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    Proverbs 27:5. Open rebuke is better than secret love.


That I should love my neighbor is a good thing; but to have love enough to be able to openly reprove his faults, is a very high proof of affection, and far better than secret love which is silent when it should speak. And yet how many persons there are who are very angry with you if you give them open rebuke, and how many are foolish enough to prefer secret love to open rebuke, though they have the wisdom of Solomon to teach them better! Our Lord Jesus Christ has a secret love for his people, but he never spares them open rebuke when he knows it will be good for them.














— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to the Book of Proverbs
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What is the difference between intelligence and wisdom? Wisdom goes beyond knowledge. It is more than a catalog of facts; it is a masterful perception of life, a practical art of living, and the ability to make good decisions. Proverbs challenges us to acquire knowledge, apply it to our lives, and share the wisdom we have acquired with others.

Where do we go to acquire wisdom? The book says that wisdom goes beyond knowledge, but it must begin with the knowledge of proverbs. "The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: to acquire wisdom and discipline; to discern words of understanding" (Proverbs 1:1-2, NIV) (The NKJV translation, "to learn," misses the essentially experiential nature of the Hebrew da'at and its root, yada, which the NIV correctly reflects with the verb "to acquire"). To produce wisdom, knowledge must be mixed with the fear of the Lord. The "fear" [from the Hebrew yare] of the Lord is often used in the Old Testament as a synonym for "living in response to God. The book of Proverbs declares that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding" (Prov. 9:10). Knowledge without a commitment to the Lord is as useless as cement without water to make a mixture. Paradoxically, the acceptance of proverbs by faith in the heart produces the fear of the Lord. "My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commandments within you...you will understand the fear of the Lord and discover the knowledge of God" (Prov. 2:1, 5).

True wisdom for the Christian includes all of God's revelation, especially what we know about His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. It begins with knowing who the Lord is, what He has done, and what He desires for us and for the world in which we live. As we grow in our perspective of God, we learn to cooperate with Him in His work of sustaining and redeeming the world. This often makes us more fruitful in ways that benefit ourselves and help others. This, in turn, leads us to live in reverence for the Lord in the midst of daily life and work. "The fear of the Lord leads to life, to sleep contentedly, without being touched by evil" (Proverbs 19:23).

In Proverbs, acquiring wisdom does us good and not acquiring wisdom does us harm. We have not truly acquired knowledge until we apply it in our lives. "A wise man fears evil and turns away from it" (Proverbs 14:16). "The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom" (Prov 10:31). Proverbs anticipates Jesus' admonition, "Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves" (Mt 10:16). Wisdom comes from the Lord, who declares, "In the way of wisdom I have led you, in the paths of righteousness I have guided you" (Prov 4:11). In Proverbs, the spiritual and the moral meet, and wisdom reflects the truth that a good God remains in control.

The book of Proverbs also contains warnings to those who despise growing in wisdom. Wisdom, personified throughout the book as a woman, speaks. "For he who finds me finds life and obtains the favor of the Lord. But he that sinneth against me wrongeth himself, and all they that hate me love death" (Proverbs 8:35-36). Wisdom produces a better, more abundant life. Lack of wisdom diminishes life and ultimately leads to death.

Furthermore, the book of Proverbs tells us that the wisdom we acquire is not only for ourselves, but also to be shared with others, "to give wisdom to the simple, and knowledge and discretion to the young" (Proverbs 1:4). Proverbs 9:9 recommends that we "instruct the wise" and "teach the righteous. Proverbs 26:4-5 warns against sharing wisdom with a fool. We share wisdom not only by teaching, but also by living wisely as we pass it on to those who see us and follow our example. The reverse is also true. If we live foolishly, others may be tempted to do the same, and we hurt not only ourselves but them as well. Often, as we progress in our life's work, we become more visible and the effects of our wisdom or foolishness affect more and more people. Over time, this can have the most profound consequences, for "the instruction of the wise is a source of life, and a way out of the snares of death" (Proverbs 13:14).
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About the Book of Proverbs
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In the ancient Near East, rulers typically commissioned wise men to collect the accepted wisdom of their nation and to instruct the young men who would enter the professions or government service at the royal court.  These wise sayings, condensed from observation of life and the realities of human experience, became the text for future generations as they reached adulthood. The book of Proverbs, however, declares that its principal author is King Solomon (Proverbs 1:1) and that its inspiration comes from the Lord. "For the Lord gives wisdom, and out of His mouth come knowledge and understanding" (Proverbs 2:6). The book requires faith in the Lord, not in human experience.

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not unto your own understanding" (Proverbs 3:5). "Be not wise in your own eyes, but fear the Lord and turn from evil" (Prov. 3:7). Other ancient Near Eastern manuals assume or take for granted the divine origin of the wisdom they teach, but Proverbs is emphatic in attributing wisdom solely and directly to the Lord.  The central message of the book is that true wisdom is based on our relationship with God: we cannot have true wisdom unless we have a living relationship with the Lord.

Therefore, the proverbs in this book are more than just common sense or good advice; they teach us not only the relationship between our actions and our destiny, but also how to create a peaceful and prosperous community under the Lord, who is the source of true wisdom.

At the same time, these short, pithy sayings we call proverbs are generalizations about life, not promises given in small bits. God works through them to guide our thinking, but we must be careful not to chop up the collection and put it in a bag of pieces like fortune cookies. One cannot use an isolated saying to express the whole truth, but must be sensitive to the larger context of the whole book.  Only a fool would read "Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6) and conclude that a child is a programmed robot. The proverb teaches that parental training has an effect, but the meaning must be understood by paying attention to other proverbs that recognize that each person is responsible for his or her own behavior, such as "The eye that mocks the father and despises the mother, the ravens shall drive it out of the valley, and the eagles shall eat it" (Pro 30:17). To be an expert in proverbs is to weave a mantle of wisdom from the entire collection. Acquiring wisdom from the book of Proverbs requires a lifetime of study.

This is not a trivial task, for there is tension between some of the proverbs, although they are not in total opposition. Others are expressed with ambiguity, requiring the reader to consider possible interpretations. To whom the proverb is addressed is an aspect that deserves great attention. The warning, "Do not love sleep" (Proverbs 20:13), is a proverb addressed to all God's children (see Proverbs 1:4-5), but the affirmation, "Sweet shall be your sleep" (Proverbs 3:24), is addressed to those who do not allow wisdom and understanding to depart from their eyes (Proverbs 3:21). We must be careful not to allow a proverb to become legalism. "Love not sleep" is not a proverb that forbids the use of sleeping pills, nor does it forbid sleeping late on a day of rest, nor does it justify obsessively checking your email day and night. The book of Proverbs is timeless, but its application must be adapted to each age, as the book of Job illustrates (see "Job and Work" at www.teologiadeltrabajo.org). Proverbs are reference points in the slow development of virtue, and they take a long time to understand. "The wise shall hear and grow in knowledge, and the prudent shall acquire skill to understand proverb and fable, the words of the wise and their riddles" (Prov. 1:5-6).

The book of Proverbs is divided into seven sections. Section 1 (Proverbs 1:1-9:18) contains broad teachings that prepare the disciple's heart for the concise proverbs of the following sections. Section 2 (Proverbs 10:1-22:16) contains the "Proverbs of Solomon. Section 3 (Proverbs 22:17-24:22) contains the "Proverbs of the Wise," which were probably adopted and adapted by Solomon, and section 4 (Proverbs 24:23-34) expands on the above with more "Proverbs of the Wise. Section 5 (Proverbs 25:1-29:27) covers "other proverbs which the men of King Hezekiah of Judah copied," analyzing ancient records
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