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In one of His parables, Jesus likened the kingdom of heaven to the hidden treasure, which a certain merchant discovered and purchased. The mystery of God’s kingdom is indeed treasures of immense value hidden away in the most common places of life. These treasures are hidden in our everyday life as well as in everyday people. We pass them daily, but sadly, many pass them without recognizing them as treasures. 

Like all treasures, is the mystery of the kingdom hidden? Who then can know it? Who has the ability to decipher this mystery? Who can find this treasure? – Only a few can.

But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it (Matt 7:14).

What are the enduring characters needed to find and obtain the treasure? And when it is found, what does it take to preserve it? 

Let’s walk through this book discovering all the beautiful treasures hidden within and around us through the help of the Holy Spirit!

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS ...

. . . JUST LIKE THE HIDDEN TREASURE.
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Treasures Are Rare
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D

o you know what pearls are? They are extremely beautiful objects. They are treasures, gemstones of great worth and value. Pearls are not common commodities. Their rarity is directly linked to where they are found. They lie hidden away in the belly of oysters and a few other mollusks. And when they are discovered, they are treated as the real treasure they are. Yes, pearls are rare just like every other pure treasure. 

There are things we find everyday carelessly littered on our paths, we don’t go searching for them before finding them. Do you look for sand or grass in a park before you find them? They are so available and accessible that we sometimes forget the essence they add to life. Indeed there are things we don’t need to go through huddles before getting. But gold, certainly, isn’t on that list. Neither are uranium and diamonds. None of those precious stones lie idly around. Oil and gas exploration requires high intensive drilling before extraction is made. The rarity of natural pearls is  directly linked to how far away from us they are stashed. Yes, their treasureness is directly hidden to their scarcity. 

Jesus explained in a parable in Matthew 13:44-46, that the kingdom of heaven is like a pearl, a treasure hidden in a field. It happened that a certain man found it, overwhelmed by joy, counted himself fortunate to have discovered this rare gem, got discreet about it, hence, surreptitiously, he hid it again. This man quickly sold off all he had, and then later went and purchased the field. By purchasing the field, he became the proud owner of the rich field, the sole owner of the treasure mine! 

In this parable, Jesus implies that the kingdom of heaven is a thing of supreme importance, a treasure of a kind. Its relevance supersedes any worldly possession. The kingdom of God is a reflection of life in its fullest, a symbol of the perfect gift of God. It is life that is whole and free. It was this kingdom that Satan stole from Adam in Eden. Jesus asks us to prioritise the search for it above any other thing. He adds that finding and getting it is sine que non to obtaining every other thing. Matthew 6:3 says But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. In other words, finding the kingdom of God is as good as finding every good thing. And on the other hand, losing it means losing every good thing – What a treasure it is! 

The psalmist captures it as ...more precious .. than thousands of pieces of silver and gold (Ps 119:72 ).

Salvation is a free gift of God to man, but it cost God His son. And as for Jesus, it cost Him His blood – His life. Showing how rare it is, Jesus pleads with us to hold firm the salvation which we have obtained by faith. He encourages us to guard jealously this rare treasure lest we lose it. In the book of Revelation 3:11, He warns - I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 

Jesus’ sermons emphasize the blessedness that lies in discovering the mystery of God’s kingdom, which though is hidden from the eyes of many, yet the wise and the prudent are busy discovering and exploring its full and extravagant benefits!

Chapter 2
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Is The Kingdom Of Heaven Hidden?



[image: image]


J

esus says that the kingdom of heaven can be likened to a treasure hidden in a field. It is equivalent to something of immense value hidden away somewhere. Then the question is; is the kingdom of God really hidden? Isn’t it in the full glare of everyone and anyone? 

Jesus affirms yes! It is hidden. Jesus prayed...“O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike (Matt. 11:25). 

From the above text, it is clear that the kingdom of God is hidden, but not to everyone. It is a treasure hidden from the wise and clever only. Every other person may access it except those. Do you know why? Is it that God hates men of wisdom? That He doesn’t cherish people of understanding? Far from it! Isn’t God Himself all wise? Wasn’t Solomon applauded and rewarded hugely because he chose wisdom over wealth and political superiority? Doesn’t the scripture instruct If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you (James 1:5)? 

The mystery of the kingdom of heaven, which is a treasure, is hidden from the wise and clever because they are too sophisticated to learn. They feel they have arrived, that they have no need of God, nor need direction from the Holy Spirit, who alone knows the mind and the ways of God. The kingdom of God is far from them because their wisdom is classified earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 

But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic (James 3:14-15).

The wise and clever are described as envious, selfish, and boastful – how then can they see God and His kingdom? They are full of themselves and are wise in their own eyes, and the Bible says Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight (Isaiah 20:21).

Haven’t you met the wise and clever before? Their high-mindedness never allows them bend. They have their nose constantly in the air. Their raised shoulder doesn’t let them know their real state. The over-size image of how they view themselves frustrates their good view of others. They are disadvantaged by their intellectual ‘strength’ but rarely know it. They judge the gospel from their  myopic point of view. They operate in a misplaced status quo. God has this to say of them

You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your
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