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CHAPTER ONE

No More Mustache

 

Why would the phone be ringing so early on the first day of summer break?

The ear-piercing siren jarred Cassandra from her dreams and jerked her into an upright position. Where was that dratted phone? She reached her hand around the pillow until she found it.

Sunlight streamed through the window behind her bed, indicating that it wasn’t as early as she’d first thought. But her sister Emily still slumbered, mouth slightly open as she slept on the twin bed beside Cassie’s.

Andrea’s name flashed across the screen. Andrea! Cassie flipped the phone open to talk to her best friend, forgiving her for waking her. “Andrea? What’s up?”

“I need to come over,” Andrea said, her sobs filling the space between the phone and Cassie’s ear. “My mom and I got in a huge fight. Can I spend the night?”

“Hang on.” Cassie rolled off the bed and padded out of the bedroom she shared with Emily. She stepped into the kitchen, where she found her mom already doing dishes. A quick glance at the clock on the stove showed it was after ten in the morning. 

“Mom,” she said, “Andrea’s on the phone. She fought with her mom and wants to know if she can come over and spend the night.”

Mrs. Jones turned off the sink and sighed. “All right. That’s fine.”

“Thanks.” Cassie flashed her a grin and went back to her room. “Sure, Andrea. You can come over.”

“Okay,” Andrea said, her voice still choked. “Thank you so much. I’ll be right there.”

Cassie closed the phone and glanced around at the mess on her bedroom floor. Good thing her mom hadn’t come in, or she certainly would have said no to Andrea spending the night! Cassie gathered the dirty clothes into her arms and dropped them into the hamper, then organized her books onto the shelf and put her shoes away.

Two hours later, Andrea still hadn’t arrived. The room was clean, Cassie was dressed, and now she stared vacantly at the television with her brother and sisters, wondering when she’d see her friend. When she tried calling Andrea, no one answered.

Typical.

“Is Andrea still coming?” Mrs. Jones asked at two in the afternoon. 

“I don’t know,” Cassie replied, too frustrated to elucidate.

Six hours after she had called, Andrea’s mom pulled the car into the driveway. Andrea flounced out, her hair coiffed and curled, a light floral dress bouncing around her thighs.

“Hello!” she crowed as she came in and dropped her bags on Cassie’s bed, all radiant smiles. 

“How are you?” Cassie asked, searching her face. She didn’t see any signs of trauma.

“Have fun,” Mrs. Wall said, giving Andrea a hug. “See you later. Love you.”

“Love you too,” Andrea said, beaming.

As soon as Mrs. Wall left, Cassie said, “So? Are you and your mom okay?”

“Oh, yes,” Andrea
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