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About the Pauline Epistle 
Devotional Series
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"According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon." — 1 Corinthians 3:10

This series is part of a comprehensive 12-book set designed to establish the believer in the distinct revelation given to the Apostle Paul. Each book features 31-daily devotionals that guide the reader through the doctrine-rich core of a specific epistle, providing a structured curriculum for spiritual growth.

The series is organised sequentially to expose the unfolding of the Mystery—the secret purpose of God, (Rom.16:25-26)—as revealed to the Apostle of the Gentiles. This curriculum is designed to lead the believer from the milk of the word as a babe in Christ to the meat of the word as a mature adopted son of God, fully "stablished" in the mystery doctrine of the Grace of God. By following this path from Romans to Philemon, you will move from the foundational understanding of your justification to the practical walk of an ambassador, a mature and approved representative of the heavenly "program" of God for the Body of Christ.

As you walk through these 31 days, I encourage you to be like the Bereans—searching the scriptures daily to see if these things are so (Acts 17:11). This series represents my personal study and convictions regarding the glorious gospel of grace.

The 12-Book Devotional Library

The complete collection includes:

Book 1: Romans, Book 2: 1 Corinthians, Book 3: 2 Corinthians, Book 4: Galatians, Book 5: Ephesians, and Book 6: Philippians. The journey continues with Book 7: Colossians, Book 8: 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Book 9: 1 Timothy, Book 10: 2 Timothy, Book 11: Titus & Philemon, and concludes with Book 12: The 31 Pillars of the Mystery.

Look out for the other book in this series to complete your devotional journey through all of Paul's inspired letters.
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​A Note to the Reader: 
Spiritual Discernment
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Before you begin this journey through the Epistle to the Romans, you must understand that the words on these pages are more than just ink and history. According to the Apostle Paul, the things of God are "spiritually discerned"—they require a spiritual "sensor" to be understood. He writes: "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1Cor.2:14).

If you have not been quickened—made alive—and regenerated—reborn—by the Spirit of God, these lessons may seem like mere philosophy or difficult logic. The "deep things of God" are only accessible to those who have the Spirit of God dwelling within them. This devotional is not merely for the curious mind, but for the soul that is regenerated in God through Christ.

If you are unsure of your standing with God, or if you realise you have been trying to reach Him through your own religious efforts, there is a simple, glorious remedy. You must be saved by the Gospel of the Grace of God. Paul defines this saving message in its entirety:

(1) Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; (2) By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. (3) For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; (4) And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: (1Cor.15:1-4).

The Way of Salvation:

The Problem: Recognise that you cannot save yourself. All have sinned, and the "Jurisdiction of Wrath" is the natural state of every human being.

The Provision: God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay your legal debt. He took your sins upon Himself on the Cross, died in your place, and was raised from the dead to prove that the debt was paid in full.

The Persuasion: To be saved requires a general understanding of this gospel message. It is this specific information—the truth of Christ’s finished work—that provides the stirring and sufficient evidence for you to make a sincere and conscious decision to place your faith in Christ alone. As the scripture declares: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph.2:8-9).

The Position: You are instantaneously saved the moment you choose to believe in the gospel message and stop "doing" and start "trusting." By faith—absolute trust—in what Christ has done for you, God declares you justified in His sight. As Paul writes in Romans chapter 4, "But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; (25) Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification" (Rom.4:24-25).

If you believe this record today, you are sealed, saved, and equipped to understand the truths in this book. You are no longer a "natural man," but a member of the Body of Christ, ready to grow in the knowledge of His Grace.
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​Explaining the Devotional Structure
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The Scripture

All Scripture passages cited in this series are rendered from the Authorized King James Version, maintained for its doctrinal precision and historical clarity. The passages chosen for each day’s devotional are not selected at random. Instead, they follow the natural "spiral" of Paul’s corrective logic, designed to realign your walk with the high calling of the Grace dispensation. Each scripture moves you from the personal sanctification of the believer to the corporate order of the Body, ensuring your journey is intentional, progressive, and grounded in the Mystery programme revealed to our Apostle.

The Devotional 
(NEW Design for First Corinthians)

To help you transition from the "Establishment" phase of Romans to the "Realignment" phase of First Corinthians, it is important to note a strategic shift in our study method.

In our previous journey through Romans, we focused on building a foundation by moving from the Head (Doctrine) to the Heart (Comprehension). However, because First Corinthians is a corrective letter written to "realign" a carnal walk, we have reordered the sections to prioritize The Heart (Diagnosis).

Before we can anchor the truth in the mind, we must first use the Word as a mirror to identify the "Corinthian" tendencies within our own hearts. By starting with the Heart (Diagnosis), we acknowledge our need for correction before moving to the Head (Doctrine) that provides the cure and the Hand (Devotion) that carries out the walk. This sequence ensures that the "medicine" of the Word is applied directly to the areas where we have drifted, bringing our daily experience back into alignment with our high calling in Christ.

These three paragraphs follow a sequence of Diagnosis, Doctrine, and Devotion.

The Heart (Diagnosis): We begin with the heart—the seat of our affections and the source of our carnal stumbles. This section identifies the specific "mess" or misunderstanding addressed in the text. It serves as a spiritual mirror, providing the necessary awareness of where we have drifted from the path of Grace into the confusion of the "natural man."

The Head (Doctrine): Once the need is identified, we move to the head to anchor our minds in the scriptural truth. This section explains the theological principle at work—the "medicine" for the diagnosis. It focuses on the Right Division of the Word, helping you distinguish between religious tradition and the pure Grace of our current calling.

The Hand (Devotion): Finally, we move to the hand—the practical outworking of Grace Living. This section shows how the internalised truth shapes your daily choices, relationships, and service. It provides tangible ways to embody the scripture, ensuring that your faith is not merely a theoretical concept but a living reality that blesses those around you.

The Apostolic Seal

This section offers a brief yet powerful message of motivation and encouragement. Imagine the words of Paul coming alive—reaching across centuries as a spiritual father to his children. Every seal begins with the word "Beloved," inviting you personally to embrace the gift of Grace and to stand fast in the wisdom of the Cross.

A Practical Note

The purpose of this practical note is to anchor each day’s spiritual truth in the reality of daily life. Through sharing practical experiences or impactful stories, we seek to demonstrate how moments of realization—when Paul's distinct message becomes clear—can turn scripture from mere words into practical guidance for everyday life.

Today’s Quiz

This section offers a systematic way to evaluate attention, memory, and understanding through various puzzles like the Jurisdictional Hunt or the Fact-Check Filter. It acts as a strong wrap-up to reinforce main ideas and ensure that the essential concepts of Right Division and Grace Living are retained. The answers can be found at the end of the book.
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​A Background to First Corinthians
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The Signature & Setting

The First Epistle to the Corinthians was penned by the Apostle Paul around 55AD, during his extended three-year stay in Ephesus (1Cor.16:8). Unlike the Roman church, which Paul had never visited, the Corinthian church was his "spiritual child." He had spent eighteen months there on his second missionary journey, working as a tentmaker alongside Aquila and Priscilla (Act.18:1-3). He wrote this letter in response to a series of disturbing reports from "them which are of the house of Chloe" (1Cor.1:11) and a list of specific questions sent by the Corinthians themselves.

The City & The Culture

Corinth was the "Sin City" of the Roman Empire. Situated on a narrow isthmus between two major seas, it was a massive commercial hub where sailors, merchants, and travellers from every corner of the world converged. It was a city of "New Money"—boastful, competitive, and obsessed with status. Looming over the city was the Acrocorinth, a mountain topped by the Temple of Aphrodite, where a thousand ritual prostitutes served. The culture was so notoriously immoral that the Greek verb korinthiazomai was coined, meaning "to live like a Corinthian"—a synonym for debauchery.

The Conflict & The Carnality

The Corinthian church was facing an "Identity Crisis." Having been saved out of extreme paganism, the believers were struggling to leave "Corinth" behind. They had brought the world’s competitive spirit into the church, leading to a "Crisis of Carnality." They were fighting over who had the best spiritual gifts, suing one another in secular courts, and even tolerating open immorality. Paul wrote this letter to "reign in" their chaos, proving that spiritual gifts without Charity are nothing, and that the "Wisdom of the Cross" must dismantle the "Wisdom of the World."

The Doctrinal DNA

First Corinthians is the "Manual for Sanctification." While Romans explains how we are justified, First Corinthians explains how we are to be set apart (sanctified) in a corrupt world. It contains the Bible’s most profound teaching on the Theology of the Body, the Nature of Spiritual Gifts, and the Order of the Local Assembly. It is the primary document for correcting a "carnal" walk and moving the believer toward spiritual maturity (1Cor.3:1-3).

10 Interesting Facts & Insights

	The Second Letter: Though called "First Corinthians," Paul mentions a previous letter he wrote to them (1Cor.5:9). This makes our "First Corinthians" the second piece of correspondence in a long, difficult pastoral relationship.

	The Isthmian Games: Corinth hosted the Isthmian Games, second only to the Olympics. This is why Paul uses so many athletic metaphors, speaking of "running a race" and striving for an "incorruptible crown" (1Cor.9:24-25).

	A City Reborn: The Corinth Paul knew was relatively new. The "Old Corinth" was destroyed by Rome in 146BC and lay in ruins for a century until Julius Caesar reestablished it as a Roman colony in 44BC.

	The Erastus Inscription: Archaeologists in Corinth found a stone pavement inscribed with the name "Erastus," who was the city treasurer. Paul mentions Erastus by name in Rom.16:23, providing a stunning archaeological link to the New Testament.

	The Meat Market: Much of the "social" life in Corinth revolved around the Macellum (meat market). Believers struggled with whether to eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols—a daily practical dilemma Paul addresses in Chapter 8.

	The Bema Seat: In the centre of the Corinthian marketplace stood the "Bema"—the judgment seat. Paul was brought before the proconsul Gallio at this very spot (Act.18:12). He later uses this imagery to warn believers that we must all appear before the "judgment seat (Bema) of Christ" (2Cor.5:10).

	Sosthenes’ Redemption: Paul co-authors the greeting with Sosthenes (1Cor.1:1). Sosthenes was likely the same synagogue leader who was beaten by a mob in Act.18:17—showing a powerful story of a persecutor becoming a "brother."

	The Letter of Questions: When Paul writes "Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me" (1Cor.7:1), he is literally opening their mail. Much of the book is a "Question and Answer" session regarding marriage, food, and worship.

	The "Amen" of First Corinthians 13: The famous "Love Chapter" was not written for weddings; it was written as a "sharp rebuke" to people who were using spiritual gifts to show off. In the King James Bible, the word is Charity, emphasizing a love that "seeketh not her own."

	The Diversity of the Body: Like Rome, Corinth was a melting pot. The church included wealthy Roman officials (Erastus), Jewish converts (Crispus), and former pagan slaves. Paul’s "One Body" teaching (Chapter 12) was the only thing capable of holding such a volatile mix together.
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​DAY 1
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1 Corinthians 1:1-9

[1] Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, [2] Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. [4] I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ; [5] That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; [6] Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: [7] So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: [8] Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Sanctified Standing

** A Quick Reminder of this Devotional's Order: As mentioned in the beginning of this devotional, unlike the Head, Heart, Hand order of Romans, being a "foundational" epistle, First Corinthians follows a Diagnosis (Heart), Doctrine (Head), Devotion (Hand) order to facilitate the "corrective" nature of the epistle.

The believers in Corinth were a mess—divided, prideful, and stumbling—yet notice how Paul begins not with their sin, but with their standing. We often suffer from a "spiritual amnesia" that suggests our fellowship with God is a fluctuating variable based on our performance. When you look at your life through the lens of the "natural man," you see a work in progress that is constantly falling short, leading to a Heart-level diagnosis of insecurity and shame.



However, our Grace (or Mystery) doctrine (Rom.16:25-26) reveals a different reality. Paul addresses you as one "sanctified in Christ Jesus"—set apart as holy by a judicial act of God—and "called to be a saint" (1Cor.1:2). This is not a title earned through religious effort, but a position granted by the "will of God" (1Cor.1:1). In this Grace dispensation, your enrichment in "all utterance, and in all knowledge" is a finished work—a spiritual endowment—that does not depend on your earthly pedigree (1Cor.1:5). You are "confirmed" by Christ Himself, ensuring you remain "blameless" in the day of His coming (1Cor.1:8). This is the hallmark of the Mystery: that God’s faithfulness, not your own, is the guarantee of your fellowship (1Cor.1:9).



Grace Living begins when you stop trying to "become" holy and start walking in the knowledge of holiness you already possess in Christ through your doctrine. When your own conscience attempts to disqualify you based on your "carnal" stumbles, anchor your Hand in the practical reality of verse 9—God is faithful. This faithfulness transforms your "waiting" into an active, settled expectation of the Lord's return (1Cor.1:7). Instead of a fearful looking forward, your wait is characterized using the gifts God has already supplied. Allow this truth to shape your interactions today; treat your fellow members of the Body not as they behave, but as they are called. Rest in the fact that you "come behind in no gift," being fully equipped by the Head of the Body to serve and stand fast until He comes.

The Apostolic Seal

Beloved, let the weight of these words settle deep within your spirit. You have been separated from the world's system and joined unto the Lord of Glory by a calling that cannot be revoked. Do not look to your own strength to remain blameless, for the One who began this work in you is the same One who shall confirm you unto the end. Rest in His faithfulness today.

A Practical Note

Picture the scene: a young recruit in the Union Army during the Civil War. He has signed his enlistment papers, received his uniform, and now stood shoulder to shoulder with seasoned veterans. Legally, he is a soldier. Positionally, he belongs to the army. He is subject to military law, entitled to rations, pay, and protection. His name is written in the rolls.

But then the first cannon thunders. Smoke fills the air. The enemy charges. And our "green" soldier, heart pounding, drops his rifle and bolts for the rear. His condition in that moment looks cowardly, undisciplined, even shameful. Yet here’s the striking truth: he does not cease to be a soldier. His position remains intact. What he desperately needs is training, discipline, and renewal of courage so that his condition will rise to match his position.

When I first dug deeper into Paul’s epistles, I was surprised—and honestly relieved—to discover this same dynamic in the Christian life. In First Corinthians, Paul addresses the believers as "sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints". Positionally, they were Christians. Their names were written in heaven. They belonged to Christ.

Yet by chapter three, Paul scolds them: "Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ." The contrast is striking! They were saints by position, but their condition was immature, fleshly, and riddled with division. They were acting like spiritual "green soldiers," panicking and stumbling on the battlefield of life.

This realization changed the way I saw my own walk. Just as the Civil War recruit didn’t stop being a soldier when he fled, we don’t stop being Christians when we falter. Our position in Christ is secure. But our condition—our maturity, our discipline, our courage—needs to be trained and renewed.

And how does that training happen? Through the renewal of our minds by the Word of God (Romans 12:2). Just as the army drilled its recruits until they could stand firm under fire, the Spirit uses Scripture to shape us, strengthen us, and bring our condition into alignment with our position. We grow up into what we already are.

Today's Quiz

The Fact-Check Filter: Based strictly on the KJV text of First Corinthians 1:1-9, (True or False): 

	Paul’s apostleship was a result of his own ambition and will. 

	The grace of God was given to the Corinthians "by Jesus Christ." 

	The believers were told they were still waiting to receive certain spiritual gifts.


The Prepositional Pivot: Locate the prepositions "by" and "unto" in verse 9. Does the "fellowship" originate from your effort toward Christ, or is it an action performed by God toward you?

The Erasure Test: If you were to remove the word "faithful" from verse 9, how would the security of the believer's "end" (verse 8) suddenly depend upon human performance rather than divine promise?
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1 Corinthians 1:10–17

[10] Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. [11] For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. [12] Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. [13] Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? [14] I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; [15] Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name. [16] And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. [17] For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

The Singular Mind of the Body

The Corinthian tendency is to find identity in human personalities rather than the Head of the Body. When you align yourself with a specific teacher, even a godly one, to the exclusion of others, you are walking as "natural men." This carnal desire for a "camp" or a "sect" betrays a heart that values the prestige of the messenger over the power of the message. Such contentions





The Apostolic Seal


A Practical Note




Today's Quiz



	Paul was primarily sent by Christ to perform water baptisms. (True/False) 

	The "house of Chloe" informed Paul of the contentions in Corinth. (True/False) 

	Paul baptized Crispus, Gaius, and the household of Stephanas. (True/False)
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