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DEDICATION

	 

	 

	To all my former students for all they taught me about life, love and the beauty of innocence.

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	THE SCHOOL FACTORY

	by

	Christine A. Adams

	The End

	On June 10th Heritage High School will graduate 130 seniors. The Graduation means the end of production on the assembly line at The School Factory. Mrs. Anderson, the senior English teacher, is involved in an accident on Kick Hill road as she hurries to the graduation. In her unconscious state time shifts and she returns to events of the school year, she remembers certain students and incidents:

	THE JOURNEY from September 10th --- June 10th The morning of the first day of school, all of her classes from the lowest level English to Advanced Placement - A Parent's Night, The Spirit Assembly, The Band Rehearsal, the Funeral, The PPT Meeting, and Partying At The Sand Pit, to the immediate events of June 10th - Graduation Day.

	THE STUDENT PRODUCTS IN THE SCHOOL FACTORY

	
		Larry Blaisdell - the boy who can't read but is a firefighter. On the night of graduation, be rescues Mrs. Anderson from her car just before it bursts into flames.

		Josh Spenser - a remarkable, inspirational young man who was born with Cerebral Palsy. He overcomes his disability to become an Olympic athlete.

		Eric Berman - an exceptional AP student, Editor-in Chief of the Yearbook, an athlete, and The Valedictorian.

		Leslie Schroeder - Eric's girlfriend - a beautiful, artistic girl who lives with a single mother. She will go to Rhode Island School of Design while he goes to Brown.

		Latisha Emmons, the only African American girl in the senior class, who is also the most talented and most intelligent girl. Her attendance falls off in the spring and she doesn't make Valedictorian.

		Frank Sargent, whose step-mother molested him, lives in a shack behind the Abbott farm. He obsesses about girls and sex and wanders aimlessly around town when he's not •working the farm.

		Sylvia Smith, who lives next door to the farm, befriends Frank and he warns her about her wild friends. After z concert in Ludlow, when Sylvia drank and used ecstasy, she received a head injury in a car crash. She never could regain her short-term memory even when Mrs. Anderson tutored her.

		Suzy Stevenson-a teen mom.

		And Justin Tobin-two seniors who have a two-year old kid named Billy. Their parents are feuding. Mrs. Anderson intervenes.

		Jim Bartlett, a very talented musician, a gay boy who is plagued by a homophobic father and permissive mother. After being "outed" by his friend, he commits suicide.

		Alex Brady, an ADHD special needs student is really an alcoholic who is in the last stages of alcohol and drug addiction. He hates school and spends most of his time playing in a band. He is confronted by Mrs. Anderson at a PPT meeting and gets help.

		Ryan Blakely - a spoiled rich kid had been expelled from a private school because he blew up a stink bomb in the boys' bathroom. His parents paid tuition to transfer him to Heritage High. At Heritage, he took up "pushing drugs and pills." By the end of the year he is in serious trouble!



	 

	In her unconscious state, Mrs. Anderson hears the sonorous, overbearing VOICE OF EDUCATION that constantly intrudes into her mental space with educational jargon about ----- -

	 

	
		PRODUCTS ON THE ASSEMBLY LINE

		ACCOUNTABILITY EDUCATION - NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND

		SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAM - THE RESOURCE ROOM

		PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

		THE SCHOOL BUDGET - KEEP TAXES FROM GOING UP?

		PRODUCTS THAT REPRODUCE PRODUCTS

		SPIRIT WEEK- INTENDED TO "LIFT THE SPIRITS" OF THE PRODUCTS

		EXCESSIVE ABSENTEEISM- HOW TO KEEP TRACK OF THE PRODUCTS

		DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS- SOME PRODUCTS DO NOT FUNCTION

		TUITIONING SOME STUDENTS TO DEFRAY COSTS



	Time finally shifts to the graduation ceremony itself. By this time, Mrs. Anderson has been transferred from Kick Hill Road to a Life Star helicopter. She loses her battle for life just as the copter flies over the ceremony. Her spirit leaves her body - The spirit of her student, Jim Bartlett, joins her and they observe the graduation below.

	They see Larry arriving late; they see the memorial musical tribute to Jim himself. They see the kids getting their scholarships and diplomas. When the hats are tossed, two hats float skyward - one belonged to Larry who tried to save Mrs. Anderson and the other to Kurt, Jim's friend. Mysteriously, they are snatched up with the wind. Jim reaches into the future to show Mrs. A. how some of the kids live out their lives.

	 

	Thus, the day ends at The Beginning.

	 

	
 

	THE END IN THE PRESENT

	JUNE 10TH - GRADUATION DAY

	 

	Graduation day is an ending day!

	Mrs. A., as her students called her, was running late. 6 o’clock! It starts at 6:30 she thought. Quickly, she slipped a white silk dress over her head and maneuvered a gold chain out from under it. As she zipped the back of the dress, her feet struggled to get into last year’s pumps there on the floor. She wiggled her toes in place and grabbed her small white purse from the bureau.

	"I can’t be late," she said as she pulled the front door shut. The Mazda Miata seemed to have heard her and swung into action as she pulled away from her house on Thorndike Road.

	No one to wave goodbye to. No one to wait there for her to come home. Jenny Anderson in her 18th year as a teacher at Heritage High, was divorced with a son in college and a recent "empty nester."

	She hated that label because she knew its hidden pain. Now, with her son at Brown University, she concentrated on her "kids at Heritage." She couldn’t be late for their graduation.

	She hit the accelerator on Kick Hill Road and raced the engine. The old lady in the Oldsmobile in front of her was too deaf to hear her and too blind to see her.

	"I have to see them march in," Jenny exclaimed as she drove her palm into the steering wheel. "Com’on lady."

	Every year on graduation day it was the same. She was happy for her students but sad at the same time. That made the day almost impossible to bear. Last year, she went back into the school to pick up some books and cried as she walked the empty corridors. Because she was a teacher of "seniors", her loss was always inevitable and immediate.

	In a way she felt the school was like a factory. The kids like products that get pushed along the assembly line. Every year different names, different faces, but somehow the same kids. She thought of this year’s class, Josh, Eric, Leslie, Suzy, Justin, Larry and Alex. She hoped she didn’t cry when she saw Josh lumber up to the podium or when Eric gave his Valedictory speech - but she probably would.

	Distracted for a moment she forgot the old lady in front of her until she noticed the clock at 6:10. Impatient, she decided to take a chance and pass the old lady on Kick Hill Road. Impulsively, she pulled out around her.

	At that moment, Jenny saw the square bumper of a truck bearing down towards her. The bumper was high off the ground; the body of the red truck had white letters on it. She didn’t have time to look at the driver, or the name on the truck, just the big black square bumper. She knew the truck was going to hit her. The driver seemed not to be a person but a flurry of activity someplace up high in the air. Hemmed between the Oldsmobile and the oncoming truck, there was no time or space to get out of the way.

	The blow of the collision drove her back into the seat as the steering wheel cut into her chest. She felt the blow – the car moving backwards, the airbag swallowing her, and then she knew only blackness.

	Someplace in that blackness the structure of time was erased. Time shifted and Jenny was getting ready for the first day of school – this year, last September, this graduating senior class.

	THE PAST JOURNEY

	SEPTEMBER 10TH – THE MORNING OF THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

	 

	6 AM - To make that initial impression on the seniors at Heritage High and to make sure her feet didn’t hurt by the end of the day, she put on the new red plaid dress with the comfortable black flat shoes.

	As she dressed, Jenny Anderson, a petite 42 year old veteran teacher who had always loved the excitement of teaching, mentally ran through the lesson plans. Two British Literature Level One classes early in the day – give out books, explain the course outline. Assign notes Anglo- Saxon period. Advanced Placement period 4 – Start reading in the Sequel Book. Explain concepts of Literary Criticism. Hand out Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment – 50 pages by Wednesday. Late in the day, English Level Two – have them start notes in class. Then, last period of the day English Level Three – Introduce course, start notes, and show film to introduce Anglo Saxon period.

	On the way to the School, Mrs. Anderson thought of her students wondering what the year would bring. A school bus stopped in front of her. She hit the brakes and waited. "It’s almost like a factory, a school factory," she said out loud. "The number of kids, the same problems and they get passed along like some manufactured products – no time – just 'keep movin' kids."

	As she turned into the parking lot, she thought of that funny scene on the Lucy show when Lucy and Ethel were working in a candy factory and struggling with the moving assembly line. She remembered when they were stuffing candy into their faces, and into their pockets but they couldn’t catch up. The line kept moving faster and faster. She laughed.

	"Hey, Ms. A. I’m back." She looked up to see Larry Blaisdell knocking on her car window.

	"Hey, Larry, what’s happening?"

	Larry’s was the kid who quit last year. A really good kid, but a really bad student! She was glad he was back "to graduate this time." She also knew Larry couldn’t read past the fourth grade level and needed intensive daily tutoring taking him back to that level and bringing him up to grade level. It would never happen she thought – no time, no resources!

	Larry and Ms. A. joined the stream of students making their way into the building as Mrs. Anderson silently worried if Larry would make it this year.

	BACK ON KICK HILL ROAD

	The 9-11 call came from a cell phone. "There’s been a terrible accident.” We need an ambulance on Kick Hill Road. Right past Emmett’s Garage. A woman in her forties – she’s unconscious. Hurry."

	Right after the impact, Jenny shifted in and out of consciousness. A heavy darkness hung over her mind like a shield protecting her from some unexplainable, horrific pain. Time stood still as that darkness was interrupted. She thought she heard a chorus of voices but then heard only one loud sonorous male voice called "EDUCATION." It talked to her in a terrible monotone that made her sleepy but even though it hurt her ears she knew she had to listen. It said:

	"HERE ARE YOUR PRODUCTS! YOUR SCHOOL FACTORY IS ON A HILL. IT RISES UP FULL OF HOPES AND DREAMS CALLED THE FUTURE. SOME CLAIM IT IS THE AMERICAN DREAM.

	IN THE FACTORY, THERE ARE SEVERAL LONG CONVEYOR BELTS THAT TRACK THE PRODUCTS. WE START OFF WITH THE GROUP CALLED THE SUPER INTELLIGENT, OR GIFTED; THEN, COMES THE INTELLIGENT; AND FINALLY, THE AVERAGE AND BELOW AVERAGE.

	IF YOU WORK AS A TEACHER AT THE FACTORY FOR ABOUT TEN YEARS, YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO MOVE FROM THE AVERAGE ASSEMBLY LINE TO THE INTELLIGENT. IF YOU ARE GIFTED YOURSELF, YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO WORK WITH THE SUPER INTELLIGENT. EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT HEAD GIVES OUT EVALUATIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS – A GOOD EVALUATION MIGHT MEAN AN ASSIGNMENT TO A HIGHER LEVEL.

	HERE’S HOW IT WORKS! ALL THE PRODUCTS ARE PROPELLED ALONG ON THEIR TRACK EACH DAY. THE SUPER INTELLIGENT, OR GIFTED, HAVE A SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND THEIR BELT GOES FASTER THAN ALL THE OTHERS, PLUS THEY HAVE MORE BOOKS AND TEACHERS.

	IT COSTS MORE TO MOVE THEM ALONG. ADVANCED PLACEMENT KIDS CAN READ AND WRITE EXTREMELY WELL AND WILL PROBABLY DO WELL ON THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEST THAT IS GIVEN AT THE END OF THE LINE. THERE IS A CHANCE OF THEM BEING MOVED ALONG TO THE IVY LEAGUE COLLEGE CHUTE IF THEY CAN REACH A SCORE OF 5. THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER WILL PROBABLY PUBLISH THEIR SCORES AND NAME THEIR COLLEGES.

	THE GIFTED PRODUCTS ARE ALWAYS SHINED AND PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC AS MERCHANDISE THAT IS TYPICAL OF THIS SCHOOL FACTORY. MOST OF THE TIME THE KIDS ON THE OTHER CONVEYOR BELTS, ESPECIALLY THE BELOW AVERAGE AND SPECIAL NEEDS LINE, ARE USUALLY NOT ASKED TO CONDUCT AN ASSEMBLY, ACT IN A PLAY, OR WRITE FOR THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER.

	THE PRODUCTS ON THE REGULAR INTELLIGENCE LINE ARE GENERALLY WELL EDUCATED WITH REGULAR BOOKS AND REGULAR TEACHERS. SOMETIMES THEY HAVE APPRENTICES, OR STUDENT TEACHERS, TO HELP MOVE THESE CLASSES ALONG THE LINE. THEY CAN READ AND WRITE WELL AND WILL PROBABLY GO TO THE LOCAL UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGES.

	THE PRODUCTS ON THE AVERAGE CONVEYOR BELT WILL BE GIVEN BOOKS THAT LOOK ALMOST LIKE THE BOOKS OF THE INTELLIGENT PRODUCTS BUT THEY WILL NOT BE THE SAME – NOT QUITE AS HARD. THERE WILL BE HOMEWORK BUT NOT AS MUCH AND NOT ALL THE TIME. THEY WILL BE ABLE

	
	BACK ON KICK HILL ROAD

	
	THE PAST JOURNEY

	SEPTEMBER 10th – THE LAST CLASS ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL – PERIOD 6 - LEVEL THREE - ENGLISH

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	LARRY – THE FIRST PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	BACK ON KICK HILL ROAD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	IN THE PRESENT

	JUNE 10TH - GRADUATION DAY AT 6:20 PM LARRY GETS THE CALL FOR HELP

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	BACK ON KICK HILL ROAD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	BACK AT KICK HILL ROAD

	
	THE PAST JOURNEY

	SEPTEMBER 10th – THE FIRST CLASS ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL – PERIOD 1 LEVEL ONE - ENGLISH

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		What did you love to do as a child?

		Who do you think you are?

		What do you love? What could you do that you know you would absolutely not fail at it?

		What is stopping you from pursuing your dreams?



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	JOSH – THE SECOND PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	IN THE PRESENT 

	JUNE 10TH- GRADUATION DAY – EARLY AFTERNOON- 2:30 PM - JAKE AND HARRY DEFEND JOSH

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	BACK ON KICK HILL ROAD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	THE PAST JOURNEY 

	OCTOBER 10TH – PARENTS’ NIGHT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ERIC - THE THIRD PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	IN THE PRESENT

	JUNE 10TH - GRADUATION DAY MORNING 10 AM - ERIC MEETS MRS ANDERSON TO PRACTICE HIS SPEECH

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	LESLIE - THE FOURTH PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	BACK ON KICK HILL ROAD

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	LEAVING KICK HILL ROAD

	IN THE LIFE STAR HELICOPTER

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	THE PAST JOURNEY

	NOVEMBER 10th – THE FOURTH CLASS OF THE DAY - ADVANCED PLACEMENT - ENGLISH

	
	
	
	
	
	LATISHA – THE FIFTH PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	LEAVING KICK HILL ROAD

	IN THE LIFE STAR HELICOPTER

	
	
	
	
	
	THE PAST JOURNEY

	DECEMBER 10th – THE FIFTH CLASS OF THE DAY - LEVEL TWO- ENGLISH

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FRANK - THE SIXTH PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	SYLVIA - THE SEVENTH PRODUCT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	THE PAST JOURNEY

	DECEMBER 24th - VISITING SYLVIA IN THE HOSPITAL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	IN THE PRESENT

	JUNE 10TH - GRADUATION DAY – EARLY AFTERNOON - FRANK’S FATHER AND STEP MOTHER GETTING READY FOR GRADUATION.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	cover.jpeg
e R, SRV R\
The School Factory ’

@ ‘

. | 4 -

Christine A. Adams,M. A.










images/image.png






