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Preface

This book tells the story of Jonah in a way you can enjoy and understand. Life can feel scary sometimes, especially when asked to do something difficult or new. 

Jonah felt that fear too, and he made a choice to run away. But his journey shows that God stays close, even when mistakes happen. 

Through storms, a giant fish, and a second chance, Jonah learns about courage, obedience, and kindness. Each chapter is written to help you laugh, imagine, and think about making good choices. As this story unfolds, discover how big God’s love truly is for everyone.
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Chapter 1: God’s Big Mission
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Jonah was a man who knew God and heard His voice. He was not a king. He was not a soldier. He was a messenger. When God had a message, Jonah was the one chosen to carry it. That sounded like an honor, but it also felt heavy.

He lived in a place where people knew him as someone who spoke truth. When he shared a message from God, people listened. They trusted that his words were not his own. That kind of job came with great responsibility. Jonah understood that very well.

One day, God spoke to Jonah again.

“Go to the great city of Nineveh,” God said. “Tell the people there to stop doing wrong.”

Jonah froze.

Nineveh.

That was not just any city. Nineveh was huge. It was busy. It was loud. It was filled with people who did not follow God. Many of them were known for doing cruel things. Jonah had heard stories. He did not feel safe thinking about that place.

He stood there, thinking about the task.

Go to Nineveh.

Tell them to change.

Jonah did not like this mission. Not one bit.

His heart felt tight. His thoughts began to spin, but not in a brave way. He did not feel ready. He did not feel strong. He did not even feel willing.

Why should I go there? he thought. Those people do not listen. They might laugh at me. They might get angry. They might hurt me.

The more Jonah thought about Nineveh, the more he wanted to stay far away from it.

Have you ever felt like that?

Maybe someone asked you to say sorry when you knew you should, but you did not want to. Maybe you had to try something new, like speaking in front of others or making a new friend, and it felt too big. Maybe your heart said, “No, thank you,” even when you knew it was the right thing.

Jonah felt something like that.

Only his situation was even bigger.

God had given him a mission, and Jonah did not want to do it.

So, he made a choice.

He decided to run.

Not walk away for a moment. Not think about it and come back. He chose to go in the opposite direction.

If Nineveh was east, Jonah planned to go west.

If Nineveh was near, Jonah planned to go far.

He wanted distance. A lot of distance.

There was a place called Tarshish. It was known as a faraway land. People said it was one of the most distant places a person could travel by ship. That sounded perfect to Jonah.

If he could get to Tarshish, he thought, he could escape this mission.

Jonah packed what he needed. His steps moved fast, but not because he felt brave. He moved with one goal: get away.

He reached a port where ships came and went. Sailors called out to one another. Ropes stretched across the dock. Wooden boats rocked on the water.

Jonah looked around and found a ship that was preparing to sail to Tarshish.

Tarshish.

That was exactly where he wanted to go.

He went up to the sailors and paid the fare. No long speech. No second thoughts. Just action.

“I want to go to Tarshish,” Jonah said.

The sailors agreed. To them, Jonah was just another traveler.

But Jonah was not just another traveler.

He was a man running from God.

As he stepped onto the ship, he felt something deep inside. It was not peace. It was not joy. It was a strange mix of fear and relief.

Relief because he was not going to Nineveh.

Fear because... well, something did not feel right.

He pushed that feeling aside.

This is fine, he told himself. I am going somewhere else. I will not have to face those people. I will not have to say that message.

The ship creaked as it settled into the water. Sailors moved around, preparing for the journey. The wind picked up, and the sail stretched wide.

Jonah found a place to sit. He tried to relax.

Maybe he even thought, That was close. I almost had to go to Nineveh.

But something important was true, even if Jonah did not want to think about it.

You can travel far.

You can cross oceans.

You can hide from people.

But you cannot hide from God.

Jonah may have believed that distance would solve his problem. If he could not hear the command, maybe he would not have to follow it.

But God did not lose track of Jonah.

Not for one second.

The ship began to move away from the shore. The land grew smaller behind them. The water stretched out ahead.

Jonah watched the horizon. He told himself that everything was under control.

Still, that uneasy feeling stayed with him.

Have you ever tried to ignore something you knew was right?

Maybe you kept thinking about it, even when you tried not to. Maybe it followed you in your thoughts.

Jonah felt something like that.

But he kept going.

The ship moved farther and farther from land. The journey to Tarshish had begun.

Jonah had made his choice.

He would not go to Nineveh.

He would not deliver the message.

He would not face the people there.

Instead, he would sail far away and start fresh somewhere else.

At least, that was his plan.

What he did not understand was this:

God’s plans are bigger than our plans.

And God was not finished with him.

Not even close.

As the ship sailed across the wide sea, something was about to happen that Jonah could never have imagined.

His journey away from God was about to turn into a wild ride he would never forget.
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Chapter 2: The Terrible Storm
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The ship sailed farther from land, carrying Jonah and the crew across the wide sea. At first, the journey seemed normal. The sailors worked with skill and confidence. 

They tied ropes, checked the sails, and spoke to one another with steady voices. The water moved under the ship in long rolling waves, and the wind pushed the vessel forward.

Jonah stayed quiet among them. He kept to himself, hoping no one would notice him too much. He had made his choice, and now he was far from the place where God had told him to go. Still, that uneasy feeling had not left him. It stayed deep inside, like a whisper he could not silence.

The air began to change.

The wind grew stronger. It pushed harder against the sails. The waves became rough and choppy. The sailors looked at the sky, then at the sea. Their faces grew serious.

“This is not a normal wind,” one sailor said.

Another fastened a rope and shook his head. “This is getting worse.”

The sea began to roar. Waves crashed against the sides of the ship. Water splashed over the deck, soaking everything in its path. The ship rocked back and forth in a way that made it hard to stand.

The sailors sprang into action. They had faced storms before, but this one felt different. They pulled ropes with all their strength, trying to control the sails. They shouted orders across the deck. Each man moved with urgency, doing his part to keep the ship from breaking apart.

But the storm did not calm down.

It grew stronger.

The wind howled. The waves rose higher. The ship groaned under the pressure. Every plank seemed to cry out.

Fear spread among the sailors. These were strong men, used to the sea, but now their voices carried worry.

“Throw the cargo overboard!” one of them shouted.

They began tossing heavy items into the sea. Boxes, tools, and supplies splashed into the water. They hoped that making the ship lighter would help it stay afloat.

Still, the storm raged.

Each sailor cried out to his own god, hoping for help. Their voices mixed with the sound of the storm. Hands lifted toward the sky. Pleas rose from every corner of the ship.

But nothing changed.

The storm did not slow. The wind did not stop. The waves did not rest.

Jonah knew something.

Deep inside, he understood what was happening. This storm was not just a storm. This was no ordinary trouble. This had come because of him.

Because he ran.

Because he said no to God.

Because he chose Tarshish instead of Nineveh.

Jonah felt the truth press on his heart. He could not ignore it anymore. While the sailors struggled, he knew the reason for their danger.

The captain rushed across the deck, searching for every crew member. He found Jonah below, away from the chaos.

“How can you stay here?” the captain demanded. “Get up and call on your God! Maybe
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