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Chapter 1-Money Talk in the Bible

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:21

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. Matthew 6:24

There are some things in life we know we shouldn’t talk about in social circles, at work or in some cases, family dinners. Politics and religion are off the table. Talking about one’s finances is also considered uncouth. We don’t talk about how much money we have or don’t have. Those that talk about the things they have purchases are considered to be braggarts, which is definitely not the Christian way.

If you have never truly studied the Bible, you may be a little lost about how you should be spending your money or even earning your money. Not being allowed to discuss it in social circles can make it a little tough to ask the difficult questions about how you should be handling your money. Is it okay to be wealthy or should you hide it out of shame? Should you quit your job and rely on God to feed you, keep a roof over your head and clothe you? We will address that in the next section, but in a nutshell, no!

Some people may not know this, but the Bible is filled with texts about money. As Christians, we have been led to believe money is essentially a sin, a source of greed and evil. Will money be something that can keep us out of heaven? If that is truly the case, why are there nearly 2000 verses in the Bible that talk about money or possessions that are purchased with money?

God, in all His wisdom, knew money would be a focal point for the human race. Our worlds revolve around money. He knew that it would be a source of trouble for his children. He wanted to make sure we had all the information we needed to make the best choices possible when it comes to money management. He wants us all to be saved and therefore gave us a blueprint to follow. It isn’t like He left it all up to us to decide and to guess. There are some clear guidelines. It is up to us to ensure we are doing the best we can to follow His rules and directions about how we achieve wealth and what we do with it once we gain it. 

Don’t be afraid to talk about money with your pastor or clergymen. In fact, there are plenty of spiritual leaders who have written books and conduct seminars on the subject of money and what it means to your chance at eternal life. If you can’t get to one of those seminars, this book will help guide you down the tricky road to earning wealth and using it wisely, the way God intended.

Chapter 2-Is Wealth a Sin?

What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Mark 8:36

Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth. Proverbs 10:4

Those two verses from the New International Version of the Bible seem to contradict each other a bit. What does it mean? Is God encouraging us to chase the mighty dollar or to avoid the pitfalls of wealth? Is your healthy bank account a sin against God? Are those who work hard and save their money in order to obtain monetary wealth committing a sin so great they could lose their passage into heaven? Christians are often lectured about the joys of counterfeit treasures here on earth and then five minutes later they are asked to donate money and goods for those who are in need. The message is a bit confusing. Do you work hard to earn money so you can help those in need or do you shun wealth and rely on God to provide for you?

It is confusing. You are not alone in your desire to find out what it is you can do to please God. If you have ever read the Bible or studied the Word, you know the key to unraveling the mysteries is to carefully consider similar texts that were written by various disciples. You have to get the whole picture to understand what a single verse is trying to say. 

The first question we must address is what the Bible says about wealth. Is it a sin to be wealthy? The short answer is no. However, as you will see in the text from Mark, “if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul,” the words are meant to clarify the cost of the wealth. In Mark, the cost would be the person’s soul. Now, depending on your faiths and beliefs, you will associate a lost soul to eternal death rather than a place in Heaven. How much is your money worth to you? Are you willing to sacrifice eternal life for a pile of money on earth? Money and treasures that you buy with your wealth will mean nothing when your time on earth expires. You can’t take it with you!

Many assume good Christians live a life of poverty because God asks them to. They pass up money-making opportunities because wealth is a sin. They only work enough to put food on the table and even then it is scarce. This is not the case at all. God would be disappointed to learn his children were not willing to work to support themselves and were relying solely on his generosity and the generosity of others. 

In fact, Proverbs tells us in not so many words not to be lazy or we will end up poor. Is being poor bad? Does being poor mean you forfeit your ticket to eternal life? It seems like these two texts are contradicting each other, which can lead to some serious confusion for most. 

Being poor or barely getting by is not a sin as long as your financial situation does not interfere with your love of Christ and the ability to worship him. There are plenty of people who take low-paying jobs because they don’t want to work so much they can’t devote time to God. Some of the poor are missionaries and have devoted their lives to serving God and spreading the gospel. God knows the heart. He knows the reasons for wealth and poverty. His concern is your spiritual health. 

We know greed is a sin. However, greed and wealth are not the same things. Isn’t it possible for a righteous person to be wealthy and not greedy? Some will argue that a wealthy person should give away all his money to the poor. Refer back to the verse in Proverbs. In this text, it seems to assume the poor are poor because of a “slack hand,” or what we would refer to as being lazy or unwilling to help oneself. Is it contradicting what the Bible says by the wealthy giving to the poor and aiding their slack hand?

Imagine a person jumping off a building because the Bible insists God will take care of you. In this situation and situations where a person decides not to work for money, you are testing God and his abilities, which is not in line with believing in His power and grace. Believing God will carry you through tough times is one thing, but to test Him by not trying is a dangerous game that will only end badly for you. 

Throughout the next several chapters, we are going to unravel the mystery of wealth and what it means for your soul. Can you enjoy the little things in life or should you shun it in favor of a simple lifestyle that doesn’t require wealth to enjoy?

Chapter 3-Using Wealth for Good, Not Evil

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.1 Timothy 6:17,18

Wealth isn’t necessarily a bad thing. If you were born into privilege, you cannot assume you are a sinner because your parents are wealthy and by proxy, you are wealthy. As we see in Timothy, God isn’t suggesting those that have money are automatically sinners. He does provide some guidelines on how a wealthy person should handle his riches. In fact, the wealthy are almost held to a different set of rules than the poor. 

Let’s dissect this text. In the first verse, it establishes the wealthy in the world are asked not to be high-minded or essentially, stuck up. They should not hold their heads higher than the rest and assume they are better than those who don’t have great wealth. Pretentiousness is frowned upon and would be a sin. The term “high-minded” is used several times throughout the Bible in the King James Version. In the NIV translation, it is translated to arrogant. In each use, God does his best to explain he wants his children to be humble, not arrogant. Be humble in your faith and your wealth. You don’t have to flaunt your wealth in order to gain social standing or to feel better about yourself. A person who is rich in spirituality will not need to bolster their self-value by flaunting their riches.

In the next section, it advises us not to trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God. What does this mean? Uncertain riches could be translated to read counterfeit treasures. The things you buy today are counterfeit treasures. Meaning, you cannot take that flashy new car or those designer jeans to heaven with you. The money you spent buying such things will ultimately be all for naught. Could you have used the money on something else? This isn’t to say you have to dress like a pauper, but we know God has asked his people to be meek. 

Refer to Matthew 5:5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” The meek may not be wearing the trendiest clothing and dining at 5-star restaurants and driving expensive cars, but they will inherit the greatest treasure of all—eternal life. 

The next line in the text tells us God gives us everything we need to be happy. A walk through the forest, the blooming flowers and the promise of eternal life are the things that should bring us true joy and happiness. Driving a fancy car only brings us temporary happiness. One phrase that has been adapted to the modern world is “money can’t buy you love.” No, it cannot. And, it cannot buy you eternal life.

However, wealth does afford you the chance to use the money for good. In the last
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