


Appendix: The ancestry of Rupert zu Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg by Guy Sainty





The Loewenstein-Wertheim family is the senior branch of one of Europe’s oldest reigning families. It not only produced ruling Dukes, then Electors and Kings of Bavaria, but two Holy Roman Emperors, the first King of independent Greece, Electors of the Palatinate, Kings of Sweden, Hungary, Norway and Denmark and two ‘anti-Kings’ of Bohemia, who challenged the Habsburg kings in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

They also inherited the Duchies of Julich and Berg which straddle what is now the German-Dutch border, the Counties of Holland, Hainault and Zeeland in what is now a large part of the Netherlands and Belgium as well as other smaller German states. The family produced a notable branch of the British royal family, of which Prince Rupert of the Rhine, Duke of Cumberland, is the best-known member, and a branch of the Spanish royal family (in the twentieth century). The Loewensteins themselves were minor sovereigns as rulers of the ‘immediate’ County of Wertheim and other smaller territories held as fiefs of the Empire.

Bavaria, the Palatinate and the County of Wertheim were all states of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, founded on Christmas Day 800 when Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne Imperator Romanorum. In 1512, this was formally titled the Imperium Romanum Sacrum Nationis Germanicæ (translated in German as the Heiliges Römisches Reich Deutscher Nation), or Holy Roman Empire, which is how this strange construct has been known to history and which was famously dismissed by Voltaire as being neither Holy, nor Roman nor an Empire.

In 1362 the right to elect the Emperor was defined and limited to seven ruling princes, three ecclesiastical – the Archbishops of Mainz, Trier and Cologne – and four lay: the King of Bohemia (who although an elector was otherwise excluded from the affairs of the Empire), the Count Palatine of the Rhine (Wittelsbach), the Duke of Saxony (Wettin) and the Margrave of Brandenburg (Hohenzollern). These were later augmented by the elevation of Bavaria and the Duchy of Brunswick-Lüneburg (as Hannover) to Electorates.

The Dukes, Margraves, Landgraves, Princes, and Imperial Counts, Barons and Knights, as well as the ecclesiasts who held ‘immediate’ territories, all enjoyed membership in the Imperial Diet, a kind of supra-national Parliament for the German states. This included the sovereigns of the larger territories such as Saxony, Bavaria and Brandenburg as well as the rulers of quite modest territories, or representatives of groups of statelets along with the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots and Abbesses who ruled the ecclesiastical states. Considerable prestige became attached to possession of even a relatively modest immediate territory, some having only a few hundred inhabitants, and it was a measure of the standing of the Loewensteins that they remained immediate sovereigns until the Empire’s dissolution in 1806. 

The Loewenstein family descends from Berthold, Margrave in Bavaria, who died in 980 and whose probable grandson, Otto, acquired the castle and county of Scheyern, exchanged for that of Wittlesbach, a small township north of Munich, by the latter’s son Otto II, in 1119. In 1214 the family also acquired the enormously wealthy County Palatine of the Rhine in 1214 and the duchy of Bavaria was ceded to a junior line. When the senior, Palatine, line became extinct in 1777 Bavaria and the Palatinate with the family’s others possessions were combined into one state. In 1805, after an agreement with the French by which certain of the family’s possessions along the left bank of the Rhine were ceded to Napoleon, Bavaria became a kingdom, remaining such until 1918 when the family finally ceased to reign. 

The origins of the Loewenstein (in German, Löwenstein) branch go back to the marriage of Elector Palatine Friedrich I, who had become Elector on the death of his elder brother Ludwig IV, mortally wounded in battle in 1449 at the age of twenty-five. As he lay dying Ludwig commanded his brother Friedrich to support his young son Philip as his youth necessitated a regency. Since a regency may have required imperial permission, Friedrich instead assumed the title of Elector under the terms of an ‘Arrogation’ in which he undertook not to marry and, although the Emperor tried to intervene, Friedrich proved an adept ruler whose victory over the imperial allies at the Battle of Seckenheim in 1462 secured his own rule and possession of the Palatinate for his nephew, whom he had formally adopted in 1451. 

Friedrich, however, wanted to marry his long-term mistress, Klara Tott (otherwise known as Klara Dettin), who had already given birth to their two sons a decade earlier; she was a former maid of honour at the Munich court and the daughter of an Augsburg burgher but not considered of suitably elevated rank to be the bride of a sovereign ruler. Philip, by then aged twenty-one, wanted to protect his own inheritance but nonetheless agreed that the earlier ‘Arrogation’ should be varied to permit his uncle’s marriage, while excluding Friedrich’s descendants from succeeding as ruler. 

Friedrich married sometime before October 1471 with his nephew’s consent and, on 24 January 1472, renounced his succession rights to the Palatinate for himself, his wife and their descendants. Friedrich and Klara’s marriage served to legitimise them under canon law, since neither was under any legal impediment to marry once Philip had given his consent; furthermore, their two sons had already been legitimatised by bulls issued by both the Pope and the Bishop of Speyer before 14 October 1470. 

The future Elector Philip must have recognised that he ultimately owed his throne to his uncle Friedrich, and it would have been ungracious for him to have withheld consent, particularly since Friedrich had not only defended his existing inheritance but had managed to enlarge it. Klara’s elder son Friedrich, who died aged thirteen in 1474, and Louis (1463–1524), were accorded several properties and substantial sums but Friedrich died on 12 December 1475 before the grant of further estates could be effected. 

Philip initially only allowed Ludwig, Friedrich’s surviving son, the lordship of Scharffeneck (in 1476) and the County of Loewenstein (in 1488) but then, in 1490, granted his cousin the lordships of Abstatt and castle Wildeck and in 1494 asked the Emperor, Maximilian I, to raise Ludwig to the rank of Count of the Empire as Count of Loewenstein. Of Ludwig’s five sons, only the youngest, Friedrich (1502–41), left descendants, of whom the elder, Wolfgang (1527–71), left an only son, Wolfgang II (1555–96), who received the lordship of Scharffeneck and was known as the Count of Loewenstein-Scharffeneck; this branch became extinct in 1633 when the property reverted to the junior Loewenstein line. 

Friedrich’s younger son, Ludwig III (1530–1611), who had embraced the reformed Protestant faith, made a brilliant marriage in 1566 to Countess Anne of Stolberg; she inherited the lordship of Rochefort (a fief held jointly by the Prince-Bishop of Liège and the Duchy of Luxembourg), in what is now Belgium (in 1574) and was ultimately the heiress of the county of Wertheim, an immediate imperial fief, of which Ludwig became ruler by right of his wife in 1598. 

Of Ludwig and Anne’s four surviving sons, only the eldest, Christoph Ludwig (1568–1618), and Johann Dietrich (1585–1644) left descendants. Christoph Ludwig married Elisabeth von Manderscheid, heiress of Virneburg, and from 1621 his son took the title of Count of Loewenstein-Wertheim-Virneburg, while Johann Dietrich’s heirs took the title of Count of Loewenstein-Wertheim-Rochefort. During the Thirty Years War, the Rochefort branch supported the Emperor and returned to the Catholic faith of their ancestors. The change of faith brought some advantage to the junior line and insured their elevation to the rank of Prince of the Holy Roman Empire in 1711, while the senior, Virneburg, line remained merely Counts. In 1559, with the extinction of the senior Palatinate line, the Loewensteins became the senior male line of the house of Wittelsbach. It was later argued that in the event of the extinction of the male line of both the Bavarian and Palatinate reigning house that these thrones should then pass to the Loewensteins. 

In 1803 a series of French victories led to the Treaty of Lunéville under which Virneburg and Rochefort were both ceded to France (although the family was compensated elsewhere). The family still retained their immediate County of Wertheim and so were formally included among the former sovereign houses of the Holy Roman Empire when it was finally dissolved in 1806. The King of Bavaria elevated the living males of the senior, Virneburg, branch to the rank of Prince (Fürst) on 19 November 1812, with the name Virneburg substituted by that of the newly acquired territory of Freudenberg. This title was then accorded by the King of Württemberg in a grant of 25 February 1813, and confirmed by the sovereigns of each of the other principal states in which the family held immediate territories (the Grand Duchy of Frankfurt in December 1812, the Grand Duchy of Hesse on 17 December 1812, the Grand Duchy of Würzburg on 24 January 1813 and the Grand Duchy of Baden on 3 April 1813). 

The Congress of Vienna of 1815 decided that those former sovereign families which had owed direct allegiance to the Emperor should be accorded a special status, allowing them a form of equality with those families which after 1815 had retained their thrones. The German Confederation decided that those of princely rank would be accorded the style Durchlaucht (Most Serene Highness) and those of countly rank Erlaucht (Most Illustrious Highness) and both branches of the Loewenstein-Wertheim family were included in the former category. These ‘mediatised’ families were also authorised to establish or maintain their family ‘house laws’ which accorded the head of each family the right to authorise or refuse to accept as ‘dynastic’ the marriages of members of their families. However, in order for these house laws to have full legal validity they had to be registered in the parliaments of the states in which they held their rank and titles. Although the Freudenberg branch drew up strict laws requiring that members marry into countly families, they were never registered and so could not be legally enforced.1

The marriage of Johann Karl Ludwig, Count of Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg (1740–1816), in 1764 to Princess Dorothea Maria of Hesse-Philippsthal-Barchfeld, a branch of the family of the Grand Dukes and Electors of Hesse, may have influenced his elevation to the rank of Prince by the Bavarian King, especially since Johann’s wife’s mother was a Princess of Anhalt (of which family the Russian Empress Catherine the Great had been a member). Johann’s younger brother Friedrich, who died in 1799, made the first ‘unequal’ marriage in the family and his two children instead took their mother’s name and were given a modest financial settlement.2 Johann had twelve children but only two sons married and had descendants; the two wives of the elder, Georg, 2nd Prince of Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg (1775–1855) were both members of former sovereign houses, but Johann’s younger son, Wilhelm (1783–1847), married a lady of more modest standing, albeit of old Prussian nobility, Dorothea von Kahlden, whose family provided numerous Prussian generals and senior officers. Georg’s only surviving son Adolf (1805–61), married morganatically in 1831, to Catherine Schlundt (1807–77), who the Grand Duke of Baden created Baroness of Adlerhorst. Their elder son died young, leaving just one daughter, and eventually Adolf’s father allowed Catherine to be accorded the rank of Erbfürstin von Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg, thus also extending princely rank to their daughter. 

Adolf, who succeeded in 1855, died in 1861 aged just fifty-six, to be succeeded by his cousin Wilhelm (1817–87). Wilhelm’s much younger brother, Leopold (1827–93), then serving as an officer in a Bavarian cavalry regiment and who like his uncle Adolf would convert to the Catholic faith, had fallen in love with Amalia Wollrabe (1836–1909). Adolf was still head of the house and willingly gave his consent to the marriage, which took place in the Evangelical Lutheran church of St Peter, in Hamburg, on 4 August 1861. Amalia, while not born to a noble family, was a member of a family of Hamburg patricians – Hamburg did not have a nobility, although the patriciate was similar to that of the early Renaissance Italian city-states. 

Unfortunately Adolf died a few days after Leopold’s marriage before his consent had been formalised, so the decision now reverted to Leopold’s older brother Wilhelm, who was keen to restore his family’s status after the embarrassment of his predecessor’s wife’s elevation as Fürstin. Wilhelm also wanted to retain the family’s historic allegiance to the Protestant faith that both Adolf and Leopold had now abandoned. The advantage for the family of excluding descendants of such marriages was that they would no longer have any claim on the family ‘fideicommis’, or hereditary trusts, which were restricted to the descendants of ‘equal’ marriages. Leopold was initially able to get the support of the Bavarian King, Maximilian II, who was conscious that the two Loewenstein-Wertheim families were the senior legitimate branch of his own royal house. There remained some mystery about Amalia’s true parentage and it has been proposed that she was really the daughter of Maximilian’s father, the deposed King Ludwig I, renowned for his love of beautiful women and extramarital relationships. 

When the liberally minded and tolerant Maximilian died at the early age of fifty-three, he was succeeded by his son the ‘mad King’ Ludwig II, then eighteen years old, who opposed the high nobility marrying outside their caste. Once former King Ludwig I had died in 1868, Leopold no longer had royal support. Wilhelm appealed to the new king who on 1 December 1869 conferred on Amalia the personal title of Baroness Wollrabe von Wallrab. Perhaps in acknowledgement of the circumstances of Amalia’s birth, the king then granted her the more elevated title of Countess of Loewenstein-Scharffeneck in the Bavarian nobility, on 15 January 1875, with the same coat of arms as the first counts of Loewenstein-Wertheim. The choice of this name, the title of the senior branch of this family that had become extinct in 1633, may have been recognition that Amalia’s status was more elevated than those other Loewenstein wives disqualified from taking their husband’s rank.3

As the house laws remained unregistered there were no legal grounds for preventing Leopold’s family from enjoying the princely titles, even if the king was unwilling to consent to their use at his own court. Nonetheless, Leopold’s status and that of his wife was for some time undetermined; the Almanach de Gotha records his religious conversion from the 1862 edition onwards without mention of his marriage, but then the 1868 and 1869 editions note that he had married ‘morganatically’, the latter word being dropped from the 1870 edition but without mention of his wife. Then, in 1871, Leopold is included along with the fact of his marriage to Amalia, with her title of Baroness Wollrabe von Wallrab, while the first four of their five children are listed in the Almanach as Princes and Princesses of Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg. All subsequent editions merely mention his marriage and the identity of his wife, without listing either their children or including the word ‘morganatic’. 

Leopold and Amalia had five children, two sons and three daughters, two of whom made religious profession while the eldest never married. Their elder son, Friedrich, died unmarried at the age of twenty-eight, leaving only their younger son, Maximilian, to marry and leave descendants. Maximilian was unwilling to accept what he considered an unjust humiliation over his title and quarrelled with his uncle Wilhelm. Faced with Wilhelm’s intransigence, Maximilian insisted on his right to use the princely title, angering his uncle and making reconciliation even more difficult. 

Although he was a difficult man Maximilian had great charm and intelligence: even while serving as an officer in the army, he translated Caesar’s Gallic Wars, reflecting the quality of his classical education and that he shared the sophisticated tastes of Kings Ludwig I and Maximilian II. Maximilian’s uncle Wilhelm died in 1887 but his son and heir, Ernst, married to a Prussian countess, was no less determined to resist his nephew’s demands, particularly as to have done otherwise might have encouraged other morganatic descendants to demand similar treatment and perhaps a greater share of the family inheritance. 

In 1895 Maximilian married a considerable heiress, the Hon. Constance Worms, whose father, Baron Henry de Worms (a grandson of Nathan Meyer Rothschild), had a few months earlier been created Lord Pirbright (the second Jew, after his cousin Lord Rothschild, to be created a British peer).4 Constance’s mother, Baroness Fanny von Todesco, was also from an ennobled Jewish family, with connections to many of the leading banking families of Europe. Henry de Worms had had a successful career in the law, as a barrister, and for fifteen years as a MP, serving as a junior minister in the government of Lord Salisbury and being appointed a privy councillor in 1888. Maximilian proved to be a less than devoted husband and he and Constance were divorced in 1912, having had two daughters and three sons; she wished to remarry and three years later Maximilian himself remarried, this time to a German noblewoman, Baroness Adelheid von Berlinchingen, but had no further children. 

In 1919 a new German law converted all titles to names, requiring that everyone bearing a noble title adopt their father’s title as part of their name; thus Maximilian’s became Herr Maximilian Prinz von Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg, the title he had in any case legally inherited under the original patent, while also remaining Count of Loewenstein-Scharffeneck. Maximilian and Constance had five children, two daughters and three sons; the eldest, Sophie, married Count Arbeno von Attems, of an ancient family long established in the border region between Austria and modern Italy and now part of the latter (her grandson is the present Lord Aylmer). The next daughter, Françoise, married an Austrian and moved to the United States before the Second World War. Maximilian’s eldest son Johann, born in Munich, married twice but had no issue; the youngest, Hubertus, whose rank as a Prince of Loewenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg was recognised by the then head of the house after the Second World War, died in 1984, leaving three daughters. Hubertus not only served in the German Bundestag but also played an important role in the Allied Denazification commission following the end of the Second World War. 

Leopold (1903–74),5 Maximilian’s second son and Rupert’s father, had no great inheritance and, soon after his marriage on 6 July 1932 to Bianca Fischler, Countess von Treuberg (1913–84), with the Nazis newly come to power, left Germany for Spain, where Rupert, their only son, was born in August 1933. Bianca Fischler was the daughter of Ernest Fischler, Count von Treuberg (1874–1950), a Bavarian royal chamberlain, and Henriette (Hette) von Kaufmann-Asser (1880–1944), whose grandfather, a leading banker, had in 1870 received the title of hereditary knight (Ritter) from the King of Prussia and whose father was an art collector and adviser to the German finance minister. Henriette’s brothers had distinguished careers: Heinrich (1882–1954) having served in the Foreign Office became German Ambassador to Argentina until his dismissal in September 1933, while Wilhelm (1888–1959) was a leading German film producer married to Henny Porten, one of the most renowned German screen actresses whose career survived the move from silent to speaking roles, until the film careers of both were boycotted when the Nazis came to power. 

Hette herself was at the centre of a notable intellectual circle which included the composer Richard Strauss and painter Arnold Böcklin, but after the birth of their third child she and her husband divorced, largely because of her dedication to the pacifist movement. Her salon made her one of the most influential figures in contemporary German society with extraordinary social connections as well as ties with the highest level of government (and close friendship with the Bavarian Crown Prince Rupprecht). After the war her salon again became a magnet for leading intellectuals and politicians, until she fled rising anti-Semitism in Germany for exile in Switzerland. Her daughter Bianca, Rupert’s mother, divorced Leopold in 1947 and remarried Peter Rosoff, whom she had met when he was posted to the US Embassy as a Colonel; Leopold also remarried, to Diana Gollancz, the daughter of the renowned publisher Sir Victor Gollancz. 


1 The Rosenberg branch only required ancient nobility, an easier standard to meet and their laws were registered.

2 This line became extinct with Friedrich’s granddaughter in 1916.

3 An unusual footnote in the 1871 Almanach de Gotha refers to the uncertain circumstances of her birth; a surprising assertion bearing in mind her official birth records were never a matter of dispute. This note serves to support the belief that her parentage was more elevated than the official record suggested. 

4 Lord Pirbright (1840–1903) converted to the Anglican faith after his divorce from Fanny von Todesco, and is buried, with his second wife, in the church of St Mark’s, Wyke. His splendid funeral monument, itself a Grade II listed building, includes mention of his children and grandchildren.

5 Whose memoir about his second wife, Diana, A Time to Live, A Time to Die, was published in 1970. He also translated into English Eduard Morike’s amusing novella, Mozart’s Journey to Prague (first published in German in 1856), Adelbert von Chamisso’s Faustian tale, Peter Schlemihl, and Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s
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