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For the fishermen and farmers and teachers and watchmakers

who used what they had for the purposes the situation required.

 


 

"Time is a created thing. To say 'I don't have time' is to say 'I don't want to.'"

Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching

"The clock was a city device. The fjord operated on its own schedule."

Olav Eide, fisherman, Veldal, 1945
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Author's Note on Norwegian History and Sources

 

A Note on Norwegian History and Sources

Norway was occupied by German forces beginning on April 9, 1940, when the Wehrmacht launched Operation Weseruebung, the simultaneous invasion of Norway and Denmark. The Norwegian government and royal family escaped to Britain, where the government in exile continued to function under King Haakon VII. The Norwegian military capitulated formally on June 10, 1940, though armed resistance had been continuous since the invasion's first hours.

The German occupation of Norway lasted five years, until liberation on May 8, 1945. During this period, approximately nine thousand Norwegian Jews were subjected to the Nuremberg racial laws as applied by the collaborationist Nasjonal Samling government under Vidkun Quisling and the German Reichskommissar Josef Terboven. Approximately seven hundred and seventy-three Norwegian Jews were deported to Auschwitz, of whom thirty-eight survived. This deportation, conducted largely by Norwegian police, is one of the most thoroughly documented events of the Norwegian occupation and has been the subject of extensive historical scholarship.

The Norwegian Resistance, known as the hjemmefronten or home front, was one of the most sophisticated civilian resistance organizations in occupied Europe. It encompassed the military organization Milorg, which by 1945 had recruited approximately forty thousand fighters and was fully integrated into the Allied command structure under SHAEF. It encompassed the Sivorg, the civilian resistance organization that maintained the functioning of Norwegian civil society under occupation. It encompassed the XU intelligence network, which provided Britain with some of the most accurate and timely intelligence from occupied Europe throughout the war. And it encompassed thousands of individual acts of concealment, communication, and obstruction that individual Norwegians conducted without any formal organizational connection, because it was the right thing to do in the circumstances they were in.

The specific strategy depicted in this novel, the removal of all time-keeping devices from a village to disorient a German garrison, is fictional in its specific detail. However, it is grounded in documented Resistance strategies that used information deprivation, environmental manipulation, and the exploitation of the German occupation forces' dependence on reliable local information, as operational tools. The documented history of several Norwegian villages and communities that managed their relationships with German occupation forces through sophisticated psychological and environmental strategies provided the intellectual foundation for the central premise.

The geography of this novel is drawn from the fjord country of western Norway, specifically the Vestlandet region, though the specific village of Veldal is fictional. The weather patterns, the terrain, the darkness of the Arctic winter, and the specific quality of the Norwegian landscape in different seasons are all accurately represented.

All named German officers in this novel are fictional. The Norwegian characters are fictional. The organizations they belong to, Milorg, the Sivorg, the Norwegian police under occupation, the Nasjonal Samling, are real and are depicted in accordance with their documented historical character.

Readers seeking to understand the history of the Norwegian occupation and resistance may consult the resources of the Norwegian Resistance Museum in Oslo (mil.no/forsvaretmuseer/nhm), which maintains the most comprehensive collection of documentation on the Norwegian home front in any single institution. The Norwegian Jewish Museum (jodiskmuseumoslo.no) maintains documentation on the experience of Norwegian Jews during the occupation.

 


PROLOGUE

The Commandant at the Window

Veldal, Vestlandet, Norway. March 1943.


The thing about the village was the silence, and the thing about the silence was that it was not the silence that the German garrison commander had expected from a Norwegian village in the mountain winter. He had expected the silence of cold, the particular emptiness that extreme temperature imposes on a landscape when the human activity that normally populates it has been suppressed by the weather. He had expected the silence to have the quality of a pause, of things waiting to resume. He had expected the silence to be, in other words, temporary and legible.

What he found in Veldal was different. The silence of Veldal was not waiting. It was not a pause between known events. It was the silence of a place whose relationship to time had been reorganized in a way that he could not locate in any of the conceptual frameworks available to him, and the impossibility of locating it was the most unsettling thing he had encountered in twenty-three months of occupying Norwegian territory.

Hauptmann Werner Brandt was thirty-seven years old and had been in Norway since June 1940 and had occupied six villages before Veldal. He knew how occupation worked. He knew the patterns, the rhythms, the specific behavioral signatures of a population living under military control. He knew when a village was hiding something and he knew how to find it. He had, in the six villages before Veldal, found what needed to be found.

Veldal was













