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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 52:

8 of Pentacles

Ali Noel Vyain


8 of Pentacles

Alice shuffled the special deck. She set it down and drew the top card. She turned and left the tarot reading room just as Madeline led a client to the room. Alice continued walking up the stairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk and found the corresponding cards from her decks. She laid the three different versions of 8 of Pentacles side by side.

She smiled to herself listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. She opened her notebook and took notes. She didn’t worry about the time. She knew she was honing her skills and leveling up. It wasn’t until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen that the young elf put her pen down. Alice stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen.

The music stopped and Eliot entered the kitchen. He set the table and waited. He smiled at Alice and she smiled back.

Madeline didn’t turn her head. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “8 of Pentacles.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is artistry, quickness of thought, modesty, straight talk, talent, young, honest, obliging, simplicity, courtesy, good reception, gentleness, tenderness, innocence and excellent habits. It can be great personal effort for craft or art or mastering your craft or enjoying your employment.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is sloth, conceit, false gifts, flattery, intrigue, extortion. It can be being untrustworthy and vain. It could also be talent misused.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and ate.

Eliot asked, “So what will be the card tomorrow?”

Alice shrugged and smiled. “It could almost be anything. Even another pentacles as I’m not done with them.”

Madeline smiled. “It should be random. Do you shuffle the cards?”

Alice nodded. “I shuffle or spread the cards out. Sometimes I cut the deck and then just draw the top card.”

Eliot asked, “Any cards jump out at you?”

Alice smiled. “Not yet, but I’m sure that will happen sooner or later.”

Madeline said, “It’s happened to me many times. It gets interesting when it happens during a reading.”

Eliot said, “I bet. What do the clients think?”

Madeline answered, “They react in different ways. Some are quite surprised or even shocked. Some get mad and others realize it’s true without overreacting.”

Alice said, “Sounds about right. Different people react in different ways.”

They finished eating and Madeline left to deal with more clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to take care of orders.

He packaged up his part of each order in their respective labeled boxes. He looked at her. “Alice, I think we’ve reached the 8 of Pentacles.”

She smiled at him. “Oh, because we have mastered our crafts?”

He nodded. “Yes, and the orders are stable now. People like what we make.”

Her smile got bigger. “Yes, and it’s a good feeling. We both enjoy what we do for work too.”

Madeline came and got some items for clients. “Alice, I may need you for practice readings today.”

Alice said, “Okay. We’re almost done here, so it shouldn’t be a problem.”

Madeline nodded and left. The delivery person arrived to accept the completed and sealed boxes with a smile. Klio and Klia watched the comings and goings of those outside. They even chatted with the neighborhood cats.

Eliot said, “I swear they are talking between themselves and the neighborhood cats.”

Alice said, “Of course they are. They have a job as guards. They need to know what is going on outside.”

He smiled. “That’s what I was thinking.” He petted the cats.

She smiled and petted the cats too. “I doubt they will tell us. They just know what to do.”

“Meow! Meow!”

They finished the orders for the day and ensured there was enough back stock too. They were cleaning the greenhouse as clients came and went. Madeline came back and grabbed some items.

She was back moments later. “Alice, are you ready?”

Alice nodded and followed Madeline to the tarot reading room. The young elf sat in the reader position. The elder elf led a client into the room. Madeline grabbed a deck to give to Alice. She shuffled the deck.

The client sat down. “Just a general reading for me today.” They waited.

Alice drew three cards—the Emperor, the Hanged Person and the 10 of cups. She blinked and studied the cards. “Okay, so in the past you had strict rules and regulations to follow. In your present, your perspective is changing. As a result, you will be happy.”

The client blinked. “That’s what it feels like. Perhaps things were too strict and I had too many limiting beliefs. So, letting go of them will lead to happiness?”

Alice nodded. Madeline smiled.

The client said, “Thanks. I feel much better now.”

Alice smiled. Madeline led them out and led the next one in. They sat down as Alice shuffled the deck.

The client said, “I’m not sure I have a question per se. Just wondering what I have to look forward to.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the 8 of Wands, the Moon and the Page of Cups. She blinked and studied the cards. “I see in your past you had things happening too fast for you to deal with. Now you feel lost in the dark wondering what will happen next. I see in your future you will get an offer of love. Something that will help things to settle down so they are more relaxing for you.”

The client sighed. “There was a lot happening and I do wonder what is hidden from me now, but a new offer will be welcomed.” They smiled. “Thank you.”

Alice smiled and nodded. Madeline led them out and led another client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client said, “What will happen if I accept a job offer?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Wands, Page of Pentacles and 9 of Wands. She blinked and studied the cards. “I see in your past you were contemplating and looking forward to the future. You probably wondered if you would get a job offer. In your present, you have a job offer. If you accept it, you will have to maintain boundaries and be prepared. It seems the job is hard and you might be surrounded by people who will try to get rid of you. However, you don’t have to give into them. You can keep working.”

The client smiled. “That sounds about right about my past and present. I’ll keep that in mind for my future.”

Madeline led them out and led another into the reading room. They sat down. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client sighed. “I’m just wondering what I have to look forward to after what has happened.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed Ace of Wands, 5 of Swords and 4 of Swords. Alice blinked. She could feel some pain that the client had gone through as she studied the cards. “I see your past was painful and disappointing. This led to you being bullied and feeling you had to fight back, but not always sure how. In the future, the fight is over and now you can rest and heal up from what has happened.”

The client let out a sigh of relief. “So, this too shall pass. That’s actually comforting. Thank you.” They left with Madeline leading them out.

Madeline brought another client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client said, “Well, I want to know what will happen if I take a chance on an opportunity that I was offered.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Wands, reversed Fool, and 8 of Cups. She blinked and studied the cards before answering. “I see in your past you were looking forward to the future. You wondered what would happen. Now, you are being warned to look before you leap or you will find yourself having to walk away from a bad situation.”

The client said, “Oh! Okay, then I’ll learn more about my offer before I take it. Thank you.” They left with Madeline showing them the way out of the house.

Madeline came back with another client. They sat down and Alice shuffled the cards once more. She waited for the client.

The client blinked. “Well, what does the future hold for me?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—5 of Pentacles, Page of Cups and 2 of Pentacles. She blinked and studied the cards. “I see you have gone through hardship and poverty and possibly bad health.”

The client nodded.

Alice continued, “But that’s over now. You currently have an offer of love, which may or may not be romantic. As a result, your future holds possibilities for you. You will do your best to keep things in balance. It’s clear your future looks brighter than your past was.”

The client smiled. “That sounds good to me. Thank you.” They left following Madeline out of the house.

Madeline came back. “Alice, you did good. Sometimes I have trouble reading for those clients and offered you as another reader. They all accepted and I’m glad they did. You made them all happy and I know you told them the truth.”

Alice smiled. “I’m glad I could see enough for them. Sometimes, it can be hard to see everything.”

Madeline nodded. “That comes with practice and the opening of your third eye.”

Alice smiled and didn’t worry about it.
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