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CHAPTER 1

Introduction to Aztec Astrology
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Aztec astrology, also known as “Tonalpohualli”, is a complex and profound system that is based on the 260-day cycle. This sacred calendar was used to measure time and was closely related to the spirituality and daily life of the Aztecs. Unlike the 365-day solar calendar, the Tonalpohualli is made up of 20 periods of 13 days, creating a total of 260 combinations that determine the character and influences of each person according to their date of birth.

Meaning of Tonalpohualli:

The Tonalpohualli was not only used to determine a person's destiny, but also governed aspects such as agriculture, religious ceremonies and festivities. Each day had its own meaning and energy, influencing daily decisions, from when to plant and when to perform important rituals.

Influences and Characteristics:

Aztec astrology emphasizes that each person has a special connection with their astrological sign, which gives them certain qualities and energies throughout their life. For example, those born under the sign Cipactli may be seen as natural leaders and protectors, while those born under the sign Coatl may be more introspective and wise.

In summary, we can say that Aztec astrology is a beautiful reflection of how ancient Mesoamerican people understood their relationship with the cosmos and nature, providing spiritual guidance for their daily lives.

Relationship between Astrology and Nature:

Aztec astrology is deeply rooted in the observation of natural cycles and the spiritual connection that the Aztecs felt with the universe. For them, every element of nature, from stars to plants and animals, had astrological and energetic meaning that influenced everyday life.

Aztec Cosmology:

The Aztecs viewed the cosmos as an interconnected system where everything had its place and purpose. They believed that the universe was composed of several levels, including heaven, earth, and the underworld, and that each of these levels was inhabited by deities who influenced the human world. This cosmological vision was reflected in their sacred calendar, the Tonalpohualli, which not only marked time, but also helped to understand the energies present in each day.

Natural Cycles:

The Aztecs were astute observers of nature. They understood the cycles of the seasons, the phases of the moon and the movements of the sun. These cycles not only guided their agricultural activities, such as planting and harvesting, but were also linked to their spiritual beliefs. For example:

The Seasons:

Each season had its own meaning associated with certain astrological signs. The arrival of spring was a time of rebirth and growth, while winter was associated with introspection and rest. 

The Phases of the Moon: 

Lunar cycles influenced not only tides and weather, but also important rituals and ceremonies. Each lunar phase was considered favorable for different activities.

Spiritual Connection:

The spiritual connection with nature was fundamental for the Aztecs. They believed that every living being had a spirit (tonalli) that could be influenced by the celestial cycles. This meant that by understanding their astrological sign, a person could better align themselves with the energies of the universe and thus live in harmony with their environment.

Additionally, the Aztecs performed rituals to honor their gods and nature. These rituals were designed to give thanks for crops, ask for rain, or protection from natural disasters, reflecting their understanding that their lives were intrinsically linked to the natural elements.

The importance of the Sacred:

For the Aztecs, everything related to astrology and nature was sacred. Gemstones and crystals were considered carriers of divine energies and were used in rituals to channel these forces. Just as each astrological sign had its own energy, so did the stones associated with them. 

In conclusion, Aztec astrology did not exist in a vacuum; it was intertwined with their understanding of the natural and spiritual world. This relationship allowed them to live in a more conscious and respectful way with the environment that surrounded them.

Influence of Aztec Astrology on Everyday Life:

Aztec astrology was not only an abstract belief system, but it had a direct and significant impact on the daily lives of the Aztecs. From agriculture to personal decisions, astrological signs and celestial cycles guided many of their actions and rituals.

Agriculture and Sowing Cycles:

Agriculture was the mainstay of Aztec society, and its success depended largely on understanding natural cycles. Farmers used the astrological calendar to determine the most favorable times to sow and harvest. For example:

Tonalli: Each day of the calendar had a specific tonalli (sign) that dictated the energy available. Some days were considered more favorable for planting certain crops, while others were ideal for harvesting.

Agricultural Rituals: Before each planting, ceremonies were held to honor deities associated with fertility and crops. This not only ensured good production, but also maintained a spiritual connection with the land.

Personal Decisions:

The Aztecs believed that the astrological sign under which they were born influenced their personality, behavior and destiny. This belief guided many important personal decisions:

Choice of Names: People's names were often related to their astrological sign, reflecting their character and destiny.

Personal Relationships: When choosing partners or forming alliances, astrological compatibilities were considered. Signs that complemented each other were seen as more likely to have harmonious relationships.

Rituals and Celebrations:

Astrology also played a crucial role in planning rituals and festivities. Each celebration was aligned with certain aspects of the astrological calendar:

Festivities: Many festivities were linked to astronomical events, such as solstices or eclipses. These celebrations were moments of great social and spiritual importance.

Purification Rituals: Specific rituals were performed on certain days to purify people or communities, aligning them with the positive energies of the cosmos.

Medicine and Health:

Astrology also influenced traditional Aztec medicine. It was believed that certain diseases could be related to energy imbalances associated with astrological signs. Therefore:

Astrological Diagnosis: Healers could use the patient's astrological sign to diagnose health problems and recommend appropriate treatments.

Herbology: Some medicinal plants were associated with certain signs, which guided their use in treatments.

In summary, it can be said that Aztec astrology was an essential element that permeated all aspects of daily life. From agricultural decisions to personal and ceremonial interactions, their influence was omnipresent. This holistic approach not only helped the Aztecs live in harmony with their natural environment, but also provided them with a deep sense of identity and spiritual connection.

Relationship of Aztec Astrology with Religion and Spirituality:

Aztec astrology was deeply intertwined with the religious and spiritual beliefs of this civilization, forming a holistic system that united the cosmos, nature and the divine. This interconnectedness manifested itself in several key aspects of their culture.

Aztec Worldview: The Aztec worldview was rich and complex, based on the idea that the universe was in constant interaction. They believed that each element of the cosmos had a specific purpose and energy, including the stars, planets, and their movements: Duality was a fundamental concept in their cosmology, where opposing forces such as day and night, or good and evil, coexisted. Astrology helped understand how these forces manifested themselves in daily life.

The observation of cosmic cycles (such as eclipses or planetary movements) was considered a reflection of natural cycles on Earth, such as the seasons of the year.

Deities Associated with Astrology: The Aztecs worshiped a variety of deities that were directly related to celestial bodies and astronomical phenomena:

Tonatiuh: the sun god was central to their religion, symbolizing life and growth. Solar ceremonies were crucial to maintaining his favor.

Tialoc: The god of rain, associated with the fertility of the earth, also had astrological connections. The movements of the stars could be interpreted as signals about the rainy seasons.

Ritualization of Time:

Time was seen as sacred and cyclical. The Aztecs used calendars that combined both solar and lunar aspects to regulate their religious activities:

Tonalpohualli Calendar: This 260-day ritual calendar was based on astrological cycles and was used to guide religious ceremonies. Each day had a specific meaning that dictated what rituals should be performed.

Astral Ceremonies: Significant astronomical events, such as planetary alignments or lunar phases, were favorable moments to carry out important rituals that sought to influence collective well-being.

Interpretation of Dreams and Visions: Dreams were interpreted as divine messages that could have astrological connections. Priests often measured these dreams through the astrological context of the dreamer.

Spiritual Visions: It was believed that certain star configurations could induce visions or altered states of consciousness that allowed for a deeper connection with the divine.

Personal Guide: Just as astrological signs influenced everyday decisions, they also guided people in their spiritual and personal search.

Sacrifices and Offerings: Sacrifices were an integral part of Aztec religion, performed to appease the gods and ensure cosmic balance: Many sacrificial rituals were carried out at specific times determined by the astrological calendar, thus ensuring that they aligned with the cosmic energies. As for personal offerings, individuals could offer sacrifices based on their astrological signs to seek divine protection or favor.

Aztec astrology not only served as a tool to understand the cosmos; It was an essential component of their religion and spirituality. This symbiotic relationship between
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