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Prologue

	 

	This novel is a tribute to the many Superheroes who filled my childhood with action and adventures and stimulated my imagination to become an eternal dreamer who believe in the impossible. They have helped me be an upright adult but the most important thing that they have given to me is their values: love, hope, loyalty, family, courage, truth, responsibility, justice and sympathy. Fortunately, these values have also been taught to me by my family since a very early age in order to reinforce my integrity and sense of justice by seeking to be the best version of myself every day.

	My intention is that this book and its superheroes can be part of the many other literary universe superheroes in order to instill good values in future generations by building up better kids, better persons and better societies.

	I have treasured the following phrase because I am convinced, based on my personal experience, that we are all destined to be Superheroes and I wish I could share this with all the tutors of children in the process of learning:

	“Studying science in favor of Humanity and helping people selflessly is the closest we will get to being real Superheroes”.

	 

	Valentino Alejandro

	 

	
Chapter I 

	Amazon blizzard 

	 

	The story begins with a view from the top of one of the many central Parisian parks, surrounded by old groves of trees, where the Bonpland siblings usually spend their increasingly free time between rescue and rescue, due to the recent implementation of the Global Climatic Emergency Committee, in current evaluation and testing by the United Nations. However, several times a year, our superheroes have to take care of huge natural disasters that put the world on tenterhooks. 

	That is the moment when they make a great difference. 

	When it’s time to rescue the victims and assist the local residents. Most of the time they arrive before the phenomenon occurs, thanks to their own system of constant monitoring of the geothermal levels in real time, which consists of millions of small sensors that form a great dome over the entire planet.
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	Jacques and Catherine, along with their inseparable friend, Lemmy, are having fun playing with a beach ball during a beautiful sunny afternoon in Paris from where the Eiffel Tower can be seen. 

	The green esplanade of the park is full of families enjoying a peaceful Sunday afternoon. Kids are running through the fields under the careful supervision of their parents. As usual, neighbors are greeting the Bonpland siblings as they walk by, and one of them exchanges a few words with Catherine about the state of the vegetation in that park. Meanwhile, as the ball game keeps talking place, Catherine, Jacques and Lemmy are enjoying themselves after a week of intense work, filled with rescues because of the floods in Southern India. 

	They deserve a break and what a better way to spend it than surrounded by their loved ones, the fresh air and in their beloved Paris. 
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	Right when Lemmy is eluding Jacques and is trying to score a goal that would put him at the top of the scoreboard, Catherine stops abruptly and grabs with her left hand her Eco-Bio Communicator, which is vibrating on her neck. Hidden inside a necklace, it indicates that there is a climatic abnormality initiating somewhere in the planet. It is necessary that the Eco-Bio Rangers act immediately. 

	The information is sent to them from the Autonomous Control Center, which has artificial intelligence and is nicknamed by our Heroes as Quarry. Located in its secret lab, Quarry is in charge of monitoring millions of sensors that young Jacques fabricated and placed a couple of years ago around the planet, creating the biggest network in the world which identifies and monitors all the climatic information around the globe, as it happens. 
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	It’s capable of detecting the most minimal variations and potential threats, processing them in the Autonomous Control Center of the lab. 

	While Catherine touches her neck, Jaqcues and Lemmy watch with enthusiasm. 

	They know that it’s another mission to complete and a new opportunity to save the planet. 

	For them, these calls are the opportunity they’re waiting for, convinced that their intervention is a great help and contribution to the global ecology; they know they are the guardians of the planet. 

	- We have work to do, guys – says Catherine, grabbing Lemmy from the right shoulder while Jacques approaches them, and together they cross the park, running towards their family’s home, inherited years ago. 

	Located in a corner at the other side of the street, there is an old mansion of typical French architecture with a lookout tower in the attic, and a beautiful park surrounding it. Like a mansion of the romantic era, four floors high, the property has spacious rooms. 

	A basement of exaggerated dimensions allows our Heroes to have their operational base there, where Quarry is. As a cover, they use a basic applied science lab, which they use for the development of their private investigations and also to carry out the activities that each assistance, research or rescue mission requires.
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	To everyone, even the closest neighbors, the Bonpland siblings are two young, successful scientists that investigate and develop technological devices, via contracts they sign with big foreign companies and governments. 
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	Once they’re inside the mansion, the Heroes go down the ancient wooden stairs and as they pass by, they say hi to Bity, the humanoid assistant who is always taking care of the chores given by Jacques. 

	Bity lives next to them and assists them in all of their activities and is also the one who is in charge of the lab during the rescue missions. With the entrance already sealed, they approach the big screen of the Control Center, which detects the presence of the superheroes and automatically turns on. A female voice welcomes them:
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	- Welcome, Eco Bio Rangers – 

	To which they respond saying hi at the same time: 

	- Hi Quarry – immediately, Quarry starts transmitting information which comes from one of Jacques’ Eco Bio sensors, located in South America. It explains the current and complex situation of sensor AI225 corresponding to the Brazilian Amazon Jungle: a climatic abnormality type 2 on a scale of 10 with epicenter on the shores of the Amazon River, along with some ancient native structures covered with vegetation and a few meters away from hundreds of large trees which barely allow seeing a small native settlement. 

	In a change of image of the Control Center screen it’s visible that in the center of the abnormality there is a shiny metallic object of small dimensions which could be the cause of the failure, due to the fact that the hurricane winds that cause the first destructions initiate and spin around it, while the animals in the area escape, confused. 

	The view moves away inside the big screen, showing the location of the Jungle in the world map and explaining the potential ecological and biological dangers to the vegetation, wildlife and local community. 

	Quarry gives a brief description of the region: 

	- The tropical forest of the Amazon is the biggest in the world, it is located in South America and is famous for its biodiversity. It is crossed by thousands of rivers, including the abundant Amazon River – Quarry accompanies all this explanation with drawings and names of the native wildlife: toucan, macaw, several monkey species, and bird species among others. 

	Lemmy is reminded of his personal story when he sees the destruction in that jungle. His natural habitat was devastated in similar conditions; that big explosion when everything ended and the troubled awaken of their new life with their brand new powers suddenly incorporated and with no control over them. He gets emotional when he remembers the Bonpland siblings found him hurt and alone; the only survivor of that ecological disaster which framed forever life on Madagascar Island, where he lost all of his pack and family. The brothers rescued him from that hell, then cured him and took care of him until he was stable. It was then when they trained him, taught him how to talk and dominate his powers, turning him into who he is today. 
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	Quarry clearly notices that if they do not stop this situation immediately, the consequences will be devastating and irreversible for everyone involved within a hundred kilometers ratio, pure chaos and destruction. Meanwhile, two images appear on the screen: one from the present and another one of the forecast of what would happen in the future where the total ruin of all the vegetation and wildlife can be seen. Just as if there was a hole, a circular hurricane of devastating wind, with epicenter in that metallic device, it would sweep away that green and dense tropical forest. The Heroes are astonished by the level of destruction and are intrigued about that machine, so they decide to intervene without further ado.

	Lemmy says that it is time to try the new Eco-Bio suits while he observes over the lab table a certain disorder in the working area, between pieces, microscopes, notebooks and tools. Also, the robot assistant named Bity is working on a new project, with electronic sheets hanging from cables which he is holding in his hands. All the mess in that table reveals that a great effort was needed, as well as knowledge and work from all the Heroes in order to implement the project. 

	Recently finished and based in biological technology discovered and developed by Jacques, the new Eco-Bio suits carry a mix of Lemmy’s mutated DNA and the genes that were removed from the DNA of each and every one of the Heroes, applied to an Eco Bio fabric. Also using nanotechnology, these outfits allow them to obtain unique and distinctive abilities in particular, which activate when these special nanoparticles interact with the cells of each and every one of our Heroes. 

	They use the Eco-Bio suits in order to perform amazing rescues based on their superpowers, impossible for any human being, and by doing this they can hide their true identity to the world, helping other people selflessly from the anonymity and protecting their loved ones from any threats or retaliations. 

	The Eco-Bio suits were created to establish a better link between the physical molecules of each Hero and their DNA, activating their maximum potential. 

	Wearing the Eco-Bio suits, the Heroes have different fictitious names during their missions. Jacques becomes Lynx, name chosen by him in reference to the majestic feline the lynx, in Latin. Likewise, Catherine is known as Lonicera, in reference to the plant genre commonly known as Honeysuckle; her brother calls her Lony, abbreviating it.  

	Together and running they are headed towards a messy sideboard filled with spare pieces and ancient machine and sensor prototypes piled up. In the darkest and more distant corner from the lab, as soon as one of the Heroes gets close, the sideboard opens in two and reveals a latest generation elevator, made entirely of steel, without buttons and with a lot of light, and once they are inside it, it carries them at high speed while Quarry, with her unmistakable voice keeps specifying the details of the mission: the distance to be covered, amount of time for the total collapse or point of no return given the severity of the damages caused. 

	The elevator goes up to the top of the mansion behind the chimney until it reaches the attic of the lookout tower, about thirty five meters at full speed, slows down automatically, and when the doors open, in front of them appears the Eco Bio Ship; an exclusive vehicle, entirely designed and built by Jacques and Lemmy for transportation, and search and rescue. 

	It’s one of a kind and with a drive source with ecological technology not available in the global market, capable of crossing the equator three times without needing to consume fossil fuel. 

	They get in the vehicle using the rear loading ramp and quickly locate themselves in the control cabin. Once they’re all in, their inboard Control Center synchronizes with the Autonomous Control Center of the lab and welcomes them: 

	- Hello Eco Bio Rangers – they greet back as they take their places. Catherine is in charge of the controls from the captain’s seat. Meanwhile, as pilots, her brothers Jacques and Lemmy know their routine in the second-row seats. 

	Quarry’s voice can be heard in the background summarizing the targets of the mission. One by one they take care of starting the ship: Lemmy turns on the shields and the avionics through a sequence of buttons; by his side, Jacques activates the geo location and radar on his tablet. 
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	- In motion – says Catherine, pressing the power switch. 

	They immediately adjust their seatbelts and are ejected at great speed, vertically and towards the sky where the Ship spins over its own axis, orientating to its final destination, the epicenter of the abnormality, the Brazilian Amazon Jungle. This can be seen in the navigator of the ship in the hands of Jacques during the whole journey. 

	The Heroes, each one in their seats and paying attention to the big windows of the ship, with the vehicle already speeding down over Amazon floor, they pass between two big clouds and suddenly, sensor AI225 appears static in the air, the same one that fired the alarm; a type of flying drone of small dimensions, unnoticeable to the human eye from the Earth, but with the same propelling technology as the Eco-Bio Ship, capable of maintaining itself flying in a completely autonomous way, in charge of collecting the variations of the region and sending them by satellite to the Center Control of the Lab as they occur in order to process and later analyze them. 

	Seconds later, the Heroes notice the great devastation that is generated all around, whose epicenter is a silver machine, never seen before. While the Ship gets close, multiple branches and stones start to impact on the vehicle. The voracious destruction moves around the machine with gusts of wind similar to hurricanes, expanding the level of destruction minute by minute. 

	Hundreds of birds and groups of desperate animals escape from that hell in every direction. 

	- From here everything looks even more terrible – says Lemmy. 

	- Do not worry my friend, we are here and we are going to stop it, that is what matters – says Catherine. 

	They quickly organize and distribute the tasks between them. 

	-It will be a teamwork – Jacques clarifies. 

	Catherine descends the ship to a level close to the ground and asks Lemmy to take care of rescuing the locals and the animals that were affected and carry them to a safer place. Lemmy does not waste any more time and makes a 360-degree turn, revealing how his Eco-Bio Suit activates, which shows up as millions of tiny hexagonal flakes perfectly embedded, and once they are combined, they blend and form the outfit. They emerge from the bottom of his feet and climb all over his body, covering him to the neck; meanwhile special forces wrapped in a dense yellow fog diffusely show shapes of animal and plant spectrums which spin all around in the same direction, joining the process, wrapping it and activating the hidden powers in his DNA. 

	Already equipped with his Eco-Bio Suit he turns the release lever of the right lateral sliding door, and moving it he launches himself to the ground with one jump; he falls very close to a group of marmosets that were holding with all their strength to a leafless tree about to be flown away because of the strong howling winds. 

	To the cry of: - There I go friends! – 

	and with great speed and skill, dodging any kind of projectiles, logs, stones and ruin fragments, he gets them out of there despite the blurry vision. Making big jumps, he observes around him a group of sloths trying to escape with great effort; he also manages to take them away from the hurricane by carrying them far from the range of destruction. 

	He quickly returns to assist and guide out of the wind circle another group of confused and scared monkeys. 

	When he returns, he uses a rope that he finds tangled in a bunch of stacked trees to rescue a couple of terrified locals. The poor and unfortunate people were trying to hide under a wimpy cave formed by a pile of stones about to fall apart. 
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	Lemmy ties them between each other, pulls the rope, and manages to evacuate them from the danger zone to take them to their family, a tribe that was celebrating and giving thanks, raising their arms to the sky for the achievement of the rescue and the return of their people safe and sound. 

	Catherine directs the ship toward the ground again and this time she nears a group of five well equipped workers with robotic exoskeletons who find themselves in the epicenter of the anomaly and very close to the machine. The fear in their eyes is evident while they shake their arms, asking for help. Jacques runs to the back of the ship and assures them: 

	- I will take care of this! – 

	Spinning 360-degrees, he activates his Eco-Bio Suit, transforming himself into Lynx. Millions of tiny hexagonal flakes appear from his feet and cover his whole body, uniting themselves, blending and forming the Suit, while special forces wrapped in a dense blue fog which ascends diffusely reveal some shapes of animal spectrums that spin around, in the same direction, joining the process, wrapping it and activating the hidden powers in his DNA. 

	Wearing his Suit, he opens the back loading ramp with a very strong punch on a button on the wall. As soon as it opens, Lynx throws himself to the workers, holding in his hands a steel cable with hooks on the ends. 

	Once on the ground, he connects them to the cable one by one, taking advantage of their exoskeletons and using them as harnesses, as if the men were mountaineers. Then, with a lot of effort he drives them away from the danger zone, dodging trees that pass by at a great speed flying over them. 
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	He drags them with such strength that the last of them is practically in the air and is only holding on to the rest of them by the steel cable; from the distance he looks like a simple kite floating in the wind. The group passes by half a dozen monkeys which are cleverly escaping running between the gusts of wind, climbing from tree to tree. 

	Once out of the area, all of them relieved and safe thank the hero with pats on the back. 

	Lynx surprisingly notices that they suspiciously carry the same symbols on their clothes as the machine that caused the disaster. He also calculates the expensive exoskeleton technology that they are wearing. 

	With no more time to lose, he quickly goes back to the epicenter to stop the machine where he meets Lemmy, who is already turning the knobs and pushing all the buttons in the control panel, desperate and puzzled without getting any results. Everything indicates that the machine does not have a shutdown sequence. 

	The strong winds keep growing, making it impossible to maneuver any air vehicle; Catherine finds a small meadow where she can descend the ship and with a fast and risky maneuver she manages to land between the trees over the hill, to a side and outside the ring of the surrounding hurricane. 

	Catherine gets off the ship through the back loading door. 

	She touches the ground and spins 360-degrees activating her Eco-Bio Suit and transforming herself into Lony. Instantly, millions of micro hexagonal flakes cover her body, combining themselves with each other, blending and forming the Suit, while some special forces wrapped in a dense green fog which diffusely reveal some shapes of plants and honeysuckle spectrums spin around her, in the same direction and joining the process, wrapping her and activating the hidden powers in her DNA.
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