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CHAPTER 1

	GETTING STARTED WITH NEEDLE FELTING

	Needle felting is a creative craft that allows you to transform soft, loose wool fibers into beautiful three-dimensional objects using nothing more than specialized barbed needles, patience, and imagination. What initially appears to be an ordinary bundle of wool can slowly become a miniature animal, flower, ornament, doll, food item, decoration, or character.

	For many beginners, the first experience with needle felting is surprising. The materials are simple, but the results can be remarkably detailed. You might see a tiny felted fox with a carefully shaped nose, pointed ears, expressive eyes, and a fluffy tail and wonder how such a small sculpture was made.

	The secret is that the finished object was not created all at once.

	It was built gradually.

	The artist first created simple shapes, then combined those shapes, added layers of wool, compressed the fibers, corrected the proportions, and finally added the tiny details that gave the sculpture its personality.

	That is an important lesson to remember throughout this book:

	Complicated needle-felted projects are usually made from simple shapes and repeated basic techniques.

	You do not need to become an expert before you begin. You simply need to understand the fundamentals and practice them.

	This chapter will introduce you to those fundamentals.

	Understanding the Basic Idea

	Needle felting works by tangling and compressing wool fibers.

	A felting needle has tiny barbs along its shaft. When the needle enters a bundle of wool, these barbs catch fibers and pull them into the surrounding material. Repeatedly inserting and removing the needle causes the fibers to interlock more tightly.

	At the beginning, the wool is loose and fluffy.

	After repeated felting, it becomes denser.

	With continued work, you can create a firm shape.

	This process is sometimes compared to sculpting, and that comparison is useful. When working with clay, you manipulate the material with your fingers. When working with wool, the felting needle allows you to manipulate the fibers.

	Instead of adding or removing clay, you are moving and compressing fibers.

	This gives needle felting a unique character.

	You can build a form by adding wool, but you can also make selected areas smaller by repeatedly felting them.

	That means the needle can be used for both construction and sculpting.

	Why Needle Felting Is a Wonderful Craft for Beginners

	There are many reasons people become interested in needle felting.

	First, the equipment can be relatively simple.

	You do not need a large studio.

	A small table, a protective mat, some wool, and a few needles can be enough for your first projects.

	Second, projects can be completed in different amounts of time.

	A small ball may take only a short practice session, while a detailed animal could take considerably longer.

	This flexibility allows you to work according to your schedule.

	Third, the craft encourages creativity.

	A pattern may tell you how to make a rabbit, but once you understand the basic process, you can change the colors, size, facial expression, ears, clothing, or accessories.

	The pattern becomes a foundation rather than a limitation.

	Finally, needle felting is satisfying because you can physically see your work develop.

	At the beginning, the project may look like an unrecognizable pile of fibers.

	After some work, it becomes a recognizable shape.

	Then details are added.

	Eventually, you have something you created with your own hands.

	Dry Needle Felting

	This book focuses primarily on dry needle felting.

	The word "dry" distinguishes this technique from wet felting.

	Wet felting generally uses water, soap, pressure, and friction to encourage wool fibers to interlock.

	Dry needle felting does not require those materials.

	Instead, a barbed needle is repeatedly pushed into the wool.

	This makes dry needle felting especially useful for sculpting small three-dimensional objects.

	You can work on a project at a desk without needing to prepare a wet workspace.

	You can also stop at any point and return to the project later.

	Choosing Your Wool

	Wool is the main material you will work with, so understanding it is important.

	There are many varieties of wool available, and different fibers can behave differently during felting.

	Some fibers felt quickly and are excellent for creating a firm internal core.

	Other fibers are softer or smoother and can be particularly attractive for outer layers.

	When buying wool for your first projects, you do not need to purchase every variety.

	Start with several useful colors and a type of wool that is suitable for needle felting.

	As your experience grows, you can experiment with different fibers and discover which ones you prefer.

	Wool Roving

	One of the most useful forms of wool for needle felting is roving.

	Roving consists of fibers that have been gathered into a long, relatively organized bundle.

	You can pull off small amounts as you need them.

	This makes it easy to control how much material you add to a project.

	When separating wool, pull it apart gently.

	Avoid creating a tightly compressed ball before felting.

	The needle works best when it has loose fibers to tangle.

	Core Wool and Decorative Wool

	Many needle-felting projects can be thought of as having two layers.

	The first is the core.

	The second is the surface.

	The core establishes the basic size and structure of the object.

	The surface provides the final color and appearance.

	For example, imagine making a small white rabbit.

	You could build the body from a less expensive core wool and then cover it with white wool for the visible surface.

	This can save your decorative wool for the parts where it matters most.

	It also allows you to build large forms without using large quantities of expensive specialty fibers.

	Understanding Felting Needles

	Felting needles are available in different gauges.

	The exact numbering system can vary, but you can think about needles in three broad categories:

	Coarse Needles

	These are useful for quickly shaping and compacting larger amounts of wool.

	They are often helpful during the early stages of a project.

	Medium Needles

	These are useful for general shaping and are often convenient for beginners.

	They can help refine the basic structure after the initial form has been created.

	Fine Needles

	Fine needles are useful for surface finishing and small details.

	They can help smooth loose fibers and create delicate features.

	You will eventually develop a sense of which needle works best for each stage.

	Do not worry if you are unsure at first.

	Experiment carefully.

	Why Needles Break

	One of the most frustrating experiences for a beginner is breaking a felting needle.

	Fortunately, many broken needles can be avoided.

	The most important rule is:

	Do not bend the needle sideways while it is inside the wool.

	Felting needles are designed for controlled movement.

	Insert the needle and pull it back out.

	Avoid twisting it aggressively.

	Avoid forcing it through very dense material.

	If the wool becomes extremely firm, use an appropriate needle and work gradually rather than applying excessive force.

	Always remember that needles are replaceable tools.

	If one breaks, do not become discouraged.

	Creating a Safe Workspace

	Before you begin your first project, prepare your workspace.

	Place your felting mat on a stable table.

	Make sure the surface is large enough to hold your wool, needles, scissors, and project.

	Good lighting is important.

	A small lamp can be useful when working on detailed areas.

	Keep drinks and other liquids away from your crafting materials.

	Store unused needles somewhere secure.

	If children or pets are nearby, be particularly careful with loose needles.

	A clean workspace makes it easier to concentrate.

	Protecting Your Fingers

	The needle is the tool that makes the craft possible, but it is also the tool that requires the greatest caution.

	A felting needle can easily pierce skin.

	Always know where your fingers are positioned.

	When holding a small project, keep your fingers away from the area where the needle is entering.

	Beginners sometimes concentrate so heavily on the wool that they forget about their fingers.

	Develop good habits from your first project.

	If you frequently work close to your fingertips, consider using finger protectors.

	Your First Needle-Felting Exercise

	Before making a complicated project, start with a simple ball.

	This exercise may seem basic, but it teaches several important skills.

	Materials

	You need:

	
		A small amount of wool

		A felting needle

		A felting mat

		Optional finger protection



	Step 1: Prepare the Wool

	Pull off a small amount of wool.

	Do not take too much.

	Gently roll the fibers between your hands until they form a loose bundle.

	Step 2: Place It on the Mat

	Put the wool on your felting surface.

	Make sure your fingers are safely positioned.

	Step 3: Begin Felting

	Insert the needle into the wool.

	Pull it back out.

	Repeat.

	Do not try to finish one side before working on the other.

	Step 4: Rotate

	Turn the wool regularly.

	Work around the entire surface.

	Step 5: Examine the Shape

	Look at your project from different angles.

	If one side is larger, work that side.

	If the entire piece is too small, add more wool.

	Step 6: Refine

	As the ball becomes firm, use controlled movements to refine the surface.

	You have now completed your first basic needle-felting exercise.

	The Importance of Rotation

	Rotation deserves special attention because it is one of the easiest habits to forget.

	Imagine that you are creating a ball and you repeatedly felt only the top.

	The top becomes dense.

	The bottom remains loose.

	Your ball will probably become uneven.

	By rotating the piece frequently, you distribute the work.

	This also gives you an opportunity to inspect the shape from every angle.

	A good habit is to felt for a few seconds, rotate, inspect, and continue.

	Over time, this becomes automatic.

	Creating an Oval

	An oval is one of the most useful shapes in needle felting.

	Many body parts can begin as ovals.

	You can create one by starting with a loose bundle of wool and gradually shaping it while concentrating your felting movements around the areas that need to become narrower.

	Possible uses include:

	
		Animal bodies

		Heads

		Fruits

		Eggs

		Stones

		Decorative objects

		Cartoon characters



	Do not worry about making the first oval perfect.

	The purpose is to understand how your needle changes the shape.

	Creating a Teardrop

	A teardrop shape has a rounded end and a narrower end.

	This shape is extremely useful.

	It can become:

	
		A leaf

		A wing

		An ear

		A petal

		A tail

		A beak

		A paw

		A decorative piece



	Begin with a small amount of wool.

	Felt the entire piece while gradually concentrating more work toward one end.

	Continue until you have created the desired taper.

	Creating a Cylinder

	A cylinder is useful for narrow parts.

	It can become:

	
		Legs

		Arms

		Stems

		Branches

		Necks

		Handles

		Posts



	Start with a strip or bundle of wool.

	Roll it gently.

	Felt while rotating it.

	Keep checking the thickness.

	If one end becomes too thin, add a little wool.

	Creating Flat Shapes

	Not every part needs to be three-dimensional.

	Wings, leaves, petals, ears, and decorative patches may need to be relatively flat.

	To create a flat felted piece, spread a thin layer of wool on your felting mat.

	Begin felting carefully.

	Work across the surface.

	Keep turning the piece if necessary.

	If the piece begins sticking to the mat, lift it carefully and continue working.

	Flat components often require more attention because they can easily become uneven.

	Building a Sculpture From Simple Forms

	Once you can create individual shapes, you can begin combining them.

	Imagine a simple bird.

	You could create:

	Body: Oval
Head: Ball
Wings: Two flattened teardrops
Tail: Small tapered shape
Beak: Tiny cone
Eyes: Small dark details

	None of these components is particularly complicated.

	The finished bird becomes interesting because the pieces are combined correctly.

	This is one of the most important ideas in this book.

	Do not look at a complicated sculpture as one giant task.

	Break it down.

	Planning Before You Felt

	Before beginning a project, spend a few minutes studying it.

	Look at the finished design.

	Ask yourself:

	
		What is the largest piece?

		What is the smallest piece?

		Which pieces form the core?

		Which pieces are decorative?

		Which parts need to be firm?

		Which parts should remain soft?

		What colors are needed?

		How will the pieces connect?



	This simple planning process can prevent many mistakes.

	Understanding Proportion

	Proportion refers to the relationship between the sizes of different parts.

	Suppose you are making a small dog.

	If the head is enormous compared with the body, the result may look like a cartoon.

	That may be exactly what you want.

	But if you are trying to create a realistic dog, the proportions will matter more.

	Before permanently attaching

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		Project name

		Wool colors used

		Approximate amount of wool

		Needle types used

		Approximate dimensions

		Difficulties encountered

		Changes you made

		What you would do differently next time



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		Gray or brown wool for the body

		A darker color for the eyes

		Yellow or orange wool for the beak

		Felting needles

		Felting mat



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		One oval body

		One round head

		Two ears

		Four legs

		One tail

		Two eyes

		One nose



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
