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Dear F*cking Lunatic: 101 Obscenely Rude Letters to Donald Trump

Aldous J. Pennyfarthing lives in the Pacific Northwest with his beloved wife, Penelope Middleton-Smythe, and their mutt terrier, Fiddlehead Stinktrousers. He serves as the CEO and sole proprietor of Aldous J. Pennyfarthing’s Comestibles & Sundries, a going international concern that’s worth, according to the most reliable subjective estimates, in excess of TEN BILLION DOLLARS.

In contrast to Donald Trump’s shambolic bearing, appearance, and comportment, Pennyfarthing is a natty hail-fellow-well-met and a gentleman. He resorts to the fatuous japery contained in this book out of a sincere love for country.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE: If you’re inclined to tweet excerpts of this book, or its cover, to @realDonaldTrump—or send them to the White House—well, I can’t stop you.

Humbly dedicated to:

Crooked Hillary, Crazy Bernie, Pocahontas, Cryin’ Chuck Schumer, Wacky Congresswoman Wilson, Sneaky Dianne Feinstein, Dicky Durbin, Liddle’ Adam Schiff the Leakin’ Monster of No Control, Crazy Joe Biden, Lamb the Sham, Puppet Jones, Low-Energy Jeb, Little Marco, Liddle’ Bob Corker, 1 for 38 Kasich, Crazy Megyn, Leakin’ James Comey, Jeff Flake(y), Low I.Q. Crazy Mika, Psycho Joe, Little Katy Tur, Sleepy Eyes Chuck Todd, Sloppy Michael Moore, the failing New York Times, Fake News CNN, the Amazon Washington Post, Deface the Nation, Sloppy Steve, and (if I must—ugh) Lyin’ Ted Cruz

“Shut the fuck up.” — Cake

Introduction 

So here’s the genesis of this magnum motherfuckin’ opus.

In December 2017, I took an arduous, 2,000-mile trip home to the Old Country. And by “Old” Country I mean Wisconsin, where Fox News and the spastic colon that is Sean Hannity’s immutable soul have long since supplanted Sunday morning TV polka jamborees as the entertainment of choice among the geriatric set.

A native Midwesterner, I currently reside in the Pacific Northwest—an eminently livable region of the continental U.S. that’s destined to be Sodom-and-Gomorrah’d into rubble by something called the Cascadia subduction zone, which leading geophysicists assure us will one day deliver an earthquake roughly the size of Rupert Murdoch’s prostate. And I’m surprisingly okay with that because I lived in Wisconsin for over 40 years, spent nearly that many Christmases basking beside the cozy, warm hearth of my parents’ handsome colonial home, and have more than once been forced to listen to Bill O’Reilly on 99 volume.

I. Am. Prepared. For. Any. Fucking. Thing.

Christmas 2017 was pleasant, and—apparently shamed into silence by our oafish ocher overlord—none of my conservative relatives or friends attempted to defend Donald Trump.

That was a relief.

I left Sconnnie and its below-zero temps behind, only to experience flight problems, baggage delays, and the thousand-mile stare of a heretofore saintly vegan wife who’d already spent a long weekend politely declining increasingly importunate offers of Day-Glo green gelatin and glazed spiral ham.

When I got home, I was spent.

In addition to serving as sole proprietor of Aldous J. Pennyfarthing’s Comestibles & Sundries—which, according to most subjective estimates, is worth TEN BILLION DOLLARS—I’ve been contributing blog posts to the progressive/Democratic website Daily Kos for the past several months.

Many of my posts got down in the wonky weeds in an attempt to soundly refute the mildewy mesh bag full of sumo cadaver taints and shamelessness who calls himself our 45th president.

But he wasn’t listening. In fact, he never listens to anyone who doesn’t already agree with him—that’s what’s so goddamn infuriating about the guy.

On my first full day back, Trump gave one of his patented digressive (read: nutty as all fuckity-fuck) interviews to The New York Times.

And, when I got to this bit, I fucking lost my mind:

“Yeah, China. ... China’s been. ... I like very much President Xi. He treated me better than anybody’s ever been treated in the history of China. You know that.” 

And fuck me sideways with John Holmes’ fossilized dick, that was quite enough. I’d long since surpassed my recommended yearly allowance of crazy, and as if prodded by some divine imprimatur, this open letter to our “president” poured like incandescent dung from a Chernobyl reindeer’s asshole:


Dear Fucking Lunatic,


I read with interest your recent interview with The New York Times. I couldn’t get past the bit about your being the most popular visitor in the history of fucking China—a country that’s only 2,238 years old, give or take.


Do you know how fucking insane you sound, you off-brand butt plug? That’s like the geopolitical equivalent of “that stripper really likes me”—only 10,000 times crazier and less self-aware.


You are fucking exhausting. Every day is a natural experiment in determining how long 300 million people can resist coring out their own assholes with an ice auger. Every time I hear a snippet of your Queens-tinged banshee larynx farts, I want to crawl up my own ass with a Union Jack and claim my sigmoid colon for HRH Queen Elizabeth II.


We are fucking tired. As bad as we all thought your presidency would be when Putin got you elected, it’s been inestimably worse. 


You called a hostile, nuclear-armed head of state “short and fat.” How the fuck does that help?


You accused a woman—a former friend, no less—of showing up at your resort bleeding from the face and begging to get in. You, you, YOU—the guy who looks like a Christmas haggis inexplicably brought to life by Frosty’s magic hat—yes, you of all people said that.


You attempted—with evident fucking glee—to get 24 million people thrown off their health insurance.


You gave billions away to corporations and the already wealthy while simultaneously telling struggling poor people that you were doing exactly the opposite.


You endorsed a pedophile, praised brutal dictators, and defended LITERAL FUCKING NAZIS!


Ninety-nine percent of everything you say is either false, crazy, incoherent, just plain cruel, or a rancid paella of all four.


Oh, by the way, Puerto Rico is still FUBAR. You got yourself and your family billions in tax breaks for Christmas. What do they get? More paper towels?


Enough, enough, enough, enough! For the love of God and all that is holy, good, and pure, would you please, finally and forever, shut your feculent KFC-hole until you have something valuable—or even marginally civil—to say?


You are a fried dick sandwich with a side of schlongs. If chlamydia and gonorrhea had a son, you’d appoint him HHS secretary. You are a disgraceful, pustulant hot stew full of casuistry, godawful ideas, unintelligible non sequiturs, and malignant rage.


You are the perfect circus orangutan diaper from Plato’s World of Forms.


So happy new year, Mr. Pr*sident. And fuck you forever.


Oh, and Pence, you oleaginous house ferret. Fuck you, too.


Sincerely,

Everyone



The post was the most sincere take on “45” I could muster, coming straight from the black, bloodless knot of necrotic tissue I infrequently call a heart—and I thought, well, if I get bounced off Daily Kos, so be it. I was at a boiling point, and when you’re there, there’s nothing left to do but boil.

So that was Friday. The next day I checked the post and noticed it had done pretty well, having garnered a respectable number of “recommends” on DKos. Great. My bile had not been spilled in vain. Others were simpatico. I could die now—probably of radiation poisoning.

And then things built. And built. And built.

Chelsea Handler tweeted the story out to her 8.5 million followers, Judd Apatow promptly retweeted her, and the post’s Facebook shares spiraled upward.

People were pasting the story into Facebook sans the original link—and friends of mine were liking those posts, completely unaware that I was the open, raging ulcer behind the rant.

Good resistance soldiers were tweeting the post to @realDonaldTrump himself, but if he saw it at all (doubtful), it didn’t have the intended effect. In no time, Trump was baiting Kim Jong Un and crowing that his nuclear button was the biggest.

Then the post peaked, and the traffic inevitably slowed. Alas, there had been no Saul-to-Damascus moment for our pr*sident. 

Well, maybe he didn’t see the letter after all. Maybe the language just wasn’t strong enough. Maybe he can’t read all that well and his aides were reciting a bowdlerized version of the letter to him with all the f-words and vitriol stripped out.

Maybe—just maybe—the sentiment needed to be repeated ... ad nauseam. Maybe I needed to write a lot more letters, put them in an e-book, and convince lots of people (hint, hint) to buy it for the astonishingly low price of $2.99, thus propelling it to the top of the New York Times best-seller list and, more importantly, earning it a blurb in Teen Vogue, where Trump might reasonably be expected to look. But even if none of that happened, reading such a book would be at least as cathartic as shearing off one’s own perineum with a Black & Decker power sander, and far cheaper in the long run. 

And there’s an iron law in sports that you feed the ball to the guy with the hot hand. In my case, that turned out to be the righteously vulgar, pissed-off hate demon inside me. 

So I stocked up on high-octane coffee and Red Bull (aka fuck-you fuel), cued up some classic Cake on my old-timey Victrola (“I Will Survive” and “Nugget [Shut the Fuck Up]” proved especially bracing and inspirational), and set out to finish what I’d started, reassembling my scattered, largely feckless thoughts from the past year-plus into a series of correspondence to our pr*sident.

The end result was this book.

Please—enjoy my hateful ramblings.

(And sincere thanks to my redoubtable Scots manservant, Angus, for generously appending a Trump administration timeline to my intemperate screed.)

***
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In the beginning, Satan created evil and Trump’s brain—and Trump’s brain was without form, and void ...

***
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JANUARY 20, 2017

	Donald Trump and Mike Pence take the oath of office.

	Trump signs an executive order intended to weaken provisions of the Affordable Care Act, which insures millions of vulnerable Americans.

	Trump rescinds an Obama administration plan that would have cut an FHA mortgage insurance premium and saved the average homeowner $500 per year.


***
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JANUARY 21, 2017

	Millions of citizens across the U.S. participate in a march to protest the new Trump administration.

	Trump makes crazy-ass Michael Flynn his national security adviser.

	Trump sends his new press secretary, Sean Spicer, in front of the media to assert that the new pr*sident’s inauguration was the most widely watched in history, despite every indication to the contrary.


***
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FROM THE DESK OF ALDOUS J. PENNYFARTHING

To: Donald J. Trump, inveterate moron

Dear Fucking Lunatic,

I enjoyed very much the media coverage of your inaugural ball—or as it’s called in our house, your psychotic break dance.

Whereas the photos of you dancing with your wife made you look like something a drunk necromancer stitched together from the fingertips of elderly Pall Mall smokers, your official White House photographers probably have better lenses and likely made you look very presidential—and nothing at all like a constipated bridge troll trying to dry-hump Rapunzel. 

Then, today, you sent that apoplectic homunculus Sean Spicer out to the dais to lie through his teeth as part of your charm offensive toward the American people.

Jesus Niblets, what the fuck is wrong with you?

Under any circumstances, “This was the largest audience to ever witness an inauguration, period” sounds a lot like, “Our new president’s outsized insecurities stand in direct inverse proportion to his Planck-length-sized penis. Beware: He will fuck you hard, and unlike the many women in his life, you will feel it.” 

But here’s the kicker: It was a childish, grandiose lie—and anyone without his head firmly ensconced in the rapidly decaying burlap tent flap you call a rectum saw it. 

For the love of God, why can’t you just try to be a normal boy for once? 

You’ve got a long year full of shameless pandering and race-baiting ahead of you. There’s no time for this shit.

Love,

Pennyfarthing

***
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JANUARY 22, 2017

	White House senior staff members take the oath of office—and they’re in it for the long haul.

	Trump tweets that his speech to the CIA the previous day received “long standing ovations” and was a “WIN!”


***
[image: image]


FROM THE DESK OF ALDOUS J. PENNYFARTHING

To: Donald J. Trump, self-aggrandizing arsebadger

Dear Fucking Lunatic,

I began reading the transcript of your big speech to the CIA with an admittedly jaundiced eye—and yet it was so much worse than I could have imagined.

Please review the transcript yourself and let us all know precisely when you suffered the stroke. In the office pool, I have “somewhere during the segue between bragging about how youthful he feels and saying the war he claims he was opposed to—but was actually totally for—nevertheless should have included more war crimes.”


“You know, when I was young and when I was—of course, I feel young. I feel like I’m 30, 35, 39. Somebody said, are you young? I said, I think I’m young. You know, I was stopping—when we were in the final month of that campaign, four stops, five stops, seven stops. Speeches, speeches, in front of 25,000, 30,000 people, 15,000, 19,000 from stop to stop. I feel young.


“When I was young—and I think we’re all sort of young. When I was young, we were always winning things in this country. We’d win with trade. We’d win with wars. At a certain age, I remember hearing from one of my instructors, ‘The United States has never lost a war.’ And then, after that, it’s like we haven’t won anything. We don’t win anymore. The old expression, ‘to the victor belong the spoils’—you remember. I always used to say, keep the oil. I wasn’t a fan of Iraq. I didn’t want to go into Iraq. But I will tell you, when we were in, we got out wrong. And I always said, in addition to that, keep the oil. Now, I said it for economic reasons. But if you think about it, Mike, if we kept the oil you probably wouldn’t have ISIS because that’s where they made their money in the first place. So we should have kept the oil. But, okay. Maybe you’ll have another chance. But the fact is, should have kept the oil.” 



Jesus Christ, you sound like a Miss Teen USA contestant channeling Heinrich Himmler. 

Read a book, you asshole. Start with something simple, like Dr. Seuss’ You Can’t Just Keep the Fucking Oil, You Rancid Creamsicle.

Love,

Pennyfarthing

***
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JANUARY 23, 2017

	Trump withdraws the U.S. from the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

	Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington sues Trump over alleged violations of the Constitution’s emoluments clause, which forbids federal officials from taking gifts from foreign governments.

	The Trump administration removes from the State Department website former Secretary of State John Kerry’s apology for 1950s and ’60s anti-LGBTQ witch hunts, collectively known as the “Lavender Scare.”
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JANUARY 24, 2017

	Trump signs memoranda paving the way for construction of the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipelines

	The FBI interviews Michael Flynn about conversations he had with the Russian ambassador to the U.S.







***
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JANUARY 25, 2017

	Trump signs an executive order intended to slash federal funds for sanctuary cities.


***
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JANUARY 26, 2017

	Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto cancels a planned meeting with Trump after Trump tweets that it would be better to cancel it “if Mexico is unwilling to pay for the badly needed wall.”

	Trump alleges in an interview with ABC News that 3 to 5 million fraudulent votes were cast in the 2016 presidential election, and every single one went for Hillary Clinton. 


***
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FROM THE DESK OF ALDOUS J. PENNYFARTHING

To: Donald J. Trump, delusional piss tart

Dear Fucking Lunatic,

You are just a big bowl of lollipops and crazy, aren’t you?

It’s one thing that you stated—without evidence—that millions of fraudulent ballots prevented you from winning the popular vote, but this quote is literally the most insane thing I’ve ever seen or heard, and as I write I’m tripping on ayahuasca while clawing my way out of Quetzalcoatl’s luminescent psychedelic sphincter:


“Those were Hillary votes. And if you look at it they all voted for Hillary. They all voted for Hillary. They didn’t vote for me. I don’t believe I got one. Okay, these are people that voted for Hillary Clinton.”



You know, when I found out that Hillary engineered millions of illegal votes but still lost the election, I thought, “Well, it’s a good thing she’s not president, because what kind of fucking idiot buses illegal voters into states she
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	Trump has dinner with FBI Director James Comey. Comey later alleges that Trump requested his loyalty and asked him to ease up on Michael Flynn.

	Trump signs an executive order barring citizens of seven majority-Muslim countries from entering the U.S. The order does not name Saudi Arabia or any of the other countries from which the 9/11 hijackers originated. 
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	Trump signs a “Presidential Memorandum Plan to Defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.” It makes no mention of his original secret plan to defeat ISIS in 30 days.

	Trump speaks on the phone with Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. It’s later reported that Trump picked a fight with Turnbull over an Obama-era agreement to accept up to 2,000 refugees, prompting Trump to say, “I have had it. I have been making these calls all day and this is the most unpleasant call all day. Putin was a pleasant call. This is ridiculous.”
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	Trump authorizes a commando raid in Yemen that leads to the death of one American service member as well as numerous civilians, nine of whom were reportedly children. One anonymous official who spoke to NBC News later said of the attack that “almost everything went wrong.”
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	Trump signs an executive order calling on federal agencies to repeal two regulations for every new rule enacted.

	Trump fires acting Attorney General Sally Yates after she refuses to enforce his travel ban.
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	Trump nominates Neil Gorsuch to take Antonin Scalia’s Supreme Court seat, which has been vacant for almost a year.
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	Rex Tillerson is confirmed as secretary of state.

	Trump signs a proclamation making February National African American History Month. 
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	Uber’s CEO resigns from Trump’s business advisory council in response to the administration’s immigration policies.
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	Trump signs an executive order calling for a review of the Dodd-Frank Act.

	Trump signs an executive order shelving a planned regulation requiring financial advisers to put their clients’ interests ahead of their own.

	Judge James Robart blocks Trump’s executive order barring travel from seven Muslim-majority countries. 
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	Trump lashes out at Judge Robart in a tweet, calling him a “so-called judge.”
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	Betsy DeVos is confirmed as secretary of education. The Senate deadlocks at 50-50, and Vice President Mike Pence casts the deciding vote.
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	Jefferson Beauregard Sessions III is confirmed as attorney general.
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	Trump meets with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at the White House and yanks on his arm for 19 seconds.
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	While dining at Mar-a-Lago with Japan’s Shinzo Abe, Trump discusses a North Korean ballistic missile launch in full view of the resort’s guests. Presidential aides use camera-equipped cell phones to illuminate sensitive documents at Trump’s table.

	Michael Flynn resigns as national security adviser after it’s revealed that he lied to White House officials about his conversations with the Russian ambassador to the U.S.
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	Former WWE CEO Linda McMahon, wife of legendary wrestling magnate Vince McMahon, whom Trump once body-slammed and forcibly shaved on national television, is confirmed as administrator of the Small Business Administration.

	Trump signs a resolution overturning an SEC regulation that would have required energy companies to disclose foreign payments.


[image: image]



	Fast-food executive Andrew Puzder withdraws from consideration as labor secretary after spousal abuse accusations come to light.

	Trump breaks with decades of U.S. policy on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by stating he’s not necessarily committed to a two-state solution. “I’m looking at two states and one state, I like the one that both parties like,” he said. “I can live with either one.”
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	Retired Vice Admiral Robert Harward rejects Trump’s offer to become his new national security adviser.

	Trump gives a weird, rambling press conference in which he harshly criticizes the media and claims he inherited “a mess.”
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	Climate-change denier Scott Pruitt, who sued the EPA more than a dozen times as Oklahoma’s attorney general, is confirmed as head of the EPA. 

	In a tweet, Trump calls the U.S. media the “enemy of the American people.”
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	General H.R. McMaster is named Trump’s new national security adviser.

	Thousands of protesters across the U.S. participate in “Not My President’s Day” demonstrations.
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	Trump removes Obama-era protections for transgender students who prefer to use bathrooms corresponding with their gender identity.
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	Jeff Sessions rescinds an Obama-era memo that was intended to eventually end the federal government’s use of privately run prisons.

	Press Secretary Sean Spicer hints that the administration may take action against states where marijuana is legal, stating, “I do believe that you’ll see greater enforcement.”
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	Wilbur Ross is confirmed as secretary of commerce.

	Trump proposes a $54 billion increase in the defense budget, to be accompanied by cuts to the State Department and EPA.
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	Trump signs a bill revoking an Obama-era rule that would have made it more difficult for people with certain mental illnesses to purchase guns.
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	The Justice Department admits Jeff Sessions had two conversations in 2016 with Russia’s ambassador to the U.S. During his confirmation hearing, Sessions claimed he’d had no contact with the Russians.
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	Under pressure, Jeff Sessions recuses himself from any investigations into Russian meddling in the 2016 election.

	Rick Perry is confirmed as secretary of energy and Ben Carson is confirmed as secretary of HUD. Trump once said that Perry, who five years earlier proposed eliminating the Department of Energy, should have to take an IQ test before being allowed into a GOP debate. Trump also said Carson had a “pathological temper,” which he claimed was incurable ... like pedophilia.
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	Without offering any evidence, Trump accuses former President Obama of wiretapping Trump Tower prior to the election.
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	The quotation marks around “wires tapped” are unnecessary.

	It’s “tap,” not “tapp.” 

	There should be a question mark after the first sentence in the third tweet. 

	When making controversial, potentially libelous claims, it’s essential to cite the source. In your case, it would have been sufficient to run your statement by the White House counsel and then print it on official “From the Asshole of the President” letterhead.  
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	CNN reports that FBI Director James Comey is “incredulous” over Trump’s claims that President Obama wiretapped Trump Tower, while Sen. John McCain states that Trump needs to present evidence for his claim.
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	The Trump administration asks for the resignation of 46 U.S. attorneys who had been appointed by President Obama.

	Former Trump adviser Roger Stone admits he had contact with DNC hacker Guccifer 2.0. The hacker would later be outed as a Russian intelligence officer.
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	Despite explicit claims Trump made in a tweet a week earlier, Sean Spicer says, “He doesn’t really think that President Obama went up and tapped his phone personally.”
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	UN Ambassador Nikki Haley says of Trump’s Muslim ban, “It’s not a Muslim ban. I will never support a Muslim ban. I don’t think we should ever ban anyone based on their religion.”


[image: image]



	The Trump administration releases a budget blueprint that features a $54 billion increase in defense spending, a 28 percent cut in the State Department’s budget, and a 31 percent cut in the EPA’s budget.
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	German Chancellor Angela Merkel visits the White House. When Merkel suggests a handshake, Trump appears to ignore her.
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	The White House announces that Trump’s daughter Ivanka will be given her own West Wing Office.
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	House Intelligence Committee Chair Devin Nunes suggests U.S. intelligence agencies improperly used their surveillance powers to gather information on Trump and his transition team. The previous day, Nunes made a secret visit to the White House. According to The Washington Post, “We ... know that Nunes was on White House grounds (not in the White House proper) looking at classified information to, in his words, ‘confirm what I already knew’ about wiretapping.”
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	Short on votes, Republicans withdraw their Obamacare repeal-and-replace bill from the House floor. Trump claims the ACA is “imploding and soon will explode,” even though the Congressional Budget Office says it’s not.
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	Trump creates the Office of American Innovation and for some reason puts his son-in-law, Jared Kushner, in charge.

	Jeff Sessions threatens to withhold federal funds from sanctuary cities.
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	Trump signs an executive order rolling back several of President Obama’s climate-change initiatives. 
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	Trump falsely tweets that The New York Times was forced to apologize to its readers for its election coverage.
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	Michael Flynn says he’s willing to testify in the ongoing Russia probe in exchange for immunity.

	Mike Pence casts the deciding vote in the Senate on bill that would allow states to withhold federal funds from Planned Parenthood.

	Deputy Chief of Staff Katie Walsh resigns from the fine-tuned Trump administration.
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	Trump signs a resolution giving states more freedom to drug-test residents who apply for unemployment benefits.
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	Trump celebrates April Fools’ Day by tweeting bizarre fucking nonsense.
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	Jared Kushner travels to Iraq to wear a flak jacket and stand next to troops. For some reason, he returns unharmed.
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	North Korea launches a ballistic missile into the Sea of Japan.


[image: image]



	Steve Bannon is removed from the National Security Council.


[image: image]



	Trump approves a Tomahawk missile strike against a Syrian air base in response to an April 4 chemical weapons attack. Syrian jets are seen taking off from the base the next day.
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	Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch is confirmed on a 54-45 vote after Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell uses the “nuclear option” to end the possibility of a Democratic filibuster. McConnell had previously refused to even consider President Obama’s nominee, Merrick Garland (i.e., the seat was stolen).
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	Deputy National Security Adviser K.T. McFarland is asked to resign from the fine-tuned Trump administration.
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	In a meeting with chief executives, Trump says he wants to gut the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, which was put in place to prevent a repeat of the financial crisis that precipitated the Great Recession. “For the bankers in the room, they’ll be very happy because we’re really doing a major streamlining and, perhaps, elimination, and replacing it with something else,” Trump says.

	Betsy DeVos reverses a set of Obama-era protections for Americans unduly burdened by student debt.
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	Trump claims China is no longer a currency manipulator, despite promising throughout his presidential campaign to officially label them as such. China had actually stopped manipulating its currency well before Trump announced his presidential bid.
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	The Trump administration announces it will reverse an Obama-era policy that made public most of the names on the White House’s visitor logs.
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	Protesters across the U.S. gather to demand that Trump release his tax returns.
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	Numerous media outlets report that the “armada” Trump said he was sending toward the Korean Peninsula was actually in the Indian Ocean.
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	Trump hosts the Super Bowl champion New England Patriots. Several high-profile Patriots, including Tom Brady, fail to show.
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	Trump blows past his own deadline for releasing a cyber-security plan in the wake of Russia’s 2016 election meddling. Politico writes, “There is no team, there is no plan, and there is no clear answer from the White House on who would even be working on what.”

	Trump invites Ted Nugent, Sarah Palin, and Kid Rock to the White House.
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	Trump makes his first visit to Walter Reed Medical Center to award the Purple Heart to Sergeant First Class Alvaro Barrientos.
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	U.S. District Judge William Orrick blocks Trump’s plan to withhold funds from sanctuary cities.
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	Secretary of Treasury Stephen Mnuchin unveils Trump’s tax reform blueprint, which calls for drastically lower taxes on corporations and other businesses.
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	Trump becomes the first president since 1983 to give a give a speech to the NRA, claiming, “The eight-year assault on your Second Amendment freedoms has come to a crashing end.”
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	Trump extends a White House invitation to Philippines president and notorious human rights violator Rodrigo Duterte.
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	In an interview with Face the Nation, Trump claims that it “could’ve been China; could’ve been a lot of different groups” that hacked the DNC during the 2016 presidential campaign.
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	Trump and Putin talk on the phone and agree to meet face-to-face.
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	The House narrowly passes an Obamacare repeal bill, mostly along party lines. Trump celebrates Republicans’ half-finished repeal effort with a rally in the Rose Garden.
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	Mark Green, Trump’s choice for Army secretary, withdraws his nomination after past controversial comments he made—including that “transgender is a disease”—come to light.
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	Former acting AG Sally Yates tells the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Crime and Terrorism subcommittee that the Trump administration knew for at least 18 days before Michael Flynn’s forced resignation that he had lied about his conversations with the Russian ambassador.
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	Trump fires FBI Director James Comey.
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	Trump signs an executive order creating a commission to investigate the nonexistent problem of widespread in-person voter fraud. 
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	Trump admits that he fired FBI Director James Comey because of “this Russia thing.”
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	In a conspicuous case of projection, the Trump administration calls North Korea a “flagrant menace.”
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	The Washington Post reports that Trump exposed highly classified information to Russian officials during a White House meeting the previous week.
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	Trump tweets that he has an “absolute right” to share highly classified information with the Russians.


[image: image]



	Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein appoints Robert Mueller as special counsel and gives him the authority to investigate “any links and/or coordination between the Russian government and individuals associated with the campaign of President Donald Trump” as well as “any matters that arose or may arise directly from the investigation.”
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	White House Communications Director Michael Dubke resigns from the fine-tuned Trump administration.
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	The New York Times reports that Trump told Russian Ambassador to the U.S. Sergey Kislyak and Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov that fired FBI director James Comey was “a real nut job” and that his dismissal relieved “great pressure.”
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	Trump stands in front of a big glowing orb with Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.
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	While in the Middle East on his Middle East trip, Trump tells Israelis he “just came back from the Middle East.”
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	Trump’s first full budget proposal calls for major cuts to Medicaid and food stamps as well as a boost in the military budget and $1.6 billion for the border wall he promised everyone that Mexico would pay for.
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	Trump travels to the Vatican to meet with Pope Francis, whom he once attacked on Facebook.
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	Trump criticizes NATO leaders for not spending enough on defense.
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	The Washington Post reports that Jared Kushner had discussed opening up a secret backchannel between Trump’s transition team and the Kremlin.

	On their way to a group photo of NATO leaders, Trump pushes Montenegro’s Prime Minister, Dusko Markovic, out of his way before preening at the head of the queue.
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	Trump departs Europe like a guy who just farted on an elevator without realizing it.


[image: image]




















[image: image]



	Trump suggests that the Senate should eliminate the filibuster, tweeting, “The U.S. Senate should switch to 51 votes, immediately, and get Healthcare and TAX CUTS approved, fast and easy. Dems would do it, no doubt!”
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	In the middle of the night, Trump tweets, “Despite the constant negative press covfefe.”
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	Trump announces he will withdraw the U.S. from the Paris Climate Accord.
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	Trump stupidly and/or dishonestly misrepresents a statement by London Mayor Sadiq Khan, who exhorted Londoners not to be alarmed over increased police presence in the wake of a terrorist attack. Trump tweets, “At least 7 dead and 48 wounded in terror attack and Mayor of London says there is ‘no reason to be alarmed!’”
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	Trump introduces a plan to privatize the country’s air traffic control system.
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	Sean Spicer states that Trump’s tweets should be “considered official statements by the president of the United States.”
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	Trump accuses former FBI Director James Comey of lying under oath during Comey’s testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee. “No collusion, no obstruction. He’s a leaker,” Trump says.


[image: image]



	The state of Maryland and the District of Columbia sue Trump over alleged violations of the Constitution’s emoluments clause.
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	The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence questions Jeff Sessions. He calls the notion of collusion between the Russians and the Trump campaign “a detestable lie.”
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	Without explanation, the Department of Education reverses its finding that a school district in Ohio discriminated against a transgender girl. 

	Trump celebrates his 71st birthday by learning that he is personally under investigation for obstruction of justice.


[image: image]



	In another reversal of an Obama-era policy, Trump states, “I am canceling the last administration’s completely one-sided deal with Cuba.”
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	Trump states that he did not tape his conversations with James Comey, despite having hinted on Twitter in May that incriminating tapes might exist.
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	Trump eliminates funding for Life After Hate, an organization dedicated to helping people leave white supremacist groups.
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	In an interview with Fox & Friends, Trump confirms he called the House Obamacare repeal bill “mean.”
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	Short on votes, Mitch McConnell postpones a vote on the Senate’s Obamacare repeal bill.
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	Trump tweets bizarre insults at MSNBC’s Mika Brzezinski and Joe Scarborough.
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	On Twitter, Trump says Congress should think about repealing Obamacare immediately and replacing it later.
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	Trump takes to Twitter to complain that states are refusing to cooperate with his fraudulent voter fraud panel. 
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	Trump celebrates Independence Day by baiting a hostile, nuclear-armed nation on Twitter.
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	Office of Government Ethics Director Walter Shaub Jr. announces his resignation, telling NPR that “ the current situation has made it clear that the ethics program needs to be stronger than it is.”


[image: image]



	Trump meets with Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto and reiterates that Mexico will “absolutely” pay for the southern border wall. Peña Nieto reaffirms that Mexico will do no such thing.
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	The New York Times reports that Donald Trump Jr., Jared Kushner, and Paul Manafort met with a Kremlin-linked lawyer in Trump Tower in June 2016.
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	Trump claims he pressed Vladimir Putin on Russian interference in the 2016 election and says the two discussed creating a cyber-security unit.
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	Donald Trump Jr. releases a potentially incriminating email thread in which he eagerly agreed to a Trump Tower meeting with a Kremlin-linked attorney who he believed was offering dirt on Hillary Clinton. 
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	Trump meets with French President Emmanuel Macron and his wife, Brigitte.
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	Speaking with reporters on Air Force One, Trump insists that his southern border wall needs to be transparent.
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	Trump launches Made in America Week by showcasing domestically manufactured products. Trump’s own signature ties are not among them.
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	The White House confirms that Trump held a previously undisclosed meeting with Vladimir Putin during the G20 summit.
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	In an interview with The New York Times, Trump suggests health insurance costs—or should cost?—$12 a year.
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	Because he hires all the best people, Trump names Anthony Scaramucci his new White House communications director. Press Secretary Sean Spicer immediately announces his resignation.
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	Trump suggests via Twitter that Jeff Sessions should be investigating Hillary Clinton.
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	Criticism of Trump’s bizarre speech at the National Scout Jamboree the previous day continues to snowball. The Scouts’ chief executive later apologizes for the speech. 


[image: image]
















[image: image]



	Trump nominates failed Kansas governor Sam Brownback as our nation’s religious freedom ambassador. 

	Trump’s so-called Justice Department files a legal brief stating that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 should not bar discrimination based on sexual orientation.

	Trump unilaterally announces that transgender people will no longer be allowed to serve in the U.S. military.
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	Former Trump campaign adviser George Papadopoulos is arrested at Washington’s Dulles Airport.







[image: image]



	Trump names General John Kelly his new White House chief of staff.

	John McCain votes no on the “skinny repeal” of the Affordable Care Act, effectively ending the Republicans’ seven-year repeal-and-replace fever dream.
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	Anthony Scaramucci is fired from his job as White House communications director just 10 days after being appointed. The move is prompted in part by an expletive-laden interview he gave The New Yorker.
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	Trump reluctantly signs a Russian sanctions bill that passed Congress with veto-proof majorities. He says the bill is “significantly flawed” and later refuses to enact the sanctions the legislation called for.
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	Trump holds a campaign-style rally in West Virginia in which he reiterates his claim that prosecutors should be investigating Hillary Clinton instead of him.
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	Trump discusses North Korea’s nuclear program with South Korean President Moon Jae-in.
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	During a meeting with journalists in Bedminster, New Jersey, Trump threatens North Korea with “fire and fury.”
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	Trump suggests via Twitter that the U.S. nuclear arsenal is more powerful than ever before because of an order he made to renovate it. Fact-checkers point out that the tweet is false in every way a tweet can be.

	Trump and Mitch McConnell engage in what The New York Times would characterize as a “profane shouting match.” Trump reportedly complains that McConnell hasn’t done enough to shield him from the Russia investigation.

	VICE News reports that Trump receives two folders each day “filled with screenshots of positive cable news chyrons ..., admiring tweets, transcripts of fawning TV interviews, praise-filled news stories, and sometimes just pictures of Trump on TV looking powerful.”
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	Trump says he’s thankful to Vladimir Putin for ordering 755 U.S. staff members to leave diplomatic missions in Russia because “we’re trying to cut down on our payroll.”
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	Trump says that military action against Venezuela is not out of the question.
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	Following the murder of a nonviolent protester by a white supremacist in Charlottesville, Virginia, Trump condemns the “hatred, bigotry and violence on many sides.” He fails to specifically condemn the neo-Nazis behind the demonstration that led to the violence.
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	A day after condemning neo-Nazis during an apparently scripted press conference, Trump claims many of the Unite the Right protesters in Charlottesville were being treated unfairly, stating, “You also had some very fine people on both sides.” He also states, “But unlike you and unlike—excuse me—unlike you and unlike the media, before I make a statement I like to know the facts.”
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	Trump names Hope Hicks interim White House communications director.

	Citing Trump’s response to the Charlottesville attack, several members resign from the President’s American Manufacturing Council, which Trump quickly disbands.
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	Trump abandons plans for an Advisory Council on Infrastructure amid the backlash over his Charlottesville response.
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	All 17 members of the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities resign in the wake of Trump’s Charlottesville response.

	Former Trump campaign manager Steve Bannon leaves his position as White House chief strategist.
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	Seven members of the National Infrastructure Advisory Council resign, claiming Trump’s actions have “threatened the security of the homeland” and criticizing Trump for failing to denounce hate groups.

	The actual president of the United States stares straight into the sun during a solar eclipse.
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	At a rally in Phoenix, Trump defends his Charlottesville response and threatens a government shutdown over funding for the border wall he continually insisted Mexico would pay for.
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	The State Department’s science envoy, Daniel Kammen, resigns over Trump’s Charlottesville response.
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	Steve Bannon ally Sebastian Gorka is forced from his position as deputy assistant to the president.

	Trump pardons controversial former Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who had been convicted of criminal contempt of court.
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	Trump signs an executive order allowing more surplus military gear to go to local police departments.
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	As Texas suffers from a devastating hurricane, Trump gives a speech in Springfield, Missouri, calling for tax cuts.

	Trump tweets that “talking is not the answer” when it comes to North Korea’s nuclear program.
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	As part of its ongoing campaign to keep people uninsured, the Trump administration announces it will cut Obamacare’s advertising budget by 90 percent. 

	Defense Secretary James Mattis announces the Pentagon will send more troops to Afghanistan.
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	The Justice Department confirms that it has no evidence that the Obama administration wiretapped Trump Tower, as Trump alleged on Twitter in March.
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	Trump meets with Hurricane Harvey victims in Houston.
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	The Trump administration announces it will end the Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, which protects hundreds of thousands of immigrants who were illegally brought to the country as children.

	Javier Palomarez, the head of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, resigns from the President’s National Diversity Council in response to the administration’s DACA decision.
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	Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announces she will overturn Obama-era college campus sexual assault directives.

	Trump’s DOJ files a brief siding with a Colorado baker who refused to make a cake for a gay couple.
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	Trump signs a $15.25 billion disaster relief package that includes an increase in the debt ceiling.
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	Daniel Craig withdraws his bid to become FEMA’s deputy administrator following an NBC report that found he falsified government travel records while serving for the Bush administration.
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	In a speech before the UN General Assembly, Trump refers to North Korea’s Kim Jong Un as “Rocket Man” and threatens to “totally destroy” the country if it the U.S. has to defend itself.
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	The Trump administration orders EPA employees to attend “anti-leaking classes.”
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	During a rally in support of Sen. Luther Strange, Trump gives a rambling speech in which he calls NFL players who protest during the national anthem sons of bitches.
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	Trump withdraws his White House invitation to Golden State Warriors star Stephen Curry a day after Curry said he wouldn’t accept it.
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	Chuck Rosenberg, acting head of the DEA, resigns. According to The New York Times, he had become disillusioned with Trump, and was particularly upset about Trump’s statement that police shouldn’t “be too nice” when handling suspects.
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	Trump gives a speech in Indianapolis in support of his tax reform plan. Among other provisions, he calls for lowering the corporate tax rate to 20 percent and eliminating the estate tax, which a very small percentage of the wealthiest estates pay each year. He implausibly claims that his tax plan is “not good for me, believe me.”
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	The White House initiates an investigation into the use of private email accounts for official government business. Among those being investigated is White House adviser Jared Kushner.
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	Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price resigns in the wake of reports that he booked costly charter flights at government expense instead of flying commercial.
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	The Trump administration blows of a deadline for identifying Russian targets for sanctions, which were passed as part of a bipartisan bill Trump reluctantly signed on August 2. Sens. John McCain and Ben Cardin, the bill’s chief authors, later criticize the administration over its inaction.  
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	A 64-year-old Nevada man opens fire on concertgoers from the Mandalay Bay hotel in Las Vegas. It is the biggest mass shooting in U.S. history.
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	Trump visits Puerto Rico to assess the damage caused by Hurricane Maria. He meets with San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz, who has been critical of the administration’s disaster response.
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	NBC News reports that Secretary of State Rex Tillerson called Trump a “moron” during a July meeting at the Pentagon. Trump later responds by saying, “I think it’s fake news. But if he did [say] that, I guess we’ll have to compare IQ tests. And I can tell you who is going to win.”
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	Jeff Sessions rescinds an Obama-era policy that gave transgender workers protection under employment discrimination laws.
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	Vice President Pence walks out of an Indianapolis Colts game after some players kneel during the national anthem. He tweets, “While everyone is entitled to their own opinions, I don't think it’s too much to ask NFL players to respect the Flag and our National Anthem.” Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington later reports that Pence’s planned political stunt cost taxpayers more than $14,000.
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	Trump signs an executive order designed to allow Americans to buy skimpy health care plans that would otherwise be disallowed under the Affordable Care Act. It’s seen as another attempt to undermine Obamacare, and critics warn it will lead to higher premiums for people with preexisting conditions.
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	Trump speaks at the Value Voters Summit and brags about weakening the Affordable Care Act’s contraception mandate. He also touts his order dialing back enforcement of the Johnson Amendment, which regulated churches’ political activity.

	Trump announces that he will not certify the Iran nuclear deal.
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	An FEC filing reveals that the Trump campaign spent more than $1.1 million on legal fees over the previous three months, or 25 percent of all Trump campaign spending over the period.
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	Trump’s pick for drug czar, Tom Marino, withdraws from consideration after reports surface that he sponsored industry-friendly legislation that undermined efforts to stem the opioid crisis.
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	Trump feuds with Rep. Frederica Wilson after she claimed Trump callously told the grieving widow of a fallen soldier that “he knew what he signed up for.” Trump denies the account, and Wilson later tells CNN that Trump has a “brain disorder.” Trump would later contend that the account of the widow, Myeshia Johnson, was false. Both Johnson and Wilson are African-American.
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	Trump tweets that Sen. Bob Corker, “couldn’t get elected dog catcher in Tennessee, [and] is now fighting Tax Cuts ... Corker dropped out of the race in Tennesse [sic] when I refused to endorse him, and now is only negative on anything Trump. Look at his record!” Corker responds via Twitter, stating, “Same untruths from an utterly untruthful president.” 
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	Trump declares the opioid crisis a national public health emergency. “But because the president stopped short of declaring the crisis a full-on ‘national emergency,’” reports CBS New York, “money will not be taken from the public health emergency fund, which some lawmakers say falls far short.”
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	Former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort and Manafort’s business partner, Rick Gates, are indicted on conspiracy to commit money laundering, conspiracy to defraud the United States, and other charges. Later in the day, it’s revealed that former campaign adviser George Papadopoulos pleaded guilty on October 5 of lying to the FBI. Trump promptly flips out on Twitter, stating, “Sorry, but this is years ago, before Paul Manafort was part of the Trump campaign. But why aren’t Crooked Hillary & the Dems the focus????? ... Also, there is NO COLLUSION!”
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	Responding to George Papadopoulos’ guilty plea, Trump tweets, “Few people knew the young, low level volunteer named George, who has already proven to be a liar.” However, Trump once tweeted out a photo of Papadopoulos sitting four chairs away from him at a meeting, and also referred to him in a Washington Post interview as an “excellent guy.”
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	Nonscientist Sam Clovis withdraws his nomination to become the USDA’s chief scientist after he emerges as a key figure in Mueller’s Russia probe.
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	Democrat Ralph Northam easily defeats Republican Ed Gillespie in the Virginia gubernatorial election, despite Trump’s support of Gillespie. Democrats sweep to victory in races across the country in what many in the media dub “the blue wave.” Trump desperately tries to distance himself from Gillespie, tweeting, “Ed Gillespie worked hard but did not embrace me or what I stand for.”
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	Following the previous day’s electoral wipeout, Trump tweets a one-year anniversary message to his supporters: “Congratulations to all of the ‘DEPLORABLES’ and the millions of people who gave us a MASSIVE (304-227) Electoral College landslide victory!” He fails to mention that his electoral vote margin was actually the fourth smallest of any presidential election winner since 1972, and that he decisively lost the popular vote.
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	Ambassador Barbara Stephenson, president of the American Foreign Service Association, sounds the alarm over the loss of key diplomatic personnel, writing, “Where then, does the impetus come from to weaken the American Foreign Service? Where is the mandate to pull the Foreign Service team from the field and forfeit the game to our adversaries?”
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	In testimony before the House Judiciary Committee, Jeff Sessions says he now recalls a meeting in which George Papadopoulos revealed connections to Russia, but claims he did not lie under oath when he said he knew of no connections between the Trump campaign and Russians. 

	Trump says he believes Vladimir Putin when Putin says he didn’t interfere with the 2016 presidential election.
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	The Senate Judiciary Committee discovers that Jared Kushner failed to hand over evidence related to the Russia probe, including a document relating to a Russia backchannel and an email about WikiLeaks.
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	Three hundred seventy-five days after the presidential election, Trump tweets more insults at Hillary Clinton.
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	Trump insults the father of a UCLA basketball player who faced shoplifting charges in China, tweeting that the father was ungrateful and that Trump should have left his son in jail. It’s later revealed that the players’ release had already been secured by the time Trump got involved.
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	Trump ends a program that allowed 60,000 Haitians to live and work in the U.S. following the 2010 earthquake that devastated their country.

	U.S. District Judge William Orrick issues a permanent injunction blocking a Trump executive order that sought to take federal funds away from sanctuary cities. Orrick calls Trump’s order “unconstitutional on its face.”
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	Trump makes his budget director, Mick Mulvaney, head of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. While serving in Congress, Mulvaney co-sponsored a bill that would have eliminated the bureau, and once said, “I don’t like the fact that CFPB exists, I will be perfectly honest with you.”
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	During an event honoring World War II-era Navajo code talkers, Trump refers to Sen. Elizabeth Warren as “Pocahontas.”
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	For some reason, Trump puts White House counselor Kellyanne Conway in charge of the administration’s opioid crisis response.

	Trump retweets content from Britain First, a fascist hate group.
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	Trump claims reports that he plans to fire Secretary of State Rex Tillerson are “fake news”: “The media has been speculating that I fired Rex Tillerson or that he would be leaving soon,” Trump tweets. “FAKE NEWS! He’s not leaving and while we disagree on certain subjects, (I call the final shots) we work well together and America is highly respected again.” Trump would later fire Rex Tillerson via Twitter.

	Mike Flynn pleads guilty to lying to the FBI and announces that he will cooperate with the Special Counsel’s Office.
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	The Senate passes a $1.4 trillion tax reform bill whose benefits flow overwhelmingly to the richest Americans. House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi states, “The GOP tax scam is a product of haste, carelessness and cruelty. It was written on Republicans’ trickle-down delusions, not analysis or facts. It was written first and foremost for the wealthiest 1 percent, not middle-class families trying to get ahead.”
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	The Trump administration pulls out of the UN’s global compact on migration, which seeks to protect the rights of refugees and help them resettle.
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	Trump shrinks the Bears Ears National Monument by 85 percent and the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument by 50 percent.

	Trump endorses Alabama GOP Senate candidate Roy Moore.
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	Pedophiles

	Murderers

	Animal abusers

	Taliban fighters

	Frozen embryos

	Meth dealers

	Pants-shitting draft dodgers

	International high-seas pirates

	Ted Cruz
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	Several media outlets report that Robert Mueller has subpoenaed Trump’s Deutsche Bank records. The White House denies the reports.
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	Trump announces that he will recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas responds angrily, stating, “These condemned and unacceptable measures are a deliberate undermining of all efforts exerted to achieve peace.”
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	Robert Mueller’s team interviews White House Communications Director Hope Hicks.
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	Deputy National Security Adviser Dina Powell resigns from the fine-tuned Trump administration.

	Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, and the U.K. issue a joint statement condemning the Trump administration’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. “The status of Jerusalem must be determined through negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians leading to a final status agreement,” the statement reads, in part.
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	Democrat Doug Jones defeats Republican Roy Moore in deep-red Alabama’s special Senate election. Trump had given Moore a full-throated endorsement, even though several women had come forward accusing Moore of serious sexual misconduct.
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	Trump administration aide Omarosa Manigault Newman is fired. According to several reports, she was forcibly removed from the White House.

	Trump tweets revolting insults at Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand.
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	The FCC votes 3-2 along party lines to repeal Obama-era net neutrality rules.

	Kamala Harris becomes the seventh senator to call for Trump’s resignation over the multiple sexual harassment and assault allegations against him.
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	Asked if he’s planning on pardoning Mike Flynn, Trump says, “We’ll see what happens.”
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	FiveThirtyEight’s polling aggregator shows Trump’s approval rating at a new low of 36.4 percent.
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	George W. Bush

	Dick Cheney

	Herbert Hoover

	Circus peanuts

	Caddyshack II

	Sanka

	Kidney stones

	Curiously large, unaccountably jagged kidney stones

	The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire
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	Trump omits climate change from his national security strategy. 
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	The House passes its $1.5 trillion tax-reform bill, 224-201. 


[image: image]



	By a 128-9 vote, the UN General Assembly passes a resolution condemning Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

	Trump signs the GOP’s $1.5 trillion tax reform bill, then blithely skips off to Mar-a-Lago.
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	Trump claims people are saying “Merry Christmas” again because of him.
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	Trump fires all 10 members of the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS.
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	Trump gives a crazy-as-fuck interview to The New York Times. Pennyfarthing loses it and writes an open letter to the fucking lunatic.
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	Trump baits nuclear-armed Kim Jong Un, tweeting, “Will someone from his depleted and food starved regime please inform him that I too have a Nuclear Button, but it is a much bigger & more powerful one than his, and my Button works!”

	On Twitter, Trump complains that his own State Department is part of the “deep state.”
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	Trump disbands the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, which he had created to investigate the nearly nonexistent problem of in-person voter fraud.

	Excerpts from Michael Wolff’s new book, Fire and Fury, are released, giving readers a behind-the-scenes glimpse at the Trump presidency—and it ain’t good.
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	In response to the scheduled release of Fire and Fury, Trump’s lawyers send Michael Wolff a cease-and-desist letter. Wolff’s publisher moves the book’s release date up by four days.

	The Trump administration opens nearly all the U.S. coast to offshore oil drilling.

	Jeff Sessions rescinds three Obama-era memos that created a hands-off policy with respect to state marijuana laws.
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	The Trump administration overturns safety regulations put in place following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon disaster, the worst oil spill in American history.
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	Apparently in response to suggestions in Fire and Fury that he’s an unhinged moron, Trump tweets that he is a “very stable genius” and claims he won the presidency on his first try, even though he’d run before as a Reform Party candidate.


[image: image]


















[image: image]



	Trump sings the national anthem at the College Football Championship Game and appears to forget the words.

	The Trump administration announces it will cancel the residency permits of 200,000 Salvadorans who were granted temporary protected status after earthquakes hit their country in 2001.
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	Trump tweets that “Sneaky” Dianne Feinstein’s decision to release a Russia investigation transcript potentially damaging to him is a “disgrace.”

	Trump promises to look into changing U.S. libel law after he’s embarrassed by revelations in Michael Wolff’s Fire and Fury.
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	In a meeting with congressional members in the Oval Office, Trump reportedly refers to El Salvador, Haiti, and all African nations as “shithole countries.”
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	Trump cancels a planned visit to London, tweeting, “I am not a big fan of the Obama Administration having sold perhaps the best located and finest embassy in London for ‘peanuts,’ only to build a new one in an off location for 1.2 billion dollars.” The sale had actually been finalized during the George W. Bush administration.

	The Wall Street Journal reports that Trump’s lawyer Michael Cohen paid porn star Stormy Daniels $130,000 just prior to the election to prevent her from talking about an affair she allegedly had with Trump.

	Trump cites a Quinnipiac Poll that reveals a majority of Americans feel the economy is in good shape, but he leaves out some key information.
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	The Wall Street Journal reports that intelligence officials once warned Jared Kushner that his friend Wendi Deng Murdoch could be a Chinese agent.


[image: image]



	In Touch Weekly publishes an interview it conducted in 2011 with porn star Stormy Daniels in which she provides details about her alleged affair with Trump.
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	Trump celebrates the one-year anniversary of his inauguration with a government shutdown. An interview Trump conducted in 2013—in which he said government shutdowns are always the president’s fault—is widely circulated.
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	Trump claims he would be willing to speak to Robert Mueller as part of the Russia investigation. “I would love to do it, and I would like to do it as soon as possible,” he says. Roughly 30 percent of the country believes him.
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	The New York Times and Washington Post report that Trump attempted to fire Robert Mueller in June but relented when White House Counsel Donald McGahn threatened to resign over the move. When asked about the reports, Trump responds, “Fake news, folks. Fake news.”
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	Trump starts a feud with Jay-Z after the rapper criticizes Trump’s “shithole countries” remark. Trump implausibly claims that he’s the reason for America’s low black unemployment rate.
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	The S&P 500 went up 35.3 percent in Obama’s first year in office; it went up just 23.6 percent in your first year.

	With 2.055 million jobs created, 2017 was the worst year for employment growth since 2010, when Obama was still rescuing us from the gravitational pull of Planet Derp.

	According to one media report, you called your soon-to-be-disgraced national security adviser, Michael Flynn, at 3 a.m. one night to find out what a strong dollar meant for the economy. He didn’t know. Because he’s not an economist. For some reason, I have a hard time taking you seriously as some sort of financial Zen master.

	Obama was president for eight years. You’ve been president for a bit more than one year. A lot can happen. And it could get pretty ugly because ...

	You are a shit-slurping moron.
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	Former Eli Lilly executive Alex Azar is sworn in as Trump’s new Health and Human Services secretary. For some reason, Trump says, “He’s going to get those prescription drug prices way down.”

	Following harsh criticism from Trump, FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe announces his resignation. Several media outlets report that a furious Trump had confronted McCabe on the phone in June after McCabe allowed fired FBI Director James Comey to fly on an FBI plane. After McCabe said he would have authorized the flight regardless, Trump reportedly said McCabe should ask his wife—who unsuccessfully ran for a seat in the Virginia state legislature in 2015—what it feels like to be a loser. 
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	Tickets for Trump’s first State of the Union speech misspell “Union” as “Uniom.”
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	Trump falsely claims that his State of the Union speech was the highest-rated in history.

	Trump falsely claims that Sen. Orrin Hatch once said he was the greatest president in history.
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	Trump declassifies the incomplete, politically charged, and controversial Nunes memo, which alleges anti-Trump bias on the part of Trump’s own DOJ and FBI. While Republicans voted to release the memo, they refused to authorize the release of the Democrats’ response.
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	Trump claims the Nunes memo completely exonerates him and proves there was no collusion between his campaign and the Russians.
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	Trump accuses Democrats of treason for not applauding him during his State of the Union address.

	Former Congresswoman Michele Bachmann announces that she won’t run for the Senate after all.
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	Trump says he’d love to see a government shutdown if Democrats won’t agree to stricter immigration laws.
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	Several media outlets report that Trump has asked the Pentagon to plan a military parade.
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	White House Staff Secretary Rob Porter resigns after being accused of domestic abuse by two ex-wives.

	Video of Trump boarding Air Force One appears to reveal a gargantuan bald spot on the back of his head.
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	Associate Attorney General Rachel Brand resigns.

	Trump responds to domestic battery allegations against departed staff secretary Rob Porter.
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	Scott Pruitt, the amazing environment-hating EPA administrator, is roundly criticized for having wasted tens of thousands of dollars on first-class fares and rides on military aircraft.
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	Trump’s lawyer Michael Cohen admits he paid porn star Stormy Daniels $130,000. He claims it was a private transaction and that he was not reimbursed.


[image: image]



	A shooter armed with an AR-15 kills 17 people, mostly students, at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. Trump offers “prayers and condolences.”
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	Trump gives a speech on school safety following the Parkland, Florida, shooting. He discusses the “difficult issue of mental health” but doesn’t mention guns.
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	A New Yorker report alleges that Trump began an affair with Playboy Playmate Karen McDougal in 2006. The report also uncovered a system for keeping news of Trump’s alleged philandering secret.
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	A spate of bad news greets Trump over a very short window of time, including the revelation that Special Counsel Robert Mueller indicted 13 Russians for interfering in the 2016 presidential election.
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	Admiral Mike Rogers, head of the National Security Agency and U.S. Cyber Command, says Trump hasn’t done enough to prevent future attacks on our elections, like the one that helped him get elected president. “I believe that President Putin has clearly come to the conclusion there’s little price to pay here, and that therefore I can continue this activity,” Rogers says. 

	Trump continues to tweet about the February 14 Parkland, Florida, school shooting.
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	A redacted version of the Democrats’ response to the one-sided Nunes memo is released.

	On Twitter, Trump proposes arming teachers to prevent future school shootings.
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	Axios reports that Trump’s longtime personal pilot, John Dunkin, is on the short list to head the FAA.
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	While criticizing officers for failing to quickly respond during the Parkland, Florida, school shooting, Trump claims he would have run into the school unarmed to save the children.
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	Several media outlets report that HUD Secretary Ben Carson spent more than $31,000 on a dining set for his office. A former HUD official claims she was demoted after questioning the purchase, which exceeded the allowable cap for such renovations. 
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	White House Communications Director Hope Hicks resigns a day after being grilled by the U.S. House Intelligence Committee and reportedly being berated by Trump for admitting to the committee that she sometimes tells “white lies” on his behalf.
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	In another rollback of an Obama-era policy, the Trump administration decides it will allow the import of elephant trophies on a “case-by-case basis.”
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	In anticipation of tariffs he plans to impose on imports of steel and aluminum, Trump tweets, “Trade wars are good, and easy to win.”
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	During a fundraising speech at Mar-a-Lago, Trump says “it’s great” that China’s  Xi Jinping is now “president for life.”
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	The Office of Special Counsel concludes that Kellyanne Conway violated the Hatch Act during two interviews in which she endorsed Roy Moore for U.S. Senate and criticized his opponent, Doug Jones.

	White House Economic Adviser Gary Cohn resigns over Trump’s plan to impose tariffs on steel and aluminum imports.

	Porn star Stormy Daniels sues Trump, claiming that the nondisclosure agreement she signed is invalid because Trump never signed it. In the NDA, Trump is allegedly referred to as David Dennison and Daniels as Peggy Peterson. 
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	In what is widely seen as a gaffe, Sarah Huckabee Sanders acknowledges that Trump’s attorneys won an arbitration proceeding against Stormy Daniels. 
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	Trump agrees to meet with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, putting the pr*sident on equal footing with either Richard Nixon or Dennis Rodman.

	Trump officially imposes a 25 percent tariff on steel imports and a 10 percent tariff on aluminum. 
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	Trump holds a rally in support of GOP congressional candidate Rick Saccone, but mostly talks about himself. In a gerrymandered district that Trump won by around 20 percentage points, Saccone is running neck-and-neck with Democrat Conor Lamb. Trump also announces his 2020 campaign slogan, “Keep America Great”—aka, KAG. (Don’t blame me, I voted for Kodos.)
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	The White House proposes providing teachers with gun training but flip-flops on a proposal to raise the minimum age for buying certain types of firearms.
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	Trump fires Secretary of State Rex Tillerson via Twitter. He names CIA Director Mike Pompeo as Tillerson’s replacement and taps Gina Haspel, who has been accused of overseeing and attempting to cover up U.S.-sponsored torture, to head the CIA. The move comes a day after Tillerson criticized the Kremlin over the poisoning of a former Russian spy in the U.K.

	Trump fires Steve Goldstein, undersecretary of state, after he publicly contradicts the official story of Tillerson’s firing.

	John McEntee, a personal aide to Trump, is fired and escorted from the White House. According to CNN, the Department of Homeland Security had been investigating McEntee for “serious financial crimes.” McEntee is almost immediately added to Trump’s reelection campaign as a senior adviser.
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	Trump names Larry Kudlow, an unreconstructed supply-sider and TV personality who has been comically wrong about the economy for years, as his new top economic adviser, replacing Gary Cohn.
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	Facebook suspends data analytics firm Cambridge Analytica, which was co-founded by former Trump campaign manager Steve Bannon, for improperly obtaining user information without approval from the social media platform. The company worked on Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign.

	Jeff Sessions fires FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe less than two days before he was scheduled to retire with benefits. In announcing the move, Sessions cites McCabe’s lack of candor.
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	Trump goes on an error-filled Twitter tirade against Robert Mueller and his investigation. The attacks come just a day after Mueller sent Trump a list of questions he wants answers to.
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	The U.K.’s Channel 4 releases an explosive report based on an undercover investigation of Cambridge Analytica, which assisted Trump’s campaign. Cambridge Analytica CEO Andrew Nix is videotaped bragging that his company could entrap rival politicians with women and bribe offers. Nix also bragged about using disinformation during political campaigns.
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	After his national security advisers expressly warn him not to, Trump congratulates Vladimir Putin on his sham election victory.

	Former Playboy model Karen McDougal sues to have the contract she signed with AMI Media Inc., the parent company of The National Enquirer, invalidated so she can talk about her alleged affair with Trump. McDougal claims the company bought her story under false pretenses so it could protect Trump.
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	The Dow plunges 724 points on trade-war fears after Trump imposes a suite of tariffs on Chinese imports.

	H.R. McMaster resigns as national security adviser, and Trump appoints professional warmonger John Bolton as his replacement.
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	Former Playboy model Karen McDougal, who claims she had an extramarital affair with Trump, gives an interview to CNN’s Anderson Cooper. McDougal says that Trump tried to pay her after their first sexual encounter and that Trump told her “all the time” that he loved her.
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	Trump signs a $1.3 trillion spending bill but says he’s unhappy with portions of it, claiming he “will never sign another bill like this again.”


[image: image]



	The Washington, D.C., March for Our Lives against gun violence easily outdraws Trump’s inauguration. The march is one of many across the nation organized in response to the Parkland, Florida, school shooting.
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	60 Minutes broadcasts its interview with porn star Stormy Daniels. Daniels claims that a few weeks after agreeing to give an interview to a sister publication of In Touch magazine, a man threatened her in Las Vegas: “A guy walked up on me and said to me, ‘Leave Trump alone. Forget the story.’ And then he leaned around and looked at my daughter and said, ‘That’s a beautiful little girl. It’d be a shame if something happened to her mom.’ And then he was gone.”
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	The New York Times’ Maggie Haberman offers some insight into Trump’s thinking with respect to the budget bill he signed, tweeting, “Per two senior administration officials, Trump continued to rail privately about the omnibus bill, and has become convinced of things that aren’t true about it.”

	Several media outlets report that Trump wants the military to pay for his southern border wall, even though he has insisted over and over that Mexico will pay for it.
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	Trump fires Veteran Affairs Secretary David Shulkin. He nominates Ronny Jackson, who has been serving as his personal doctor, to replace him.
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	On Twitter, Trump attacks online retailer Amazon, whose CEO, Jeff Bezos, owns The Washington Post. Trump falsely tweets that Amazon uses the “Postal System as their Delivery Boy (causing tremendous loss to the U.S.).” In fact, the Postal Service maintains a profitable arrangement with Amazon. As one source told Axios, “The whole post office thing, that’s very much a perception he has. It’s been explained to him in multiple meetings that his perception is inaccurate and that the post office actually makes a ton of money from Amazon.” Several critics see Trump’s tweet as just another way for him to undermine his political enemies and the press.
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