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When it comes to Filipino-style cockfighting, it’s mostly about game birds using long knives as their weapon of choice. In other parts of the world, they might use short knives or gaffs. Everyone has their own favorite weapon for their birds, but this book is focused on the long knife.

Some people argue that short knives are the best and even call them the future of cockfighting. Fans of gaffs also claim theirs is the best, saying short knife and long knife fights are quick enough to keep the audience entertained. But those who prefer the long knife know it’s not easy. Fights with long knives can be unpredictable and sometimes end in under a minute.

In Filipino cockfighting, where long knives are the norm, we need birds that can break high right at the start, move fast both sideways and vertically, cut accurately in all directions, and show deep determination. In short, competing in long knife matches takes a complete fighter—game birds that are not just smart but can combine speed and power to dominate the fight.
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If you're a gamefowl breeder, knowing the different bloodlines and their unique fighting styles is crucial. This understanding is the foundation of your breeding strategy, helping you create birds that not only have strong traits but also match your goals for their performance in competitions.

When preparing your gamefowl for a fight, it's important to think about the type of competition. Different formats, like gaff or long knife, require different strengths. In gaff fights, the focus is on durability and toughness—birds need to have endurance and a never-give-up attitude. On the other hand, long knife fights demand speed and precision. The best fighters here are quick, agile, and strike with deadly accuracy.

Breeding successful gamefowl is about finding the right balance of genetics and strategy. It’s about creating birds that can not only compete but excel in the high-stakes world of cockfighting.

For example, in American cockfighting, gaffs are the main weapon. Birds with Oriental bloodlines are popular because of their cutting ability and strong build. In the Philippines, where the long knife is used, speed and aerial skills are more important. Winning often comes down to having birds that are fast, agile, and can move sharply in the air.

To succeed as a breeder or competitor, you need to deeply understand these bloodlines and the fighting styles they’re suited for. This knowledge is key to thriving in this traditional and competitive field.

Brown Red

The Brown Red gamefowl, often called the “Speed Cutter,” is famous for its incredible speed and quick, flashy fighting style. Known for its rapid combination attacks, this breed is a standout in the “razzle-dazzle” drag style of combat, dazzling opponents with swift, precise movements. They’re easy to recognize by their dark, burgundy-colored feathers, dark legs, and sharp, piercing eyes.

In long knife competitions, where speed is everything, the Brown Red excels, using its lightning-fast reflexes to outmaneuver opponents. However, its main weakness is its lack of endurance and gameness, which makes it less effective in gaff fights, where toughness and staying power are essential.

To address this, breeders often cross the Brown Red with tougher bloodlines like Asil, Hatch, or Shamo. This mix adds strength, stamina, and gameness, creating a more versatile and well-rounded fighter capable of performing in a variety of fighting styles.

The Brown Red’s history traces back to the 1870s, when Joe Wingate brought a special breed of poultry from Northern Ireland to his farm in Alabama. These birds had reddish-brown feathers, some with ginger tones, dark legs, and sharp hazel eyes—traits that became the Brown Red’s signature look.

From the start, the Brown Reds were celebrated for their speed and their ability to land multiple powerful strikes in quick succession. They attacked with an aggressive, predatory energy, often overwhelming opponents with a flurry of blows. Despite their offensive prowess, they rarely jumped high to avoid attacks.

Thanks to their natural speed and fighting spirit, Brown Reds are a favorite for crossbreeding. Adding a touch of Asil, Hatch, or Shamo bloodlines enhances their strength and endurance, giving them harder-hitting strikes and the stamina needed for longer, more demanding fights. This combination turns the Brown Red into a more complete and formidable contender in the competitive gamefowl arena.

Sweater

In the world of long knife competitions, the Sweater bloodline stands out as a true powerhouse. These gamefowls are known for their unmatched blend of speed and strength, making them fierce and relentless fighters. Often nicknamed “Mr. Excitement” by enthusiasts, a Sweater’s fighting style is all about high-energy attacks and unwavering aggression.

Despite their impressive abilities, Sweaters have a weakness—they tend to tire out quickly. To overcome this, skilled breeders often cross them with tougher bloodlines to improve their endurance, turning them into even more formidable competitors.

Sweaters dominate in aerial combat, effortlessly soaring to great heights and outmaneuvering opponents with precision. In close quarter combats, they maintain their intensity, overpowering their rivals with sheer ferocity and strength.

Physically, Sweaters are easy to recognize. They have long, flowing tail feathers, bright crimson chests, and sturdy yellow legs. Their striking appearance is a symbol of their lineage’s history of strength and success.

The Sweater bloodline became a major force in the Philippine gamefowl scene thanks to American breeder Carol NeSmith. His strategic use of this breed helped him achieve victory in many of the country’s top competitions. NeSmith once said, “No single bloodline or breeder can dominate forever. Success in today’s cockfighting world depends on both smart breeding and solid investment.” This insight reflects how the sport has evolved, with knowledge and adaptability now more important than ever.

Roundhead

The Roundhead bloodline holds a special place in the hearts of gamefowl breeders and enthusiasts. Known for their speed, precision, and sharp cutting ability, these birds are the definition of top-tier fighters. With roots tracing back to a mix of Jap, Asil, and the straight-combed Bankiva breeds, Roundheads have a strong Oriental influence, making them stand out from their American gamefowl counterparts.

The Roundhead story begins with Colonel E. F. Grist of Fort Gaines, Georgia, in the 1920s. He provided the original flock to Mr. Allen, marking the start of a legendary lineage. Roundheads were admired for their striking looks—dark red feathers, jet-black legs, and intense black eyes.

Over the years, the Roundhead bloodline evolved into several well-known sub-strains, including Allen, Saunders, Bostons, Lacys, Hulseys, Perkins, and more. While they originally had straight combs, many now sport pea combs due to careful crossbreeding.

Modern Roundheads are easy to spot with their ebony spurs, pea combs, yellow or white legs, light yellow hackles, and fiery red eyes. They’re built for battle, combining agility, intelligence, and raw power.

One of their standout traits is early maturity, making them fierce fighters even as young stags. With the right conditioning, they grow into seasoned champions. In the long knife arena, they dominate with their quick thinking, nimbleness, and explosive power. Their high breaks and sharp, calculated strikes make them a sight to behold.

The Roundhead’s combination of speed, intelligence, and strength has solidified its reputation as one of the most respected and effective bloodlines in the competitive world of gamefowl.

Gray

In the world of gamefowl breeding, opinions about off-colored roosters have significantly changed over time. These birds, especially grays, were once unfairly seen as weaker compared to the more common red roosters. However, history has proven that this bias was misplaced. Today, gray roosters are celebrated for their impressive success in top cockfighting competitions.

Gray roosters, with their unique looks, often have a proud, upright stance and striking feather patterns. Their chests show a mix of black and gray, and their hackles and saddle feathers gleam like silver. But it’s not just their appearance that sets them apart—it’s their outstanding fighting ability.

Known for their powerful strikes and fearless spirit, gray roosters are now recognized as some of the toughest contenders in the gamefowl world. Their accuracy, strength, and determination rival the best and most famous bloodlines. This combination of beauty and skill has turned gray roosters into respected stars of the sport.

Among these legendary birds are the Harold Brown Grays, nicknamed “Old Hard Punchers.” These birds are famous for their strength and power, a reputation deeply rooted in cockfighting history. Breeders often mix their genetics with other bloodlines to add speed and agility, making their offspring even more lethal in the ring.

Another famous line is the Law Grays, created in the 1930s by an innovative breeder named Law. Known as Canadian Grays, they stand out with yellow or white legs and a proud straight comb. These birds are powerful fighters, capable of delivering devastating blows in a single strike.

The Regular Gray line combines the strengths of three renowned gray families: the Sweater Gray, Plainhead Muf Gray, and Law Gray. This exceptional lineage owes much of its success to breeders like Freddie Wimberly, Harold Brown, and John O’Fowler, who carefully crafted this powerful bloodline.

With their straight combs, green or yellow legs, and shimmering silver wings, Regular Grays are a sight to behold. But it’s their deep-cutting strikes and unmatched power in the ring that truly make them champions, earning them a well-deserved place at the top of gamefowl breeding and cockfighting history.

Claret

The Claret gamefowl is famous for its deadly accuracy and has a long, proud history in cockfighting. Known for their precise strikes and consistent performance, Clarets are a favorite among breeders who value their reliability and strength in the ring. The Claret bloodline is seen as a foundation for success, often used to create top-tier fighters capable of taking on any opponent.

The most renowned line, the Madigan Clarets, was created by Colonel Madigan. Though his main interest was racehorses, he accidentally stumbled upon something extraordinary while breeding gamefowl in his stables. Rumor has it that Whitehackle blood was mixed into the line, giving the Madigan Clarets their incredible speed and power. This mix of traits created a bird that was both fast and fierce, making it a standout in the world of gamefowl.

The Clarets also owe part of their history to the breeding efforts of Juan Garza and his father in Mexico. Their careful crossbreeding produced a powerful strain that dominated cockfighting pits in Texas for over 50 years. They used a strategic mix of three breeds—Roundhead for toughness, Claret for strength, and Kelso for agility—to create a formidable bird that excelled in combat.

A classic Claret rooster is easy to recognize. They have a straight comb, deep wine-red feathers, a striking black chest, and white markings on their wings and tail. Their legs are bright white, completing their unique look. But it’s their incredible skill in fighting that really sets them apart. Clarets are quick, sharp, and deadly in their strikes. On top of that, they have a remarkable fighting spirit. Even when the odds are against them, Clarets show unmatched courage and determination, refusing to back down from any challenge.

Today, Clarets are still a major force in cockfighting competitions around the world, including in the Philippines and Mexico. Their bloodline has been refined and perfected over more than 80 years, and their consistent success proves why they remain one of the most sought-after breeds. If they weren’t so exceptional, their legacy would have faded long ago. Instead, Clarets continue to thrive, standing as a symbol of resilience, victory, and the skill of the breeders who










































































	Sweater gamefowl are unmatched in close combat, fighting with relentless determination, even when injured, and refusing to quit.

	Kelso gamefowl are all about strategy and skill, using clever feints and sidesteps to confuse their opponents before landing devastating counterattacks.

	Hatch gamefowl charge in with unmatched power and intensity, unleashing a raw, untamed energy in every fight.
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