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●  The Houston Astros began as an expansion team named the Houston Colt .45s in 1962.

●  They joined Major League Baseball alongside the New York Mets.

●  The team was the brainchild of Judge Roy Hofheinz and R.E. "Bob" Smith.

●  The Colt .45s played their home games at Colt Stadium.

●  In 1965, the franchise underwent a name change to the Astros, reflecting the city's space exploration roots.

●  The same year, they moved to the Astrodome, a groundbreaking indoor stadium.

●  The Astrodome was considered an architectural marvel and was called "The Eighth Wonder of the World".

●  AstroTurf, the pioneering artificial grass, was named after the Astros due to its installation in the Astrodome.

●  The Astros switched from the National League to the American League in 2013.

●  Houston's MLB dreams started in the 1950s when the minor league Houston Buffs were popular.

●  The move to the Astrodome marked MLB's first move to a completely indoor stadium.

●  The Astros' original logo featured a revolver with “.45s” written across it.

●  Their transition to the Astrodome led to a more space-themed logo.

●  The Astros were the first MLB team to have an indoor stadium.

●  They played in the National League West division from 1969 to 1993.

●  Later, they played in the National League Central division from 1994 to 2012.

●  Their shift to the American League in 2013 was part of a broader MLB reorganization.

●  Houston was awarded the MLB franchise on October 17, 1960.

●  The Astros hosted the All-Star game in 1968 and 1986 at the Astrodome.

●  Colt Stadium was known for its mosquito problems.

●  Colt .45s won three of their first four games, a surprising achievement for an expansion team.

●  The decision to change the team name from Colt .45s to Astros was also influenced by the Colt Firearms company's concerns about trademark infringement.

●  The Astrodome's scoreboard, named "Astrolite", was the world's largest scoreboard at the time.

●  The first home run in the Astrodome was hit by Mickey Mantle of the New York Yankees during an exhibition game.

●  When they first started, the Colt .45s uniforms featured a pistol on the front, which was later deemed controversial.

●  In 1999, the Astros said goodbye to the Astrodome by winning their third consecutive NL Central title.

●  Houston's failed Continental League, intended as a third major league, played a role in the city getting an MLB team.

●  The Astrodome was air-conditioned, which was groundbreaking at the time for sporting venues.

●  During the team's early years, they were often referred to informally as the "Stros".

●  The first official game in the Astrodome was on April 9, 1965, against the Philadelphia Phillies.

●  Houston's location as a center for the aerospace industry played a role in the team's space-themed branding.

●  The Astrodome's first major renovation was in 1988, with the addition of more seating.

●  The Astros' ownership has changed hands multiple times, with Drayton McLane buying the team in 1992 and later selling it to Jim Crane in 2011.

●  The idea for the Astrodome was inspired when Judge Roy Hofheinz visited Rome, where he attended a bullfight in a coliseum.

●  In 2008, two games scheduled for Minute Maid Park were moved due to Hurricane Ike.

●  The Houston Sports Association was the entity that secured Houston's Major League franchise.

●  The introduction of the Astrodome made Houston an attractive venue for other major events, not just baseball.

●  Before settling on the Colt .45s, other names considered for the team included the "Stars" and "Orbits".

●  The transition from Colt .45s to Astros was significant, marking the team's shift from the old west theme to the space age theme.

●  In the Astrodome, due to concerns about birds and the effects of the indoor environment, live mascots, like an eagle named "Chester Charge", had to be removed.

●  The Astrodome had "skyboxes" or luxury suites, a very innovative feature for its time.

●  The 100-acre "Astrodomain" included not just the Astrodome but also a hotel and convention center.

●  The Astros' first-ever trade was with the Baltimore Orioles in 1962.

●  Throughout their history, the Astros have experimented with a variety of uniform designs, including the distinctive rainbow jerseys of the 1970s and 1980s.

●  When they played as the Colt .45s, games were temporarily held at Colt Stadium, which was a stopgap until the Astrodome was ready.

●  The original cost to build the Astrodome was $35 million.

●  The 1962 Colt .45s team included several veteran players, helping the young team avoid last place.

●  In 1973, the Astros and the Detroit Tigers made MLB history with the first-ever trade of an entire team.

●  The Astrodome was the first major sports venue to have luxury boxes.

●  The team's original spring training was in Apache Junction, Arizona.
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