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SUMMARY
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Hailey has been around horses since 3 years old. My wife and I would take her to festivals, and hold her while she rode ponies around in a circle.  When she was 7, we started taking her on trail rides at the state parks.  At 12, she realized her love for animals, and her desire to become a veterinarian. Hailey ventured outside of the area of school sports to pursue an activity that requires physical strength and taking care of animals. She meets new friends and enjoys loving and respecting several horses. Follow Hailey’s path as she grows in the sport of horseback riding.  Ride with her while one of the best trainers in the hunter / jumper division prepares her for the upcoming show.

DEDICATION
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This book is dedicated to my granddaughter, Jenna.  At the time of writing this book, Jenna is 14 years old.  She is planning to utilize her love for all animals and study to become a veterinarian.

INTRODUCTION
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Hailey and her brother, George,  have been living with us since Hailey turned 9 months. They have been such a blessing to our family.  Hailey, born with a hole in her heart, endured stiff musculature and slow mobility, because of low blood flow.  She had trouble crawling, and every movement seemed to be a struggle.  She loved to stay in her rocking carrier; always smiling and happy.  

 

When Hailey attained the maturity of 10 months, I went through surgery on my right shoulder. Just a few months prior to this surgery, I experienced chest pains.  The cardiologist did the EKG, stress test, and catheter test and found 90% blockage in two of my arteries.  They transported me to the hospital where another doctor inserted two arterial stents.  These metal stents prevented my shoulder physician, Dr. Khakta, from recommending an MRI to find the problem.  This meant exploratory surgery. The following day after surgery, we brought George and Hailey to a Christmas party at my sister’s house.  I carried Hailey inside using my left arm. My sweet little granddaughter looked up at me with open arms and a warm smile.  I could not resist removing the sling, lifting her up and carrying her for the three hours at the party. This did not go well for me.  I had a setback, and an extraordinary amount of pain for at least three weeks.  

 

If anyone would ask me if picking up Hailey was worth it, I would say, “yes.” 

 

We started her in swimming lessons at the YMCA when she was about 2 years old.  Hailey became an excellent swimmer, and she enjoyed swimming under water.  Because of ear problems that involved inserting of tubes, Hailey had to swim on top of the water.  As long as she would do this, her ears remained fine. She also had difficulties with the overhand stroke, because of her slow muscle development. Hailey and her brother continued swim lessons until she reached the age of 10.

 

We enrolled Hailey in dance classes with Diane Moore at 3. Hailey loved the fashions and the various dance acts.  She would model her new outfits for us and perform her current dance steps. I thanked Jesus every day for Hailey getting stronger, and her coordination improving. 

 

I did everything possible to help Hailey strengthen her muscles and develop coordination. I walked with Hailey a lot and carried her on my shoulder. She enjoyed the stroller which gave us the opportunity to enjoy talking and looking around. Her heart healed at the age of 4, and she started playing T-ball and soccer.  I made sure she loved playing, but not too excessive. 

 

Hailey repeatedly told everyone, “I am papa’s sweetheart.”

 

When she turned 6, Hailey wanted to discontinue dance instructions and enter gymnastics. This is where Hailey’s strength and coordination increased the most. After about 5 years in this sport, Hailey feared the advanced level where she would perform difficult routines that could cause injury. The Cheer group asked her to join as a flier.  I replied, “no.” Fliers get injured the most and I do not want my sweetheart flying and depending upon a few girls her age to catch her. Hailey quit gymnastics and competition, but she continues to practice at home on her trampoline.  

 

Hailey played basketball in the fifth grade at her school. She was not the tallest, but one of the most ambitious.  Right-handed and dribbling with her left hand, Hailey rushed in for a rebound against unbelievable odds and scored points for her team.  When basketball season ended, Hailey ran cross-country and played softball.  In the 7th grade, Hailey concentrated only on volleyball.  

 

At 12, Hailey desired to pursue a new sport. The cost of practices four days per week, traveling to games, dinners out, uniforms, shoes, and much more was becoming overwhelming for my spouse and I. We looked forward to hearing what Hailey’s suggestion would be for her next challenge.    

DECISION TO RIDE HORSES
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From 3 years old to the age of 5, Hailey enjoyed learning ballet and tap dance with a local dance studio. When 5 years old, Hailey studied the physical challenges of gymnastics until the age of 10. In 5th grade Hailey played softball, volleyball, and cross-country. She was a talented soccer player and basketball player, but did not like the physical contact of these two sports.

 

In the fall, her school was having winter sports sign-ups, which included basketball.  This sport was getting harder for Hailey to play.  At the start of the basketball season, I asked Hailey what she wanted to do. Her answer surprised me.

 

“Papa, can I try a new sport this year?” Hailey inquired.

 

“Are you interested in basketball or soccer?”

 

“No, just something different. I am tired of the same old sports. I would prefer to try something new.”

 

“What do you have in mind?”

 

“I was thinking about horseback riding. Would that be OK?”

 

I was ecstatic at the prospect of getting back into horses. I, and my sister Dawn, rode horses when we were younger, and it was great fun.

 

“What made you want to pursue riding horses, sweetheart?”

 

“I love horses and all animals. All the times you took us to the state parks, my most enjoyable memories involved riding horses.  It would be wonderful to spend more time with horses and learn to ride and care for them.”

 

I jumped up and hugged Hailey and vocalized, “yes, sweetheart. Let’s search
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