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Dedication

You are worthy of love that is pure, inspiring and wholesome: the kind of love that unlocks your capacity to love yourself more deeply, especially in those testing moments when your mind vigorously swims against the tides of pain. You deserve to be loved by someone who exercises patience and understanding, offering a compassionate ear. Someone who invites you to be vulnerable with their warmth and holds tightly to the revelations of your heart. May they cherish you entirely, embracing all parts of you, including the ones you’ve been struggling to accept.

But first, you must return to where love lives – in the sanctuary of your own heart.
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Preface

I wrote this book to empower you to enrich your connections with others.

Consider this the concentrated extract of years spent delving into the mysteries of the heart. You’ll find no filler here – only concise truths crafted to awaken your highest potential for deep and fulfilling relationships.

While I’ve curated this paperback book into bite-sized portions, my previous hardback edition, Closer to Love, offers a more extensive read should you wish to dive deeper.

In this book, I feature a few real-life and some made-up examples of relationships. But I want to be clear that these scenarios apply to all genders and different couplings. Love is love, as we’re about to learn.

May the pages ahead quench your thirst for self-knowledge as we explore the journey of love and relationships together.






Introduction

For most of my childhood, life was a struggle. My single mother had to work exceptionally hard – not only to secure a home that we could call ours, but to put food on the table in that home. She worked tirelessly to make money and survive, and to take care of us, her three kids.

My mum would save up where she could, and our weekly tradition was renting a Bollywood movie from a local sari shop that had a hidden shelf stacked high with VHS tapes. The films we rented were all musicals telling romantic love stories. Actors and actresses sang their hearts out to each other in random places, with the quirkiest dance moves and deepest displays of affection (always PG, of course).

My earliest lessons on romance instructed me that love meant: 1) exaggerated gestures of desire, and 2) the protagonist’s unrelenting need to end up with his beloved . . . whom he had met only days before.

These movies were teaching me that life is one big love story – it’s the journey to find the person of your dreams. And that once you find them, everything will be OK – as long as you can both dance.


In reality, it doesn’t quite work like that. Don’t get me wrong, life is one big love story. We express love for many people and things during our time here on Earth. It’s our biggest motivator. And a relationship is a dance of sorts.

But the films only ever showcased the highlight reel of relationships. Delete and edit out all the work, hardship, misunderstandings – and bam, there’s your happily ever after. Roll credits.

And they neglected the most important thing: the inner journey we all have to go on to be triumphant in love. The journey where we defeat our insecurities, reckon with shortcomings, battle our demons and find a deep appreciation and love for ourselves.

When we skip or fast-forward this personal work, the unresolved emotional issues inside of us get projected onto relationships. Without doing the internal work first, connections become breeding grounds for drama and suffering. Internal conflicts must manifest somehow; if it isn’t through self-work, it will be at the expense of those we love most.

* * *


Growing up, we look for templates of what relationships look like. Generally, our caregivers will – for better or worse – provide us with our earliest examples. We also have the idealized templates we’re exposed to through popular culture – whether that’s Bollywood or Hollywood, art or books, the media or music. It’s these fairy tales that, more often than not, take a hold in our imagination and provide the templates we aspire to for our own love stories.

Take Millennials, like me, and more recent generations, like Gen Z. We have grown up in an era where social media dominates – and it plays a massive part in how we approach relationships. We’ve become accustomed to labelling cute selfies or staged images as ‘relationship goals’ – goals we establish through single snapshots.

So, we collect all these expectations of what love and relationships should or should not be. We crave, demand, yearn for love – our happily ever after. Because we believe that when we find ‘the one’, all of our problems in life will be solved. When we don’t find perfection or have all of our needs met, or when we encounter disappointment, we struggle. We think something is wrong with the other person, or with us, or the whole idea of love itself.

We believe that we need a better half because we are not whole.

We look for someone to complete us because we’ve decided we’re incomplete.


We carry our insecurities, conditioning, trauma, unmet needs and pain into relationships, only to be met with instances that create more of it.

And on top of all of this, a thick defensive wall has been put up around our collective world-heart, and love struggles to find a way in.

So many of us are lost when it comes to relationships, connections, familial ties and friendships. If you were to read through my Instagram DMs, you would see this as clearly as I do. Much of what I hear has to do with people trying to make their relationships work. Because we want them to work. Ghosting people, speed dating and relationship-hopping don’t serve your spirit and can make the yearning for love even greater.

The most common questions, concerns and sentiments I hear include:


	‘My relationship would be wonderful if my partner would just do x/y/z.’

	‘I’m tired of having my heart broken. How can I keep it from happening?’

	‘The ghosts from my past are haunting my new connections.’

	‘If I can change, why won’t they?’



Others who are already on a healing journey want to know:


	‘How can I love unconditionally while maintaining healthy boundaries?’

	‘I feel like my relationship lacks depth; how can I take it to the next level?’

	‘I want to understand them better, but it feels impossible.’

	‘Why do I continuously attract people who betray or abandon me?’



A lot of people feel like failures when their relationship breaks down, blaming themselves for not doing enough or not ‘being’ enough.

When love and connection are what we most desire, why is it so hard to get it right?

* * *

Here’s what I want you to hold on to. Love is a human need – a birthright. We all deserve it. It’s essential to our development and quality of life. But we have to understand that love is an internal experience. It is found and felt from within. A relationship can help you cultivate more love, but ultimately – like a mirror – it will only amplify the abundance or lack of love you carry towards yourself.

While no relationship is perfect – and neither are any of us – I believe that those who genuinely love themselves, who value their own time and energy, can recognize people who love and operate from the same level of awareness. By learning to tend to your own emotional needs, you won’t be looking to outsource them to another. This makes it easier to find someone who’s compatible with you. It lets you simply enjoy another person as they are, loving them with all of your heart – purely and deeply.


When we fulfil most of our own needs for ourselves, it creates space for relationships to become something greater. Instead of partnerships built on obligation, dependency or bargains, we can experience connections that transcend the transactional. By nurturing ourselves first, our relationships become free to reach new heights, no longer weighed down by expectations or voids seeking to be filled. Independence and wholeness attract something far more profound than co-dependence.

Love and relationships are not quite as we see them in the movies. They’re not about finding the perfect home; they’re about coming home to yourself, then choosing someone who aligns with you – and with whom you can share your life.

How we misunderstand love

Many misunderstandings accumulate around love. It gets equated with being head over heels, with sappy romance, or even with owning and controlling another person.

One of the most common misconceptions springs from using the words ‘love’ and ‘relationships’ interchangeably, like synonyms.


In our journey together we’re going to challenge that idea, as well as debunk many other myths and misunderstandings surrounding love and relationships, and try to get at the heart of the truth.

Because at its core love isn’t complex. It’s a direct experience. It can get clouded by clever words and ideas, but the knowledge of love comes from living it. We feel love throughout our entire being – in our bodies, hearts, minds and spirits.

As a concept, love is jaded, but as a direct experience, it is always fresh.

I’m a strong believer in the power of love and its ability to help us lead full, blissful lives when we are given the right tools to do so. I hope to equip you with the insight you need to experience the love that we all deserve.

As you read the pages that follow, I would like to invite you to go beyond the words. Allow yourself to hear the echoes of wisdom in your own core, and to feel the sense of truth in your own heart.

Let’s take the first step by going directly to the source of it all. We are going to investigate the true nature of love.


The right partner will not complete you. You are already whole.

The right partner will expand you. They will catalyze your growth and elevate your consciousness.






Part One

The Nature of Love






There is only one love

The love you are searching for is within you. It is you.

At first glance, love seems like a walk in the park. Stop to look a little longer, though, and you’ll see it’s not just a walk – it’s a mysterious wild hike through a jungle of emotions, a quest that has fuelled epic tales since forever.

The pursuit of love is the original blockbuster that never gets boring. And it’s a major plotline in just about everyone’s own life story.

So, how is it possible that, as a species, we can’t seem to explain what we most long for?

Love is not scientific. It’s not mathematical. It’s not exactly rational. And yet it’s so simple that even a baby knows what it is, at least on some primal level.

How do we make sense of this apparent contradiction?


Think of it this way: the ocean tastes the same whether you are in Hawaii, Cuba or Australia. Love has the same basic texture, the same basic flavour, no matter the outward expression. Outwardly it is many and varied, but inwardly it is one.

As human beings, we try to fit wondrous experiences into conceptual boxes. But love cannot be boiled down to a formula. Love is the easiest thing we’ll ever do, be, experience, give and receive.

It’s all the things blocking love that are complex and demand navigating.

Love wears different costumes in various relationships. The way you love your partner is like a Broadway production, distinct from the profound, protective love you feel for a child or the buddy-buddy camaraderie with your best friend. But the love itself is the same. There is only one love, yet this love carries a million colours – and you are a living source of them all. If we’re lucky, we get a glimpse of all of them throughout our lifetime.

We can love our favourite places, or interesting things – like keepsakes, books or old cars. We can love our jobs or careers. We can love our bodies, or the body of another human being. There’s always room in the heart to love one more thing. If we are wise, we can even love ourselves.

All of these outward forms of love are linked to people or objects. We equate the love we feel with the person, or the thing, that we love. When we ‘have’ the object, the love is there. When we lose it, love goes with it, leaving a painful void. We feel the absence of love as an ache in our heart.


Love is at the centre of our being

The ‘one love’ mentioned above starts to tie things together. Some people call it unconditional love. You might also call it big love, universal love, or, if you prefer, divine love.

Despite its fancy and somewhat woo-woo-sounding aliases, it is the one most real thing. It has no separation, and it is not linked to any object.

This is the OG love spoken about by the great teachers of humanity, and the kind of love we encounter during mystical or peak experiences, or sometimes during altered states of consciousness. We feel it in nature or in the ocean. If we are sensitive, we can see it behind the eyes of every creature we meet.

Love may have an infinite number of outward expressions, but it has one basic common feeling. There’s an analogy I find useful to help understand love in this way.

Imagine love as a ball. At the centre of the ball is one pure love, unchanging and always there. This love takes on different forms on the outside of the ball – the love between family, friends and even couples. The everyday world we experience is like the outside (the circumference) of the ball, it is forever on the move. The centre, at the core, is our source of life and love, always constant, and it’s as if one love is exploring an infinite number of ways to express itself anew. That centre is our source of life, and our source of love. It has no shape or form, but it has one taste, like the ocean. We all recognize it. We can’t find it outside of us, but we can find it within.


At its core, the one true love is unconditional and boundless. It recognizes our intrinsic connection to all living beings and to life itself.

This love is not confined to physical proximity or personal relationships, it extends to the whole of existence. It understands that we are in a relationship with everything around us. We are like ripples in a river, connected to the water that flows through us and around us. Although we may seem separate, we are one with the water.

Our personal, more limited, love is felt in our own centre, in our hearts. When we feel this love, we connect with the centre of all things for a moment, and we feel happy and satisfied. The heart of us is connected to the heart of everything. We realize we are not alone; we are all connected.

You are the love you crave

The trouble is that life plays out on the outside of that big ball. On the surface of things, everything changes, and very soon we find that we’ve lost our connection to love. We imagine that our love depends on a person or the object of our love. When it disappears, as all things eventually must, we think the love has disappeared too.


All our lives we are searching, searching for love, and we’re looking for it in the wrong place. We are searching in the world of forms, on the circumference of life, which never stays the same. It keeps slipping away. We look for it from our parents. We try to find it from our siblings or furry friends, and all the other places we have mentioned already. We hold out for that one special love. ‘When I find that one,’ we think to ourselves, ‘I will be happy and whole.’

We may find temporary, or even lifetime, reflections of love on the surface of things, but we can’t find the source there. Little do we suspect that we are carrying it with us in our very own centres.

We have to turn the search inwards to find it.

All our lives we are trying to attract love from the outside, when all along we could be shining it out from within. Many of us simply don’t know how to do that. Nobody taught us how to shine love.

There is no need to search for what isn’t missing. Love is not an Amazon package that goes MIA. We only need to return home to our hearts.


You are that love, it is your nature, deep in your centre. Your journey through life, your relationship with another human being, is a reflection of that.

The rest of this book explores how to bring the surface and the centre of the ball – our personal relationships and boundless universal love – together in harmony.


You are love, it is your nature, deep in your centre.

Your journey through life, your relationship with another human being, is a reflection of that.






Love is being, relationships are doing

Love is not all you need to be with someone. You can love anyone, but that doesn’t mean you should be in a relationship with them. Compatibility, respect, trust, reciprocity, vulnerability, intimacy, communication, understanding and honesty are needed. Effort is a must.

One reason why we’re confused about matters of the heart is our tendency to use ‘love’ and ‘relationship’ interchangeably, as if they were one and the same.

For instance, we think to ourselves: ‘I love this person, so obviously we must be together in a relationship, even if it hurts.’ Or we think to ourselves: ‘I’m not in a relationship, so my life is empty of love.’

Love exists independently of relationships. Yes, they’re linked, but the two are different things.


Love is an internal state of being. It shines from within us, regardless of what’s happening around us. It is something that arises out of us, and something that flows through us, like a flavour or a fragrance that’s part of who we are. Love is open to receive and it is willing to give. It’s a warm, accepting, welcoming flow from our essence.

Relationships are an external state of doing. They are about translating love into actions. In a healthy relationship, the state of being in love should, ideally, motivate and guide the state of doing, leading to actions that strengthen the bond and connection between partners.

The love that we ‘are’ comes alive and takes form in the relationship that we ‘do’. We can sit, doing nothing, and still be in love, but if we want a rewarding relationship, we will have to get up off the couch.

Our love has its permanent home in the centre of our being, whereas relationships play out on the surface, changing and moving.

We can’t create love – it already exists within – we can only open the inner gates or close them. However, we can create, build, sustain and nurture relationships, and work at those.

Relationships need at least two people. Love is an internal experience. So, the essence of love does not require a relationship. We can feel love for anyone, but that doesn’t mean we should be in a relationship with them. We can love someone who is no longer with us or who is separated from us by distance. Our real love doesn’t depend on body chemistry or bank balance – these are only important on the surface of life; true love reaches into our core.


When a love bond is so deep that it connects two people from the centre of their being, the link is secure. When the link exists only on the surface of things, it remains unstable.

Cultivating love together

Basing relationships solely on passionate emotions sets us up for disappointment, since those feelings fluctuate. Passion burns hot, then fizzles like an Alka-Seltzer in water. But true love? That can simmer on the back burner forever.

Don’t get me wrong, the chemistry that stems from romance is still magical, exciting and one of the best feelings in the world. Who doesn’t like belting out love songs in the shower while thinking about someone they feel deeply for? But a spark without fuel cannot sustain a flame.

Love is the spine that holds the book together, but it isn’t the full story.

Lasting relationships, romantic or otherwise, require layers of compatibility, attraction, understanding and hard work. If you’re entering a relationship to make yourself feel good, you’re going about it backwards. You should be there to care for the health of the relationship – to maintain a robust, safe and supportive space for both people. Love may always be present, but relationships need continuous effort to sustain the connection.


Love is the state of being that you experience with someone, and a relationship is the commitment you make to that person – to continue to cultivate love together. As a result, you may experience emotions such as bliss, ecstasy or fiery passion, but those will likely fade. You may also feel calmness, belonging or tranquillity. These sensations may not be as exciting, but they will last longer.

A relationship is like a garden that two people decide to nurture because they really want to. Both people dedicate their time, effort and attention to it, and as the garden thrives, so the experience of love grows.

A cultivated garden needs to be tended regularly in order for the plants to flourish. When they do, we do . . . and we experience the beauty of love around us.

Love is the internal experience that naturally occurs when two people commit to taking care of each other, as well as their relationship garden. If we choose to move on, it doesn’t mean we never experienced love, or that we will never feel love for that person again, it just means we no longer share the same garden – the one that helped us generate love. That garden exists outside of us, as a shared space, but the source of love has another home.
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