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“He who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I myself conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne”

Revelation 3:21, RSV2CE.
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“From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and men of violence take it by force”

Matthew 11:12, RSV2CE.

There are certainly many interpretations of Jesus’ statement in Matthew 11:12.

Some interpret Jesus's words that “the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and men of violence take it by force” by assigning the meaning of the world violence as a reference to asceticism, temperance, and self-discipline. In this case, it is those who discipline themselves by prayer and fasting who seize hold of the kingdom (RSV2CE).

Another interpretation is the fact that great multitudes followed Jesus with energetic enthusiasm and rather recklessly due to their hunger to satisfy their spiritual emptiness and due to the miracles and healings he was performing everywhere, as we can see for example with the group of men who opened a hole in the roof of the house of Simon Peter in Capernaum so they could lower down the pallet on which a paralytic man lay just in front of were Jesus was so he could be healed (Mark 2:3-12, RSV2CE).

Another way of seeing this required violence to take the kingdom of heaven is the words of Jesus in Luke 14:26-27 when great multitudes accompanied him. He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple” (RSV2CE).

It will take spiritual force to stand against Satan in this world. It is the only way to advance the kingdom of heaven in this world.

Jesus displaced the Devil as the lord of this world. According to Tom (Kingdom of God, 2020), a more accurate translation is, ‘From the days of John the Baptist until now men are forcefully pressing into the kingdom of heaven, and eager men pursue it, grab hold of it and forcefully claim it. We cannot enter God’s kingdom passively. We must eagerly press into it, pursue it, grab onto it, and claim it with both hands. (How to Understand ‘The Kingdom of Heaven Suffers Violence’.standinfaith.org).

Discipleship is a serious commitment. It is not about testing the waters or holding ourselves back from God. A complete surrender to Christ is necessary to complete the tasks of Christian living (Luke 14:28).

Furthermore, we need to be violent towards our fallen nature, subduing it completely to follow Jesus, resisting the desires of the flesh and surrendering to the will of God at all times and in all circumstances.

​
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Lift Up Your Fallen Nature and Manifest Your Spiritual Being 
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“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh” 

Galatians 5.16, RSV2CE.

In the fall, man, who has been created by God for a specific purpose and given specific tasks, takes it upon himself to decide what is best for his own life rather than listening to the instructions of the divine being that has just created him from the dirt of the Earth. Through an act of deliberate disobedience, and though he still bears the image of his creator God, man becomes tainted with sin and his condition has changed. Man, and his subsequent decisions are directly influenced and dictated by his fallen condition (Joshua Ensley, 2021. Fallen: The Condition of Man. joshuaensley.org).

The whole world lies in the power of the evil one. For about 4000 years, from Adam until Jesus, not even one person lived a sinless life. All had sinned and therefore were under the power of the lord of this world system, the Devil. (standinfaith.org).

The weight of this dark world dominated by Satan is so heavy on our souls that if we do not pray constantly, we will be in trouble. Do not say please, that at this time you do not have anything to do, if you think you do not have anything to do, then pray because this is a secure way to rise and lift your fallen nature and in this way, the holy spirit will enlighten your day and your path.

If we do not pray without ceasing, (1 Thessalonians 5:17) we are doomed.

Paul described our fallen nature as “our old man,” in Romans 6.6. The “old man” is a “body of sin”. Our old nature or flesh is incapable of obeying God or pleasing Him (Romans 8.7-8). While we cannot change our nature by our moral efforts, God can. When one believes the gospel, our human spirit, dead on account of Adam’s fall is made alive. At the moment of trust, God also indwells us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. He comes to indwell us forever (Ephesians 1.13-14; Romans 8.9, 15-16; 1 Corinthians 3.16). The Holy Spirit is God’s “pledge” or “down payment” to us (2 Corinthians 1.22; Ephesians 1.14) as a promise of future blessing (Nature of Man. 2025, doctrine.org).

G.K. Chesterton the philosopher, and Christian apologist, suggested that the fall of man is a view held around the world; in fact, ‘It is not only the only enlightening, but the only encouraging view of life.’ The Catholic Church teaches that man has suffered a privation of Grace and thereby has incurred the defect of Original Sin by his original disobedience. All are born of sin and destined for a life of difficulty and trial. The only real remediation is for a soul to submit his will to the Creator and cooperate with graces freely given that his nature might be perfected. The fact that man has suffered the Fall is overwhelmingly evident for the observant; and yet, we live in a time when our teachers and philosophers deny that there was any fall ever, and that man can perfect himself by his efforts. The greatest folly of this age is that we have rejected the Fall in our universities, and our governments have told us the great lie that we are capable of perfecting ourselves’ (Steven Jonathan Rummelsburg, 2015. Recognizing the Fall of Man. catholicstand.com).

Self-sufficiency and incredulity lead man to the blindness of spiritual lukewarm and finally to spiritual death.

[image: A profile of two people

Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Deny Yourself
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“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Matthew 26:41, RSV2CE.

Self-denial for the Christian, means renouncing oneself as the center of existence (which goes against the natural inclination of the human will) and recognizing Jesus Christ as one’s new and true center. It means acknowledging that the old self is dead, and the new life is now hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3–5). From our new birth into Jesus Christ, self-denial becomes a daily exercise for the rest of this life (1 Peter 4:1–2). With the Holy Spirit now indwelling us, we are thrust into a conflict between the divine Spirit of God and the carnal self. Paul describes this ongoing struggle in Romans 7:14–25, and in Titus 2:11–13: “For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” (Got Questions Ministries. 2023. What does it mean to deny yourself? gotquestions.org)

Jesus tells us to deny ourselves. ‘This means we must disown and renounce ourselves and subjugate everything—all our works, interests, and enjoyments—to the standards God sets”. Jesus presents the choice between clinging to our former lives or letting go and entrusting our new lives to His care. ‘He points out that all the riches of the world mean nothing without a spiritual life’ (John O. Reid, David C. Grabbe theberean.org).

“A disparity exists between Christians who acknowledge a new birth in Jesus and a lifestyle that does not reflect Jesus demands for discipleship. It seems [that] part of the problem is [that] Christian leaders are preaching/teaching a diluted gospel. They have not challenged their followers to subscribe to what Jesus taught in the Gospels (Mark,8:34-38; Luke 9: 23-27; Luke 14:25-35). Radical discipleship refers to the complete surrender of the old self and a willingness to be a cross-bearer. When radical discipleship is taught, Christians grow in faith and become motivated by Jesus’s Holy Spirit to share what God has done for them with others” (Phillip Edwin Hohensee, 2020. The Problem with Discipleship: Christians are Reluctant, to Deny Self, and Be Cross Bearers. Abstract, a Doctoral Project. Biola University).

We live in a world in which self-centeredness is being promoted to its greatest extent in human history. Appealing advertising hammers away at us to gratify ourselves: Why wait, why deny ourselves, why sacrifice, why not go along with everyone else? Constantly we hear, ‘Indulge yourself because you deserve it.’ This world always appeals to moral and ethical standards lower than those of the great God and His way of life. In Technicolor with emotion-stirring music, Hollywood ‘sells’ adultery and fornication as acceptable. Faithlessness is rising to its peak; because self-centeredness, the father of irresponsibility, is being promoted to its utmost. (John W. Ritenbaugh. 1998. The Fruit of the


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image005.png





d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image003.jpg





d2d_images/image007.jpg





