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Chapter 1

The Dual Israel Concept






Two Israel’s: Unveiling Biblical Prophecy

 


Romans 9:6-8 but it is not that the word of God has taken no
effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, (7) nor are
they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, "In
Isaac, your seed shall be called." (8) That is, those who are the
children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the
children of the promise are counted as the seed.

 


The subject matter of this
book is the
first in a series that deals with biblical prophecy, specifically
as it relates to the nation of Israel. For us to have a scriptural
understanding of this particular subject, however, we need to
recognize that scripture reveals to us that there are two
Israel’s’. Sadly, because of their lack of understanding of this
fundamental truth, many bible scholars misinterpret biblical
prophecy in this area. And so the question is asked, with regards
to bible prophecy, why is it important for us to understand the
biblical truth about the two Israel’s? The main reason is because
both Israel’s feature in bible prophecy; and what is prophesied
about the one, invariably does not apply to the other, and visa
versa. And so because most bible scholars acknowledge only one
Israel, i.e. the nation of Israel; they therefore apply all bible
prophecy to that Israel, thus creating a completely distorted
picture about the future of that nation. An analogy that helps us
to understand this concept would be the Jews acknowledging only one
coming of the Messiah. Because Jews do not understand the biblical
truth about the first and second coming of the Messiah, they
therefore apply all biblical prophecy about the Messiah’s coming to
one event, thus creating a completely distorted picture about that
event. So in this book, we want to discuss the biblical truth that
there are two Israel’s, and what the difference is between the two.
The subject matter dealing with the two Israel’s is substantial,
and to do it justice requires a lot more detail than is recorded in
this book. Nevertheless, in this book, I have dedicated three
chapters to the subject, primarily so that we can correctly
interpret bible prophecy pertaining specifically to the nation of
Israel. In the above-quoted passage of scripture, the apostle Paul
introduces us to the biblical truth that there are indeed two
Israel’s; for in this passage, he says that they are not all Israel
who are of Israel. In other words, Paul is saying that not all the
direct descendants of Israel (Jacob) are part of Israel. And so we
see that even though all Israelis can prove, through their
ancestry, that they are part of the nation of Israel; Paul speaks
about another Israel, which to be considered part of, requires a
qualification other than ancestry. Paul goes on in this passage to
allude to the qualification required to be considered part of
second Israel; i.e. being “children of the promise”. And so having
introduced the concept of the two Israel’s in scripture, we will
now explore that concept in more detail in this book. Let me say at
the outset; that this teaching does not align with the unscriptural
doctrine of “Replacement Theology”. So what is Replacement
Theology, or “Supersessionism” as it is also known? Briefly, the
doctrine states that the church has replaced the nation of Israel
as God’s chosen people. In other words, this doctrine maintains
that God has discarded the nation of Israel and the church has
become the new Israel. Although there is an element of truth in
this doctrine; because it only acknowledges one Israel, i.e. the
church, it therefore applies all bible prophecy to that Israel,
thus creating a completely distorted picture about the future of
the church. The correct interpretation of scripture, however,
teaches us that there are two Israel’s; i.e. the church and the
nation of Israel, and God has a separate plan for each one. As an
aside, the two Israel’s discussed in this book are not to be
confused with the division of the nation of Israel into the two
separate kingdoms, as recorded in the Old Testament; i.e. the
Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. I
discuss the subject of those two kingdoms in the next book in this
series.

 












 



Chapter 2

Israel after the flesh


Physical Israel

 


1 Corinthians
10:16-18 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it
not the communion of the body of Christ? (17) For we, though many,
are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread.
(18) Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the
sacrifices partakers of the altar?

 


In this chapter, we will discuss the first of the two
Israel's. Let me say at the outset; that Israel which we will
discuss in this chapter is the only one recognized in the world,
and is the one most recognized in the church. In the above-quoted
passage of scripture, the apostle Paul teaches the church the
biblical truth, that when we partake of the bread and the wine, we
have communion with the Lord Jesus Christ; i.e. we partake of that
one bread, who is Christ. And so in trying to explain the concept
of communion to us, Paul uses the Jewish priests as an
illustration; for he says that when they eat of the sacrifices made
on God's altar, they are partakers of the altar. For this
discussion, however, the point I want to highlight from this
passage is Paul's comment about Israel. Notice that Paul does not
say, “Observe Israel”, but rather he says, “Observe
Israel after the flesh”. So why does Paul
make that distinction? He does so because he understands that there
are two Israel's, and in this passage, he is alluding to one of
them, i.e. Israel after the flesh. So what does Paul mean, when he
makes the statement “Israel after the flesh”?


Romans 9:1-5 “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not
lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,
(2) that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. (3)
For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, (4) who are
Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants,
the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; (5) of
whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ
came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.”


In the previous
passage, Paul referred to "Israel after the flesh"; and we asked
what he meant by that statement. In the above-quoted passage of
scripture, Paul points us to the answer to that statement; for in
this passage Paul speaks about his countrymen according to the
flesh, "who are Israelites". And so clearly we can see from this
passage that the term "Israel after the flesh", refers to those who
are classified as Israelis or Jews. Although we will not discuss it
at this time, Paul alludes to the second Israel in this passage;
for he speaks of his "countrymen according to the flesh", thus
implying that he has other "countrymen who are not according to the
flesh".


Philippians
3:4-5 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone
else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: (5)
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a
Pharisee;

 


We
have established thus far that "Israel after the flesh", refers to
those who are classified as Israelis. The question is then asked,
who qualifies to be an Israeli? The apostle Paul answers that
question for us in the above-quoted passage of scripture; for in
this passage, Paul lists the two criteria that qualified him as an
Israeli (Hebrew). Paul lists the two criteria in order of
importance; the first criterion was that he had been circumcised on
the eighth day, and the second criterion was that he was
of the stock of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin.
We will first discuss the criterion of being of the stock of
Israel. When Paul stated that he was of the stock of Israel and the
tribe of Benjamin, he was saying that, because he could trace his
ancestry back to Jacob (Israel) through the tribe of Benjamin, he
therefore qualified as an Israeli. That same principle applies to
all Jews. And so we see that all Jews who can trace their ancestry
back to Jacob, meet one of the two criteria to qualify as Israelis
i.e. citizens of the nation of Israel.


Jacob
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