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INTRODUCTION
How This Book Will Help   You Find Your Soul Mate
NOT LONG AGO, I STRUCK UP A CONVERSATION WITH THE MAN SEATED  next to me at a concert. He asked what I did for a living and I told him I was writing a book about love. He smiled and said, “A reason, a season, a lifetime.”
“What do you mean?” I asked.
“People enter our lives all the time,” he said. “Some pass through for a reason,  some stay for a season, and others remain for a lifetime. You just have to figure  out which person has come for what purpose.”
Then I smiled, because he’d put in a sentence the intention of this book, which  is to sort out the men you meet when you’re single: to ascertain the reason you  met, to measure the depth of your connection, and to predict how long your relationship will endure.
This book isn’t a precise, step-by-step blueprint for finding your soul mate.  You can’t read it cover to cover, follow its directions to the letter, and then set it  on the coffee table late one night and say, “Voilà! I know who zee soul mate eez!”  No. It won’t work like that.
What it can do, though, is teach you how to apply the wisdom of the cards to  your life. It can instruct you in how to grow beyond the defenses and attitudes  that have interfered with your relationships in the past and help you to open up to  kinder, more generous relationships in the future. It can teach you how to recognize the beauty in a variety of masculine personality types instead of holding on  to the one specific type that you recycle through your life, romance after romance.
THE ORACLE OF LOVE has been written to help you to differentiate between the  times you function appropriately in relationships and the times you don’t. It will  interact with your life; it will show you when you’re being selfish, miserly, and  bratty. It will also identify trust, joy, intimacy, and empathy in you. If you are a  willing student, this book will teach you to set boundaries, to be more honest,  and to maintain hope and strength while you pick your way through the dating  minefield.
What THE ORACLE won’t do is function as a Band-Aid you can tape over your  old wounds, nor will it prompt a shocking epiphany. It won’t pat you on the wrist  while you swoon with the vapors because the cards said Big Al isn’t going to call.  What it ought to do is encourage you to rely on your finer, more idealistic side. It  should help you to relax and allow your faith in a divine higher power to guide  you through the dating process.
Women always ask about their soul mate. They ask questions like:  
Have I already met mine? 
Is my soul mate my husband? 
My ex? 
Will my soul mate ever find me? 
My answer to each question is the same: We make many soul-level connections  throughout our lifetimes. Women connect with children, parents, and pets as often  as with a man. Some women marry half a dozen of their soul mates. It’s really just a  matter of staying open to the possibility of love and of believing you have the capacity to connect at a deep, deep level.
The first step down the pathway to a soul-quality connection is taken when  you abandon the idea that you will live happily ever after with the one flawless  man God has set aside only for you. There is no one, perfect, predesignated person who represents your single opportunity for a deep, lasting, spiritual connection in this lifetime. Psychology teaches us that any two people can get along if  they’re both willing to be honest, be wrong, open up, apologize, and acknowledge  their hopes and fears. It’s not a great mystery.
After you abandon the notion that a loving connection to someone right for  you is a mystical process, you’re ready to take step two. This is when you relinquish  the idea that Mr. Wonderful is a doctor, 6′2″, blond, blue eyed, drives a new BMW,  lifts weights, goes to church and/or therapy, is 100 percent completely over his ex,  and never wakes up at night so he’ll never hear you snore. No. Your soul mate is  probably a little shorter, a little more out of shape, still a tad angry at his old girlfriend, in a career crisis, and has been known to dip into his retirement account to  buy a new set of golf clubs, even though he hasn’t played in two years.
Many women find it hard to imagine that their soul mate could struggle with  the rent or the kids. They like to think that “Mr. Perfect Who Understands Me  Without My Saying a Word” would be sensitive to PMS, know how to repair  every single broken thing in the house, and never admire another woman’s figure.
Women have a tendency to get high on the idea that Prince Charming will  “come along, and he’ll be big and strong,” to quote Billie Holiday. The mythology  of our culture teaches us from the cradle that Cinderella will marry the prince.  We’re taught that Snow White will be awakened from a near-death experience by   the chaste kiss of true love. We know that the Little Mermaid will be transformed  into a whole, normal person as soon as she tricks Prince Eric into kissing her. No  wonder we jump through hoops to make men notice us and buy into the notion  that a loving connection to a nice person is something to be earned and a mystical process.
The truth is that a girl has to be honest and take responsibility for her own  choices and mistakes. Finding your soul mate is about understanding the unique  character of each individual who crosses your path and about selecting the best  possible candidate to fill the position as your life partner.
In most cases, your soul mate isn’t the person you think he is. If he’s not sitting next to you on the couch, zoned out on potato chips and channel surfing in  his underwear, while you thumb through this book, then you may have idealized  him as gorgeous, affluent, sensitive, generous, and hell on wheels between the  sheets. You may even be convinced he was your old boyfriend who still calls once  in a while. Maybe sometimes you allow yourself to think, “Oh you foolish girl. You  let him get away. Now you’ll never establish a transcendent connection with a  man.” You’ll be stuck on the couch with this guy here, night after night, until you  choke to death on boredom.
It’s my job to point out that your prince is sitting there. He’s there night after  night, year after year. He brings home his check every week, grunts politely when  your mother comes over, and keeps both cars running. It’s my responsibility to  remind you that at one time, you believed he was the best catch in town, that he  would be strong and stable for you, and that he would never run around like your  ex did. You once felt a deep passion for the man. I’m here to help you realize that  tenderness and romance still exist in him, and if you were to change the way you  interact with him, you could unleash his passionate side once again.
The search for a soul mate is a different experience at different stages of life.
Teen girls wonder what the boys in their class think of them. They wonder if  they’ll get married, have children, or live in a big house. They like to speculate  about when the great love of their life will enter the picture. They know this age  isn’t the time to worry about marriage and a family, but they’re curious. They want  to know how their life will turn out.
The young woman just getting out of school naturally assumes she’ll marry a  bright young law school graduate and have children shortly after their wedding,  just like her sisters did. She knows she’s on the brink of a new, exciting phase of life  so she has no real doubts about her future. She just wonders who, how, and when.
The thirty-year-old divorced mother of two toddlers isn’t thinking that way.  She lost at love. The happy future didn’t work out for her. Her main concern is   that she make a better match next time. This gal is looking for another chance  with a better prospect.
Some women find themselves newly single at forty. These women can doubt  their ability to select the right kind of man. They frequently carry the baggage of  bitterness and disappointment. Midlife women can be guarded and self-protective. But other women at forty can hardly wait to sink their teeth into the  next new guy they meet. Their children are grown and now that they’re single  again, they find themselves free to play and flirt for the first time in decades.  These gals hit the pavement running, as if they just got out of prison.
The older woman who finds herself single may be a widow. Of course she  misses her husband and their old life together, but a widow has to accept that her  husband isn’t coming back. The senior woman may feel ready to share a polite  dinner with a lovely man or to see a movie and make a new friend.
Whatever your circumstances are, I will address them in this book because  love unfolds at every stage of life—if you let it.
I ask every new client who comes to me if she knows what the purpose of dating is. In response, they mostly sit and stare at me without blinking. Then I say,  “I’ll tell you what it isn’t! It’s not to make him really, really, really like you! The  purpose is to decipher if he’s a good, honest, sincere, hardworking guy. It’s to  determine if he’s someone you can respect.” Dating isn’t supposed to be about sex  or about carving more notches on the strap of your Louis Vuitton handbag to  mark how many millionaires you went out with. It’s supposed to be a safe, structured opportunity to ascertain a man’s character, personality, and values.
My intention in writing this book is to help each female reader find a male best  friend who will make her laugh; one who likes kids, feels comfortable stretched  out on her couch, and knows how to kiss the back of her neck in such a way as  to make goose bumps dance across her shoulders.
The second intention of this book is to help women in established relationships to strengthen their connection. The book will remind them of the passion  they felt in the beginning of their courtship, which will help them endure a period  of separation, financial difficulty, or poor health.
If your goal is to get high, and stay high, on a cineplex-quality Grand  Romance with flashy cars and trips to Paris, my book won’t help you. But, if you’re  willing to take responsibility for your choices, it can hook you up with a good  human being who shares your values and enjoys your company.
These pages will teach you how to be a better romantic prospect for a better  grade of man, which means they will teach you how to conduct your half of a  romance with less bitterness, manipulation, need for control, or superficial gestures of love. The cards will help you read the character of the new men you meet.  They’ll show you where you went wrong in the past, what you can do to change  your present situation, and what will happen in the future as a result of the actions  you take today. The cards will remind you that the Universe has a plan for you,  and that it’s an arrogant act of vanity to interfere with this plan just because  you’ve lost faith in the process.
Contained in each of our psyches is an entire deck of playing cards. We’re all  born with the same fifty-three philosophical principles coded into our DNA.  Those principles are played out in every life. All experience will come to all of us  and none of us will escape any of the lessons depicted by the cards. No matter how  hard we try to avoid it, we’re all going to visit the Stations of the Cross marked  Death and Isolation as well as True Love and Contentment.
You don’t have to be raised by five generations of Indian mystics to be a successful intuitive reader. All you need is a good working knowledge of the cards, a  little experience, and faith in your own instincts.
Through the practice of using this book, you will bear witness to all sides of  the fabric of life. You will see love lost and won. You will see chaos and confusion,  order and clarity. Your friends and lovers will break your heart and heal you. Your  faith in humanity will be both challenged and confirmed.
In working with the playing cards, you will learn fifty-three wildly varying  principles of life as set out centuries ago by the ancient Gypsy culture of Europe.  These principles will bring hope and comfort to your life while they enrich your  spirit. They can help you grow into the kind of woman who has the relationship  skills to form a permanent, soul-level connection with a wonderful man.
How to Use the Book
Begin by holding a question in your mind. Shuffle the cards while you think about  your question. Then lay the cards into a pattern.
Most patterns, or spreads, will describe your current situation, comment on  the events in the recent past that brought you to ask the question, and reveal the  most probable resolution to your dilemma.
HOW TO READ THE ORACLE
First, follow the instructions to mark your cards.
Next, form a question. Try to be as specific as possible. Vague  questions like “What does my future hold?” aren’t very productive.  “Will I get married to Harry next year?” is better. 
Select a spread and follow the directions. 
HERE ARE SOME TIPS  
If a card falls Reversed, read the opening paragraphs about the  card and skip to the Reversed section. The Upright section won’t  apply to your situation. If the Reversed section horrifies you, read  the Upright part to see if turning the card around would make you  happy. If it would, then ask, “How can I Upright this card?” and  pull a card for advice.  
The meaning of a card varies depending upon where the card sits  in a spread. Let’s use the Ace of Hearts, the card of permanent  emotional connections, as an example.
If the Ace describes the past, it says you were living with  your family or were happily married.
If it describes the future, it says you want to move in with  your family or get married.
If it describes a person, it says he’s looking for a marital  partner, is married at this time, or will turn out to be your  ultimate life partner.
When the Ace of Hearts is pulled in response to a Yes or  No  question, the answer is yes, regardless of the direction of the  card because the Ace is an extremely positive card, Upright  or Reversed.

CHAPTER ONE
About the Cards
The History
The precise history of the playing cards is uncertain. Theories about their origin  are as varied as books on fortune-telling. Some authors claim they came from  China and evolved from Dominos. Many believe they originated in Egypt, while  others allege they came from India. One theory says the playing deck was born of  the Tarot deck while another says they emerged separately for gaming purposes.
Every writer on this subject ends up filing a similar disclaimer that goes  something like this:
“To the best of my knowledge, and based on my research, the following  appears to be the most likely history of the playing cards.”
What follows here is my opinion, based on my own research.
My investigation shows the Gypsies brought the Tarot to Europe from Egypt  centuries ago. (The word “Gypsy” is a corruption of the word “Egyptian.”) The  history of numbers teaches us that the Egyptians adopted mathematics from the  Sumerians. The Egyptians were so impressed with mathematics that they turned  it into a minor religion and a tool for divination to create the science of numerology. They also tracked the stars in the heavens to create the science of astrology,  which was the forerunner of modern astronomy. Egyptian numerology and  astrology combined to create the Tarot.
Here’s how:  
The number of each playing card corresponds to that number’s  traditional numerological message.
One astrological element (Earth, Air, Fire, or Water) governs each  of the four suits of the Tarot.
The message in each number is colored to reflect the interests of  the suit.
The combination forms the meaning of each card.
The Egyptians assigned the science of card divination to Thoth, the  god of inner knowledge, or intuition. Religious Egyptians believed inner  knowledge was the only true knowledge and that Thoth was the custodian of all mystical secrets.
The tradition of the Tarot spread to the Middle East through trade  between the Egyptians and the Sumerians, who were a part of the vast  Ottoman Empire. Around 1200 A.D., the Crusaders adopted the cards in  the Middle East and carried them to the capitals of the European continent. As the Crusaders wound their way through the major cities of  Europe, Gypsy fortune-tellers astounded and amused the reigning monarchs. Eventually, every ruler adopted a Tarot card reader as a part of his  staff. Foretelling the future became popular among the aristocracy and  clergy, and courtesans used the Minor Arcana of the Tarot to invent  games of chance. But, as gambling got out of hand and Gypsy fortune-tellers rose to positions of influence, the cards underwent periods of disfavor.
For centuries, the Tarot cards alternated between acclaim and passionate prohibition by the heads of church or state. Card divination has  enjoyed a long roller-coaster ride of acceptance and rejection since it first  arrived in Europe.
I believe that during a period when gaming was legal but divination  was not, the Major Arcana of the Tarot was dropped to create the playing card deck. A trimmed-down deck would have made it possible for the  Gypsies to be in possession of the cards without the threat of persecution  for telling fortunes. The structures of the Tarot deck and the playing  card deck are so similar that they surely must have evolved from one  another. Here’s what I mean:
A Tarot deck has 78 cards:
22 picture cards called the Major Arcana   (the Greater Secrets)
40 numbered cards called the Minor Arcana   (the Lesser Secrets)
16 Court cards decorated with portraits
The playing deck has 53 cards:
One of the Major Arcana cards—the first, known in the  Tarot as “the Fool” and in the playing deck as “the Joker”
40 numbered cards
12 Court cards decorated with portraits
The 22 Major Arcana cards of the Tarot describe 22 different philosophical principles. The meanings of the Major Arcana string together  to describe a journey through life that begins in birth and travels  through marriage, children, prosperity, power, and death, and ends with  wisdom and maturity. The forty numbered cards, called the Minor  Arcana, describe ideas and functions. They don’t depict fated, unavoidable events. Instead, they foretell smaller matters. They describe problems and opinions or moods and preferences. The sixteen Court cards  illustrate individuals at various stages of life.
The playing deck articulates the same philosophical journey as the  Tarot. The twelve Court cards describe individuals at the same stages of  life as the Court cards of the Tarot, except by trimming the Court cards  from sixteen to twelve the playing deck has edited out one of the intermediate stages.
Both the Tarot and the playing deck divide the numbered cards and  the Court cards into the same four groups, called “suits.” Although the  suits of both decks govern the same aspects of life, they have different  names.  
The Hearts of the playing deck correspond to the    Cups of the Tarot. 
The Clubs of the playing deck correspond to the    Wands of the Tarot. 
The Diamonds of the playing deck correspond to the   Pentacles of the Tarot. 
The Spades of the playing deck correspond to the    Swords of the Tarot. 
Disputes exist over the exact significance of each playing card, but there  has been a remarkable consistency in the meanings of the Tarot cards  over the centuries. The earliest illustrations of Tarot cards depict images  of the Hanged Man and Wheel of Fortune that are consistent with the  images used today. But, the playing cards are not so fortunate.
Some scholars believe the playing deck and the Minor Arcana of the  Tarot have the same meaning. Those practitioners use the traditional  Tarot card interpretations for the Minor Arcana to define the playing  cards. I believe the playing deck retains the Major Arcana and therefore  has deeper, broader meanings than can be found in the Minor Arcana.  However, the messages of the Major Arcana seem to arrive in the playing cards in a haphazard manner, which is probably a result of being   passed down from one generation to the next in an oral tradition. I find  that half, or the Upright version, of a philosophical point will show up in  one card while the other half, the Reversed version, will appear in  another. I also believe the piecemeal distribution of the philosophical  points of the Major Arcana is at the root of disputes over the interpretations of the playing deck.
Regardless of which rendition of playing card history you choose to  believe, one thing is certain: the ancient interpretations remain fresh  today because humanity continues to wrestle with the spiritual and philosophical issues that challenged it centuries ago on the banks of the Nile.

The Suits
Two ancient disciplines are the basis for playing card interpretations:  Numerology, which explains the meaning of the number on the card   Astrology, which explains the meaning of the suit
Every card in the deck is broken down into two parts, a number or person (the Court cards) and a suit. The deck is divided into four suits or  categories, each of which contains ten numbered cards and three Court  cards. The message of the number or person shifts to reflect the interest  of the suit.
For example, Fours are cards of constructive, physical effort. When  the emotional suit of Hearts influences the Four, it becomes the card of  caretaking and describes our efforts to nurture. But, when the practical,  material suit of Diamonds influences the Four, it becomes the card of  physical labor and describes our efforts to make money.
The following chart shows the correspondence between the suits and  their astrological counterparts.
[image: image]
Each suit governs a different aspect of life as follows:
HEARTS: Heart cards address our feelings and the emotional connections we make throughout our lifetimes. They represent intimacy,   romance, permanence, pain, joy, love, and lust. The King, Queen, and Jack  of Hearts describe our family members, spouses, lovers, and children.  They include the zodiac signs Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces, and correspond to the element of Water.
DIAMONDS: These are the cards of the material and physical. They seek  stability and describe our efforts. The Diamonds portray our health,  money, labor, and our basic need for food, shelter, and clothing. The King,  Queen, and Jack of Diamonds represent employers, students, professionals, and entrepreneurs. They include the zodiac signs Taurus, Virgo, and  Capricorn, and correspond to the element of Earth.
CLUBS: The Clubs are the cards of our culture. They oversee our intuition, our spirituality, our ethics, and our sensuality. Clubs describe the  way we navigate our society. The King, Queen, and Jack of Clubs represent our peers, friends, movie stars, and what we call “the Beautiful People.” They include the zodiac signs Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius, and  correspond to the element of Fire.
SPADES: The cards of the mind define our problems and solutions. They  govern our outlook and attitude. Spades urge discriminating thought and  depict our daily struggle with anxiety, patience, boundaries, and power.  The King, Queen, and Jack of Spades represent doctors, therapists, writers, scientists, and government officials. They include the zodiac signs  Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius, and correspond to the element of Air.

The Numbers
The numbered cards in the deck describe a journey through life that  begins at birth with the Joker and reaches maturity in the Nines. The  Tens represent the completion of the journey and the beginning of a new  cycle.
Each number in the deck incorporates the lesson or message of all  the numbers that came before it, and expands on that information to create a new principle. For example, every Three contains the knowledge  and experience of the Joker, Ace, and Two. In this fluid blending of one  lesson into the next, we see the meanings of the numbers grow and  deepen as they progress.
The numbers on the cards correspond to the numbers of numerology. Numerology as a science was adopted from the Egyptians by   Pythagoras around 600 B.C. Pythagoras wrote, “Evolution is the law of  life.” He believed everything in the Universe was subject to predictable,  progressive cycles. His means of measuring those cycles were the numbers one through nine.
Pythagoras taught that numbers have a significance apart from the  values denoted by figures. Numbers represent qualities; figures represent  quantities. Numbers operate on the spiritual plane, while figures are   for measuring things on the material plane. He taught that with a  comprehensive knowledge of the meaning of numbers, one could understand the orderly progression of all life cycles.
The journey through the numbers unfolds in the following order:
THE JOKER REPRESENTS THE NUMBER ZERO: Since his number has no  content, he is the soul of newborn innocence. The Joker has neither history nor plans. He’s pure spontaneity. The Joker is the first card in the  journey through the numbers and as such, has no knowledge of the  world. He describes the beginning.
THE ACES REPRESENT THE NUMBER ONE: Aces symbolize the masculine, yang, principles of raw energy, progress, and creativity. They define  the essence of the suit and represent the highest possible achievement  within the arena governed by the suit.
THE TWOS: After the individual brilliance and accomplishment of the  Aces, the Twos turn away from the self. The Twos describe the way in  which we seek union. They represent the feminine principle of receptivity, the yin, which seeks to connect two distinct entities.
THE THREES: Once we connect with others, we expand to include one  more person or thing. The Threes expand the partnerships established  in the Twos.
THE FOURS: The Fours represent solid action and introduce stability  through effort. The Fours are practical, productive, systematic, and constructive.
THE FIVES: Action breaks free with the Fives. The Fives depict our  struggle for autonomy or separateness. They are the cards of our willingness to fight for our beliefs or to break away from those who oppose  them.
THE SIXES: Peace reigns with the Sixes because the greater picture is  seen. The Sixes restore our faith in humanity and in the future. Therefore, the Sixes stand for harmony and comfort.
THE SEVENS: Once we find peace in the Sixes, we turn our attention to  perfected thinking. A period of reflection can manifest as self-absorption,  anxious rumination, or revelation. Every man sees things in his own way  and protects his interests with the Sevens.
THE EIGHTS: The Eights are cards of warmth and heart. They are  philosophical, generous, modest, and represent the need to satisfy the  soul.
THE NINES: The Nines integrate effort with wisdom and determination.  They are the culmination of all the cards that came before them.
THE TENS: The Tens are doorways. They represent the end of one cycle  and the beginning of another.

The Court Cards
The Court cards are decorated with pictures of Kings, Queens, and  Knaves. Unlike the numbered cards, which represent ideas and functions,  the Court cards describe the people we encounter as we function in the  arenas depicted by the suits.
Remember, each suit corresponds to an aspect of life:  
Spades govern our intellect and correspond to   the element of Air. 
Hearts describe our emotions and correspond to   the element of Water. 
Clubs rule our social and cultural endeavors   and correspond to the element of Fire. 
Diamonds represent our money, our bodies,  and correspond to the element of Earth. 
For example: The Spades represent the Air signs of the zodiac: Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius. We encounter the King, Queen, and Jack of  Spades when we go to a doctor and therapist or when we read and write.  Spade people are chatty, clever, and witty, but they can also be cold, aloof,  and indifferent.
One of the primary attributes of the Court cards is their system of  rank. The Kings are the highest, the Queens fall in the middle, and the  Jacks are the lowest. This order allows for such considerations as age,  power, and experience. Skill and achievement in the aspect of life described  by the suit builds through the ranking structure of the Court cards.
Unless the person receiving the reading indicates otherwise, the genders of the Court cards are read as depicted. Queens are female and Kings  are male. Court cards represent either gender. Nonetheless, when the  King of Diamonds is pulled to define a woman, she functions as the head  of her household and the primary breadwinner in her family. When the  Queen of Hearts describes a man, he provides daily care for young children. Anytime a Court card appears to represent a person of the opposite gender, the card will describe his or her external circumstances and  is not meant as an assault on the masculinity or femininity of the individual.
Diamonds, for example, govern our physical bodies, our basic need  for food or shelter, and our finances. Therefore, the Jack of Diamonds,  who ranks lowest, is a young person with no work experience. He’s a student who attends a trade school or college in preparation for his future  career. The Queen of Diamonds is the middle card. She integrated the  lessons of the Jack during her college years. Therefore, the Queen  describes a person with an established career in middle management who  earns a nice living but dreams of a bigger house and a nicer car. The King  is on top. He represents the application of brains, experience, and effort  to the business world. The King went to college, paid his dues to middle  management, and climbed the corporate ladder. Now, he’s at the peak of  his profession. He enjoys complete financial stability while he indulges  his taste for lucrative side ventures like real estate or stock market investments. The King of Diamonds is the most affluent individual in the deck.
Each Court card represents a specific level of achievement within the  suit.
In the intellectual suit of Spades, the purpose of the young Jack is to  keep an open mind. He sees new and different points of view. He builds to  the bright Queen, who’s clever and witty. She thinks psychologically, has  a healthy attitude, and is able to counsel others by sharing her knowledge.  The Queen progresses to the King, who has a mind of genius proportions  with clear, detached reasoning and uncluttered, dispassionate judgment.
In the emotional suit of Hearts, the Jack is a sexy, romantic, emotionally shallow flirt. He grows into the Queen, who introduces vulnerability, intimacy, the need to nurture, nest, and love others. In the King,   we see commitment, permanence, protection, emotional strength, and  depth of attachment.
In the social suit of Clubs, the Jack is modest, friendly, and loyal. He  evolves into the Queen, who entertains, holds court, and dazzles with her  beauty, style, and charm. The King lives the perfect lifestyle. He has the  “right” job, home, toys, and memberships. He’s sexy and handsome,  glamorous, famous, elegant, stable, accomplished, and very popular.
As a woman, I’m represented by all four of the Queens because a different version of the four feminine principles is drawn out of me by different circumstances.  
I’m a Queen of Hearts when I function as a mother,  sister, or wife. 
I’m a Queen of Diamonds when I use my education   and stick to my budget. 
I’m a Queen of Spades when I write, discriminate,  and counsel.  
I’m a Queen of Clubs when I decorate my home,  entertain my friends, buy cosmetics, and make love. 
In the same manner, all men are all four Kings.
Jacks aren’t gender specific. We’re each the best friend (Jack of  Clubs), learning new things (Jack of Diamonds), a romantic lover (Jack of  Hearts), and sometimes we’re inclined to be spoiled, selfish, or willful and  to act out inappropriately (Jack of Spades Reversed).
The ranking structure of the Court cards also depicts each stage of  life: Jacks represent young people in their twenties, Queens are the flowering and expanding thirties, and Kings are forty-plus.
Whenever a Court card represents a relationship, or describes the  outcome of the spread, the person represented by the card will either  control the alliance or have the final say in the resolution to the situation.

Reversed Cards
Throughout this book, you’ll see constant references to the cards being  read Upright and Reversed. These two terms, “Upright” and “Reversed,”  refer to the position of the card on the table. “Upright” means the hearts  on the face of a Heart card are pointing upward. On the “Reversed” cards,  the hearts are pointing downward. In the average deck of household  playing cards, it’s hard to tell if they’re pointing up or down. Therefore,  I suggest you mark your deck in some way to determine in which direction the card is pointing. The following are ideas for how to  mark your cards.
I should probably mention that I don’t believe life is  preordained, I believe in free will. Therefore, I trust it’s  possible to overcome the issues with which we struggle. I  believe it’s possible to Upright our Reversed cards. In fact,  I’m convinced we’re obligated to try to. So how do you  Upright a Reversed card? You simply ask the Universe to  show you what it will take to turn it around and pull a few  cards for guidance.
[image: image]

How to Mark the Cards
While playing cards don’t look like they have an Upright or  Reversed direction, they actually do. The cards contain  even and uneven quantities of icons that render them  Upright or Reversed.
I suggest that you mark your cards to help you determine their direction. But, you should examine each one  closely before you mark it. Here are two ways to mark them:  
Clip off the top right corner of each card. 
Punch a hole in the top of each card. 
Feel free to invent your own way to mark the cards  because any method will work.
I also suggest that you write on your cards. I know several readers who collect exotic decks of Tarot cards. The  variety of graphic images they see confuses them so they  write on their cards. You should write on yours, too,  because while you’re learning the meanings of the cards  your notations will work as a prompt for the card’s broader,  more elaborate message.
All you have to do to write on your cards is refer to the  Cheat Sheet. Copy the brief one- or two-word descriptions on each card, including the “Yes” and “No”  answers. The “Yes” and “No” answers are also found in the  final sentence on the final page of each essay about the card.
As you expand your knowledge and experience of card  reading, you ought to add notes of your own.
I love seeing cards with words scribbled on them, holes punched in  them, and their corners neatly clipped. It means the person who owns the  deck really cares about her cards and is using them. It means she wants  to comprehend the wisdom of the ancients and will give a great reading.

The Timing
Every client asks, “How long?”
I’d like to file a mild disclaimer about time. It’s a funny issue. “When?”  is certainly a vital thing to know, but it’s a vague element and difficult to  determine. That’s because, as spiritual beings, we have the ability to draw  people and events closer to us or to push them away. What if a Gypsy  fortune-teller were to say “Your true love will cross your path in six days,”  and you needed to lose ten pounds. Well, you can see how the six-day time  span could be a problem. Some psychic part of you would push the  encounter out into the future just to give yourself a chance to get to the  gym. But, if the Gypsy crone said “Six years,” you might find a stretch of  time like six years an eternity and pull the guy into your life sooner. It’s  hard to be precise when it comes to timing because we have free will.
A timing question is normally asked as a secondary question. First,  the client asks a question about her pregnancy, marriage, or in-laws and  then she asks “When?”
There are as many different ways to decipher time, as there are readers. I’ve listed my favorite methods below.
* The Gypsies believed the fifty-two cards (minus the Joker)  symbolized the fifty-two weeks in a year. Their theory was that each of  the four suits correlated to one of the four seasons (spring, summer,  autumn, and winter), one of the four weeks in a lunar month, the four  parts of a day (morning, midday, evening, and night), and the four stages  of life (infancy, adolescence, adulthood, and old age).
Traditionally, the Ace of each suit rules the first week of its corresponding season. Kings rule the second week, Queens rule the third  week, Jacks rule the fourth week, Tens rule the fifth week, and so on, with  Twos ruling the last week in each season.
The first week of a cartomancy year begins with March 1. The Ace  of Diamonds is the first card in the deck so it rules this first week. The  Two of Spades is the last and lowest card in the deck. Therefore, it rules  the last week of the year, which is the week of February 22 to February 28.   (The extra day in a leap year is under the rulership of the Joker.) The  simplest way to answer the question “When?” is to pull one card.
Each season of the year, week of the month, portion of the day, and  phase of life is attributed to a suit as follows:
DIAMONDS: spring—first week—morning—childhood  CLUBS: summer—second week—midday—adolescence   HEARTS: fall—third week—evening—adulthood  SPADES:  winter—fourth week—night—old age
If you pulled one of the Hearts in response to the question “How long?”  the answer would be “In the fall.” If you had asked, “What phase of my  life will be the happiest?” the same card would say “Adulthood.” If it was  the first day of the month and you asked, “When will he ask me out?” and  pulled a Club, the answer would be “Next week.”
* If the above system is too vague and you want a specific date,  draw one card and compare it with the Birth Card chart. If  you selected the Four of Hearts, the chart would provide five options:  March 12, June 25, July 8, November 2, and November 15.
Drawing one card and comparing it with the Birth Card chart is a  great way to pick a wedding date but a terrible way to determine when  the claims adjuster in the next cubicle will invite you to lunch. A “When  will he ask me out?” question needs a more flexible answer.
* The method I use the most often to determine time is complicated.  But I use it because I’m more comfortable predicting a window of  opportunity than an exact date.
I shuffle the deck and fan it into an arch. Then I ask my client to pull  two cards. I’m looking for two numbered cards. If she hands me a Court  card, I ask her to concentrate harder and pull another until I have two  numbered cards. Let’s pretend she handed me the Three of Clubs and the  Nine of Spades.
Here’s how I use the two cards:  
I compute the difference between the two numbers. 
In this case, Nine minus Three equals six. 
The cards are saying that the event will take place in three to nine  months (or hours, weeks, days, or years—we’ll figure that out later). The  cards say the event won’t take place any time before three months. Nor   will it take place after nine months. The distance between the two cards  is six. So the most precise prediction is the number six. But six what? Is  it months? Maybe it’s hours, days, weeks, or years?
The increment of time is determined by another procedure. To find  the increment, I ask my client to select one card and place it on the table  facedown. This card will verify if the quantity of time is to be measured  in hours. Then I ask for another card to represent days, another for  weeks, and another for years. I turn all the cards over at the same time.  Then I examine the group of cards to determine which one is the most  positive. The highest ranking, most positive card describes the amount of  time that applies to the number six.
Let’s say my client pulled the following cards:  
The Reversed Two of Spades to represent hours 
The Upright Three of Hearts for days 
The Upright Ten of Clubs for weeks 
The Reversed Nine of Clubs for months 
The Upright Five of Diamonds for years 
Okay. Let’s analyze this.  
Reversed Two of Spades? Nah. The Reversed Two is low  ranking and negative. 
Upright Three of Hearts? Very good. This is a happy,  fortunate, loving little card. 
Upright Ten of Clubs? Definitely. The Ten is a high number  with a message about optimism, new people, and fun. 
Reversed Nine of Clubs? No. The Reversed Nine is about  declining values. 
Upright Five of Diamonds? Absolutely not. Upright or  Reversed, the Five is the card of war. 
The best card on the list is the Ten of Clubs because it contains a positive, uplifting message and was the highest number pulled. The Ten was  drawn to represent the number in weeks. Therefore, we have an answer to  the question “When?” Our answer is “Approximately six weeks.” It might  be as soon as three weeks or it could take as long as nine weeks.
Let’s review the procedure:  
First, we found a number by establishing the midpoint  between two numbered cards. 
Then we found a measurement of time by selecting a  series of cards to represent increments of time. 
The correct increment was represented by the highest  numbered card with the most positive message. 
* Timing is the most difficult part of fortune-telling because it’s  the least accurate and most complicated. Measuring how far into the  future is a very advanced aspect of card divination. I know dozens of  Readers and I don’t know of one who gets the timing right every time,  including myself.
Mostly we Readers close our eyes and allow our minds to wander. We  pick up images and analyze them. Is it cold? Is it raining? Are the people  in my vision wearing coats? Is it summer? Are they at the beach? What  kind of trees do I see out the window? Are there leaves on them? Is there  a Christmas tree in the room? What do I feel on the surface of my skin?  Am I hot and clammy or dry and itchy? Are my arms covered by a sweater  or am I wearing a sleeveless blouse? Sometimes our intuition is the best  and most accurate method we have for the measurement of time.

“Yes” or “No” in the Deck
Once you give yourself a few readings, you’ll learn about the secondary  questions that arise naturally from the original question. A person usually  asks about the main problem first and then the smaller, subsequent questions come up as the reading progresses. A great number of those secondary questions can be answered with a simple “Yes” or “No” response.
Secondary questions are asked like this:  
“The reading says we’ll get married, but will my dad pay  for the wedding?” 
“So someone at the party will ask me out. Do I already  know him?” 
“When he breaks up with that woman, will he call me?” 
At the end of the section about each card, I’ve included a brief note  to answer the “Yes” or “No” question. Here’s how you find the “Yes” or  “No” answer:  
When the secondary questions begin to flow, shuffle the  cards and spread them into an arch, facedown. (Or use the  leftover cards already on the table if you haven’t finished  your original spread.) 
For each “Yes” or “No” question, pull one card straight  toward yourself. 
Turn the card over by folding it from right to left. 
Look up the card in the book and refer to the final  sentence on the final page to find your answer. 
Cards were designed to explain the positive and negative influences  in your life. Some cards are bad regardless of their Upright or Reversed  position and other cards are always good. Still others are positive in  one direction and negative in the other. Therefore, it’s common to find  a positive card that says “No” when it’s Reversed, and sometimes an  ominous card says “Yes.” Each card is a different combination of positive and negative influences and the “Yes” and “No” answers reflect  those influences.
When you approach the oracle to ask a simple “Yes” or “No” question, the card you select will provide the answer but will also explain why  the answer is “Yes” or “No.” After you satisfy the question, don’t move on  too quickly; stay with the moment long enough to accept what you’ve  been told. You may need to shift gears in order for the concept to sink in.  If the “Yes” or “No” question was asked as the bottom line to your  dilemma, read the entire essay about the card. Once you examine the card  in depth, you will understand the greater message in your answer.
Even professional Readers struggle to answer the “Yes” or “No”  questions that are an inevitable part of every reading. I’ve seen more than  one cut the cards into three stacks and search for the Aces in order to  divine the “Yes” or “No” answer by their direction and location. More  often, they switch to astrology, numerology, or runes. Some rely on logic  and intuition while others begin another elaborate spread.
Readings are easier when you have quick access to the “Yes” or “No”  answer.

The Details
The following are a number of small but important pieces of unrelated  information rarely included in books on fortune-telling. But, the entries  are significant if you want to read for other people.
CLIENT VERSUS READER: Throughout this section, I’ve chosen to use  the terms “client” and “Reader.” The Reader is the person who reads the  book, chooses the spreads, lays out the cards, and interprets their meaning. The client is the person who asks the questions and receives the  answers.
HOW TO SELECT A SPREAD: Read all the spreads in the book. Then  select three that appeal to you. Choose them for their variety, but start  with three easy ones. Don’t begin with an advanced, complex spread like  Window to the Soul or the Lovers Destiny. You can graduate to more  complicated layouts later.
At the beginning of a reading, examine your three-spread repertoire  to determine which layout serves your question best. You can’t find an  answer to a question like “When will I fall in love?” in the “Yes” or “No”  section. But, you might choose the Heart’s Desire or use a timing technique. If you don’t know which spread to choose, pick the  Lover’s Pyramid because it’s a good one to practice on.
You don’t have to confine your questions to romance. The spreads  included in this book are designed to answer questions about love, but  they’ll serve other topics too. You can ask about the sale of your house,  your stock investments, or your cousin’s health. You can ask the cards anything. If you want to ask about your relationship with your new business  partner, use the Lover’s Pyramid even though the relationship is not a  romance. The spread will reveal how you look at her, how she looks at you,  the truth about the partnership, and what will happen to your new venture.
HOW TO TURN THE CARDS OVER: This is more important than it seems.  If you flip the cards from top to bottom, you’ll turn the card upside down  and Reverse its meaning. Always turn the cards from right to left, the  way you turn the pages of a book. Never let your client flip over a card  because she may not know about the Upright and Reversed positions and  will turn them around. Ask your client to leave the card face down on the  table and turn it over yourself.
HOW TO SHUFFLE: This may be the most challenging part of card divination. In my classes, my poor students grit their teeth, set their jaw, and  furrow their brows in concentration. Most students strong-arm the cards  into submission. But shuffling isn’t arm wrestling. It’s supposed to be natural and effortless. Try to relax your hands while you shuffle and don’t  force the cards to do anything they don’t want to do. Here’s my method.  
Lay the deck on the table and pick up half of it with your  left hand. 
Pick up the other half with your right hand. 
Lay both halves of the cards on the table in a V shape.  The point of the V should be facing away from you. The  open wedge should be toward you. 
Set the inside corner of one half on top of the inside corner  of the other. Make sure the two pointy corners overlap. 
Place your thumbs against the inside edge of each half and  your fingers around the outside edges. 
Now pick up the halves and drop them loosely, by fanning  the cards with your thumbs. This is a calm, dropping  gesture meant to allow the cards to drift out of your  hands and into a fluffy, disorderly stack with the inside,  overlapping corners woven together. It probably won’t go  very well the first time, but don’t worry. Start over again  and remember that there should be no tension in your  hands and the cards shouldn’t bend or bow when you   drop them. 
After you allow your cards to drift into a big messy pile,  lift them up onto their side. Form a fence shape with your  hands and hold your blended cards inside the fence. 
Let the cards use your fence to settle back into one   stack again. 
Repeat. 
Before a reading, shuffle the deck between three times and  ten times. 
HOW TO PREPARE FOR A READING: This can be a controversial issue.  I know of Readers who prepare themselves by meditating for thirty minutes before they meet with a client, and I know other Readers who drink  a glass of Chardonnay. It’s up to you.
The best way to approach the oracle is to sit at a quiet table, in a  straight-backed chair, with both feet flat on the floor. Allow your hands  to rest in your lap while you take a few deep breaths and focus your attention on the center of your forehead.
Keep your mind open and your body relaxed. Stay calm and breathe.  Now pick up your cards and shuffle with your eyes closed. (Don’t worry.  You’ll work up to blind shuffling.) Divine energy will naturally surround  you and mix into the cards. Let go of your expectations, ego, and ambitions. Simply ask the Universe for guidance while you shuffle. When the  cards are well shuffled, open your eyes and lay out a spread.
HOW TO FLESH OUT A READING: The most obvious way is by asking  more questions.
Friends and clients can be a little shocked by their first readings. The   cards bring
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