Bring us a 
			

			
				
topaz ring! 
			

			
				
Take a look 
			

			
				
in the mirror, 
			

			
				
my lady. 
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