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I need the magic petals’ powers,

To give my castle garden flowers.

And so I use my magic well

To work against the fairies’ spell.



From my wand ice magic flies,

Frosty bolt through fairy skies.

And this crafty spell I weave

To bring the petals back to me.
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Village Visit



Sneaky Sunflowers



A Cold Spell



Field Trip



Perfect Petals



Sunflower Spectacle
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“‘Welcome to Leafley’,” Rachel Walker read out as she and her best friend Kirsty Tate stopped at the noticeboard outside the pretty Visitors’ Centre. “‘Come and see our beautiful village and our early-blooming sunflowers!’”
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“Isn’t Leafley a brilliant name for a village?” Kirsty laughed, as she and Rachel waited for their parents to catch them up. The Tates and the Walkers, along with Rachel’s dog, Buttons, were spending the Easter holidays together at nearby Blossom Hall hotel. “You kind of expect a place called Leafley to be full of beautiful flowers.” Rachel nodded, and then looked serious. “But will the Leafley sunflowers be blooming at all, now that the Petal Fairies’ magic petals are missing?” she asked anxiously.


Kirsty frowned. “Good question. We haven’t found Charlotte the Sunflower Fairy’s petal yet!” she exclaimed.
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At the beginning of their holiday the two girls had promised to help their fairy friends find the seven magic petals. The petals were very important because their magic made sure that all the flowers in the human world bloomed beautifully. Cold, crafty Jack Frost had wanted the magic petals to make flowers grow in the frozen grounds around his ice castle, and so he’d sent his naughty goblin servants to steal them and bring them to him. But in a battle of spells between Jack Frost and the fairies, the petals had spun away into the human world in a whirl of pink and white magic. Now Rachel and Kirsty and the Petal Fairies were trying to return all the petals to Fairyland before the goblins got hold of them again.


“We’ve already helped Tia the Tulip Fairy, Louise the Lily Fairy and Pippa the Poppy Fairy,” said Kirsty. “Maybe we’ll find another petal today.”

“I hope so,” Rachel agreed, as their parents joined them.
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“Come on, girls,” said Mrs Walker, ushering them inside. “These early-blooming sunflowers are meant to be quite a sight!” As they went into the Visitors’ Centre, a woman wearing a green T-shirt embroidered with bright yellow sunflowers stepped forward to greet them. “Welcome to Leafley!” she said cheerfully. “My name’s Laura.” She handed Rachel and Kirsty a large badge each, and the girls were delighted to see that they were in the shape of a sunflower with glittering golden petals and dark-brown, velvety centres. Quickly they pinned them on.
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“You’ve come to visit us on a very special day,” Laura went on. “The judges of the Best Kept Village Award are coming to Leafley today, and we’re hoping we might win first prize!”

“Has Leafley ever won an award before?” asked Kirsty.


“Never,” Laura replied. “So everyone’s very excited and we’ve even planted some extra sunflowers to impress the judges!”

[image: images]

“Well, you must have a good chance of winning,” said Mr Tate with a smile. “I’ve heard that the Leafley sunflowers are spectacular.”


Laura’s face fell. Unfortunately most of the sunflowers haven’t bloomed as early as they usually do,” she sighed.

“There are only a few small ones out at the moment. It’s a real shame, but there’s nothing we can do about it. We’re hoping that the judges will think Leafley is lovely, anyway.”
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Rachel and Kirsty glanced at each other. They knew exactly why the Leafley sunflowers weren’t blooming. Both girls silently hoped that they would find Charlotte the Sunflower Fairy’s magic petal as soon as possible.

“Is that a map of the village?” Kirsty asked curiously, pointing at the wall behind Laura.

“Yes, it shows the Sunflower Trail,” Laura explained. “If you follow the glittery sunflower stickers on the map, you’ll get to see all the best sights in the village. The trail starts here at the Visitors’ Centre, and ends here too.”
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“Oh, Mum, please can Rachel and I follow the Sunflower Trail?” asked Kirsty eagerly.
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“Yes, of course,” Mrs Tate agreed.

“We thought we’d have a cup of tea before we go and look at Leafley ourselves,” said Mr Walker, pointing to the café at the back of the Visitors’ Centre. “So why don’t you girls meet us back here in half an hour? Buttons can come with us,” he added, taking the dog’s lead from Rachel.


“You’ll need this, girls,” Laura handed Rachel a yellow envelope, sealed with a sparkly sunflower sticker. “It’s a copy of the Sunflower Trail map for you to follow.”

“Thank you,” Kirsty and Rachel chorused.
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The girls hurried outside, taking the envelope with them.

“Look, this is the beginning of the trail,” said Kirsty, spotting a sign next to the Visitors’ Centre. A golden arrow pointed the way down the lane, and there was a large, glittering sunflower with a smiley face painted next to it.

“And there’s the village,” added Rachel.

As the girls set off along the trail, they could see the first few houses ahead of them. They had neat front gardens planted with sunflowers, but hardly any of them were in bloom, and those that were flowering looked rather wilted and unhappy, their heads drooping and their leaves dying.
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“We must find Charlotte’s magic Sunflower Petal!” Rachel declared. “Maybe then Leafley will have a chance to win the Best Kept Village Award.”

As she spoke, Rachel pulled the sticker off the back of the envelope that Laura had given them. Immediately a stream of dazzling golden sparkles burst out and swirled up into the air in a glistening cloud.


“Oh!” Rachel gasped.

“It looks like fairy dust!” Kirsty exclaimed. “Quick, Rachel, see what’s inside!”

Carefully, Rachel pulled the envelope open, and immediately Charlotte the Sunflower Fairy danced out, waving her wand and smiling happily at the girls!
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The little fairy hovered in the air, shaking out her crumpled wings and straightening her blue trousers and matching top. She had dark hair tied in bouncy bunches, and around her waist was a wide leather belt, fastened with a big, shiny sunflower buckle.

“Hello, girls!” Charlotte cried. I’m so glad to see you.”

“We thought we might find you here, Charlotte,” said Kirsty. “Is there any sign of your Sunflower Petal yet?”
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Charlotte’s face fell and her wings drooped. “Not yet,” she said sadly. But I know it’s in Leafley somewhere. We must find it, girls!”

“We can look for your petal by following the Sunflower Trail,” Rachel promised, showing Charlotte the map.

“But don’t forget the goblins have a wand full of Jack Frost’s icy magic to help them,” Charlotte warned. “We must be careful.”

Rachel was studying the map as they walked along. “This street is called Sunny Cottage Row,” she announced.
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There was a small group of children already on the trail ahead of them so Charlotte hid herself behind Kirsty’s sunflower badge. Then the girls walked towards the row of tiny cottages. The black and white beamed houses were very pretty with their thatched roofs and colourful gardens of spring flowers. But, as the girls had already noticed, hardly any of the sunflowers were in bloom.
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“It’s a shame,” Charlotte sighed, peeping out from behind Kirsty’s badge as the group ahead of them moved on to the next stage of the trail. “Sunny Cottage Row is so beautiful when all the gorgeous sunflowers are out.”

As they passed another pretty garden, Kirsty noticed that this one seemed to have a few more sunflowers in bloom than the others they’d seen so far. She stopped and scanned the garden carefully, searching for Charlotte’s petal, but a sudden movement made her jump. Was she imagining things or had that sunflower actually twitched?

She watched it carefully for a moment, then nudged Rachel. “One of those sunflowers is moving around!” she told her friend. “First it was by the fence, but now it’s over there by the shed!”
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“Are you sure?” asked Rachel.

“Which sunflower was it, Kirsty?” Charlotte wanted to know.

Kirsty pointed it out.

“It’s not moving now,” Rachel remarked. Then she gave a gasp. “But that one is! Look, over by the pond!”

Rachel, Kirsty and Charlotte watched in amazement as the other sunflower ran across the garden, petals bobbing, and stopped near the shed too.


“That doesn’t look like one of my beautiful sunflowers,” Charlotte said doubtfully.

Rachel frowned, peering over the fence at the flower which had moved. “No, sunflowers don’t have long, pointy green noses,” she agreed. “That’s a goblin!”
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