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Knight of Cups

Alice spread the cards out on the shelf and drew one. She blinked and straightened up the special deck. She left the tarot reading room to go upstairs to her room. She sat down at her desk and quickly found two more Knight of Cup cards from her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. Madeline was about to give a tarot reading to a client. Alice studied the card and wondered when she would be done with all the court cards in the deck.

She kept taking her notes and just focused on the current card. She lost track of time and didn’t set her pen down until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. The music from the greenhouse stopped. Alice stood up and walked downstairs. She walked into the kitchen. Eliot entered the kitchen soon after to set the table.

Madeline didn’t turn around. She kept cooking. “Alice, what is the card of the day?”

“Knight of Cups.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Eliot stood and waited for the answer.

Alice answered, “The Knight of Cups can mean a message or an arrival. It can be moving up or forward. It can also be requests or challenges. It can be an attraction to a place or a person. It can also mean romance or proposals. Or it could be a person that is a Prince or Princess Charming.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

Alice continued, “The reverse meaning is artifice or fraud. It can be false news or a false friend. Definitely not a Prince or Princess Charming.”

Madeline nodded. “You can get a new card tomorrow.”

Eliot smiled. “Will it be another court card?”

Alice laughed and got drinks for everyone. Madeline served everyone and they sat down to eat. They were quiet enjoying their food for awhile. Until there was something important to say.

Eliot paused eating. “Alice, there have been more requests for your toiletry items.”

Alice blinked. “Really? I do have time to craft more today.”

He nodded. “Yes, more requests. I made up extra mints so you hopefully won’t run out while you’re crafting the orders.”

Alice smiled. “Good to know. What other things are requested?”

Eliot smiled. “There’s a new store opening soon and they want to feature your hypoallergenic items.”

Madeline smiled.

Alice gasped. “I’m glad someone is opening a store for that. I think there’s a real need for one.”

Eliot said, “That’s what I was thinking. So, I ordered more salt, baking soda and cornstarch so we don’t run out.”

Madeline said, “I had no idea making toiletry items could be so profitable. Alice, will you still study tarot?”

Alice laughed. “I still want to learn all the cards, so I will continue with my studies.” She paused. “I never thought I’d like crafting toiletry items or that people would want them.”

Madeline nodded. “I wouldn’t have thought people could be that into toiletries, but I was wrong. I don’t mind that you’re doing it. If anything, I’m glad you at least enjoy crafting. I know I wouldn’t. I’d find it a real chore and too exhausting to do every day.”

Alice nodded. “Then I won’t give you a hard time for not crafting anything. I wonder what will happen at the fair.”

Madeline blinked. “Well, I volunteer to work the booth. So, if you need to craft any new items because we’ve run out, you can do so.”

Alice smiled. “That’s a good idea. I didn’t think of that. I just was afraid you’d get too tired to run the booth.”

Madeline said, “I’m willing to risk the fatigue to help out. I’m impressed the orders are so good. Eliot, are the herbs still selling well on their own?”

Eliot answered, “They still do sell as well as they have since I’ve been here. It’s the toiletry items which have taken off. I just hope Alice can keep up with the demand or I will have to start crafting some of my own.”

Alice nodded. “Why haven’t you crafted any, Eliot?”

Eliot answered, “I didn’t want to take that from you. You seemed so happy working on them.”

Alice smiled. “I see. Can you at least craft toiletries as well as I can?”

Eliot smiled. “I don’t know if they are quite that good, but I’m sure they will be fine for orders.”

Madeline said, “The real question is will anyone notice?”

They all laughed. They finished eating soon after. Madeline went to give more readings to clients while Eliot and Alice cleaned up the kitchen and washed dishes. Then they went to the greenhouse to work on orders.

The big screen reflected the new store’s order in addition to their regular orders from other stores. He turned on some music and they got right to work. He did all his herbs before he checked to see what she was working on.

It wasn’t long before he could see she would run out of certain plants. He made notes of which they were. He grabbed the tools he needed and then went to the specific plants. She smiled knowing he was ensuring she could keep working and that they would have the orders ready for the delivery person who would be stopping by that day.

Eliot finished each plant by labeling them and placing on the shelf where Alice would find them quickly. Next he set up the boxes and the packaging they would need for the orders. He printed out labels for each one. He put the labels on the boxes so they would know which one was which.

She kept working and placing her items in the respective boxes. There was some singing as they worked. Neither cared how bad they sounded or how off key. They were just enjoying their work and each other.

They were just sealing up the boxes when the delivery person arrived. They stopped and pulled out some packages.

“Here are your orders. Are those boxes for me to take away?”

Eliot nodded and handed them over, one by one.

“Wow, business must be good if you have this many orders to ship out now.” They smiled and loaded their vehicle before taking off.

Alice and Eliot blinked. They checked the big screen again and just saw a few small orders left to do. They checked their supplies and went back to work. They completed all the orders for the day and then moved on to restock their supplies.

Clients came and went, paying and receiving their orders with big smiles. Even Madeline was picking up and handing out orders to the same clients she gave tarot readings to.

The time blurred. Neither Alice nor Eliot noticed when Madeline went to take her nap. They just kept working and finally they cleaned up their work area. There was plant material on the floor that they swept up and put in the compost pile.

Alice sighed when they were finished.

“Are you alright?”

“That was a lot of work today. I can see why you offered to help craft some toiletries.”

He smiled. “Yeah, it’s a lot. I’m glad I know the recipes and can determine what you need before you run out of our stock.”

“We do make a good team.”

He nodded. “We are doing well.”

They could hear Madeline cooking the kitchen again. He turned off the music and they went to the kitchen. He set the table and Alice got drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and enjoyed their meal in silence.

Madeline still felt tired after her nap and wondered if there was something more wrong with her. She frowned and enjoyed her meal. She was relieved she could still cook. She noticed the young elves were quiet, but at least they were eating. She wondered if they had a long day.

They finished eating and Madeline left the room. Alice and Eliot cleaned up the kitchen and washed the dishes. They didn’t worry about what Madeline was doing.

Eliot asked, “Would you like to go for a walk with me?”

Alice nodded. They left the house soon afterwards. They didn’t have many cares in the world. They enjoyed their walk. They held hands and greeted the neighborhood cats. The cats greeted them back and watched them as they walked by.

Madeline was in the attic with Mr. Flowers and her dad. They watched the young elves walking together.

Mr. Flowers said, “So, they’re more than friends now?”

Madeline answered, “I suppose so. They haven’t said anything to me about it. But I suppose they don’t want to.”

James said, “Well, I don’t mind. I’m happy for them.”

Mr. Flowers smiled. “So am I.”

They watched the young couple all smiling. They couldn’t deny how happy they were about Alice and Eliot enjoying themselves on such a good evening for a walk.

James asked, “So, how are the finances going, Madeline?”

Madeline answered, “Well, better than I expected. The herbs and tarot readings are the same as ever and now we sell toiletries items too. Those are pushing us over to build up a nest egg in case of emergencies.”

James nodded. “Wonderful. I guess we don’t need to worry about the kids anymore.”

Everyone readily agreed without the young elves knowing they were discussed in the attic.
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