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			J.K. Rowling

			English novelist

			
					Born in Yate, England in 1965.

					Notable works:	Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997), the first book in the series

	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (2007), the last book in the series

	The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel




			

			Joanne Kathleen Rowling, better known as J.K. Rowling, is a British novelist. She previously worked as a French teacher, and is now one of the best-known authors in the world thanks to her famous book series about the adventures of Harry Potter.

			Now a multi-millionaire, she is also known for her humanitarian activities, particularly in the fight against child abuse. She has written a number of other books linked to the world of Harry Potter, the profits from which have been donated to charity. In addition to the Harry Potter series and related books, she is also the author of the novel The Casual Vacancy (2012) and the Cormoran Strike series, published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith.

		


		
			Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

			May the best wizard win!

			
					Genre: fantasy novel

					Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2014) Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. London: Bloomsbury.

					1st edition: 2000

					Themes: friendship, plots, competition, duels, magic

			

			Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was first published in the United Kingdom in 2000. It is the fourth novel in the Harry Potter series.

			In this instalment, Harry, who is now aged 14, returns to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry for the fourth year of his studies. This year, Hogwarts is hosting the Triwizard Tournament, a contest in which each participating school is represented by one student. Each school’s champion – who must be 17 or older to be eligible to compete – must then face a variety of challenges in order to prove their mettle and skill as a wizard and be crowned the winner. On the day the champions’ names are drawn from the Goblet of Fire, the last name to appear is Harry’s – even though, since he is underage, no one should have been able to enter his name for consideration in the first place. This sets him on a path filled with trials that will test his endurance, intelligence, kindness and integrity to their limits.

		


		
			Summary

			The Quidditch World Cup

			Voldemort, Wormtail – also known as Peter Pettigrew – and a snake called Nagini are hiding in an abandoned manor house, where Voldemort is devising a plan to capture Harry Potter, who wakes up with a jump at that very same moment due to a blinding pain in his scar. Since this is normally a sign that Voldemort is nearby, Harry decides to write to his godfather, Sirius Black, to ask for his advice.

			Later, the Weasleys invite him to go to the Quidditch World Cup with them, and use Floo Powder (which allows the user to travel through fireplaces) to come to the Dursleys’ house to pick Harry up. The young wizard learns that Fred and George, Ron’s older twin brothers, are planning to open a joke shop. They all meet up with Hermione and then travel to the Quidditch World Cup using a Portkey, a magical object which allows the user to travel to a pre-determined location simply by touching it.

			Harry finds himself in the Top Box of a gigantic Quidditch stadium, where he meets the main organisers of the World Cup, Barty Crouch and Ludo Bagman, who are also employees at the Ministry of Magic. He also encounters Winky, Mr Crouch’s house-elf, and sees Viktor Krum, the Bulgarian team’s star player. What he does not know is that someone else is watching him just as closely as he is watching the game: Mr Crouch’s son, who is one of Voldemort’s most loyal followers and has recently escaped from Azkaban prison.

			The celebrations after the World Cup are interrupted when a group of Voldemort’s old followers, who are known as Death Eaters, rampage through the festivities. Voldemort’s symbol, the Dark Mark, also appears in the sky, and it is later revealed that it was none other than Barty Crouch Jr. who cast the spell to conjure it. These events throw the wizarding world into turmoil.

			When the young wizards board the Hogwarts Express to return to school, they encounter Harry’s rival Draco Malfoy, who boasts that he knows more than they do about what will happen at Hogwarts that year.

			The Triwizard Tournament

			When all the students have gathered in the Great Hall, Dumbledore, the school’s Headmaster, announces that the Triwizard Tournament will be held at Hogwarts that year. However, a new rule has been introduced: only students aged 17 or older will be allowed to participate. Harry, who is 14, is therefore ineligible.

			Harry, Ron and Hermione soon meet their new Defence Against the Dark Arts professor, Alastor “Mad-Eye” Moody. During his first class, he teaches the students about the three Unforgivable Curses:

			
					The Imperius curse, which allows the user to control another human being;

					The Cruciatus curse, which causes unbearable pain;

					Avada Kedavra, the killing curse, which has only ever been survived by one person: Harry himself.

			

			In this class, Harry learns that it was the killing curse Avada Kedavra that killed his parents. Meanwhile, Sirius returns to live near Hogwarts.

			Students from the foreign schools of magic Beauxbatons and Durmstrang arrive at Hogwarts for the tournament, including the Bulgarian Quidditch player Viktor Krum. Soon afterwards, the Goblet of Fire chooses three champions: Fleur Delacour for Beauxbatons, Viktor Krum for Durmstrang and Cedric Diggory for Hogwarts. However, after the champions have been selected, the Goblet produces a fourth name: Harry Potter!

			Harry has no idea who entered his name for consideration, but since the Goblet of Fire chose him, he has no choice but to participate. No one believes him when he says that he did not enter the Tournament himself – not even Ron, who stops speaking to him.

			The contest begins to receive press coverage, and a reporter called Rita Skeeter publishes an article about Harry in the Daily Prophet in which she twists everything he said in his interview with her and completely misrepresents him. Next, she targets Hagrid, and reveals that he is not a pure-blood wizard, but a half-giant. When the article is published, Hagrid wants to resign, but Dumbledore convinces him to stay on. Finally, Rita writes an article about Hermione, who discovers the journalist’s secret later in the novel: she is an unregistered Animagus, meaning that she can turn herself into a beetle. She has been using this ability to spy on people and dig up gossip for her articles, which violates several laws. Hermione captures her while she is in her Animagus form.

			Hagrid tells Harry that the first task in the Triwizard Tournament involves facing a Hungarian Horntail, the most dangerous breed of dragon in the world. The goal is to steal the golden egg the dragon is guarding, which provokes the dragon into becoming even more aggressive. However, Harry rises to the occasion and finishes in joint first place, along with Krum. The champions are then informed that the golden egg they just won contains a clue that will help them with the second task, but opening the egg only produces a horrible screeching sound. Having seen how dangerous the Tournament is, Ron realises that Harry was telling the truth about not knowing who put his name in the Goblet of Fire, and the two friends make up.

			A few weeks later, Cedric gives Harry a hint about how to solve the egg’s clue: he advises him to take a bath with it. Harry does so, and opens the egg underwater, which transforms the screeching noise it makes into a song. Its words explain that the mermaids in the lake will steal what he holds most dear, and that the second task will be to retrieve it.

			On the day of the second task, Ron is taken prisoner by the mermaids. Dobby gives Harry some Gillyweed, which allows him to breathe underwater and save Ron. However, Harry also tries to rescue the other prisoners – the people who are dearest to the other champions – and the jury rewards him for his bravery. He and Cedric finish in joint first place.

			Harry, Ron and Hermione then take a trip to Hogsmeade, where they meet Sirius in his Animagus form (a large black dog called Snuffles). After shifting back to human form, he tells them the story of how Barty Crouch Sr. sent his own son to Azkaban prison. Later, Harry and Krum cross paths with Crouch, who seems to have gone half mad, as he is alternating between spouting off utter nonsense in a totally calm voice and panicked ravings about Voldemort and his son, whom he claims has escaped from prison.

			While Harry is waiting for Dumbledore in his office, he discovers a Pensieve: a stone bowl which can be used to store thoughts and memories.

			The Triwizard Cup

			The third task is to find the Triwizard Cup, which has been hidden at the centre of a maze. Cedric and Harry reach the Cup together, and decide to grab it at the same time. However, it turns out to be a trap: the Cup has been turned into a Portkey, and it transports the two boys to a graveyard. Wormtail emerges from the shadows, kills Cedric and uses Harry’s blood as part of a ritual that restores Voldemort to full strength.

			Once he has been revived, Voldemort summons his old followers, the Death Eaters. He tells them that his most faithful servant, who has been at Hogwarts all year, was the one who put Harry’s name in the Goblet of Fire and who enchanted the Cup so that it would bring Harry to the graveyard.

			Harry faces Voldemort in a duel. However, because their wands were both made using a tail feather from the same phoenix, an incredibly rare phenomenon occurs: the spells they cast collide, creating a connection between their wands, and the echoes of the last spells cast with Voldemort’s wand begin to appear – in other words, the ghosts of his most recent victims, who help Harry to escape. 

			Just after Harry returns to Hogwarts, Professor Moody takes him to his office. Moody is acting strangely, and Dumbledore realises that he is not really Mad-Eye Moody at all: he is actually Barty Crouch Jr., the “most faithful servant” that Voldemort mentioned in the graveyard. He has been disguising himself with Polyjuice Potion all year, and masterminded the scheme that allowed Voldemort to be revived. However, the Minister for Magic refuses to believe that Voldemort has returned, so Dumbledore begins reuniting his old allies in preparation for a second war against You-Know-Who. Finally, Harry is declared the winner of the Triwizard Tournament, and he decides to give his prize money to Fred and George so that they can open their joke shop.

		


		
			Character study

			Harry Potter

			Harry Potter is now 14 years old, and is entering his fourth year at Hogwarts. He is a skilled Quidditch player, which is “in Harry’s opinion, the best sport in the world” (p. 16). When he was just one year old, his parents were murdered by Voldemort, who then tried to kill Harry. However, the curse he tried to use rebounded, leaving Harry with nothing but a scar in the shape of a lightning bolt on his forehead, while Voldemort was left almost dead. Harry was raised by his aunt and uncle, Vernon and Petunia Dursley. They do not love Harry, and the feeling is mutual: “Asleep was the way Harry liked the Dursleys best” (p. 17). Harry would much rather live with his godfather, Sirius Black.

			Harry looks like his father, but has the same green eyes as his mother, and wears small round glasses. Sometimes his scar hurts, which is always a bad omen: “the last time his scar had hurt him, it had been because Voldemort had been close by” (p. 16).

			His best friends, Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger, are like family to him. He loves them dearly and would never put them in harm’s way. Even though Harry thinks that Hermione takes things too seriously and works too hard, the two of them usually have no trouble understanding each other. However, Harry’s relationship with Ron is more complicated, because the two boys come from totally different backgrounds and have very different personalities: whereas Harry is a natural leader and a gifted Quidditch player, Ron lacks these qualities but has a large, loving family, which Harry has always longed for. When Ron stops speaking to him, Harry is devastated because Ron was “one of the few people he had been sure would believe him” (p. 242). He gets more and more miserable until the first task of the Triwizard Tournament, which makes Ron realise that Harry would never have tried to enter his name into such a dangerous competition.

			In this book, Harry’s goal is to win the Triwizard Tournament, during which he displays uncommon courage and great integrity. He proves that he is capable of resisting powerful spells and demonstrates incredible strength of character. When Voldemort approaches him, intending to kill him, Harry decides that “he [will] not die kneeling at Voldemort’s feet… he [will] die upright, like his father, and he [will] die trying to defend himself” (p. 558). During this final confrontation, Harry witnesses his own blood being used to revive Voldemort, and knows that from now on, a part of him resides within the Dark Lord.

			Ron Weasley

			Ron Weasley is Harry and Hermione’s best friend. He has a “long-nosed, freckled face” (p. 19), and resents the fact that his parents are not wealthy (“I hate being poor”, p. 460). As a result, he is always vexed by Draco Malfoy’s constant taunts about his family’s lack of money.

			After Harry’s name is drawn from the Goblet of Fire, Ron does not believe him
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