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Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, to the Kingdoms of Creation's favorite game show, Does This Mouth Meet Meat?! You, my lovely contestants, will get to meet some fantastic creatures and try to guess whether each of our featured creatures is a carnivore, herbivore, or omnivore. I will give you clues about their teeth, digestive systems, and other features that they use to fill their bellies. Get all 5 correct, and you will earn the greatest title in all the Kingdom of the Animals: Matchless Meat Meeting Masters!

As always, we start by explaining the three types of animal diets. First, we have carnivores. These are animals that only eat other animals. Think sharp teeth for tearing, strong claws for snatching and scratching, and speed and intelligence for catching their prey.

Next, are the herbivores: those animals that don't eat other animals. What do they eat? Why, grasses, shrubs, algae, fungi, practically anything that won't run away. You won't find sharp claws with these creatures, no siree, but you will find large, flat, grinding teeth and long digestive systems to deal with all those tough leaves.

Last but not least, the omnivores. These guys will eat just about anything! They want that hamburger and the lettuce and bun, too! You can tell them by their mix of features: teeth for tearing and grinding? That's an omnivore for you!

Now that we have finished our little appetizer, are you hungry to get started? Great!

Course One: Mammals from Down Under

Our first course is 'Mammals from Down Under' — creatures from the sun-baked continent of Australia. Let's head into the bush and see what creatures we can find!
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First up, we have the red kangaroo. You know those hopping legs, those boxing arms, and that pouch, but do you know what goes in its mouth? Check out those front teeth for snipping and those large, flat, grinding molars in the back. And they have not one, but two stomachs, chock-full of friendly microbes.
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So, what do you think? Does this mouth meet meat?
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No! This animal is an herbivore, dining exclusively on grasses and shrubs. That's a lot of tough food to deal with! Lucky for the red kangaroo that it has those molars which replace themselves regularly and friendly microbes that are absolute superstars at getting every last drop of nutrients — and water — out. In the dry Australian outback, that comes in pretty handy!
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Next up, we have the dingo. Picture it: sandy-colored fur over a lean, powerful body, slinking through the dark under the Southern Cross. They might look like friendly puppies, but don't be fooled: these are no pets. Just look at those sharp teeth, perfectly honed for biting and ripping, and those strong legs made for the chase.
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How about this one? Does this mouth meet meat?
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Yes! Dingoes are carnivores, feasting on kangaroos, wallabies, lizards, fish, and even the occasional penguin! Those sharp teeth are the signature of meat-eaters, and that strong body points to a predator that is always on the hunt for its next meal. Dingoes are gifted with both; good thing, too, otherwise they would have to go without dinner!

[image: ]
Course Two: Supper at Sea

How are you doing so far? With two down, it's time to dive into our next course: Supper at Sea. Can you figure out what these sea creatures eat?
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First up: coral. They might look like plants or rocks, but don't be fooled! Even though they don't move around, they are really tiny animals no bigger than your thumb. But what do these strange animals eat? How do they even eat? With a venomous barb, of course, that shoots out to spear food that is passing by. Then — whoosh — it's pulled back into its stomach.
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