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Introduction


Common Entrance 13+ Geography for ISEB CE and KS3 is for pupils in Key Stage 3 – at a preparatory school where pupils sit ISEB Common Entrance at the end of Year 8, or at a mainstream secondary school.


What is geography and why is it important?

Geography is a big subject. You can’t get much bigger, because in geography you study the world! Through Common Entrance 13+ Geography for ISEB CE and KS3, you will study places near and far. In doing so, you will begin to understand better how the world works. The exciting thing about geography is that the world is changing, so there are always new things to learn.

Even as this book was being written in 2020, the world was changing. The COVID-19 pandemic came along and changed the way we learn; it changed the way we live and work; it changed the world. Hopefully, by the time you read this book, we will have learned more about the world and how to deal with future pandemics.

However, the world faces many other, even bigger, challenges – population growth, inequality, environmental pollution and global warming, to name a few. Geography helps us to understand these challenges and enables us to deal with them, too. Geography focuses on the present and looks to the future.



How do we learn in geography?

Like all subjects, there are lots of facts to remember and new skills to practise and master. Nevertheless, geography is not all about facts – far from it. It is about learning to ask important questions and finding the answers that will help us to better understand the world. It is always important to be curious in geography. That is how we really learn. In many ways, geography is less of a subject and more of a way of thinking.

In geography we often learn through case studies or real-life examples – to illustrate the theory and principles through real world events and processes. We can also apply the lessons we learn about places and phenomena to other places and predicted events, thus increasing the chance of averting negative outcomes and disasters. In that way, we become real geographers, capable of safeguarding the natural beauty and bio-diversity of our planet and changing our world for the better.



What topics will you study in geography?

For ISEB Common Entrance 13+ Geography, you will study six themes through this book. These correspond and are arranged sequentially as they appear in the new 13+ Geography specification. You have probably studied some of these topics before but you might not recognise the geographical terms. Here are the six topics, with words in brackets you are more likely to recognise, to give you an idea about what you will be studying:


	•  Chapter 1: Tectonics (earthquakes and volcanoes)

	•  Chapter 2: Meteorology (weather and climate)

	•  Chapter 3: Geomorphology (rivers and coasts)

	•  Chapter 4: Demography (population and settlement)

	•  Chapter 5: Economy (transport and industry)

	•  Chapter 6: Environment (sustainability and stewardship)



Each section is colour-coded in order to help you find the relevant pages.

Through using this book, you will also acquire a range of transferable skills that are listed in the new ISEB specification.

These intrinsic geographical skills include the following:


	•  Location knowledge skills – knowing where places are found in the world

	•  Ordnance Survey map reading skills – being familiar with OS 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 scales of mapping and being able to interpret the landscape being mapped

	•  Fieldwork skills





What is the importance of fieldwork?

One of the great things about geography is that you can learn outdoors in the real world, not just in the classroom. We call this fieldwork. Fieldwork does not have to be in a field – it can be anywhere outdoors, such as your school grounds, a town, a river or a coastline.

Fieldwork usually starts with a geographical question you want to investigate. You can then use different fieldwork activities, such as measuring, mapping or carrying out a survey, to help you answer the question. This involves the collecting of primary data rather than merely relying on secondary data, as found in books and online. It is a good way of learning because most of us remember the field trips we went on!



Notes on features in this book

Each of the following features in the book will help you to learn geography successfully.

Key words are shown in blue bold. These are the geographical words you need to learn for your exam. You will also find the words explained in the glossary at the back of the book.
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Case studies
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Case studies are real-life examples from the British Isles and other parts of the world. You don’t need to remember all the facts but they should help your understanding.
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Activities

Activities for you to do are on every double page. These are linked to the text and resources on the pages to help develop your understanding and skills. Answers (along with a scheme of work) are provided in the separate resource, Common Entrance 13+ Geography for ISEB CE and KS3 Textbook Answers.

Your challenge

These challenges are more demanding activities to develop your understanding even further. They may involve you doing some extra research, beyond the book.
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Your enquiry – the big question

This is a question at the start of each unit that you will investigate. At the end of the unit you will answer the question using what you have learned.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Test yourself

Test yourself is an opportunity to check how much you have learned in the unit. You can use it to help your revision when you prepare for the exam.
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Notes on the Common Entrance 13+ Exam (from Autumn 2023)

Section A: Location Knowledge (10–15 marks): these questions are to be answered using outline maps of the British Isles, Europe and other individual continents or maps of the world. The questions will be confined to the features and places listed in Appendix I of the specification.

Section B: Ordnance Survey Map Reading (10–15 marks): this section will comprise Ordnance Survey mapwork questions. Ordnance Survey map extracts to the scale of 1:50,000 and 1:25,000 will be used and a key to conventional symbols will be provided. The map extracts may be of any part of the United Kingdom (Great Britain and Northern Ireland).

Section C: Physical Geography (25–30 marks): this section will contain two questions, which will be based on any of the following predominantly physical topics:


	•  Tectonics (earthquakes and volcanoes)

	•  Meteorology (weather and climate)

	•  Geomorphology (rivers and coasts)



Section D: Human & Environmental Geography (25–30 marks): this section will contain two questions, which will be based on any of the following predominantly human and environmental topics:


	•  Demography (population and settlement)

	•  Economy (transport and industry)

	•  Environment (sustainability and stewardship)



For both Sections C and D, photographs, maps, diagrams, graphs and data tables may be used as stimulus material. Questions will include a mix of multiple choice, data response, short answers and extended answers.

This book was written by John Widdowson (a longstanding author, experienced teacher and fieldwork leader) and edited by Simon Lewis (Head of Geography, ISEB Geography Editor and Setting Team Leader).

This book is available as an eBook on our new online learning platform, Boost.

The publisher would like to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material.
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1 Tectonics (earthquakes and volcanoes)
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The eruption of Eyjafjallajökull in Iceland
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	•  What causes volcanic eruptions like this?

	•  Apart from Iceland, where else do you find volcanoes? Are there any in this country?

	•  Why are volcanoes a hazard for people? Do we need to be worried in the UK?

	•  Can people ever be prepared for an earthquake or volcanic eruption? If so, how?



The big question you will investigate in this unit is, ‘Why are some countries at greater risk from tectonic hazards than others?’

Later, you will use the information in this chapter about earthquakes and volcanoes to help you to answer the question.
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