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      TIME LINE OF PIVOTAL EVENTS DISCUSSED IN THIS BOOK

      
        
          	6 billion BCE
          	 
          	The solar system is born
        

        
          	650 million BCE
          	 
          	The Huronian Glaciation, the worldwide ice age, reaches its zenith
        

        
          	530 million BCE
          	 
          	The Cambrian Explosion
        

        
          	65 million BCE
          	 
          	A massive asteroid impacts Earth, ending the reign of dinosaurs
        

        
          	3.7 million BCE
          	 
          	Upright walking hominids evolve in the Caucasus
        

        
          	900,000 BCE
          	 
          	First northern Europeans evolve
        

        
          	58,000 BCE
          	 
          	Anomalous artifacts dating to this time found in Colorado suggest very early habitation of the New World
        

        
          	50,000 BCE
          	 
          	The time of Ra; the Osirian Empire emerges; Neanderthals and the X-Woman become extinct; hobbits evolve on Flores Island, Indonesia
        

        
          	27,000 BCE
          	 
          	Tiahuanaco is constructed (according to Edmund Kiss)
        

        
          	16,000 BCE
          	 
          	The Jomon rule Japan
        

        
          	12,000 BCE
          	 
          	Göbekli Tepe is under construction
        

        
          	9600 BCE
          	 
          	Construction on Göbekli Tepe ceases and Atlantis is destroyed; the Sphinx is built as a monument to Atlantis
        

        
          	8000 BCE
          	 
          	Yonaguni and Lemuria are submerged
        

        
          	3500 BCE
          	 
          	Post-cataclysmic Sumer emerges as the first civilization of the new age
        

        
          	3300 BCE
          	 
          	The Scorpion Inscription, the earliest hieroglyphics, are first used
        

        
          	2055 BCE
          	 
          	The Egyptian Middle Kingdom is formed
        

        
          	1900 BCE
          	 
          	Possible reign of Cecrops I
        

        
          	373 BCE
          	 
          	The lost civilization of Helike is destroyed by a tsunami
        

        
          	712 CE
          	 
          	The Konjiki, a Japanese epic, is composed
        

        
          	1882
          	 
          	Percival Lowell observes canals on Mars
        

        
          	1898
          	 
          	War of the Worlds is published
        

        
          	1976
          	 
          	The Face on Mars is discovered
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      Foreword

      
        ROBERT M. SCHOCH, PH.D.
      

      Patrick Chouinard’s book Forgotten Worlds is about Atlantis. Or to put it more explicitly, it is about the search not just for the physical location of Atlantis, but also for the meaning of Atlantis. Why another book on Atlantis? Because the very concept of Atlantis is so rich and complex that, despite the extensive literature on the topic, the subject begs for more insight, more analysis, and Chouinard has been studying Atlantology for more than two decades. Ever since Plato’s account of Atlantis was written in the fourth century BCE, the topic has continually expanded. It has been interpreted and reinterpreted, again and again, to cover virtually anything and everything related to our predecessors and possible progenitors that is deemed poorly understood yet very ancient, very mysterious, and apparently very advanced (whether technologically advanced or psychomentally advanced, applying a variation of the term utilized by the great Russian ethnographer S. M. Shirokogoroff to describe this important, but often overlooked, aspect of culture).

      Atlantis has become a catchall for the idea of a lost legacy from the very distant past, an advanced society that existed thousands of years before civilized life as conventionally understood is supposed to have first arisen. According to mainstream archaeologists and historians, the origins of civilization date back a mere five thousand to six thousand years, but by Plato’s estimation Atlantis was catastrophically destroyed about 11,600 years ago. That is, the destruction of Atlantis coincides more or less with the end of the last ice age as understood by modern geologists. For many authors and Atlantologists, Atlantis represents the primordial high civilization, a culture that may have been global in extent, a society that sowed the seeds of all later civilizations. It is also possible that more than one “Atlantis” existed, or as Chouinard aptly refers to them, more than one “forgotten world” existed. Besides Atlantis per se, we have the related ideas of Lemuria, Mu, and Eden (to name just a few about which you will read in Forgotten Worlds).

      Where was Atlantis located, in time and in space? This is a central question posed by Atlantologists and extensively explored in Chouinard’s book. Perhaps not surprisingly, one researcher or another has placed Atlantis in virtually every imaginable location on Earth, from one pole to the other, on every continent, and in every sea and ocean. But the speculation is not bounded by the physical confines of our planet! Perhaps Atlantis was actually a UFO, and the Atlanteans were representatives of a population of technologically sophisticated extraterrestrial organisms who visited planet Earth in the distant past and jump-started, if you will, human civilization. Maybe Atlantis was located on Mars. Or could it be found on a planet other than Earth or Mars, perhaps even in a different solar system or galaxy? Or was Atlantis not a physical place at all? Could it be a state of mind, represented by a race of beings with far greater mental abilities—perhaps full-fledged psychic powers—that allow them to dispense with the technological trappings that are generally seen as the hallmarks of the “progress” and “advanced civilization” of the present day?

      What about the temporal placement of Atlantis? Many Atlantologists begin with the assumption, based on Plato’s account, that Atlantis existed around twelve thousand years ago, give or take a few millennia. However, some Atlantologists (generally those with a classical archaeological training and a “conventional” academic stance) equate Atlantis with the destruction of Minoan Crete by the eruption of a volcano on the island of Thera (also known as Santorini) a mere 3,500 or so years ago. Others of the mainstream school have linked Atlantis with the Corinthian citystate of Helike, destroyed by an earthquake during Plato’s lifetime. On the opposite end of the temporal spectrum are those who contend that the Atlanteans were the Neanderthals or other prehistoric peoples dating back tens of thousands of years, or perhaps even a hundred thousand years or more. The diversity of opinion on Atlantis could not be greater—thus the never-ending need for further exploration of this most pivotal subject.

      Although I was familiar with Plato’s account of Atlantis as early as my late preteens, when I first read it in translation, it was decades before I came to consider the story seriously. I was personally forced to confront Atlantis in 1990 when I began my work on redating the Great Sphinx of Egypt (which is reviewed in Forgotten Worlds; see also my books Voyages of the Pyramid Builders, 2003, and Pyramid Quest, 2005). Based on my analysis of the geological data, I concluded that the oldest portions of the Great Sphinx originated thousands of years earlier than the 2500 BCE date generally accepted for the statue by modern classical Egyptologists and historians. Indeed, the Great Sphinx is a relic from a time thousands of years prior to the widely recognized advent of civilization. I suddenly found myself in the thick of the debate over Atlantis.

      As a trained academic, having earned my doctorate in geology and geophysics from Yale University, I initially wanted nothing to do with Atlantis. The concept of Atlantis smacked of “New Age woo-woo,” channeling and other psychic nonsense, pseudoscience, and pseudohistory. Atlantis, in my opinion at that time, was not something that a respectable scholar took seriously. Indeed, I was so concerned over the possibility that I might be associated with the “pyramidiots” who plague the study of ancient Egypt (many of the pyramidiots link the Egyptian pyramids to the survivors of the destruction of Atlantis), for a couple of years I refused to even utter or write the word Atlantis. Instead, in casual conversation I simply referred to the “A-word.” Since then I have had a change of heart, or some might say I have “seen the light.” I came to consider Atlantis (at least at some level) a topic worthy of serious research. Indeed, by the late 1990s I was actively writing about Atlantis (see the chapter titled “Looking for the Lost Cities” in my book Voices of the Rocks, 1999), adding my own speculations to the voluminous literature.

      I am still not sure about the when, where, and what of Atlantis. I am convinced, however, that within the Atlantis myth are incorporated ancient and enduring mysteries in the deepest and most profound sense, as well as reflections of us in the modern age and clues about what the future may hold. Thus it is with good reason that the inquiry continues. I encourage you, the reader, to join the search for “forgotten worlds.” From the fantastical and far-fetched to the fruitful if perhaps speculative, it is an enticing quest that, before you know it, may just draw you in to the ranks of the full-fledged Atlantologists.

      ROBERT M. SCHOCH, PH.D., has been a full-time faculty member at the College of General Studies at Boston University since 1984. In 1983 he earned his Ph.D. in geology and geophysics at Yale University. Robert Schoch is the author or coauthor of both technical and popular books, including the trilogy with R. A. McNally of Voices of the Rocks: A Scientist Looks at Catastrophes and Ancient Civilizations (1999), Voyages of the Pyramid Builders: The True Origins of the Pyramids from Lost Egypt to Ancient America (2003), and Pyramid Quest: Secrets of the Great Pyramid and the Dawn of Civilization (2005). He is also the author of Forgotten Civilization: The Role of Solar Outbursts in Our Past and Future and The Parapsychology Revolution: A Concise Anthology of Paranormal and Psychical Research. His works have been translated into numerous languages and distributed around the world.

    

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      
        Beyond History—Understanding the New Time Line
      

      It has long been assumed that civilization began no earlier than around 3500 BCE along the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in what is now present-day Iraq. It was here, and only here, so the official story goes, that the world witnessed the first stirrings of urbanism, an invention that could be called the granite foundation of civilization. The area’s inhabitants also developed a complex social infrastructure and a written language. Through diffusion this primal civilization spread throughout Eurasia, only to be surpassed thousands of years later by the cultures it had nurtured. For most of archaeology’s brief history, this has been the prevailing model of human social development.

      However, since the early 1990s numerous discoveries have expanded our knowledge of the past, prompting new definitions of what it means to be human. By the turn of the twenty-first century hundreds of books and articles supporting the notion of a once noble race raising humankind through its infancy and into evolutionary adulthood had been published. Among them is an account of the Great Library of Alexandria in Egypt, an edifice of the ancient world that knows no equal. Built by the Ptolemaic dynasty in the third century BCE, it remained a major center of investigation and learning for six centuries, until a Christian mob burned it to the ground in the third century CE. Hidden within its burned-out ruins were fragments of an old card catalog. One of the charred papyrus scrolls made mention of a book written by the Babylonian priest Berossus. The title of this lost book was The True History of Mankind over the Last 100,000 Years.

      The discovery of this ancient manuscript, or at least the record of it, hinted at a fascinating possibility (Childress 1995, pp. 1–6). Berossus estimated the time between the creation of the world and the great flood at 432,000 years, more than two hundred times longer than the Old Testament account. Frustratingly enough, we will never know all the secrets contained in Berossus’s lost history (Sagan 1980, p. 20). However, the very existence of such an ancient document compels modern scholars to re-examine the true origins and age of humanity. Ultimately, Berossus’s rediscovered history implies that human civilization could be far older than previously believed.

      This idea of immense human antiquity is consistent with some of the traditional or mythological accounts of a past human civilization. Such narratives are abundant in the various Sanskrit texts of India. These texts describe a lost culture known as the Rama Empire, featuring the Seven Rishi Cities, a system of ancient metropolises to which Harappa, a city associated with the Indus Valley Civilization, belonged.

      Many myths and legends describe a time when Earth was ruled by the gods, not only the Hindu Rama but also the Egyptian Osiris and the Greek Poseidon. In Egypt the legends say the gods eventually delegated their duties to another race, known as the “Companions of Horus.” It was said that the later rulers and pharaohs of Egypt drew their strength from this race of benefactors. Similarly, the Australian and Native American peoples had visions of a glorious past under the stewardship of powerful beings. Yet these are but a few of hundreds of traditional accounts from cultures all across the globe that speak of a lost civilization that existed eleven thousand to thirteen thousand years ago, which was destroyed in a flood or some other major cataclysm. Perhaps foremost among these are accounts of the lost civilization of Atlantis.

      Numerous theories are dedicated to Atlantis. The author and explorer David Hatcher Childress correctly observes that more books have been written about Atlantis than any other subject (Clotworthy 2011). This Atlantean theme resonates with a larger audience today than ever before. It seems to strike some primal chord deep within our psyche. We know that we came from somewhere else.

      The popularity of Atlantis is largely due to the writings of the Greek philosopher Plato. In two of his famous dialogues, the Timaeus and the Critias, he describes its culture and geography, its military exploits, and its relations with foreign powers. Finally, he concludes his account with the destruction of Atlantis in 9600 BCE.

      There were those, even in ancient times, who questioned the validity of Plato’s claims. His gifted pupil Aristotle doubted his teacher’s sincerity regarding the account. He wrote that he had never heard any mention of Atlantis prior to its appearance in Plato’s dialogues. Aristotle was highly regarded; the Roman natural philosopher Pliny referred to him as “a man of supreme eminence in every branch of science” (King 2005, p. 108). His status among ancient scholars makes him a valuable witness.

      After the time of Plato, however, one finds many ancient accounts describing either Atlantis or an Atlantis-like civilization, including works by Plutarch, Diodorus of Sicily, Theopompus, and even the first-century Romanized Jewish historian Josephus. Furthermore, a notation on maps of Antillia that were originally sketched by the fifteenth-century cartographer Andrea Biancaa show what appears to be a continent in the Atlantic more than a decade before Columbus was even born (Jueneman 1987).

      Had Atlantis been solely the brainchild of Plato, where then do all these other stories come from? Some may be attributable to a phenomenon first popularized in the early twentieth century—that of the Jungian archetypes, the idea of certain symbols or myths common to all cultures, that are part of a universal subconscious. This could provide a logical explanation and exclude a literal interpretation of the various stories about Atlantis. However, the mythological evidence for Atlantis is overwhelming, and most mythology bears a kernel of truth. Even if Atlantis is never found, 2,500 years of speculation and theory have provided a rich mythological backdrop for future discoveries.

      Recent research indicates the presence around the globe of long-forgotten cultures and unusual genetic populations. These discoveries may help us understand the human race in an entirely different light. In recent years, for instance, Central Asia has established its importance as a site of early humanity. Many of the previously recognized advances, such as the wheel and horseback riding, which were originally attributed to the Hittites and other Near Eastern and Mediterranean cultures, have taken a backseat on the techno-evolutionary time line. Now it seems possible that ancient nomads who once thrived in what is now known as the Russian Stans together formed the wellspring of civilization.

      Exploration of the Indian subcontinent has raised the possibility of sunken cities and flooded land bridges. From this research a new chronology for the emergence of human life and civilization may unfold, as well as new mechanisms for understanding how and why societies and species change over time. Great mother cities, such as those found near Caral in Peru, and anomalous finds in North America hint at very ancient settlements in the New World, some 58,000 to 48,000 BCE. We also now know that Stone Age peoples, once thought to be uncivilized brutes, apparently had a working knowledge of astronomy.

      In Technologies of the Gods, a video produced by Atlantis Rising, David Hatcher Childress points out that mainstream science has a very linear interpretation of human development, viewing evolution as a straight and narrow path from our most primitive apelike ancestors to modern humans. According to this view, technology advanced far enough to warrant the birth of civilization in only the past six thousand years, and we are now at our most advanced and perfected state. But Childress and others maintain that history is a roller coaster. It is a series of peaks and valleys punctuated by periods of immense growth and technological development, as well as dark ages of very low technology and relative barbarism. That each culture remains unaware that another civilization preceded it is due to a phenomenon Graham Hancock calls “racial amnesia.” The conclusion is that twenty-nine thousand years ago, technology, rather than being highly primitive, was actually more advanced than it is today.

      In 1993 Michael A. Cremo and Richard L. Thompson published a 914-page alternative science book titled Forbidden Archaeology. It was the first of three books attempting to explain human prehistory from a Hindu creationist perspective. The novelty of this viewpoint is readily apparent. Until Forbidden Archaeology, the battlefield was divided between mainstream science and Christian fundamentalists. This book offered a third alternative: not just apologetics and logic arguments but genuine physical evidence that university academics could not deny.

      Initially, Cremo says, he and his coauthor thought it would take just a few months of research and the book would be finished. They didn’t anticipate that this minor project would grow into an endeavor that would take well over four years to complete. They discovered an entirely different story from what is contained in the works of many mainstream scientists and anthropologists, and they provided a wealth of evidence in favor of a greater antiquity for the human race. Among the well-documented examples are fully modern human skeletons dating back some 320 million to 280 million years (Cremo and Thompson 1993, pp. 267–79). Since the publication of Forbidden Archaeology, even more staggering discoveries have come to light. These include the remains of a metal vase dating back 600 million years, which was discovered in the Tyrolian Alps, and a metallic grooved sphere recovered from Ottosdal, South Africa, with an age of 2,800 million years, dating to the Precambrian Era (Gallegos 2009, p. 9).

      Forbidden Archaeology claims, contrary to the teachings of modern education, that humankind did not evolve from more primitive apelike forms but rather coexisted with them. The book is rather ambiguous when referring to how humans became the intelligent and creative creatures they are today. But what is certain is that there is an alternative that neither Darwin nor the Christian Bible considered. The much awaited sequel to Forbidden Archaeology, a book titled Human Devolution: A Vedic Alternative to Darwin’s Theory, proposes that each life-form, including every human, begins as a high spiritual force, and rather than evolving into increasingly advanced physical forms, the individual devolves into flesh and base matter. Thus, instead of evolving upward from the ape, we have devolved into our current physical state through a process of downward progression. At the core we are still those same illuminated beings who once radiated throughout the cosmos. We still have the same potential to work for good rather than evil. This is a very metaphysical interpretation for humankind, and at the same time a very traditional Hindu outlook.

      Carl Sagan was without question one of the world’s greatest doubters. To him, science provided the answers and meanings of existence, which conventional religion simply could not supply. But the Hindu religion caught his eye because of its compatibility with what mainstream science had proclaimed concerning the creation, age, and eventual end times of the universe. Sagan writes:

      The Hindu religion is the only one of the world’s great faiths dedicated to the idea that the Cosmos itself undergoes an immense, indeed an infinite, number of deaths and rebirths. It is the only religion in which time scales correspond to those of modern scientific cosmology. Its cycles run from our ordinary day and night to a day and night of Brahma, 8.64 billion years long, longer than the age of the Earth or the Sun and about half the time since the Big Bang. And there are much longer time scales still. (1980, p. 258)

      Sagan goes on to explain:

      There is the deep and appealing notion that the universe is but the dream of the god who, after a hundred Brahma years, dissolves himself into a dreamless sleep. The universe dissolves with him—until, after another Brahma century, he stirs, recomposes himself and begins again to dream the great cosmic dream. Meanwhile, elsewhere, there are an infinite number of other universes, each with its own god dreaming the cosmic dream. These great ideas are tempered by another, perhaps still greater. It is said that men may not be the dreams of the gods, but rather that the gods are the dreams of men. (p. 258)

      The Hindu faith provides an ideal starting point in our search to better understand the ancient past and decode its mystical secrets. Unlike the simplistic Judeo-Christian and Muslim cosmologies, Hinduism allows no room for a simple morality play or the exaltation of a single solar deity. Rather, it offers a direct connection to the infinite and the eternal. It provides wisdom in ways no Catholic priest or Jewish rabbi ever could, unlocking the forbidden truth of the new cosmology.

      Early in this century, Graham Hancock, Robert Bauval, and John Anthony West developed a series of fascinating new chronologies in which they theorized that a sophisticated maritime civilization thrived on the coastal regions of the world during the last ice age. According to an underground author and publisher of an alternative website, “This so-called Ice Age civilization may have been more advanced, especially in social structure and relations with higher intellectual/spiritual levels, than any later civilization including our present.”

      Graham Hancock—truly a fascinating individual whose theories deserve full explanation—believes that the ancient story of Atlantis and other sunken civilizations is a last vestige of a primordial memory of a now extinct supercivilization that reached the height of its glory approximately 10,000 BCE. For him the lost civilization was not confined to a single part of the Atlantic, nor merely the Egyptian and Greek worlds. It applied to a global network of cultures and civilizations that was wiped out by a final cataclysm at the end of the last ice age. During the ice age a massive drop in sea level occurred as the polar regions as well as much of the northern seas became locked in massive glaciers. This exposed enormous tracts of land that were later submerged when the ice melted and sea levels rose. One of the most famous of these sunken landmasses is Beringia, the land bridge between Asia and North America that, supposedly, was the path taken by the first Paleo-Indians.

      To buttress his argument about the existence of these ancient civilizations, Hancock introduces a variety of well-reasoned theories and out-of-place artifacts that he believes offer compelling evidence to support his position. The first and foremost among these items is the Piri Reis map. In 1929, during work aimed at transforming the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul into a historical museum, a fragment of a sixteenth-century map was discovered. It had been drawn by a Turkish sailor named Hadji Muhiddin Piri Ibn Hadji. Fanatically loyal and battle-hardened, he was given the title of reis, or admiral, for his dedication and service to the Ottoman Empire (but even this distinction could not spare him the shame of execution for treason at the age of ninety) (Levy 2007, pp. 114–17).

      Piri’s notes explain that his map was based on a number of preexisting maps (including those belonging to previous voyages), a variety of Ptolemaic maps, and some Portuguese charts outlining what were then some of the most recent discoveries in the New World. The Piri Reis map features what appears to be an imaginary southern continent, which it identifies as Terra Australis Incognito, though some experts have maintained that it is merely the coast of Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, oriented to run west–east rather than north–south (Levy 2007, pp. 114–15).

      Hancock and American academic Charles Hapgood strongly disagree with those opinions. They believe that the map actually depicts part of the Antarctic coastline as it looks beneath the massive ice sheet that today completely envelops its surface. Hapgood maintains that in recent geologic time Antarctica was situated in a temperate or tropical zone, and then crustal displacement shifted it into its current position—an idea that Albert Einstein openly supported and considered quite logical and scientific. According to Hapgood’s theory, presented in his books The Earth’s Shifting Crust (1958) and Path of the Pole (1970), Earth’s thin crust occasionally shifts or slips on the molten mantle beneath it. While there were many earlier prototypes of the theory of Earth crust displacement (ECD), Hapgood remains the pioneering theorist.

      Strangely enough, the Piri Reis map perfectly matches twentieth-century maps showing the subglacial appearance of the Antarctic. How is it possible that a sixteenth-century cartographer was able to obtain such detailed information about a continent that wasn’t even discovered until the nineteenth century, and even more, to depict features of the coastline that were only revealed by advanced mapping technology of the twentieth century (Levy 2007, p. 115)? To Hancock and others this seems to be fairly convincing evidence in support of Hapgood’s theories, with the implication being that the Piri Reis map was based on earlier maps from a time when the southern continent was free of ice.

      But that was several million years ago. Or was it? Crustal displacement could have caused the continents to shift their position abruptly, condemning the lost civilization of Hancock’s vision to extinction in 9600 BCE. Quite possibly this map is also a portent of future events as we approach December 21, 2012. (We might have some extra time, however, since a slight miscalculation in the Mayan calendar has been found that might suggest that the true date of the end of our current age and the birth of the new one is December 21, 2050.)

      In the final chapter of Maps of the Ancient Sea Kings, Charles Hapgood writes:

      The evidence presented by the ancient maps appears to suggest the existence in remote times, before the rise of any of the known cultures, of a true civilization, of a comparatively advanced sort, which either was localized in one area but had worldwide commerce, or was, in a real sense, a worldwide culture. This culture, at least in some respects, may well have been more advanced than the civilizations of Egypt, Babylonia, Greece, and Rome. (1979, p. 10)

      It is the thesis of my book that a number of protocivilizations existed prior to 3200 BCE, perhaps between 10,000 and 4500 BCE. These early cultures then influenced and inspired emerging Stone Age societies. Those already at a Neolithic stage of evolution then adopted the ideas and basic technologies of the more advanced cultures. This may be how the first historical civilizations emerged. Hapgood touches upon this idea as well:

      The idea of the simple linear development of society from the culture of the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) through the successive changes must be given up. . . . We shall assume that, some 20,000 or more years ago, while Paleolithic peoples held out in Europe, more advanced cultures existed elsewhere on the earth, and we have inherited a part of what they once possessed, passed down from people to people. (p. 20)

      It is likely that our primitive ancestors witnessed the eventual disintegration of these parent cultures. This may have been the event to which Plato and other writers of similar ancient accounts alluded. Such a group of civilizations could have met their demise at the end of the last ice age with a series of floods or as the result of a comet or asteroid impact. Today little of these lost civilizations remain. In Hamlet’s Mill, Hertha von Dechend writes, “Gradually, we are told, step by step, men produced the arts and crafts, this and that, until they emerged into the light of history. Those soporific words ‘gradually’ and ‘step by step,’ repeated incessantly, are aimed at covering an ignorance which is both vast and surprising” (Magli 2009, p. 3).

      As stated earlier, this ignorance is what Graham Hancock calls racial amnesia, a complete loss of the sum total of our history, technology, conventions, and faith. This total collapse of human knowledge and society is comparable with the fall of classical civilization and Europe’s descent into the Dark Ages. As Carl Sagan notes, “It was as if the entire civilization had undergone some self-inflicted brain surgery, and most of its memories, discoveries, ideas and passions were extinguished irrevocably. The loss was incalculable” (1980, p. 336).

      The greatest loss was the awareness of the existence of lost civilizations. But our own knowledge of those far-off times is growing. Slowly but surely, through the work of intrepid archaeologists, we are gaining a clearer notion of what came before. I invite you to join me in exploring an ancient world of vast dimensions, both in time and space.

      In this book you will find a generous sampling of varied theories and discoveries, from artifacts to mummies to traces of written language, from all parts of the world. They expand our understanding from one cradle of civilization to many—in Europe and the Americas, Central Asia and the Middle East, mid-Pacific as well as mid-Atlantic, China and India, and even extraterrestrial—with previously unimaginable time lines. We will gain insights from the glimpses of history preserved in myth and learn more about the various theories regarding the global cataclysms, from deluge to impact, that may have caused the end of these civilizations, contributing to their status as “forgotten worlds.”

      The first thinkers of the modern age to be concerned with the rise and fall of lost civilizations and a greater antiquity for the human race were the late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century mavericks who dared to challenge what, by then, was already a firmly entrenched world paradigm.

      Now it is up to us, their successors, to do the same.

    

  
    
      
        1
      

      The Children of Atlantis

      
        In those days the Atlantic was navigable; and there was an island situated in front of the straits which you call the Columns of Heracles. . . . The island was larger than Libya and Asia put together, and was the way to other islands, from the islands you might pass through the whole of the opposite continent which surrounded the true ocean; for this sea which is within the Straits of Heracles is only a harbor, having a narrow entrance, but that other is a real sea, and the surrounding land may be most truly called a continent. Now, in the island of Atlantis there was a great and wonderful empire . . .
      

      SOLON, QUOTED IN PLATO’S TIMAEUS, 
APPROXIMATELY 360 BCE

      
        THE MYTH AWAKENS

        In 600 BCE, Plato’s ancestor, the Athenian statesman Solon, visited Egypt and had the opportunity to engage in discourse with the Egyptian priesthood. It was there that he learned of a unique connection between their two countries, even rumors that Egypt originally seeded Greek civilization. In the Timaeus, we read: “This city [Sais] was founded by a goddess whose name was ‘Neith’ in Egyptian (according to the people there), ‘Athena’ in Greek” (Jowett and Harward 1952, p. 443). According to Plato’s account, Solon then challenged their knowledge of ancient history and brought up “Phoroneus—the first human being” and “told the story of how Deucalion and Pyrrha survived the flood” (Rosenberg 1982, p. 56).

        Solon went on to trace the lines of descent of their posterity and tried to compute their dates by calculating the number of years that had elapsed since the events of which he spoke. Their response was quick: “Ah, Solon, Solon you Greeks are forever children. You don’t even know your own history” (Jowett and Harward 1952, p. 447). The elder priest told Solon that the Athenians were ignorant of their once glorious past. He explained that there were past ages of such wonder that they could scarcely be imagined. Solon then accepted their invitation to be shown the ancient records that, they claimed, would tell him the secrets of a lost civilization, more ancient and mighty than the great Corinthian city-state Helike and powerful Troy combined. They brought Solon to a nearby temple. The priests then motioned him over to one of the stone columns and pointed to the ancient text preserved in hieroglyphic form. One of the priests read the words while the older one translated into Greek (Levy 2007, p. 26).

        This was the original Egyptian story on which Plato’s two dialogues, the Timaeus and the Critias, were based. This sacred knowledge was then passed on to Solon’s cousin Dropides. Later, Plato heard the story from his great-grandfather Critias, who was a direct descendant of Dropides. Plato then copied them down from his memory of what his great-grandfather had described.

        In the Critias we are given a detailed description of Atlantean society and a history of how it was founded. The dialogue further explains how Atlantis evolved into a near-perfect society, only to be eventually destroyed. Plato writes about the Egyptian priests’ comments concerning the Greeks:

        You are really young in mind; . . . you have no knowledge hoary with age. [But] our traditions here are the oldest. . . . In our temples we have preserved from earliest times a written record of any great or splendid achievement or notable event which has come to our ears, whether it occurred in your part of the world, or here, or anywhere else; whereas with you, and others, writing and the other necessities of civilization have only just been developed when the periodic scourge of the deluge descends, and spares none but the unlettered and uncultured, so that you have to begin again like children, in complete ignorance of what has happened in our part of the world or in yours in early times. (Jowett 1952)

        The priest continues his narrative, now speaking of thousands of years in the past.

        There was an island opposite the strait that you call the Pillars of Hercules, an island larger than Libya and Asia combined; from it travelers could in those days reach the other islands, and from them the whole opposite continent, which surrounds what can truly be called the ocean. On this island of Atlantis has arisen a powerful and remarkable dynasty of kings. . . . Their wealth was greater than that possessed by any previous dynasty, or provided with everything they could require. Because of the extent of their power they received many imports, but for most of their needs the island itself provided. It had mineral resources from which were mined both solid materials and metals, including one metal which survives today only in name, but was then mined in quantities in a number of localities in the island, orichalc, in those days the most valuable metal except gold. There was a plentiful supply of timber for structural purposes and every kind of animal domesticated and wild, among them numerous elephants. For there was plenty of grazing for this largest and most voracious of beasts, as well as for all creatures whose habitat is marsh, swamp and river, mountain or plain. Besides all this, the earth bore freely all of the aromatic substances it bears today. . . . There were cultivated crops. . . . There were the fruits of trees. . . . All these were produced by their sacred island, then still beneath the sun, in wonderful quality and profusion. (Hancock 1992, p. 320)

        But this grandiose civilization would not last forever. Its successes had already planted the seeds of its decline and eventual demise. Just as famous is the account of its destruction. Plato’s first dialogue, the Timaeus, presents a general description of Atlantis and outlines its rulers’ plans to conquer the entire known world. The heroic Athenians thwarted this blatant attempt at aggression but they stood alone in so doing; the other world powers had abandoned them. The defeat of the Atlanteans foreshadowed the disaster to come—shortly thereafter the entire continent and all its inhabitants sank beneath the waves, never to return.

        The climactic end to this lost civilization can be considered its most enduring legacy in that it inspired generations of well-traveled explorers and armchair theorists to rediscover the lost city of Atlantis, if only in their imagination.

      

      
        IGNATIUS DONNELLY: A NEW PERSPECTIVE

        Countless scribes over the centuries have further extrapolated from and modified Plato’s original story, but no single author has left a more indelible mark on the ideal of ancient Atlantis than Ignatius T. T. Donnelly. Without question, he is the founder of modern Atlantology, and Atlantis enthusiasts turn to him time and again for inspiration and insight.

        Donnelly was born on November 3, 1831, in Philadelphia. He considered himself a farmer-politician, but he became the lieutenant governor of Minnesota, then a state senator, and finally a U.S. congressman. Eventually, he was nominated for vice president under the Populist ticket, but he died shortly before the beginning of the campaign (Jueneman 1987). His political career was dwarfed, however, by his impact on world culture as a result of his theories on ancient Atlantis. Donnelly’s writings established the core beliefs of the Atlantis movement, and there would probably never have been a fight against the established paradigm had it not been for him.

        Noted geologist and author Robert M. Schoch was correct when asserting that Donnelly speaks to us from a nineteenth-century universe, filled with outmoded arguments and antiquated racial beliefs. Nevertheless, in many regards Donnelly maintained a progressive intellect. His first novel, Doctor Huguet, was an appeal for racial tolerance, and his second, Caesar’s Columns, was a cautionary tale that predicted the rise of twentieth-century totalitarian movements (Jueneman 1987).

        Despite his feelings of loyalty to Plato, Donnelly introduced new ideas and interpretations of Atlantis and inadvertently remade Atlantis in his own image. He brought it into a modern mythological context. He has either directly or indirectly influenced everyone from Madame Blavatsky to Graham Hancock.

        Donnelly published his theories in 1882 in a book titled Atlantis: The Antediluvian World. It has become the unofficial bible of Atlantis enthusiasts. Donnelly’s influence actually surpasses that of Plato in that much of what we now associate with the name Atlantis actually can be attributed to Donnelly, not Plato. In his book, Donnelly writes: “There once existed in the Atlantic Ocean, opposite the mouth of the Mediterranean Sea, a large island, which was the remnant of an Atlantic continent, and known to the ancient world as Atlantis. . . . The description of this island given by Plato is not, as has been long supposed, a fable, but veritable history” (1882, p. 1).

        Ignatius Donnelly reenergized the mythic traditions of the lost civilization of Atlantis and, in so doing, engendered controversy about his beliefs. He was aware of Darwin’s theory of natural selection and how it applied to human beings. After the famous Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection (1859), Darwin wrote The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex (1871), which directly linked humankind to primitive apelike ancestors, probably originating on the African continent. Donnelly thought that humans began in an entirely savage state. Only later did humanity evolve into Plato’s famous Atlanteans.

        Donnelly also believed that Atlantis was the original location of the true Garden of Eden. From this small common nucleus our fertile species set forth and multiplied, extending its reach to every corner of the globe. The human race thus became the dominant species on planet Earth. One might contest the idea that Donnelly revived the notion of Atlantis as a real place, more so than even Plato himself. We must remember, though, that Plato insisted from the beginning that the story of Atlantis was a true one, and one that had been handed down by the Egyptians to the ears of Solon, his ancestor.

        It was Donnelly’s argument, on the other hand, that all ancient civilizations originally stemmed from Atlantis, that it was the source of advanced cultures the world over, with colonies among the Maya and ancient Egyptians, and even the Irish, Chinese, and Indians. Donnelly was an ardent proponent of euhemerism—that is, the belief that the characters and events found in ancient mythology have a real, historical basis (Levy 2007, p. 66). He also linked mythological, and quite often Atlantean, references to actual cultures and civilizations. As he states in the preface of Atlantis: The Antediluvian World, “The gods and goddesses of the ancient Greeks, the Phoenicians, the Hindus, and the Scandinavians were simply the kings, queens, and heroes of Atlantis; and the acts attributed to them in mythology are a confused recollection of real historical events” (Donnelly 1882, pp. 1–2).

        Donnelly had his shortcomings, but he likely did not intend to provoke a clash of ideas with his writings. And in spite of his controversial outlook, he maintained an awesome pull on the proponents of Atlantis. He was confident that agriculture, metallurgy, pyramid building, writing, and mathematics all originated from one primordial source: Atlantis. Moreover, Donnelly believed that the notion of nature worship, as well as that of sun worship, so prevalent throughout ancient cultures, originated there. He also described a connecting plateau, or land bridge, that linked the three continents of North America, Atlantis, and Europe.

        According to Donnelly, many of the world’s most ancient cultures, such as the Phoenicians, harken back to the earliest days of Atlantis. In fact it is they, the Phoenicians, whom conventional theorists sometimes identify as the prototype of the Atlantean people. The Phoenicians spread trade and commerce throughout the Mediterranean and beyond the Pillars of Hercules, reaching straight across the Atlantic in search of copper and tin. Without question they could confirm any rumors of continents or landmasses in those regions, and much of what they said was astounding. They recounted the existence of several landmasses, perhaps the New World, while others remain more mysterious. It is obvious to us now that these islands no longer exist, at least not in the same form as originally described.

        This bold era of adventure and discovery was systematically halted by the crushing blow issued against the Phoenicians by the victorious Romans in what was the third and final Punic War. This silenced the growing passion for exploration and dimmed any hopes at verifying the legends and possible origins of Atlantis. There would be no chance of recovering ancient artifacts or documenting native oral traditions for at least another millennium, if not longer (Jueneman 1987).

      

      
        PLATO, THE WAR, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF ATLANTIS

        Let’s now examine Plato’s story of Atlantis in greater detail to determine the extent of its veracity. In the Timaeus, Plato’s great-grandfather Critias describes the lost civilization’s final death throes. As explained to Solon by the Egyptians, Atlantis attempted to subjugate the ancient Greeks of Athens. This, in time, would lead not only to the defeat of the Atlanteans but also to the eventual destruction of Atlantis itself. Plato writes:

        This vast power, gathered into one, endeavored to subdue at a blow our country and yours and the whole of the region within its straits; and then, Solon, your country shone forth, in the excellence of her virtue and strength, among all mankind. She was preeminent of courage and military skill, and was the leader of the Hellenes. And when the rest fell off from her, being compelled to stand alone, after having undergone the very extremity of danger, she defeated and triumphed over the invaders, and preserved from slavery those who were not yet subjugated, and generously liberated all the rest of us who dwell within the pillars. (Jowett and
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