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The history of secret societies is often a tapestry of myth, conjecture, and fragmented records, but few organizations carry the weight of mystery associated with the Sphinx Society. Founded on the principle that ancient architectural wonders were not merely monuments but repositories of pre-diluvian knowledge, the Society has operated in the shadows of academia and theology for centuries. To understand the Sphinx Society, one must first understand the symbol from which it takes its name. The Great Sphinx of Giza, a limestone statue of a reclining sphinx, a mythical creature with the body of a lion and the head of a human, serves as the ultimate metaphor for the organization. It represents the silent guardian of secrets, a watcher that sees the passage of aeons while remaining immovable and inscrutable. The Society believes that the Sphinx is the key to a lost "Hall of Records," a concept popularized in the 20th century but rooted in traditions that date back to the early Christian era and beyond.

The Society’s origins are not found in Egypt, but in the intellectual ferment of the late Renaissance and early Enlightenment. During this period, European scholars began to look toward the East with a mixture of reverence and greed. They were searching for the prisca theologia, the "ancient theology" that they believed was a single, true theology that threads through all religions and was given by God to man in antiquity. The Sphinx Society emerged as a radical offshoot of Rosicrucian and Hermetic circles, specifically focused on the physical remnants of the antediluvian world. While other groups focused on alchemy or political reform, the Sphinx Society was obsessed with the preservation of "Stone Wisdom." They argued that while books could burn and oral traditions could be corrupted, the proportions and placements of the Great Pyramids and the Sphinx were a mathematical language that could never be erased.

Throughout its history, the Society has maintained a dual existence. Publicly, many of its members were renowned archaeologists, linguists, and theologians. Privately, they exchanged correspondence coded in "The Lion’s Script," a cipher based on the star chart of Leo as it appeared over Giza in 10,500 BCE. This specific date is crucial to their dogma, as they claim it marks the "First Time" or Zep Tepi, a period when gods or highly advanced survivors of a global cataclysm walked the earth. The Society’s primary objective has always been the "Awakening of the Silent One," a ritualistic and literal endeavor to gain access to the chambers they believe exist beneath the Sphinx’s paws.

The Biblical connections of the Society are perhaps the most controversial aspect of their history. They do not view the Bible as a purely theological text, but as a coded historical record of the same cataclysm that necessitated the building of the Sphinx. They link the figure of Enoch, the seventh patriarch from Adam, directly to the construction of the Giza complex. According to their internal texts, Enoch was the architect who encoded the wisdom of the heavens into stone before the Great Flood of Noah. This interpretation places the Sphinx Society in direct opposition to mainstream ecclesiastical authorities for much of the 18th and 19th centuries, leading to a culture of extreme paranoia and secrecy that defines the group to this day.

As we examine the trajectory of the Sphinx Society, we see a group that has influenced the course of modern archaeology more than many realize. From the early excavations of Giovanni Battista Caviglia to the mysterious funding behind 20th century sonar surveys, the Society’s fingerprints are everywhere. They are the silent partners in the quest for human origins, motivated by a belief that the past is not behind us, but beneath us. This book aims to chronicle their journey from the smoke-filled salons of 17th century London to the digital underground of the modern age, providing an objective look at their triumphs, their failures, and the enduring mystery of their ultimate goal.
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Chapter 1: The Foundations Of Stone And Silence
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The formalization of the Sphinx Society began in London during the 1660s, a time when the Royal Society was also finding its feet. While the Royal Society sought to understand the natural world through empirical observation, the founders of the Sphinx Society, known then as the "Circle of the Recumbent Lion," believed that the most important empirical data had already been discovered and subsequently lost. The primary catalyst for the group was the arrival of several Byzantine manuscripts brought to England following the fall of Constantinople. These documents, written in a mixture of Greek and Coptic, hinted at a "Living Stone" in the desert of Memphis that held the chronology of the world.

The London Circle was led by Elias Ashmole and several lesser known figures who felt that the burgeoning scientific revolution was missing a spiritual dimension. They met in the back rooms of coffee houses, places where the air was thick with the scent of new trade and old secrets. Their early work involved mapping the dimensions of the Sphinx based on the accounts of travelers like Herodotus and Pliny the Elder. They were particularly interested in the idea of the "Stone of the Travelers," a legendary tablet supposed to be held between the paws of the Sphinx. To the London Circle, this was not mere mythology, it was a technical manual for understanding the pre-flood world.

By 1680, the Circle had developed a sophisticated system of internal degrees. Unlike the Freemasons, who focused on the tools of the builder, the Sphinx Society focused on the perspective of the watcher. Their initiation rites involved a "Trial of Silence," where a candidate would have to sit motionless for twelve hours, mirroring the eternal watch of the Sphinx. This discipline was meant to prepare the mind for the "Heaviness of Truth." They believed that the secrets of Giza were too profound for the average mind to grasp, and that only through extreme mental fortitude could one hope to decode the mathematical language of the ancients.

The group’s financial stability was ensured by a series of endowments from wealthy patrons who were convinced that the Sphinx held the secret to "Liquid Gold," which the Society interpreted as a metaphor for the preservation of life and knowledge. They began to fund private expeditions, often disguised as commercial ventures, to gather sand samples and measurements from the Giza plateau. These early reports were kept in a central repository known as the "Granary of Thoth," a library whose location remains a subject of intense debate among historians of the occult.

The Biblical Connection And The Enochian Theory

A central pillar of the Sphinx Society’s doctrine is the "Enochian Theory," which bridges the gap between Egyptian monumentality and Judeo-Christian scripture. The Society points to the Book of Genesis and the apocryphal Book of Enoch as evidence that a "Master Class" of humans, the Watchers, possessed knowledge of metallurgy, astronomy, and geometry that was lost during the Deluge. They argue that the Sphinx was not built by the Pharaoh Khafre, but by the descendants of Seth, who sought to preserve the "Wisdom of the Stars" in a form that could survive a global flood.

This theory relies heavily on the "Pillar of Enoch" mentioned by the historian Josephus. Josephus wrote that the descendants of Seth erected two pillars, one of brick and one of stone, to preserve their discoveries for posterity. The Sphinx Society identifies the Great Pyramid and the Sphinx as these two pillars. They suggest that the Sphinx, being of stone, was intended to survive the water, while the pyramid, which they believe once contained a core of fired brick, was meant to survive a catastrophe of fire. This Biblical alignment gave the Society a sense of divine mission, they were not just historians, they were the self-appointed custodians of God’s first revelation to man.

The Society also finds significance in the dimensions of the Sphinx, which they claim correlate to the cubits used in the construction of Noah’s Ark and the Tabernacle. They spent decades performing complex calculations, often using to relate the curvature of the earth to the placement of the Sphinx on the 30th parallel. They believed that the Sphinx acted as a "Geodetic Marker," a fixed point from which the entire post-diluvian world was measured. This "Sacred Geometry" was seen as a way to read the mind of the Creator through the medium of stone.

In the late 18th century, this Biblical focus led to a split within the Society. One faction, the "Scripturalists," wanted to align the Society more closely with the Church of England, arguing that their discoveries proved the historical accuracy of the Bible. The other faction, the "Solarists," argued that the Sphinx predated the Bible and that the Hebrew scriptures were a simplified version of a much older, universal truth. This internal conflict nearly destroyed the Society, but it ultimately resulted in a more robust, if more fragmented, organization that could operate within different cultural and religious contexts.

The Search For The Hall Of Records

The most enduring obsession of the Sphinx Society is the "Hall of Records," a subterranean library allegedly located beneath or near the Sphinx. The Society’s belief in this chamber is based on the "Emerald Tablet" and various Hermetic texts which describe a "Chamber of Archives" containing the history of a lost civilization, often identified as Atlantis. For the Society, the Sphinx is the literal keyhole to this vault. They believe that the right front paw of the Sphinx sits directly over the entrance, which can only be opened by a specific "Harmonic Resonance."

Throughout the 1800s, the Society obsessed over the "Dream Stele," the stone slab between the Sphinx’s paws erected by Thutmose IV. They interpreted the inscriptions on the Stele not as a political justification for Thutmose’s kingship, but as a coded map. They were particularly interested in the mention of the "Secret Places of the First Time." Society members, such as the enigmatic
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