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This book is dedicated
to all those believers who are eagerly waiting for God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, to soon return to remove us from the earth, and
for whom what we read at Philippians 3:20,21 is true:

“For our citizenship
is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state
into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the
power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”
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INTRODUCTION

 When God led His servant to start a new series a
few months ago, which would be titled, “The Biblical Character’s
Library,” my first choice to write about was Barnabas. However,
when I went to God in prayer, asking Him what character He wanted
me to write about first, He clearly chose the apostle Paul. The
same occurred after that book was completed, with God now leading
His servant to write about Peter. And now that this book has also
been completed, when I went to Him in prayer, asking Him who He
wanted me to write about next, He indicated that I could now go
ahead and write about Barnabas.

The reason that
I wanted to write about Barnabas is due to the fact that whenever I
came across him in God’s word, he struck me as the kind of believer
that we need in every local church, especially as we see the
present third age of time come to a close and we see so few male
believers stand out as models for those who are still young in the
faith! And so, let us enjoy reading about Barnabas, who is not
mentioned that often in God’s word, but when he is, it has an
impact.

What should
also be noted here is that there is an Addenda at the back of the
book with five sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief exposition
of the four ages of time, for those who might not be familiar with
this information. In Addendum B, we have the two separate comings
from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for those
who might not be familiar with this information either. Then in
Addendum C, we have a presentation regarding the religion known as
Judaism, including the sect of the Pharisees. In Addendum D, we
have a presentation regarding the relation between apostles,
prophets, evangelists, and shepherd/teachers to elders in a local
church. And then in Addendum E, we have a presentation of the
gospel, which is the good news that God has given in His word
regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any reader who might
not have as yet this vital personal relationship with God, through
faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine. This book, and all the author’s books,
are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all
major distribution channels.

And please keep
in mind that ALL the author’s books are BIBLICAL, in the sense that
they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also
often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though I may look
at a President Trump, or current events in some of the books, it is
never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical
standpoint!

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only He can! To Him
be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and
forevermore! Amen.






















“Now Joseph, a Levite
of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles
(which translated means Son of Encouragement)…

Acts 4:36







CHAPTER
ONE

A brief introduction
to the man we know as Barnabas in God’s word!

 Let us begin with God’s first mention of Barnabas in
Scripture, which is at Acts 4:36, where we read, “Now Joseph, a
Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called BARNABAS by the
apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement)…” There are
FOUR important pieces of information that God tells us about
Barnabas from the above verse, which we will now look at.

FIRST, we learn
that Barnabas’ name was actually “Joseph,” and not Barnabas!
SECONDLY, we learn that Barnabas was a “Levite,” which meant he was
from the tribe of Levi. And what we are to know about the Levites
is that they were given by God to the priesthood functioning under
Aaron in Israel, to assist them in their service to God (noting
Numbers 18:6). What we are to further know about the Levites is
that they entered God’s service at the age of twenty-five AND THEN
RETIRED FROM SERVICE AT THE AGE OF FIFTY (noting Numbers
8:24,25)!

Now the reason
we have mentioned this information in regards to the Levites here
is that since Barnabas was a Levite, and since we no longer see him
assisting the priesthood at the temple in God’s word would mean
that he had retired from service, which further means then that
Barnabas was at least fifty years of age or older, when we have the
first mention of him at Acts 4:36! This is important information to
know about him as we continue.

Then a THIRD
thing that God mentions about Barnabas at Acts 4:36 is that he was
“of Cyprian birth,” which simply means that he had been born on the
island of Cyprus in the Mediterranean sea, but had now made his
home at Jerusalem, in Israel (noting Acts 9:26,27; 11:22).

Then FOURTHLY,
we further learn from Acts 4:36 that Barnabas was the name that had
been given to him by the apostles, meaning the Twelve. Since the
name “Barnabas” meant “son of encouragement,” then this likely
means that Joseph was one who was known among the Twelve as one who
was an encourager among the believers!

What is
important to grasp and remember here then is that Barnabas was
regarded by the believers and its leadership as an ‘encourager,’
that is, as one who by word and example, through exhortation,
consolation, and comfort, roused the sluggish and cheered the
disheartened among those who were believers! It is obvious that
such believers are always needed in the church, not only then, but
also even more so in our day, which are most likely the last of
this present third age! And so, this chapter could also have been
titled, “We need more encouragers like Barnabas in these last
days!”

















“and who owned a tract
of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles'
feet.”

Acts 4:37







CHAPTER
TWO

We need more givers
like Barnabas in these last days!

 I often tell people that there are two kinds of people
in the world, those who are givers and those who are takers. Being
givers is a character trait that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ
Himself left us as a Pattern for while on earth as children of God,
noting what God led the apostle Paul to write down for us at Acts
20:35, where we read, "In everything I showed you that by working
hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to
give than to receive.' "

And so, as we
will see in this chapter, Barnabas was a giver! Let us note from
Acts 4:37 what God next tells us about Barnabas, adding verse 36
for context, “[36] Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was
also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of
Encouragement), [37] and who owned a tract of land, sold it and
brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.”

In order to
understand the above, we need to know the context in which this was
taking place. And so we see from Acts 2:1-4 that The Holy Spirit
had now come from Heaven to indwell the believers, which signified
at least four things. First, it meant that one now believed in
God’s Son for one’s salvation. Secondly, it meant that one had now
been cleansed of all sins at the moment of believing and one was
now receiving God’s eternal life in one’s human spirit. Thirdly, it
meant that one was now united by The One Holy Spirit to God’s Son
in Heaven and to one another as believers on earth, thereby forming
His church on earth. And fourthly, it meant that all believers also
all formed the family of God on earth, being all brothers and
sisters in Christ!

Because these
four things were so, then this explains what we see happening among
the believers at that time, first noting Acts 2:43-47, where we
read, “[43] EVERYONE kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders
and signs were taking place through the apostles. [44] And ALL
THOSE WHO HAD BELIEVED WERE TOGETHER AND HAD ALL THINGS IN COMMON;
[45] AND THEY BEGAN SELLING THEIR PROPERTY AND POSSESSIONS AND WERE
SHARING THEM WITH ALL, as anyone might have need. [46] Day by day
CONTINUING WITH ONE MIND in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, THEY WERE TAKING THEIR MEALS TOGETHER WITH GLADNESS
AND SINCERITY OF HEART, [47] praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day
those who were being saved,” and secondly, also noting Acts
4:32-35, where we read, “[32] And the congregation of THOSE WHO
BELIEVED WERE OF ONE HEART AND SOUL, AND NOT ONE OF THEM CLAIMED
THAT ANYTHING BELONGING TO HIM WAS HIS OWN, BUT ALL THINGS WERE
COMMON PROPERTY TO THEM. [33] And with
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