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            WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK?
As a young man Ezekiel was taken into captivity 11 years before the destruction of Jerusalem. The theme of his prophecy is precisely the destruction of Jerusalem, the judgment on the people, and finally, the return of the exiles and the glorious future of Israel.
   Book of prophetic character whose author is the young Ezekiel who was taken captive to Babylon at the age of 11, before the destruction of Jerusalem. The theme of his prophecy is precisely the destruction of that city, the prophecies about the other nations, the judgment on the people, the return of the exiles, and the glorious future and restoration of Israel. An orderly and coherent narrative style stands out.  
 The nation was in crisis. Confusion swirled around it. Changing political realities in Assyria, Egypt and Babylon threatened the very existence of Jerusalem. As the great empires were displaced, God called His rebellious people back to Him. "Repeatedly the Lord, the God of their forefathers, sent his prophets to warn them, for he had compassion on his people and his temple" (2Ch 36:15). These prophets include Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, their ministries overlapping each other. "Yet the people mocked these messengers of God and despised their words..... God gave them all into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar" (2Chr 36:16-17).
   The real story behind the political headlines is of a God who will go to any lengths to persecute His people and bring them back to Himself. The last thing God wants for His people is judgment. God would rather forgive than judge, but He will judge if necessary. Because of their persistent disobedience, God asks them, "Do you think it pleases me to see the wicked die? My desire is that they turn away from their wicked conduct and live. However, if the righteous turn away from their righteous conduct and begin to sin and behave like other sinners, will they be allowed to live? No, of course not!" (Eze 18:23-24). Therefore, He prophesied impending destruction, hoping that His people would repent and that judgment would be averted. This is the desire of God's heart. He passionately cries out, "I don't want you to die, ... Change your course and live!" (Eze 18:32).
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There are several things we wish to mention by way of introduction regarding this book. We hope that this will orient us in this book of Ezekiel and in the period in which this prophet lived.

The writer

First of all we must say that Ezekiel was a priest, that is what we are told in verse 3 of the first chapter; however, he never got to exercise that office because he was taken captive to Babylon, during the reign of Jehoiakim, who was the king of Judah who succeeded Jehoiakim. If you wish to find out about this event, you can read about it in the Second Book of Kings, chapter 24, verses 10 to 16. It was during the 11 year reign of Jehoiakim that the first deportation took place in which Daniel was taken captive. Then Jehoiakim came to the throne and reigned for only about three months. And then, around 597 B.C., the second deportation took place, and during that deportation Ezekiel was taken prisoner.

The prophet Ezekiel was a contemporary of the prophets Jeremiah and Daniel. Jeremiah was already an old man at this time. Recall that he had begun his prophetic ministry as a young man during the reign of the also young king Josiah. He had remained with the remnant in their land; later, he was taken by them to Egypt. Therefore his ministry at that time was limited to the remnant that had gone to Egypt. Well, Daniel had been taken to the court of the king of Babylon and had become his Prime Minister, Then, Ezekiel was with the captives who had been taken to the rivers of Babylon. The captives had been placed by the great canal that flowed out of the Euphrates River, which was several miles away from the city of Babylon itself. Ezekiel's ministry took place among those people.

Psalm 137 is the psalm of the remnant that was held captive by the rivers of Babylon. Verse 1 of Psalm 137 says: By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and wept, remembering Zion. Upon the willows, in the midst of her, we hung our harps. But at the same time Ezekiel wrote: The heavens opened and I saw visions of God. What a contrast! While those captives had hung their harps on the willows and sat down to weep, this man Ezekiel was beholding visions of God. Now we will say something concerning

Your message

Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel were all prophets, but each of them had a particular and peculiar ministry among a certain group of people, and apparently never among themselves. From the account in the book of Daniel one would not conclude that Daniel ever visited his people in Babylon, where Ezekiel was, and yet he had great concern for them and, indeed, defended them. But did Daniel and Jeremiah ever meet? Well, from his book we know that Daniel was familiar with Jeremiah's prophecies. I have the impression that as a young teenager, he heard Jeremiah in Jerusalem. And as for Ezekiel, he was also a young man when he was taken captive, and he too probably heard Jeremiah, although he did not know Daniel personally.

Ezekiel's message was the most spiritual of all the prophets, because it dealt particularly with the Person of God. Someone has expressed it as follows: "Ezekiel was the prophet of the Spirit, just as Isaiah was the prophet of the Son, and Jeremiah was the prophet of the Father."

During the first years of the captivity, the false prophets were still telling the people that they were going to return to Jerusalem, and that the city would not be destroyed. The city was not destroyed even during the time of the second deportation. It was not until 587 or 586 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar moved against the city for the third time, and on that occasion he burned and destroyed Jerusalem. Consequently, for a period of approximately 10 years, those false prophets were saying that the people would return and that the city would not be destroyed. Jeremiah had sent a message to Babylon saying that the city would be destroyed, and Ezekiel confirmed his message. The warned the people that they must turn to God before they could return to Jerusalem. When the time came, a very small remnant turned to God, and they returned to Jerusalem very discouraged. 

Your method

Ezekiel began his ministry five years after he was taken captive, and he was then about thirty years old. In many ways he spoke in the darkest days of the nation. It was as if he had been in the deepest part of the valley and in the darkest place. He had to face the false hope left by the false prophets, the indifference, and the pessimism arising in the days of sin and disaster. The people would not listen to his message. Therefore, he resorted to a new method. Instead of speaking in parables as did the Lord Jesus Christ, Ezekiel acted out the parables. In fact, he acted out some very interesting scenes. In his book, 24:24, we read: Ezekiel therefore shall be unto you for a sign. According to all that he did, ye shall do: when this cometh to pass, ye shall know that I am the Lord. People would not listen to his words, so he acted them out and thus attracted a lot of attention.

And people do that today. That's why people march through the streets and carry signs, banners, flags, in short, anything that can get the attention of the public and the media, to get publicity. This was also Ezekiel's method. On one occasion he entered a house, locked himself inside, then dug his way through a tunnel and came out in the middle of the street. Now, perhaps in our cities this would be nothing new since municipal employees are very frequently digging in the streets. But in Ezekiel's day, when a man emerged from the earth in the middle of a street, people would naturally gather around him to ask him what he was doing and why. Ezekiel had a message for them and he communicated it to them, as we will see in Ezekiel 12:8-16. Finally, in our introduction, we will say something about

Its meaning

Ezekiel was the prophet of the glory of the Lord. There were three prophets of Israel who spoke when they were away from their land. They were Ezekiel, Daniel and John, who wrote from the island of Patmos. Each of these three wrote what we call an Apocalypse. They all used very symbolic language, but nevertheless, they saw the brightest light and held the highest hope of all the prophets. Ezekiel was able to behold the Shekinah glory, of the Lord coming out of Solomon's temple. But he also saw the return of the glory of the Lord that was projected into the future and will be realized during the time of the millennial kingdom.

Now, the meaning of Ezekiel can be seen in the coming glory during the kingdom age. Ezekiel contemplated the future beyond the sufferings of Christ, to the glory that would follow. As the apostle Peter said of the prophets in his first letter 1:11, that they beheld the sufferings and saw the glory that would follow them. I believe Ezekiel saw this future picture better than any of the other prophets.

We will present a general outline with the main headings or main divisions, in order to have an idea of the structure of the book. There are then four main divisions:

1. The Glory of the Lord, the prophet's commission. Chapters 1 to 7.

2. The Glory of the Lord, the total captivity of Jerusalem and Israel, the departure of Glory. Chapters 8 to 24.

3. The Glory of the Lord, the judgment of the nations. Chapters 25 to 32.

4. The Glory of the Lord and the future Kingdom. Chapters 33 to 48.
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Ezekiel 1 - Unfolding of the glory of the Lord
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Ezekiel's vision of the glory of the Lord may well be the key or key to all the visions of the entirety of God's Word; it is most certainly the key to the rest of the book of Ezekiel. Many consider the book of Revelation to be supported by the prophecy of Daniel and the Lord's discourse on the Mount of Olives. This is true, but I believe it rests primarily on the Revelation of Ezekiel; you will find a remarkable similarity between the vision of Ezekiel 1 and chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation.

This is a very difficult vision to understand. John Calvin said about it: "If anyone asks if the vision is clear, I confess its obscurity and that I hardly understand it". We agree with this assessment because we do not understand this vision clearly either.

However, we are sure what vision it is not: it is not a vision of the current mechanical age. Ezekiel's vision of wheels within wheels is not a prophecy of the airplane. When the first propeller-driven airplanes appeared, several prophecy teachers claimed that this vision was a prophecy of such devices. This type of interpretation discredits the prophecy.

What we really have here is a vision of the Glory of the Lord. In the book of Isaiah we find the principles of the throne of God; in Jeremiah, we have the practice of that throne; but in Ezekiel, we have the person who is on the throne. But I want to hasten to clarify that we do not have God Himself exposed in this vision (it is not like a showcase of Him). Some at first considered this to be a vision of God, but it is not. It is, instead, a vision of God's glory, a vision of God's presence.

We have here a vision of the chariot of God advancing triumphantly and irresistibly through time. Here we have something that when we discovered it surprised us very much; this chariot is empty. We had taken it for granted that God was there. There we have these four living beings, the cherubim, who are connected with the chariot, but nevertheless are distinct from it. And above this whole ensemble is a throne, and on that throne is a man. And this is the highest vision of God that was given to us, and it is very difficult to comprehend. We will look at just a few of the most impressive aspects. Let's read verse 1 of this first chapter of Ezekiel:

"Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, when I was in the midst of the captives by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God."

Here it says it happened in the thirtieth year. This seems to indicate that Ezekiel was 30 years old. However, many scholars believe that this date was fixed according to a calendar somewhat different from ours. We will not go into detail about this, because it is a complex matter and we do not think it is essential.

We highlight the phrase I saw visions of God. While the captives of Babylon had sat and wept by the rivers of Babylon (see Psalm 137:1), Ezekiel was beholding visions of God. What a contrast we have here; visions and weeping! Let us continue reading verse 2 of this first chapter of Ezekiel:

"In the fifth year of the deportation of King Jehoiakim, on the fifth day of the month."

We can appreciate here that the time had not yet come for the destruction of Jerusalem, which would take place during the reign of Zedekiah. Let us continue reading verse 3:

"The word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar. There the hand of the Lord came upon him."

Ezekiel belonged to the tribe of Levi, apparently to the priestly branch and probably to the sons of Kohath. We are told that he was the son of Buzi.

Quebar was the main canal leading from the Euphrates River, which irrigated the area. Evidently, the Jewish captives had been placed there to till the land. This area was a few miles away from the city of Babylon, and this could be the reason why Daniel and Ezekiel did not have the occasion to meet. It is possible that Daniel would have visited the area, but we doubt that Ezekiel would have been allowed to visit Daniel. Let us continue reading verse 4 of this first chapter of Ezekiel:

"I looked, and behold, there came from the north a stormy wind and a great cloud, with an enveloping fire, and round about it a brightness. In the midst of the fire something like glowing bronze."

It says here a hurricane wind was coming from the north. There are many people who talk a lot about the north, and that there is an empty place there and that this is the direction that leads to the presence of God. But the electronic radio telescopes with their large parabolic antennas have shown that there are stars there and there is no empty space. However, "north" is used in the Bible to point to the throne of God. In Isaiah 14:13, which speaks of the fall of Satan, we read the following: Thou that saidst in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne on high by the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of testimony in the uttermost parts of the north. We believe the idea is that, instead of pointing to the north pole, we are to look up. God's throne is far away, unrelated to any direction at all. After all, its location is not something you and I can comprehend. In Luke 21:28 we are told: Lift up your heads, for your redemption is near. That is the direction on which our attention should be focused today.

Also in Psalm 75:5-7, we read: ...do not boast of your power; do not speak with an upright neck", because neither from the east nor from the west nor from the desert comes exaltation, for God is the judge; he humbles this one and exalts that one. The only direction not mentioned is north, and we would say that the idea is that it refers to "above". God's throne is far away, even beyond space.

The hurricane wind coming from the north indicates, then, a tremendous movement coming from the throne of God. It is a judgment from God.

Then in verse 4 it speaks of an enveloping fire, and around it a brightness. In the midst of the fire something like glowing bronze. This is the first thing that strikes us. A light, a glow, revealing, but also hiding. Concealing but enhancing where it could be seen, a light brighter than the sun was seen. Perhaps it could be compared to the inside of an atomic explosion. It was incandescent, like a flash of lightning.

The Word of God says in Hebrews 12:29, that our God is a consuming fire, and in 1 John 1:5 that God is light. The apostle Paul said, in Acts 26:13, that at the moment of his conversion he saw a light from heaven that surpassed the brightness of the sun. All this speaks to us of the unapproachable presence of God (we can also see verses 13 and 14 of this first chapter of Ezekiel).

We suggest you read the rest of this first chapter of Ezekiel to be better informed of what we will consider in our next chapter. And we look forward to sharing these biblical truths that help us draw closer to the Author of life, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Ezekiel 1:4-28
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In our introduction to chapter 1 we said that Ezekiel's vision of the glory of the Lord could well be the key or the key to all the visions of the entirety of God's Word; it is most certainly the key to the rest of the book of Ezekiel. Many consider the book of Revelation to be supported by the prophecy of Daniel and the Lord's discourse on the Mount of Olives. This is true, but I believe it rests primarily on the Revelation of Ezekiel; you will find a remarkable similarity between the vision of Ezekiel 1 and chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation.

What we really have here is a vision of the Glory of the Lord. In the book of Isaiah we find the principles of the throne of God; in Jeremiah, we have the practice of that throne; but in Ezekiel, we have the person who is on the throne. But I want to hasten to clarify that we do not have God Himself exposed in this vision (it is not like a showcase of Him). Some at first considered this to be a vision of God, but it is not. It is, instead, a vision of God's glory, a vision of God's presence.

We have here a vision of the chariot of God advancing triumphantly and irresistibly through time. Here we have something that when we discovered it surprised us very much; this chariot is empty. We had taken it for granted that God was there. There we have these four living beings, the cherubim, who are connected with the chariot, but nevertheless are distinct from it. And above this whole ensemble is a throne, and on that throne is a man. And this is the highest vision of God that was given to us, and it is very difficult to comprehend.

In considering verse 3 we note that Ezekiel belonged to the tribe of Levi, apparently to the priestly branch and probably to the sons of Kohath. We are told that he was the son of Buzi.

Quebar was the main canal leading from the Euphrates River, which irrigated the area. Evidently, the Jewish captives had been placed there to till the land. This area was a few miles away from the city of Babylon, and that could be the reason why Daniel and Ezekiel did not have the occasion to meet. It is possible that Daniel had visited the area, but we doubt that Ezekiel would have been allowed to visit Daniel.

Let us see, then, what verse 4 of this first chapter of Ezekiel says:

"I looked, and behold, there came from the north a stormy wind and a great cloud, with an enveloping fire, and round about it a brightness. In the midst of the fire something like glowing bronze."

It says here a hurricane wind was coming from the north. There are many people who talk a lot about the north, and that there is an empty place there and that this is the direction that leads to the presence of God. But the electronic radio telescopes with their large parabolic antennas have shown that there are stars there and there is no empty space. However, "north" is used in the Bible to point to the throne of God. In Isaiah 14:13, which speaks of the fall of Satan, we read the following: Thou that saidst in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne on high by the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of testimony in the uttermost parts of the north. We believe the idea is that instead of pointing to the north pole, we are to look up. God's throne is far away, unrelated to any direction at all. After all, its location is not something you and I can comprehend. In Luke 21:28 we are told: Lift up your heads, for your redemption is near. That is the direction on which our attention should be focused today.

Also in Psalm 75:5-7, we read: "Do not boast of your power; do not speak with an upright neck", because neither from the east nor from the west nor from the desert comes exaltation, for God is the judge; he humbles this one and exalts that one. The only direction not mentioned is north, and we would say that the idea is that it refers to "above". God's throne is far away, even beyond space.

The hurricane wind coming from the north indicates, then, a tremendous movement coming from the throne of God. It is a judgment from God.

Then in verse 4 it speaks of an enveloping fire, and around it a brightness. In the midst of the fire something like glowing bronze. This is the first thing that strikes us. A light, a glow, revealing, but also hiding. Concealing but enhancing where it could be seen, a light brighter than the sun was seen. Perhaps it could be compared to the inside of an atomic explosion. It was incandescent, like a flash of lightning.

The Word of God says in Hebrews 12:29, that our God is a consuming fire, and in 1 John 1:5 that God is light. The apostle Paul said, in Acts 26:13, that at the moment of his conversion he saw a light from heaven that surpassed the brightness of the sun. (We can also read verses 13 and 14 of this first chapter of Ezekiel, which say: 13As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire. They looked like flaming torches moving among the living creatures. The fire glowed, and lightning flashed out of it. 14The living creatures ran and returned in the likeness of lightning).

Let us now read verse 5 of this first chapter of Ezekiel;

"And in the midst of all I saw the figure of four living creatures. This was their appearance: there was in them a likeness of human beings."

This verse and verse 26, which mentions the likeness, as of a man, tell us about the incarnation of Christ, the fact that God became a man. John 1:14 says, And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. And Isaiah 52:7 tells us, How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, who proclaims peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" God came to earth as a man, walked the dusty roads of Palestine and, finally, nails were driven into his feet. Let us now read verse 10 of this first chapter of Ezekiel:

"The appearance of their faces was like a man's face and a lion's face on the right side of the four, and like an ox's face on the left side of the four. Moreover all four had an eagle's face."

These four faces (which we can compare with Revelation 4:6-8) remind us of the four Gospels in which Christ was revealed in four aspects: His kingship (Matthew) symbolized here by the lion; His service (Mark) symbolized by the ox; His perfect humanity (Luke), symbolized by the face of a man; and His deity (John) symbolized by an eagle flying.

The four living creatures resemble the description we have of the cherubim who stood in the garden of Eden to guard the way to the tree of life. They did not exclude man from the presence of God; they kept the way open. What did Adam and Eve see when they looked back as they left the garden? They saw a dead animal whose skins they were wearing. And they saw the cherubim darkening, but keeping the way open to God. It is the blood, which makes atonement for man's sin. We remember here the ark of the covenant, which symbolized the divine presence of God in the midst of His people. When Moses made the mercy seat (lid of the ark), he placed cherubim upon it that looked down upon the blood of the sacrifices - the same as Adam and Eve had seen. Through the blood passes the only way by which man can approach God. The Lord Jesus said in John 14:6, No one comes to the Father but by me. And He goes on to say in verse 12 of this first chapter of Ezekiel:

"Every one walked straight forward; whither the spirit led them, they went, and turned not as they went."

God is advancing today directly, unswervingly, unhesitatingly, toward the completion of His purpose in the world. Absolutely nothing will deter Him, nor divert Him. And verses 13 and 14 of this first chapter of Ezekiel say:

"As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like coals of fire burning. They looked like flaming torches moving among the living creatures. The fire glowed, and lightning flashed out of it. The living creatures ran and returned in the likeness of lightning".

Scripture tells us that God is light. This is a tremendous vision of the glory of God, a vision that proceeds from the Person of God. The Lord Jesus said in John 8:12, I am the light of the world. What does this reveal to us? It reveals to us the righteousness and holiness of God. The apostle John said in his first letter 1:7, 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. We would be consumed by the holiness of God if we had not been redeemed by the blood of Christ and covered by His righteousness.

God was not exposed in this vision. He was represented, yet it is certain that no one has ever seen God. Moses said I pray thee, show me thy glory. And God hid him in the cleft of a rock, so Moses only saw the glory of God, not the Person of God. The Lord said to him; You shall not be able to see my face, for no man shall be able to see me and live, (as we can see in Exodus 33:18-23). Man was forbidden to make an image of God (see Exodus 20:4). We do not know what he looks like. We do not even know what the Lord Jesus, who became a man, looked like. But in the human heart there is a longing to see God. We believe that every idol testifies to that human desire. Although idols are perverted and profane representations, they reveal that man wants to see God. However, God has not chosen to reveal His Person to man. Let us continue our reading with verses 15 and 16:

"As I was looking at the living creatures, behold, there was a wheel on the ground beside the living creatures on all four sides. The appearance of the wheels and their structure was like the color of the chrysolite. All four had the same appearance; their appearance and their structure were like one wheel set in another."

Again we emphasize that this is not a prophecy of the contemporary mechanical age; not even of the invention of the wheel. We have to read on to gain some understanding of these wheels fitted inside other wheels. Verse 18 says:

"Their hoops or rims were tall and hideous, and full of eyes all around on all four."

God is a God of intelligent purpose. You and I are not living in a universe that is moving into the future aimlessly and without purpose. God has a purpose for every atom He has created and in His plan and program, He has a purpose for you. The very fact that you and I are alive today reveals that we are to carry out a purpose for God. God is carrying out His purpose in the world in an intelligent way. Let us continue reading verses 19 and 20:

"When the living beings walked, the wheels walked beside them; and when the living beings rose from the earth, the wheels rose. Whither the spirit carried them, they went; whither the spirit carried them, the wheels also went up after them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels."

Now we can see more clearly that these wheels speak to us of the ceaseless activity and energy of God. Our God is omnipotent. The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 28:18, All authority is given to me in heaven and on earth. God is moving forward and He will conclude His purpose.

In Revelation 4, we read again about these four living creatures of Ezekiel's vision. They are placed to guard the throne of God, and in doing so, they fulfill two functions: (1) They guard the throne in the sense that they do not allow man in his sin to approach the presence of God; and (2), they point out the way by which man is to come. There is no other way to reach the heavenly home than the way of the cross. So the cherubim point the way.

However, we believe that Ezekiel saw something infinitely greater. He saw the cherubim above the world, extending compassion and mercy, to this polluted little earth that is flying through space. Someone has said that man "is no more in the world than a rash on the epidermis of a second-rate planet." But God made the whole world a mercy seat (which was the lid of the ark of the covenant) when Christ died here on earth, and God is attentive to what is happening in the world today, ready to receive any sinner who comes to Him through Christ. Let us now read verses 26 and 27 of this first chapter of Ezekiel.

"And upon the vault that was over their heads there was a likeness of a throne, as it were of sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne there was a likeness as of a man sitting upon it. And I saw an appearance like the appearance of glowing bronze, like the appearance of fire within it round about, from the part of his hips upward; and from his hips downward, I saw that it looked like fire and that it had a radiance about it."

On a bluish, celestial background, we can contemplate an amber-colored throne. A throne encrusted with sapphires that reflect the light like a diamond with the colors of the rainbow. And the light blinds and darkens. And that throne is full of energy, like a rocket ready to take off. It is moving like a chariot. And it's not coming out of the earth, it's coming to the earth. We see the cherubim above the world, we see a cross, a Lamb and the blood. We see the mercy seat; there is the mercy of the Lord.

In Romans 9:15 the apostle Paul wrote: For Moses says: "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion". But in Ezekiel 18:20 we are also told: The soul that sins, it shall die. God is saying to us - not just to the people of Israel - "You may come to me". Finally for today, let's read verse 28 of this first chapter of Ezekiel:

"As the appearance of the rainbow that is in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the radiance all around."

This was the vision of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. When I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.

Here it says This was the vision of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. Well, Ezekiel saw more than Moses saw, more than David, Isaiah or Daniel could see. He saw a vision of God's glory-not of His Person, but of His glory. God's presence was there.

Let us look at Ezekiel's phrase: When I saw it, I fell on my face. The vision had a tremendous effect on Ezekiel, and it should have the same effect on us. An impact that would lead us to say: "O God, I am undone, I am lost and I need you. I turn to you and I accept you".

Throughout the Old Testament we find that when men came into the presence of God, they fell on their faces, they prostrated themselves. This was true of Isaiah's experience when he said in 6:5, "Woe is me that I am dead, for being a man of unclean lips, and dwelling among a people that have unclean lips, mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts." In the presence of the Lord, this man found himself prostrate on the ground. That was the position in which Daniel also placed himself. It was the position adopted by John on the island of Patmos, as we see in Revelation 1:17, which says: When I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead,

What a picture of our holy God we have here! I must say that I find myself simply on the edge, thankful to be hidden in the cleft of the rock. Someday I will behold the face of my Savior. I don't know what he looks like, or what he looks like. But I look forward to that day.
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Ezekiel 2:1-3:19
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We come today, in our biblical journey, to the second chapter of this book of Ezekiel. We have just completed our study of the first chapter with the great vision that was presented there about the glory of God. So, we begin our reading of this second chapter of Ezekiel with verse 1, which begins a paragraph that we have entitled

The prophet's call and empowerment for ministry

"He said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak with thee."

Apparently, after the vision Ezekiel had beheld, he was not standing. He had fallen on his face under the impact of what he had seen. But, now he would receive his calling and commission, and he would also receive the power to carry out the prophetic ministry that God had called him to do.

We see that God addressed him as son of man. Now, this title is found exactly 100 times in the book of Ezekiel. And one can also see that Daniel was called son of man. These were the only two men in the Old Testament who were called by that title. And that was also the title that the Lord Jesus Christ used for Himself. In the New Testament, we find that the Lord Jesus Christ referred to Himself by this title some 86 times. And this title speaks of Him in His rejection, in His humiliation, and also in His exaltation. He is the son of man.

Ezekiel truly went through many sufferings. If someone were to ask me which position I would not prefer to have, choosing between Daniel's, Jeremiah's and Ezekiel's, I would say that I would not want to go through Ezekiel's experience. Surely Daniel found himself in danger in the court of Babylon - remember he spent a night in the lion's den! Had God not intervened, Daniel would have been devoured by lions. But I would prefer his position to Ezekiel's because Daniel, at least, had luxurious living facilities in the palace of the king of Babylon. Jeremiah, too, at that time, was practically retired, although he had been in grave danger during his active ministry until the deportation of the people and his being led into captivity. Yet this man, Ezekiel, was sent to perform a difficult task, a very difficult task. He had the mission of speaking to an apostate people. He was sent to a people who thought they were God's people, but in reality they were in rebellion against God.

So the Spirit of God then came upon Ezekiel and prepared him for his ministry. Let us now read verse 2 of Ezekiel 2.

"After he had spoken to me, the spirit entered me and strengthened me on my feet, and I heard him who spoke to me."

So the Spirit of God gave Ezekiel the power to perform his task that He had given him to do. I believe that when God calls you to perform a task, He will give you the power to carry out that work. In reality, God's work can only be done by God's power. If God has called you to do something, He will give you the power to do it. The best position you can come to is to recognize that, in your own strength, you are not capable of performing the task the Lord has assigned to you. Recall that Moses, after 40 years in the wilderness, finally came to the conclusion that he himself could not deliver the people. Then God said to him, "I can do it through you." So when God called him to deliver the people, he was able to fulfill that mission, not because there was something special about him, but because of the many resources God had.

And we believe that this truth is very practical for us today; it works in the ministry, in those who sit in the church pews and in the mission field. Precisely in the mission field we have observed that some have gone to other countries thinking that they had been called to this ministry. But after a while they have returned recognizing their failure and believing that God had abandoned them. Once we have been in contact with such a case, and we have said to them: Have you ever thought that if God had called you to the missionary field, He would have given you the power to carry out that task? And then they answered us that they had never considered the matter from that point of view. That is











Ezekiel 3


Preparation of the prophet















His ministry as a sentinel, as a watchman, as a watchtower
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