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      DESCRIPTION

      

      Bullies come in all shapes, sizes, and ages. Dana Milton finally opens her own dance studio and one of her Broadway Babies (age 8) is a classic tyrant. Can she teach her students about respect for one another—and when it’s time to stand up for oneself, or is it all tutu much?
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        A Life On Victoria Square story.

      

      

      
        
        You know about Victoria Square thanks to the Victoria Square Mysteries. Artisans Alley takes center stage in those books, but the merchants—and their businesses—are just as interesting. They all have stories to tell … and that’s what the Life on Victoria Square companion series is all about.

      

        

      
        So settle back and really get to know the merchants. Learn about their lives, and how life on Victoria Square affects them. It might just make a profound impression on you, too!
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      Dana Milton wanted to be a dancer since age three. That was when she’d seen a televised production of the Nutcracker Suite. She wasn’t afraid of the menacing rats, but she’d been absolutely charmed by Clara. Not just her dancing ability, but the way she faced danger. She was fearless, and that’s what Dana aspired to be. Lessons weren’t far behind.

      And Dana had been fearless when she continued dancing through high school, when a number of her classmates thought it was anything but cool to tap and dance on her toes. Their idea of dancing was gyrating to pop music—and mocking anyone who dared to do different—and better.

      “They’re not the kind of people you want as friends,” her mother, Paula, told her time and again, and she’d been right.

      Dana had been fearless when she’d gone to New York to audition to be a Rockette. After her performance, the stage manager had yelled, “Sorry. Next!” But she had been thrilled to get a job in the chorus line of an off-Broadway show and worked days slicing meat and assembling sandwiches in a deli to keep a roof over her head. Ah, those were the days. She’d been one of four girls sharing a two-bedroom flat, living on melba toast and diet cola, and loving every minute of it. Until someone had elbowed past her, giving her a mighty shove down the subway stairs and she’d torn a ligament in her left knee. Physical therapy and surgery couldn’t put Dana back together again, at least to dance professionally, and it was back to McKinlay Mill and to her old bedroom back with her parents.

      And so she’d had to change her dreams.

      “If you can no longer be a professional dancer, maybe you can train someone else who can,” her mother had said.

      That was the last thing a depressed Dana had wanted to hear. And so she’d found a boring old clerical job in Rochester and lived for the weekends when she could take a couple of dance classes.

      And then she met someone at—of all things—a ballroom dance class. Thanks to the resurgence in popularity of televised ballroom dancing, Jack Milton, DDS, had gone on a dare from his hygienist—and found love. Dana was just as surprised.

      It was a beautiful fall wedding, and Dana was determined to do things right—in Bollywood style. The entire wedding party—parents included—thrilled those at the reception with a mind-blowing routine that Dana herself choreographed. The video went viral, and the next thing she knew, Dana had been invited to teach classes to other wedding parties. It wasn’t Broadway, but it was fun!

      With Jack’s blessing, Dana quit her boring office job and worked full-time at the Twinkle Toes Dance studio not far from their condo, teaching dance classes—that is until Isabella Anne Milton was born. Dana was thrilled to be a stay-at-home mom … for the first couple of years, but by the time Bella was three, she was itching to teach again. After all, Bella was the same age as Dana when she’d gotten the dancing bug.

      That’s when she started plotting. She filled a journal with ideas for her own studio, starting with a business plan. She casually mentioned the idea to Jack, but he never paid much attention, although he did seem to enjoy talking about how he had set up his dental practice. She had a lot of the same issues, like insurance, equipment, and exactly what she would teach. No way did she want to infringe on Linda Reynolds who ran Twinkle Toes. She needed to establish her own studio in a different suburb. And it was her mother who put the bug in her ear about where her dance studio should be located.

      “I know the perfect place for you—and it’s right here in McKinlay Mill.”

      Dana’s gaze had narrowed. “No way.”

      “Way! Right on Victoria Square.”

      Dana was familiar with the area. As a kid, she’d been dragged there by her mother and grandmother for Christmas shopping. As far as she was concerned, there was only one place worth visiting the little shopping area for: the candy store. Sweet Sue’s Confectionery had been there since she was a teenager and sold the best chocolates. But the rest of the Square seemed dated and uninteresting to her teenaged eyes.

      “It seems to me that all the shops are too small or badly configured for a dance studio.”

      “There’s an opening at Artisans Alley,” Paula said.

      Dana thought back and frowned. “You mean that old flea market?”

      “It’s not a flea market. There are some very nice—and high-end—crafts sold there.”

      Not that Dana recalled.  “It’s a dump.”

      “I’ll admit, it’s not as attractive as it might be, but the new owner has already put her stamp on the place.”

      “Like how?”

      “Tidying up outside, for one. They had a very nice Christmas festival, and they’re always putting on some kind of sale or another. In fact, since she took over, the whole Square seems to have spruced up.”

      “How did you know about a place for lease?”

      “I read the paper, silly. Cunningham Realty not only sells properties, they also handle commercial rentals.”

      “There can’t be many in McKinlay Mill,” Dana muttered.

      “Being an old married lady, you haven’t been down by the waterfront. There’s loads of new development.”

      The only worthwhile place Dana could remember at the waterfront was Pelican’s Nest, a bar and restaurant. She’d been there a few times for drinks with friends, but it wasn’t really her style. The fact that it was the only bar in town—except for the bowling alley—made it the place to go.

      “You definitely need to get out more,” her mother advised.

      “I’ve got a child,” Dana reminded her mother. “And where am I going to come up with the money to rent a space for a dancing school.”

      “You are married to a dentist.”

      That was true. But they’d been saving their pennies—okay, dollars—for a fantastic new house in a much bigger development on the other side of town. That’s what Jack wanted. A place to entertain his friends and colleagues. Dana wasn’t quite so thrilled with the idea. And the more she thought about it, she wasn’t sure she wanted Bella to grow up in the most affluent suburb near Rochester. If she was honest with herself, she wanted to move back to McKinlay Mill. To be closer to her parents and other family.

      She wanted to go home.

      It was a raw spring day when she took Bella to have lunch with her mother.

      “Let’s have lunch at Tanner’s on Victoria Square. They’re a great little bakery that also serves sandwiches. You could gain a pound or two by just inhaling.”

      “I don’t need to gain a pound or two,” Dana said.

      “You look fabulous. You’ve still got a dancer’s physique. And while we’re there, we’ll just pop into Artisans Alley and have a look at their rental space.”

      Dana shrugged. She guessed she could do that.

      And so it was on a Tuesday morning around eleven that she, her mother, and Bella
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