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  For more than 70 years, the Western Australian State Emergency Service has served as a beacon of light for those in their time of need. The rich history of the State Emergency Service and the natural disasters that defined its role in the Western Australian community are captured in this book.


  This comprehensive account is a reminder of how incredibly fortunate this State is to have thousands of volunteers who are passionate about keeping their community safe. The State Emergency Service is also testament to the strength of volunteerism in Western Australia.


  In a State as vast as Western Australia, our emergency services would not function without dedicated volunteers like those in the State Emergency Service. Tens of thousands of hours are dedicated every year by a legion of proud and dedicated State Emergency Service volunteers who go above and beyond the call of duty.


  The events recounted in this book also highlight the time State Emergency Service volunteers sacrifice being away from their families, friends and workplaces in their altruistic pursuit of helping others. The State Government recognises this commitment, as well as the huge wealth of knowledge and skills within emergency services, with better recognition and support for volunteers being a key priority.


  As Emergency Services Minister, I have worked diligently to ensure the State Emergency Service is adequately funded and resourced to empower and equip local volunteers to support their communities.


  I congratulate all those involved in this book and their work to preserve the story of the State Emergency Service for generations to come.


  The Honourable Francis Logan MLA


  Minister for Emergency Services


  Foreword by the 
Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner
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  In Australia, the orange coloured uniform is synonymous with the State Emergency Service. However, the history of the service, and those in its orange overalls, is broadly unknown to many in the community. From its beginnings as the Civil Defence, the State Emergency Service has flourished into a modern, professional and dynamic service.


  This book serves as an important and thorough account of the Western Australian State Emergency Service and the critical role it has played during significant natural disasters.


  Home to the most cyclone prone area in Australia, the Western Australian coastline between Broome and Exmouth has seen its fair share of destructive weather events. Further, in the south and inland areas, floods, earthquakes and severe storms have all made their mark on different corners of the State over the past 70 years. This is in addition to the hundreds of search-and-rescue missions undertaken by the State Emergency Service each year, often in harsh and unforgiving terrain.


  Among the devastation of these incidents are stories of bravery and dedication of State Emergency Service volunteers helping their communities through tough times. There is a deep gratitude from those they assist and recent initiatives such as Wear Orange Wednesday (WOW Day) help to echo these thanks.


  The work of the State Emergency Service goes beyond its combat role in responding to incidents. Through community engagement and education, the State Emergency Service has helped build stronger communities who are more resilient when natural disasters strike.


  The State Emergency Service family is a strong one whose diverse volunteers come from every walk of life. In 2020, Western Australia is fortunate to have over 2,100 State Emergency Service volunteers, located from Kununurra in the north of the State to Esperance in the south.


  This book is testament to the commitment and enthusiasm of those volunteers and will help to preserve the history of the service as it continues to grow in the 21st Century.


  Darren Klemm AFSM


  Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner


  Introduction


  The compilation of the history of the State Emergency Service (SES) in Western Australia is intended to bring together that which is known by so many but often not written and that which was learned through research; all of which led to the formation and development of the SES in Western Australia. It covers the subsequent years, from when it was part of the Civil Defence and Emergency Service of Western Australia, part of the Police Department, its’ own entity as the WA State Emergency Service and in more recent years as a service under the general responsibility of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services.


  In the years tracing the history of the SES, many past and present SES Volunteers and Staff were able to provide pieces of information, including old Civil Defence memorabilia that was being discarded.


  By 1998 there were more than eighty State Emergency Service units established throughout the state as a follow on from the early Civil Defence groups in Western Australia. Today there are sixty-five SES units based across the state.


  The writing of this book has been made possible by the assistance of two peer reviewers, John Capes OAM and Allen Gale, as well as proof reading by Kaye Lawry and Kerry Hall.


  The publication was made possible by the support of the Minister for Emergency Services, Fran Logan MLA, and the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner, Darren Klemm AFSM.


  To all the SES Volunteers, both past and present, the community greatly appreciates your assistance and thank you for always being there.


  Chapter 1
Overview


  Western Australia is threatened with many natural disasters including cyclones, floods, tsunami, storms, earthquakes and bushfires. All of these represent a threat to life and property.


  The Australian Constitution gives responsibility for natural hazards to the State jurisdictions. However, the Commonwealth Government has provided some support and guidance through the Civil Defence and other organisations.


  At a state jurisdictional level, the responsibility has not always been clearly defined.


  Over the years the roles have moved from one organisation to another, both at a State and Commonwealth Government level.


  In Western Australia, there were many years when there was no legislation covering these natural disasters. There was uncertainty within the command structures along with a lack of legal authority for emergency management agencies to take appropriate action.


  Until 2005, Western Australia was the only state in Australia that did not have emergency management legislation covering its response to these disasters.


  The FESA Act (1998) covered the structure and responsibilities, however, still did not give any legal coverage for emergency management for the State Emergency Service Volunteers in their Hazard Management Agency (HMA) response roles for cyclones, floods, tsunami, storms and earthquakes.


  The History of the WA SES sets out the timeline from Civil Defence to SES and the subsequent fire and emergency agencies under which the SES Volunteers operated.


  It also attempts to cover some of the support roles undertaken by the SES as well as several interesting operations.


  It is well recognised by communities and all levels of government that the altruistic nature of State Emergency Service Volunteers provides significant social capital by instilling a sense of community and caring, a level of civic pride, and a sense of self-reliance and security for their own community.


  This model of volunteerism for the State Emergency Service provides the Volunteers with a great sense of achievement and community belonging, although at times they may feel undervalued when changes are made without consultation and an assumption that they will always respond to an emergency regardless of circumstances.


  Change within the SES is constant and very often led by Government or State politics. A considerable amount of time and resources are dedicated by Volunteers to keep up with these constant changes in training, command organisations and the general requirements and demands by the parent body and their communities.
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  WA SES Roundel in the state colours with the black Swan in the middle
(photo courtesy DFES)
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    Air Raid Precautions

  


  1991


  In April 1991, following an internal management review of the Western Australian State Emergency Service, a number of changes were initiated, including the creation of the Emergency Management Unit within the State Emergency Service.


  1992


  In March 1992, an internal review of the Police Department resulted in further changes to the WASES structure.


  This included the separation of the Emergency Management Unit from within the WASES. The Police Emergency Services Unit (PSEU) was formed and placed within the Police Department’s Operations Support portfolio.


  The PESU consisted of the WASES, and the Emergency Management unit.


  1995


  During 1995, the State Emergency Service was established as a separate department, which remained in place until 1997.


  1997


  In June 1997, a taskforce was established by the Western Australian Government to look at ways of improving planning and coordination across the State's emergency services.


  As a result of the Barchard Report, the State Government formed a committee to assess the emergency services in Western Australia. This committee was chaired by John Lloyd and provided regular updates to the State Emergency Service Volunteers Association.


  There were strong recommendations for legislation contained in the Barchard Report, however they did not result in legislation which was subsequently noted in the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee Report to the Legislative Assembly in 2002.


  1998


  In January 1998, following recommendations made by the committee (chaired by John Lloyd), and as an interim arrangement whilst legislation was being prepared, the Fire and Emergency Services of Western Australia was created as a department under the Public Sector Management Act.


  1999


  The legislation for the formation of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority passed through the Western Australian Parliament in late 1998.


  On 1 January 1999, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority (FESA) of Western Australia was formally established as a statutory government authority under the FESA Act (1998), replacing the Fire Brigades Board and the Bush Fires Board. The State Emergency Service had no legislation and was operating under a Cabinet Minute of 1985.


  The establishment of FESA brought together under one Board and one Chief Executive officer:


  
    	Fire and Rescue Service


    	Bush Fire Service


    	State Emergency Service

  


  In subsequent years the Volunteer Marine Rescue Service and Emergency Service Cadets were also incorporated under FESA.


  Under the FESA Act (1998), the Board was a representative Board with the Minister responsible for Emergency Services, appointing a Volunteer from the State Emergency Service as a full member of the FESA Board.


  The Fire and Emergency Services Board of Management was formed and conducted their first meeting on 4 January 1999. Barry McKinnon was the first FESA Board Chairperson.


  The newly formed State Emergency Service Consultative Committee Chair was appointed by the Minister responsible for Emergency Services, as an independent person, not an SES Volunteer. The Chair was also appointed by the Minister as a FESA Board member.


  Board Members Appointed from the State Emergency Service Volunteers


  The first Volunteer from the State Emergency Service to receive a ministerial appointment to the FESA Board was Gordon Hall, Swan State Emergency Service Unit and Vice President of the State Emergency Service Volunteers Association.


  Gordon Hall resigned later in 1999 to take up an appointment as a Director with FESA.


  John Capes OAM, from the Wanneroo State Emergency Service Unit and committee member of the State Emergency Service Volunteers Association, was appointed by the Minister to replace Gordon as the Board member.


  John served as a Board member from late 1999 until 2012.


  FESA Board SES Consultative Committee Chairpersons


  
    
      
        	
          Rod Willox
        

        	
          1999
        
      


      
        	
          Vivien Lambert
        

        	
          2001
        
      


      
        	
          Sandra Gregorini
        

        	
          2004
        
      

    
  


  FESA Board SES Representatives


  
    
      
        	
          Gordon Hall
        

        	
          1999 – July 1999
        
      


      
        	
          John Capes OAM
        

        	
          1999 – 2012
        
      

    
  


  With the creation of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services in 2012, the FESA Board was abolished.


  During 1999, FESA also restructured the State Emergency Service as a Division and made a few appointments. Some of the key positions at the time were:


  Executive Director


  Susan Rooney


  Regional Directors


  Nial Wilmot


  Keith Harraway


  Barry Jones


  Gordon Hall


  Gary Gifford


  Director Operations Support


  Jim Burnett


  District Managers


  Bernie McNamara


  Russell Hayes


  Allen Gale


  Gordon Tiddums


  Peter Cameron


  Paul Igglesden


  Lynda Elms


  Paul Shakes


  Colin Brown


  Darryl Ott


  Paul Carr


  2005


  In July 2005, FESA had a major restructure and the State Emergency Service regions in the country areas were amalgamated with the Fire Service regions into a number of multi service regions.


  State Emergency Service Units now became part of the FESA structure, reporting to managers who did not necessarily have experience with the State Emergency Service. Country Regional Directors were now responsible for Fire and State Emergency Service.


  The Metropolitan State Emergency Service Directorate became part of the new Operations Portfolio reporting to an Assistance Chief of Operations.


  The Western Australian (WA) Emergency Management Act 2005 (EM Act) was proclaimed in December 2005. In accordance with section 103 of the EM Act, a review of the EM Act was to be undertaken as soon as practicable after 5 years of operation.


  Policy Statements


  As Western Australia did not have emergency management legislation prior to the Emergency Management Act (2005), the emergency management arrangements in Western Australia had operated under a series of Policy Statements setting out the operational rules for incidents and processes.


  Policy Statement No. 1


  Emergency Management Information Dissemination System


  Policy Statement No. 2


  Standard Emergency Warning Signal


  Policy Statement No. 3


  Local Community Emergency Management Planning Policy


  Policy Statement No. 4


  Emergency Management in the Perth Metropolitan Region


  Policy Statement No. 5


  Bushfire Evacuation Decision Policy


  Policy Statement No. 6


  Change of Titles Emergency Management Committees


  Policy Statement No. 7


  Western Australian Emergency Management Arrangements


  Policy Statement No. 8


  Integration of Emergency Plans for Offshore Petroleum Operations


  Policy Statement No. 9


  Commonwealth Physical Assistance


  Policy Statement No. 10


  Procedure for Activating State Support Plans


  Policy Statement No. 11


  Development and Promulgation of Hazard Management Agency Hazard Plans


  Policy Statement No. 12


  Post Operation Reports


  Policy Statement No. 13


  Funding for Multi-Agency Emergencies


  Policy Statement No. 15


  State Level Emergency Management Exercises


  For more than ten years the WA State Emergency Service used Policy Statement No. 7 as the main document for the emergency management arrangements in Western Australia.


  2009


  In 2009, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority celebrated the 50th anniversary of one of Western Australia's greatest volunteer organisations, the State Emergency Service.


  2012


  In the second half of 2012 the Fire and Emergency Services act (FES act of 1998) passed through parliament and the new Department of Fire and Emergency Services commenced operation on 1 November 2012.


  Through this act a Commissioner for the Department of Fire and Emergency Services was appointed.


  The FESA Board was abolished as well as the SES Volunteer Consultative Committee. See Chapter 4 for the replacement of the SES VCC.


  The District Managers were now termed Natural Hazard District Officers and the SES no longer had any staff exclusive to that role.


  The State Emergency Service functions now became part of that new department.


  Today


  Today, after more than 60 years, the State Emergency Service Volunteers are the most versatile and widely used rescue and public safety organisation in Western Australia – close to 50/50 males and females from all walks of life. The State Emergency Service is part of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services, with:


  
    	61 State Emergency Service units operating across the state.


    	4 SES Support Units (Canine, Mounted, Communications Support Unit and SWORD Logistics).


    	16 Volunteer Fire and Emergency Service Units performing the State Emergency Service role along with their Fire role.


    	More than 2000 Volunteers aged from 16 to over 80.


    	District Officers (termed Natural Hazard DOs) based in the DFES regional offices.

  


  The Department of Fire and Emergency Services (State Emergency Service Volunteers as the first responders) has the Hazard Management roles for:


  
    	Floods


    	Tsunami


    	Earthquake


    	Storm


    	Cyclone

  


  The Department of Fire and Emergency Services has a combat role for:


  
    	Road Crash Rescue


    	Vertical Rescue


    	Land Search

  


  The State Emergency Service Volunteers are the first responders, in some areas, for the above combat roles.


  State Emergency Service Volunteers are easily recognised by their orange field dress overalls with the letters “State Emergency Service” or “SES” emblazoned on the back.


  Over the years a range of vehicles have been utilised which have included, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), all-terrain units (ATUs), Toyota personnel carriers, trucks, buses and purpose-built trailers.


  The State Emergency Service also maintains a number of flood rescue boats strategically located across the state. These rescue boats have a secondary role for resupply of communities during emergency situations.


  Another key role of the State Emergency Service is to raise community awareness and preparedness relating to natural disasters. A prepared community is better able to respond to and recover from a disaster. State Emergency Service Volunteers educate people to be as self-reliant as possible during emergency events caused by any of the above hazards.


  During the State Emergency Service’s sixty years of existence, the Volunteers have been a part of some of the state’s most significant natural and human disasters. During this time there have been very many notable floods, cyclones, earthquakes and storms affecting many areas and communities.


  Wear Orange Wednesday (WOW) Day


  WOW Day is an important national day of appreciation and recognition for the dedicated State Emergency Service volunteers across Australia. Members of the public are encouraged to show their support for the volunteers by wearing orange, as this is the colour worn by all SES Volunteers. Why Orange? Orange is used internationally during disasters and provides high visibility of the responders.


  On this day there are a number of media events and social gatherings held to show case and thank the volunteers for their service in support of their communities. This is a way of acknowledging the role of the SES Volunteers in WA, who regularly leave their family and work commitments behind as first responders in emergencies.


  Iconic Perth structures, such as the Perth City Council building, Matagarup Bridge and


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
      
        	
          Atherton Dennis
        

        	
          WASES Manager Planning
        
      


      
        	
          Barker Nick
        

        	
          WASES Administration Officer
        
      


      
        	
          Barrett Betty
        

        	
          WASES Support Officer
        
      


      
        	
          Beer Allan
        

        	
          WASES Assistant Director Corporate Services
        
      


      
        	
          Bell Irene
        

        	
          WASES Regional Support Officer,FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
          Benn Steve
        

        	
          WASES Administration & Finance Officer
        
      


      
        	
          Blackshaw Will
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
          Boulte Tony
        

        	
          WASES Local Area Liaison Officer
        
      


      
        	
          Breen Mike
        

        	
          FESA Manager Logistics
        
      


      
        	
           Bromell Malcolm
        

        	
          Director Civil Defence &Emergency Services
        
      


      
        	
           Brooks Margaret
        

        	
          WASES Operations Officer,FESA Operations and Planning Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Brown Colin
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Brown Naomi
        

        	
          FESA Executive Director SES
        
      


      
        	
           Burnett Jim
        

        	
          WASES Manager Operations,FESA Director Operations & Planning
        
      


      
        	
           Burns Iain

        

        	
          WASES Assistant Regional Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Butler Les
        

        	
          WASES Deputy Director
        
      


      
        	
           Cahil Jim
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Cale Connie
        

        	
          WASES Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Cameron Peter
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Cappleman Sue
        

        	
          WASES Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Carlson Tom
        

        	
          WASES Director (Police Chief Supt. ESC)
        
      


      
        	
           Carpenter Les
        

        	
          WASES Storeman
        
      


      
        	
           Carr Paul
        

        	
          WASES Regional Support Officer,FESA Chief Superintendent
        
      


      
        	
           Chitty Meegan
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Christie Kathy
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Cook Greg
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Cowie Stuart
        

        	
          WASES Administration & Finance Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Craige Sandra


          (nee Murray)
        

        	
          WASES Operations Officer,FESA Operations and Planning Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Davies Mike
        

        	
          WASES Storeman
        
      


      
        	
           DeKleer Adrian
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Down Graeme
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Driffell Reg
        

        	
          WASES Director (Police Chief Supt. ESC)
        
      


      
        	
           Dyson Russell
        

        	
          WASES Chief Executive Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Eayrs Jim
        

        	
          WASES Manager Communications
        
      


      
        	
           Edwards Ivan
        

        	
          WASES Planning Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Egan Kevin
        

        	
          WASES Regional Coordinator
        
      


      
        	
           Ellis Madeleine
        

        	
          FESA Regional Support Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Elms Lynda
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist,FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Elrick Nick
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Francescini Rosie
        

        	
          WASES Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Gale Allen
        

        	
          WASES Assistant Regional Manager,FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Gifford Gary
        

        	
          FESA Regional Director
        
      


      
        	
           Glendenning Duncan
        

        	
          WASES Regional CoordinatorWASES Manager Administration & Logistics
        
      


      
        	
           Guiffre Vince
        

        	
          FESA Manager Executive Services
        
      


      
        	
           Hall Glenn
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Hall Gordon
        

        	
          FESA Regional Director
        
      


      
        	
           Hamilton Barry
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager,FESA Executive Director EMS
        
      


      
        	
           Hamilton Bob
        

        	
          WASES Director (Police Chief Supt. ESC)
        
      


      
        	
           Hamilton Lynda
        

        	
          WASES Administration Assistant
        
      


      
        	
           Harraway Keith
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager,FESA Regional Director
        
      


      
        	
           Hayes Chris
        

        	
          WASES Manager Information Technology
        
      


      
        	
           Hayes Russell
        

        	
          WASES Assistant Regional Manager,FESA Director Country Operations
        
      


      
        	
           Hayter Les
        

        	
          FESA Manager Training
        
      


      
        	
           Hewsen Lesley
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Hill Deane
        

        	
          WASES Director - Chief Operations Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Holmes Ross
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager,FESA Manager Operations & Planning
        
      



        	
           Hudson Chris
        

        	
          FESA Operations and Training Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Hutchinson Ken
        

        	
          WASES Manager UXO, WASES Regional Coordinator
        
      


      
        	
           Igglesden Paul
        

        	
          WASES Assistant Regional Manager,FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Iles Helen
        

        	
          FESA SES Training Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Ives Rod
        

        	
          WASES Training Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Johnson Brian
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Johnson Roy
        

        	
          WASES Public Info & Training SupportOfficer
        
      


      
        	
           Jones Barry
        

        	
          FESA Regional Director
        
      


      
        	
           Jupp Carolyn
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Kemp John
        

        	
          WASES Manager Stores and Logistics
        
      


      
        	
           Kleinman Cedric
        

        	
          WASES Manager Operations
        
      


      
        	
           Lake Rod
        

        	
          WASES Manager Administration &
Finance
        
      


      
        	
           Langridge John
        

        	
          WASES Manager Training
        
      


      
        	
           Leadbetter Kevin
        

        	
          WASES Manager Training
        
      


      
        	
           Lennon Eamon
        

        	
          FESA Regional Director
        
      


      
        	
           Littlewood Sally
        

        	
          WASES Assistant Regional Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Logan Gary
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Lonnie WS
        

        	
          Director Civil Defence (inaugural)
        
      


      
        	
           Loveland Kate
        

        	
          WASES Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Major Tonya
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist,FESA Regional Support Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Manson Angela
        

        	
          WASES Administration Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Marshall Phillip
        

        	
          FESA Executive Director SES
        
      


      
        	
           McNamara Bernie
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager,FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           McNamara Heather


          (nee Galbraith)
        

        	
          FESA Education and Heritage Coordinator
        
      


      
        	
           Merrill Denise
        

        	
          WASES Administration Assistant
        
      


      
        	
           Mews Michelle
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Moir Cindy
        

        	
          WASES Personal Assistant to the Chief Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Moreth Petra
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Newman Jackie
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Newman Moya
        

        	
          FESA Community Liaison Officer
        
      


      
        	
           O'Donnell Kyron
        

        	
          WASES Regional Coordinator
        
      


      
        	
           O'Neill Kevin
        

        	
          WASES Storeman
        
      


      
        	
           Ott Daryl
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Paterson Rod
        

        	
          WASES Training Officer,FESA Operations & Training Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Perry Gail
        

        	
          WASES Administration Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Pipe Grant
        

        	
          FESA Regional Superintendent
        
      


      
        	
           Piper Mike
        

        	
          WASES Training Officer,FESA Training & Operations Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Pudney Jodie
        

        	
          WASES Public Relations Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Rayner Dennis
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Rector Ian
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Reynolds Terry
        

        	
          WASES Volunteer Support Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Robins Chris
        

        	
          WASES Communications Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Rooney Susan
        

        	
          FESA Executive Director SES
        
      


      
        	
           Rowbottom Wally
        

        	
          WASES Storeman
        
      


      
        	
           Ryan Mark
        

        	
          WASES Operations Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Shakes Paul
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Shaw Rene
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Sparks Ron
        

        	
          WASES Director (Police Chief Supt. ESC)
        
      


      
        	
           Sulc George
        

        	
          WASES Manager Operations
        
      


      
        	
           Summerton Steve
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Tagliaferri Sue
        

        	
          WASES Regional Clerk/Typist
        
      


      
        	
           Te Robert
        

        	
          WASES Assistant Regional Manager,FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Tiddums Gordon
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Tonna Tony
        

        	
          WASES Training Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Umney John
        

        	
          WASES Regional Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Undy Janet
        

        	
          Manager SES Training
        
      


      
        	
           Waddington Kevin
        

        	
          WASES Supply Officer,FESA Logistics Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Wadley Mike
        

        	
          FESA District Manager
        
      


      
        	
           Watkins Les
        

        	
          WASES Operations Officer,FESA Operations & Planning Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Weeks Jo
        

        	
          WASES Public Relations Officer
        
      


      
        	
           Wesson Maurie
        

        	
          FESA SES Training Officer
        
      


      
        	
           White Bob
        

        	
          WASES Operations Officer
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  John has a background in Electrical Engineering, and he was employed by the Commonwealth Government for 35 Years.


  Following the impact of Tropical Cyclone Tracy on Darwin, John become interested in Emergency Services. It was in 1978 that he joined the Wanneroo Voluntary Emergency Service (later to become the Wanneroo SES).


  John served in most leadership positions in the Unit and as the Local Coordinator (Local Manager) for six years which involved him in many operations at a Local, Regional and State Level.


  John was always committed to representing Volunteers within the SES and was the driving force in establishing the first Volunteers Advisory Committee and then the now SES Volunteers Association.


  John was appointed to the FESA Board in late 1999 as a member to represent the State Emergency Service. He remained in this role until the Board was abolished in September 2012.


  John served several positions within the SESVA, including inaugural President, Vice President, Treasurer and now Editor and Webmaster.


  John also has been awarded a National Medal and a DFES Service Medal for 35 years of Service.


  Mr Capes’s distinguished service with the WA SES was recognised when he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list of 2000.
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